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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141038 Date: 12/17/2012 

law, Flosemar C 

From: Guarin, Marc F 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 5:00 PM 
To: Sullivan, David J; Baumert, Kevin A; Dolan, JoAnn; Pamper, Stephen E; Townley, teph~n G; 

Jacobson, Linda; Eichensehr, Kristen E 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft 
Attachments: Gaza doc rev [CONSOLIDATED].docx 

Thanks for your patience ... the attached version is both consolidated and cleaned up aesthetically (set the tr. ck ch.~nges 
view to "final" vice "final showing markup" if you want to see what it looks like clean), so I'd say it's pretty cl se to being 

ready for prime time. B5 

Marc 

From: Guarin, Marc F 
Sent: Wednesday, 2 June, 2010 16:31 
To: Sullivan, David J; Baumert, Kevin A; Dolan, JoAnn; Pomper, Stephen E; Townley, Stephen G; Jacobson, L nda 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft 

All-

~I··-'--

It looks like there are now two versions floating around (one that JoAnn and David edited, and one that Lind and I 
edited). To minimize confusion, I'm going to run a mail merge and then recirculate the combined version. Rlfase ~on't 
make any additional mods until I've had a chance to consolidate. I : · 

Marc I 
I ----------------~f---~ -. . ·----------

From: Sullivan, David J 
Sent: Wednesday, 2 June, 2010 16:28 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Dolan, JoAnn; Pamper, Stephen E; Townley, Stephen G; Guarin, Marc F; Jacobson, Lin a 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft 

-----··--·---··-------------------·----.. ------ ·-·~,,_ .. ;.,_,_, __ 
From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 4:09 PM / 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Pamper, Stephen E; Townley, Stephen G; Guarin, Marc F; Jacobson, Linda; Sullivan, David J 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft I 

[i§EVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] I 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141038 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept03221

UNCLA::i::ilrlt:LJ U.::i. LJepartment ot ::itate case No. r-:W10-041o:J LJoc No. C0!:>1410:Jtl LJate: 1:<11 f/:<01:< 

___________ L 

"---·--··--· ·--- ---·-··•- - ----·---- - --·- -·------- -·--········ • - •I 

From: Dolan, JoAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:59 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Pamper, Stephen E; Townley, Stephen G; Guarin, Marc F; Jacobson, Linda; Sullivan, D vid J 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft 

I have added a few questions and comments. 

----------!--~-

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:41 PM 
To: Pamper, Stephen E; Townley, Stephen G; Guarin, Marc F; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn; Sullivan, David J 
Subject: FW: Blockade email--draft 

Just a few non-substantive edits. Dave may have additional ones ... This looks quite useful and concise. 

··--·--·------------------------------ ---- ___ _,_ __ 
From: Pamper, Stephen E 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:05 PM 
To: Townley, Stephen G; Guarin, Marc F; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft 

Please work from this draft, which implements Stephen T's comments. I will be out until at least 6, so Steph n/Ma1rc will 
be running the doc. Thanks, Steve 

------------··-····--------------~---·---

From: Townley, Stephen G 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:01 PM 
To: Pomper, Stephen E; Guarin, Marc F; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft 

----·- -- - . ---....--

Just a quick plug to please send comments as soon as you can, as we'd like to ship this out to HHK too befor laun~hing. 

Thanks, Stephen 

----------------------------------
From: Pamper, Stephen E 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 12:50 PM 
To: Townley, Stephen G; Guarin, Marc F; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn 
Subject: Blockade email--draft 

Folks-Here is a very rough draft email with some blank spots that is intended to help answer 7'h floor questi1~ns on 
blockade issues. I unfortunately have to duck into something else but maybe Marc or Stephen could consolipate 
comments before this ~oes to Jim Joan. and HK? I . · I 
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Law, Rosemar C 
!RELEASED IN PART BSJ 

From: Guarin, Marc F 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 201 O 3:57 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Pamper, Stephen E; Townley, Stephen G; Jacobson, Linda; Do an, JqAnn; 

Sullivan, David J 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

RE: Blockade email--draft 
Gaza doc rev.docx 

Sorry, have been in a Kazakhstan meeting all afternoon and just got to look this over. My edits are attached. 

Marc 

--- -----·---------------------------------+---+· ·--
From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Wednesday, 2 June, 2010 15:41 
To: Pamper, Stephen E; Townley, Stephen G; Guarin, Marc F; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn; Sullivan, David J 
Subject: FW: Blockade email--draft 

Just a few non-substantive edits. Dave may have additional ones ... This looks quite useful and concise. 

From: Pamper, Stephen E 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:05 PM 
To: Townley, Stephen G; Guarin, Marc F; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft 

----,I--· -- -

Please work from this draft, which implements Stephen T's comments. I will be out until at least 6, so Steph n/Ma,rc will 
be running the doc. Thanks, Steve 

----·----------·- --·-·--· - ---- ....... -+ . -

From: Townley, Stephen G 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:01 PM 
To: Pamper, Stephen E; Guarin, Marc F; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft 

Just a quick plug to please send comments as soon as you can, as we'd like to ship this out to HHK too befor launching. 
Thanks, Stephen 

--- ---·-------- ----------- ---- •f-----
From: Pamper, Stephen E 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 12:50 PM 
To: Townley, Stephen G; Guarin, Marc F; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn 
Subject: Blockade email--draft 

Folks-Here is a very rough draft email with some blank spots that is intended to help answer 7'' floor ques ions cjn 
blockade issues. I unfortunately have to duck into something else but maybe Marc or Stephen could consol\date •. 

comments before this goes to Jim, Joan, and HK?I __ rn----- _ _ __ _ ; I 85 

-------~--! 
!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerl 
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:-- UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. CD5141057 Date: 12/17/2012 

Law, Rosemar C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

[RELEASED IN PART BSI 

Gutherie, Peter A 
Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:31 PM 
Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn; Mortlock, David JL 
Townley, Stephen G 
RE: CLEAR THIS VERSION ASAP: IHH PRESS GUIDANCE 

- - ·------------------------- ------------------!---- --
From: Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 2:35 PM 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Gutherie, Peter A; Mortlock, David JL 
Cc: Townley, Stephen G 
Subject: RE: CLEAR THIS VERSION ASAP: IHH PRESS GUIDANCE 

From: Dolan, JoAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 2:21 PM 
To: Jacobson, Linda 
Cc: Townley, Stephen G 
Subject: FW: CLEAR THIS VERSION ASAP: IHH PRESS GUIDANCE 

Should have included you both. 

----.,..J...--··---
From: Dolan, JoAnn ~ ' 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 2:19 PM 
To: Gutherie, Peter A; Shore, Rhonda H; P-NEA Duty; Rana, Gautam A; Hatcher, J Nathaniel; Reasor, Lonni ; Vasquez, 
Edgar J; Cohen, Jared A 
Cc: Mortlock, David JL 
Subject: RE: CLEAR THIS VERSION ASAP: IHH PRESS GUIDANCE j , 

I 

. ----------------------------------------!~-~--
From: Gutherie, Peter A 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 12:37 PM 
To: Shore, Rhonda H; P-NEA Duty; Rana, Gautam A; Hatcher, J Nathaniel; Reasor, Lonni H; Vasquez, Edgar l; Cohen, 
Jared A 
Cc: Mortlock, David JL; Dolan, JoAnn 
Subject: RE: CLEAR THIS VERSION ASAP: IHH PRESS GUIDANCE 

Edits attached. The questions are fairly similar, so I also think they (and the bullets) could be combined into bne Q & A. 

Copying David Mortlock on I 

jREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141057 Date: 12/17/2012 
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' .. 
From: Shore, Rhonda H 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 11:41 AM 
To: P-NEA Duty; Rana, Gautam A; Hatcher, J Nathaniel; Gutherie, Peter A; Reasor, Lonni H; Vasquez, Edgar J; Cohe·n, 
~~A . 
Subject: CLEAR THIS VERSION ASAP: IHH PRESS GUIDANCE 

2 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 lJOC No. COb141104 lJate: 12/17/2012 

!RELEASED IN PART BSI ! 

Law, Rosemary C 
I 

From: Harris, Robert K ! 
I 
I 

Sent: Tuesday, June 08, 2010 4:00 PM 
Goro~e, I To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Donoghue, Joan E; Townley, Stephen G; Jacobson, Linda; 

Katherine M; Banos, Mariano H; Cleveland, Sarah H; Pamper, Stephen E 
Subject: PN: Israel -Flotilla and beyond I 

Importance: High ' I ' 

i 

I was a blind cc on this.I I 85 

--·----·-- ~----.....-r"~ '--
From: Posner, Michael H 
Sent: Tuesday, June 08, 2010 12:05 PM ' 
To: 'Power, Samantha J .'; Feltman, Jeffrey D ' 

Cc: 'Busby, Scott W.'; Graze, Deborah E; Koh, Harold Hongju ' 
Subject: FW: Israel -Flotilla and beyond 
Importance: High ' 

Samantha and Jeff 
' 

I 
' 

' I 

' 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senio_rRe'Jie,.,.e_d ' I 
' ! 

I I 
I 
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2 
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I 

I 
i 

I 
I 

' i 
Date: 1211712012 
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I 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141423 Date: 12/17/2012 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: Heinemann, Thomas B 
Sent: Monday, September 12, 20111:19 PM 
To: Perina, Alexandra H; Jacobson, Linda; Conklin, Maegan L; Guarin, Marc F 
Subject: RE:j _ _} analysis on international Jaw governing bl ~ckad~s 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

I 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

' 

From: Perina, Alexandra H 
·-------------------··-·------·------·-·1·--:1 -~ 

Sent: Monday, September 12, 201112:44 PM 
To: Heinemann, Thomas B; Jacobson, Linda; Conklin, Maegan L; Guarin, Marc F 
Subject: RE: I analysis on international law governing blockades 

I 
I 

i 

---------·-··--·--·+'---1--+-
I i From: Heinemann, Thomas B 

Sent: Monday, September 12, 201112:21 PM ' 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Conklin, Maegan L; Perina, Alexandra H; Guarin, Marc F I 
Subject:j jL analysis on international law governing blockades ' I -·~- --------~ -

' 

Thanks. I 
i 

I !REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ I 

I • 
' I 

B5 

B5 

B5 

B5 

B5 

B5 

B5 
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J-----------" 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141423 Date: 12/17/2012 
I 

85 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

3 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141440 Date: 12/17/2012 

Law, Rosemarv C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Classification: 

[ELEASED IN PART B5I 

Heinemann, Thomas B 
Tuesday, September 06, 2011 12:29 PM 
Schwartz, Jonathan B; Kimball, Emily J; Gorove, Katherine M 
Jacobson, Linda; Buchwald, Todd F; Biniaz, Susan N; Mcleod, Mary; Visek, Rich 
RE: Turkey ICJ 

UNCLASSIFIED 

A couple of additional thoughts on these points: 

rd C 

-- Also, in case anyone missed it, the report is now officially up on the UN website I 
Sorry for the delayed response, I was offline over the weekend. 

-----Original Message----­
From: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: Saturday, September 03, 2011 5:28 PM 
To: Heinemann, Thomas B; Kimball, Emily J; Gorove, Katherine M 
Cc: Jacobson, Linda; Buchwald, Todd F; Biniaz, Susan N; Mcleod, Mary; Visek, Richard C 
Subject: Re: Turkey ICJ 

Reading through the report, the following concerned me: 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revi~ 
4 

. I 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141440 Date: 12/17/2012 

Jon 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: Saturday, September 03, 2011 03:47 PM 
To: Heinemann, Thomas B; Kimball, Emily J; Gorove, Katherine M 
Cc: Jacobson, Linda; Buchwald, Todd F; Biniaz, Susan N; Mcleod, 
Subject: Turkey !CJ 

I 

I 
Mary; Visek, Richard c 

I 
I 

Tom/Emily/Kate - are any of you in a position to get me some thoughts on the Turkisl I 
announcement they will take the blockade issue to the !CJ (before I leave Monday mar ning~? . I 

Thanks 

Jon 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED 

5 

! 
'I 

i 
' 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141463 Date: 12/17/2012 
!RELEASED IN PART B5I I I 

. I 
Law, Rosemar C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Heinemann, Thomas B 
Friday, October 15, 2010 5:36 PM 
Gorove, Katherine M; Pamper, Stephen E; Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan 
Martin, Julie B; Buchwald, Todd F; Daley, John D; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, M 
RE: urgent - flotilla - D question 

I 
I 

I 
riano H ·I • I 

' i 
I can't tell from this if there is a question we are supposed to be answering. Can someo:e clarify?_. -------

4

·-+ 
from: Gorove, Katherine M 
Sent: Friday, October 15, 2010 4:18 PM · j 
To: Gorove, Katherine M; Pamper, Stephen E; Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Heinemann, Thomas 
Cc: Martin, Julie B; Buchwald, Todd F; Daley, John D; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H 
Subject: RE: urgent - fiotilla - D question 

Looping in Tom in Steve's absence. 

From: Gorove, Katherine M 
Sent: Friday, October 15, 2010 4:16 PM 
To: Pamper, Stephen E; Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Cc: Martin, Julie B; Buchwald, Todd F; Daley, John D; Perina, Alexandra H 
Subject: urgent - fiotilla - D question 

~---------------------------~ 

From: Daley, John D 
Sent: Friday, October 15, 2010 3:55 PM 
To: Perina, Alexandra H 
Cc: Gorove, Katherine M; Martin, Julie B; Buchwald, Todd F 
Subject: URGENT--SEE BELOW 

But, see below from Ha old. ! 

1 

I 
I 

From: Koh, Ha;~jd-H-;,-ng-j~---------·---------------------·- . - .. - -- --+.-1-
Sent: Friday, October 15, 2010 3:42 PM I 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Buchwald, Todd F I 
Cc: Daley, John D; Townley, Stephen G; Zelinsky, Aaron I 
Subject: Turkey Flotilla ICC guidance ' 

I I I 

Harold Hongju Koh 
The Legal Adviser !REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

United States Department of State 
6 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S: Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141463 Date: 12/17/2012 
I 

2201 C St. N.W. Suite 6421 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
202-647-9598 phone 
202-262-8295 cell 
202-647- 7096 fax 

7 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141500 Date: 12/17/2012 
I 

!RELEASED IN PART 85] 

Law, Flosemarv C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

From: Donoghue, Joan E 

Heinemann, Thomas B 
Monday, September 12, 2011 12:14 PM 
Heinemann, Thomas B 
FW: Questions from the morning meeting regarding the blockade 

Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 9:53 PM 
To: Sullivan, Jacob J 
Cc: Thessin, James H; Townley, Stephen G; Pamper, Stephen E; Cleveland, Sarah H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; 
Linda; Guarin, Marc F; Koh, Harold Hongju 
Subject: Questions From the morning meeting regarding the blockade 

Dear Jake--

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ 

I 

acob$on,1 

. I 
I 
I 
' 

I 

I 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. LJepartment ot State case No. r-2010-04103 lJOC No. COb141bOO LJate: 1211 f/2012 

I I 
85 

l hope you find this helpful. Please let us know if you have any questions. 

Regards, 

Joan 

I 
I 

I 
I 

4 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141535 Date: 12/17/2012 

Law, Rosemar C 
I 

Holmstrom, Todd C l 
Monday, May 31, 201 O 12:58 PM , 
Sayles, Ambrose G . 
Hale, David M; Rudman, Mara; Schwartz, Jonathan. B; Jacobson, Linda; Goldberg r, Th;om s 
H; Rainey, Michael A; Vasquez, Edgar J; Pelton, Erm; Waller, Robert P; Rand, Dana H;~ 1 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Rana, Gautam A; Knopf, Payton L; Prince, Jonathan M 
Subject: FW: 
Attachments: 053110-lsrael-Palestinians - Raid on Free Gaza Flotilla.docx 

Importance: High 

Couple edits.~---------------------------~ 

From: Sayles, Ambrose G 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 12:39 PM 
To: Hale, David M; Rudman, Mara; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Jacobson, Linda; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstro , To¢1d ; 
Ratney, Michael A; Vasquez, Edgar J; Pelton, Erin; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Wills, Regina M; Lieberman, Jessie D (D~L);I 
Katsoulos, Athena; Waller, Robert P; Fuchs, Michael H; Rand, Dafna H; Rana, Gautam A; Harutunian, Ruben; Reynqlds

1 Arlissa M; Knopf, Payton L; Prince, Jonathan M , 

Subject: I 
Importance: High 

Hi Everyone -

Please clear the attached press guidance on the raid on the Free Gaza flotilla. Please note that your clearan<; is 
appreciated ASAP. We will need to move this guidance to PA soonest so that it can be used by all that need,i . 

Thank you, 
Ambrose 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Slla_ron Ahm_ad,l)ef)i()r,~ev_iewerj 

' 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141538 Date: 12/17/2012 

' 
!RELEASED IN PART B5I 

Law, Rosemarv C 

From: Ingber, Rebecca M 
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2011 2:45 PM 

a. I To: Banos, Mariano H; Simonoft, Mark A (USUN); Dolan, JoAnn; McLeod, Mary; Perir 
Alexandra H; Pamper, Stephen E; Buchwald, Todd F; Baumert, Kevin A; Aswad, I velyn M; I 
Gorove, Katherine M ' ' 

Cc: Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G I 
Subject: RE: For Clearance: Israel-Turkel Commission report 
Attachments: RE: AP -- Turks accuse Israel of war crimes at int'I court 

. 

From: Banos, Mariano H 
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2011 2:42 PM ' 

To: Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Ingber, Rebecca M; Dolan, JoAnn; Mcleod, Mary; Perina, Alexandra H; Pompe , Stephe~ 
E; Buchwald, Todd F; Baumert, Kevin A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Gorove, Katherine M i 

Cc: Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G ! I 

Subject: RE: For Clearance: Israel-Turkel Commission report 
I 

---·-- - - --·--••-'•--

I 

' . ' 

t 
. I 

From:- si;;;;;;;tt, MarkA(USUN) -----:- --1 · 
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2011 2:37 PM , 1 

To: Ingber, Rebecca M; Dolan, JoAnn; McLeod, Mary; Banos, Mariano H; Perina, Alexandra H; Pamper, Steph n E; ' I 
Buchwald, Todd F; Baumert, Kevin A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Gorove, Katherine M ·I ' 1· 
cc: Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G · 1 ' 

Subject: RE: For Clearance: Israel-Turkel Commission report , j 

Colleagues, 

My colleagues in the Political Section responded to Rebecca's suggested revision and the explanation as foll 

~---------~From Amb Rice's Aug 2, 201 O statement: 

s: 

I 
i 
1! 

' 

The United States expects that the Panel will operate in a transparent and credible manner and that ts wqrk ' 
will be the primary method for the international community to review the incident, obviating the eed for a y 

overlapping international inquiries. 

Best regards, 

Mark !REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

Mark A. Simonoff 
Acting Legal Adviser 

1 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141538 Date: 12/17/2012 

U.S. Mission to the United Nations 
799 United Nations Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 
(212)415-4220 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

- -·----~ - --- ----· -----------------------------
From: Ingber, Rebecca M 
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2011 2:09 PM 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Mcleod, Mary; Banos, Mariano H; Perina, Alexandra H; Pamper, Stephen E; Simonoff, Mar 
Buchwald, Todd F; Baumert, Kevin A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Gorove, Katherine M 
Cc: Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G 
Subject: RE: For Clearance: Israel-Turkel Commission report 

I just spoke with JoAnn and unless there are concerns with this, I will send back to NEA in the next 10 min. 

Thanks! 

-·· ·--- ·-------------------

' 
,1 

I 

I 

~- --

A (UpU ); 

I 
,j 

I 
1--From: Dolan, JoAnn 

Sent: Monday, January 24, 20111:45 PM 
To: Mcleod, Mary; Ingber, Rebecca M; Banos, Mariano H; Perina, Alexandra H; Pamper, Stephen E; Simonoff 
(USUN); Buchwald, Todd F; Baumert, Kevin A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Gorove, Katherine M 

Mar~ A I 
Cc: Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G 
Subject: RE: For Clearance: Israel-Turkel Commission report 

I 
I 
I 

Mariano thought NEA guidance looked fine and Alexandra and Rebecca are going over it now. Did anyone el e wa·~t to 
weigh in before we get back to NEA? I thought L/UNA in particular might because of references to SYG inve$ igatiqn. I 
have also attached version with point added by DRL, which I am not sure Mariano had yet seen. Would L/FO orm~lly i 
want to clear as well? , 

From: Dolan, JoAnn 
Sent: Monday, January 24, 20111:14 PM 
To: Ingber, Rebecca M; Banos, Mariano H; Perina, Alexandra H; Pamper, Stephen E; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN ; 
Buchwald, Todd F; Baumert, Kevin A; Aswad, Evelyn M 
Cc: Mcleod, Mary; Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Subject: FW: For Clearance: Israel-Turkel Commission report 

;r::~ :::::~ll~:::r~c:t :e(:S~sN:et. : + 
Sent: Monday, January 24, 20111:03 PM I 
To: Vasquez, Edgar J; Schrepel, Dawn M; P-NEA Duty; Rand, Dafna H; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn; Kornbl u, M~rk 
(USUN); Bass, Warren; Cooper, Kurtis A; Lapenn, Jessica; Owen, Evan; PRM-Press-DL; EUR-Press; Sachar, Al n 
(NEA/IPA); Hale, David M 

2 
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Cc: Dautrich, Jack T I 
Subject: RE: For Clearance: Israel-Turkel Commission report 

Attached are the suggested edits from USUN. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

I 1 . ' 
~-~-· ·-·· ---------·---

From: Vasquez, Edgar J 
Sent: Monday, January 24, 201112:15 PM 
To: Schrepel, Dawn M; P-NEA Duty; Rand, Dafna H; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn; Kornblau, Mark (USUN); Bass,' 
Warren; Cooper, Kurtis A; Lapenn, Jessica; Ventrell, Patrick H (USUN); Owen, Evan; PRM-Press-DL; EUR-Pres ; Sachar, 
Alon (NEA/IPA); Hale, David M I 
Cc: Dautrich, Jack T · 
Subject: For Clearance: Israel-Turkel Commission report 1 

Importance: High I 
Please clear on the attached press guidance. 

Thanks, 
Eddie 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

i 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
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I I 

!RELEASED IN PART BSI 

Law, Rosemarv C 

From: Johnson, Clifton M 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 201 O 12:10 PM 
To: Mitchell, Mary T; Townley, Stephen G; Jacobson, Linda; Sharpe, Jeremy 
Cc: McDonough, Patricia E 

I 
Subject: RE: Options Paper on Flotilla Investigation 

Adding Trish, who's following this issue for LEI. Cliff I 

+--~ -t----
From: Mitchell, Mary T 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 12:04 PM 
To: Townley, Stephen G; Jacobson, Linda; Johnson, Clifton M; Sharpe, Jeremy 
Subject: RE: Options Paper on Flotilla Investigation 

' I ' 

I I 
85 

,. 
I 

. '""·. - ... -------- ----~----- ·------ . -----·- ·--· -···-· ·-·· --: . +-
From: Townley, Stephen G 

' I Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 12:02 PM i 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Johnson, Clifton M; Mitchell, Mary T; Sharpe, Jeremy I 
Subject: FW: Options Paper on Flotilla Investigation 

' 
I 
J 

---- -· ·-
From: Mitchell, Mary T 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 10:00 AM 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Shar~n Ahmad, Senior Revieweil 
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To: Jacobson, Linda; Sharpe, Jeremy 
Cc: Townley, Stephen G 
Subject: RE: Options Paper on Flotilla Investigation 

-- . - - - ~--- --l---!---
From: Townley, Stephen G i 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 9:42 AM I 
To: Mitchell, Mary T; Jacobson, Linda; Ramish, Timothy E; Prosser, Sarah E; Joyce, Anne : 
Cc: Eichensehr, Kristen E; Cleveland, Sarah H; Thessin, James H; McLeod, Mary (USUN); Buchwald, Todd F I 
Subject: FW: Options Paper on Flotilla Investigation , I 

All, attached is an options paper we (by that I mean Linda!) prepared atJake Sullivan's request on possible 1 ays toll 
I I 
l~----------------~IOo any of you have other ideas we could add? We have not shar1d 

this outside of L yet. Thanks, Stephen 

-----------------------------------~--·I- i--· 
From: Townley, Stephen G 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 8:10 AM 
To: Sullivan, Jacob J 
Cc: Donoghue, Joan E; Eichensehr, Kristen E; Cleveland, Sarah H; Thessin, James H; Jacobson, Linda; Schw, rtz, 
Jonathan B; Harris, Robert K 
Subject: Options Paper on Flotilla Investigation 

Jake, Attached please find the latest draft of our paper onl 
: 

I 
I 

I~-- Jhanks, Stephen 
I 

2 

' 
' I 

I 

I 
I 
•I 

I 
i 
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I I 

law, Rosemar C 

From: 

RELEASED IN PART 
B6,1.4(B),B1,BS,1.4(0) 

Johnson, Thomas A 
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2010 2:25 PM , 
To: O'Brien, Gregory J (OES); Baumert, Kevin A; Morrison, Andrew L; Anderson, Ger Id C; t:odk, 

Nerissa J; Frelich, Karlene H; Huskey, James L; Connor, Julie G; Jacobson, Lind ; Dolan, 1 

Cc: 
JoAnn I 8 
I @uscg.mil';Whittlesey, John K; Graves, Jackie M 6 

Subject: Re: IMO Council--Probable Solution for Israel-Turkey Dispute 

The deal described below held together in its entirety. There were no changes to the texts below. After review ng th~ 
summary of decisions on all agenda items, the Council ended its 104th session without further incident. 

The Turkish ambassador was nowhere to be seen on Friday. By the end of last meeting, the Turkish delegati n wa$ down 
to its normal size of one or two---from an earlier high of eight. The Israeli Embassy and Del expressed profus thanks ffr 
USDEL assistance. . 

1 

From: Johnson, Thomas A 
To: O'Brien, Gregory J (OES); Baumert, Kevin A; Morrison, Andrew L; Anderson, Gerald C; Cook, Nerissa J; F elich, 
Karlene H; Huskey, James L; Connor, Julie G; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn 
Cc: I @uscg.mil' <I !Qluscg.mil>; Whittlesey, John K; Graves, Jackie M 86 
Sent: Thu Jun 10 12:51:32 2010 
Subject: RE: IMO Council--Probable Solution for Israel-Turkey Dispute 

-r-
1 

1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 
81 

US DEL believes that issues mentioned below have been resolved, if the current deal 
is reflected in the text below for an insert in the Record of Decisions (there is no Cou 

olds. it 
cil r~p6rt 

per se). 
-----·---------·----~- ----.. -·--------------------~---~ 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerl 

Insert in Record of Decisions: 

"In a subsequent discussion of the 31 May 2010 incident, at the instigation of the I 
delegation of Turkey, the Council unanimously reiterated its expression of deep regret for the 
loss of life and injuries suffered in the incident and its condolences to the families an 1~ friends 
of the reported casualties. The Council noted that the Secretary-General would issu a pres~ 
release encapsulating the essence of its debate on the issue." I 

I 

Classified by DAS, A/GIS, DoS on : 08/02/2012 - Class: CONFIDENTIAL - Reason: 1.4(B), 1.4(D), B1 -
D_eclassify on: 06/11/2020 __ ______ 3 

i 
I 
I 
I 
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Press Release: 

"The Secretary-General of the IMO-the UN specialized agency responsible for the 
regulation of international shipping from, among other perspectives, the safety of hurnan:lif~ 
at sea and safety of navigation-deeply regrets the loss of life and injuries sustained 1 uri~g a]n 

incident involving Israeli Defense Forces and ships carrying charity aid to the Gaza Str pin·_ h 
international waters ofthe Eastern Mediterranean in the early hours of Monday, 31 l!lay: 
2010. In this context, he has conveyed his deep condolences to the families and frier ds oft e 
casualties incurred in the tragic incident." : · 

from: O'Brien, Gregory J (DES) 
Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 11:13 AM 

Karl~ne To: Baumert, Kevin A; Morrison, Andrew L; Johnson, Thomas A; Anderson, Gerald C; Cook, Nerissa J; Frelich 
Huskey, James L; Connor, Julie G; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn 
ccc= l\iluscg.mil' 86 
Subject: RE: IMO Council--Draft Press release on Israel-Turkey Incident 

I 

~G~ H' I 

-F~~.;.;; B~~-mert, Kevin A ,____ i -
Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 10:39 AM , , 
To: O'Brien, Gregory J (DES); Morrison, Andrew L; Johnson, Thomas A; Anderson, Gerald C; Cook, Nerissa J; Frelic~, I 
Karlene H; Huskey, James L; Connor, Julie G; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn ' ,I 
Cc:I · ·--}qluscg.mil' 86 
Subject: RE: IMO Council--Draft Press release on Israel-Turkey Incident j 

Thanks, 
Kevin 
L/OES 

4 

i 
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From: O'Brien, Gregory J (OES) 
Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:22 AM 
To: Morrison, Andrew L; Johnson, Thomas A; Anderson, Gerald c; Cook, Nerissa J; Frelich, Karlene H; Baumert, Kevin I; 
Huskey, James L; Connor, Julie G · 

8 Cc: I @iuscg.mil' • 6 
Subject: RE: IMO Council--Draft Press release on Israel-Turkey Incident 'j 

85 

v/r Greg 
' 

From: Morrison, Andrew L 
Sent: Wednesday, June 09, 2010 8:42 PM 
To: Johnson Thomas A· Anderson Gerald C' Cook, Nerissa J· Frelich 

--- ··-r- · j· 

I . I 86 
Karlene H· O'Brien Gregory J (OES)· Baumett I 

---··--------·---------------·-·-

, , , , , 
' 

, 
' 

, 
' Kevin A; Huskey, James L; Connor, Jl.llie G : 

' Cc:I @uscg.mil' I Subject: RE: IMO Council--Draft Press release on Israel-Turkey Incident 
' ' 

I , . ··- ~.,-·---~ 

85 

' 
I 

SBU I 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

I ' 

I 
- - --- -+-t From: Johnson, Thomas A 

Sent: Wednesday, June 09, 2010 8:23 PM I To: Anderson, Gerald C; Cook, Nerissa J; Morrison, Andrew L; Frelich, Karlene H; O'Brien, Gregory J (DES); Ei ume1t, 
Kevin A; Huskey, James L; Connor, Julie G i 86 
Cc:I @uscg.mil' 

I Subject: IMO Council--Draft Press release on Israel-Turkey Incident 

• ' 

85 

s I 
I 
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Law Rosemar C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

[lfELEASED IN PARTl§j 

Tuesday, June 01, 2010 10:57 PM 
Jacobson, Linda 
Fwd: Open Letter: People of Conscience Condemn Israeli Massacre and Call To 
Action 

Any possibility the State Department can 
express concern for the safety of Archbishop Hilarion Cappucci of Jernsalem. I met the archbishop i 
of my good friend Shafic Budron. I would really appreciate any actions u could take to express cone 
Archbishop's safety. 

' 
ustaiQed I 

I 
the Jior$ 

"'~·1 
I 
I 

j 
! 
i 

: J' The information transmitted in this e-mail message and attachments, if any, may be attorney-client i ormatio , 
including privileged and confidential matter, and is intended only for the use of the individual or enti y n~e 
above. Distribution to, or review by, unauthorized persons is prohibited. All personal messages ex!) ess vjew\; 
solely of the sender, which are not to be attributed to ··-~·· If' ou have' 
received this transmission in error, immediately notify the sender and permanently delete this transm ssion 
including attachments, if any. 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Shafic M. Budron, Ph.D." <SMBudron@AGSustainableSolutions.com> 
Date: June 1, 2010 9:50:16 PM CDT 
To:[ I 
Subject: Open Letter: People of Conscience Condemn Israeli Massacre and Call To 
Sustained Action 
Reply-To: <SMBudron@AGSustainableSolutions.com> 

Dear 

l hope all is well with you. 

On Board of the "Gaza Freedom Flotilla" which was attacked by Israeli forces in internation· I 
waters, was my dear and special friend/ father figure "Peace Dove" Archbishop Hilarion 

1 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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Cappucci of Jerusalem. The Archbishop is near 90 years old and in frail health. You met the 
Archbishop in our home last year when we had him on a U.S. speaking tour which spanned 
Washington, Chicago, Los Angeles and New York. He is a consummate humanitarian, and la ·t 
June at ADC while seated next to President Bill Clinton, we bestowed on him "The 
Humanitarian Achievement Award". I am personally and especially concerned about his well 
being, and I have been reaching out to officials within our government to ensure his safety, 
healthcare and immediate release from his detention/ imprisonment by Israel. 

• 

Let's reach out to our friends and contacts within the U.S. government to en5ure that l5rael h. 
receives decent and dignified treatment, proper healthcare and also ensure his immediate rele se. 
l would appreciate yonr help. 

p.s. The Archbishop was the only person who was allowed to conduct religious services fort .e 
American hostages who were held in Tehran in 1979, and later was the individual who escort d 
the hostages with the International Red Cross from Tehran to Geneva, where they were hand d 
lo the U.S. government. Shortly thereafter, President Jimmy Carter sent Archbishop Cappucc a 
special thank you letter, in which President Carter told him that "America is indebted to you" 

Warm regards, 

****************************************************************** 

1~ 
Shafic M. Budron, Ph.D. 
President & CEO 
WasteTech*AltEnergy*Technology & Processes*Construction & Development*Design~Build*MO&M 

Burr Ridge, IL 60527 
Cell (847) 489-7999 • Fax (630) 794-9329 • wilvw.AGSustalnableSolutlons.com 

, I 

NOTICE: This communication (Including all attachments) is intended solely for the use or the person(s) to whom it is addressed and 
should be treated as a confidential Allied Group communication that may be legally privileged. If you are not thie inbmded recipient, ou 
must not review, retransmit, print, convert to hard copy, copy, disseminate, or use this email or its attaichments. If you have receivll! this 
em11il in error, please Immediately delete this email from your computer system(s) ilnd notify the sender by return email, by telepho eat 
(847) 489~7999, or by fax at (630) 794~9329. Your cooperation is appreciated. Pl0B1se note that if this email message contains a 
forwarded message or is a reply to a prior message, some or all of the contents of this message or any attachments may not have b n 
produced by the sender or Allied Group. Thank you. Allled Group Sustainable Solutions, Inc. 

~Before printing this email or any attachments, please think about your responslbil!ty and commitment to the ENVIRONMEN 

From: Shafic M. Budron, Ph.D. [mailto:SMBudron@AGSustainableSolutions.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 2:50 AM 
To: 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2 

-- i 

i 
I .1 
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Cc: 
Sub~j-e_ct_:_FW~:-0-pen Letter: People of ConsClenceCondemn Israeli Massacre and Call To Sustained A ion 

Like you and people of conscious all over the U.S. and throughout the world, we are mly ' 
saddened and appalled by the shocking dreadful news of the murderous attack committed by he 
lsraeli forces against unarmed humanitarian activists on the "Gaza Freedom Flotilla". This 
massacre will NOT dissuade the determination of people of faith and conviction to break the 
illegal and criminal siege and end all acts of collective punishment. Plans are already under ay 
for future humanitarian and relief convoy to break the siege, and will continue until the siege and 
blockade come to total end. 

l know many fine and peace loving individuals who were on board the Flotilla. I am 
especially personally concerned about the safety of Beloved "Peace Dove" Archbishop Hilar on 
Cappucci, who bid me special farewell prior to leaving to Istanbul to join the Flotilla. !magi· 
for a moment, I and several of our mutual friends could have been on board of that ship, and 
could have been amongst those massacred by the Israeli forces on the high seas. May besom 
you, I and a delegation of American Jewish, Christian, Muslim and other leaders will lead a 
convoy to break the siege, if not already ended. 

No doubt, you agree that like the Israelis, and other peoples in the Free World, the 
Palestinians are entitled to and must have the same equal rights to live free, with justice, pea e 
and security. Every human life is as dear as the other. Palestinian and Arab life is not less , I 
precious NOR less sacred than Israeli life. We the embracers and cherishers of justice and perce 
for all, need to shore up and substantiate our slogans and rhetoric with real serious action to ard 
1hat end. History taught us that when people are determined to be free, they shall be free. Isr l's 
survival rests in its ability to co-exist with the Palestinian people with equal justice, peace aii l 
security for all- nothing less. 

I plan to be in Washington D.C. for the ADC 30'" Anniversary Convention on June 41
' 

through June 6'", and call upon you to arrange for a joint-meeting with the "White House" to 
renew our commitment for justice and peace, and us.her the way for concrete actions to achic e 
sustainable peace. 

Best regards, 

Shafic M. Budron 

3 

I 
I 
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****************************************************************** 

Shafic Ml. 1!111dron, Ph.D. 
President & CEO 
WasteTech*AltEnergy*Technology Bi Processes*Construction &. Development*Design-Build*MO&M 

Burr Ridge, IL 60527 
Cell (847) 489-7999 • Fax (630) 794-9329 • www.AGSustalnableSolutions.com 

NOTICE: This communication (including all attachments) is Intended solely for the use of tl1e person(s) to whom It Is !iddressed and 
should be treated as a conndential Allied Group commul'.licatio-n that may be lega,lly privileged. If you are not the Intended recipient, ou 
must not review, retri!insmit, print, convert to hilrd copy, co-py, disseminate, or use this email or its attachments. If you have receive this 
emBlll In error, please immediately delete this email from your computer system(s} and notify the sender by return email, by telepho eat 
{847) 489-7999, or by fax at (630} 794-9329. Your cooperation is apprecieted. Please note that if this email message contains a 
forwarded message or is a reply to a prior message, some or all of the contents of thisi mes.sage or any attachments may not have be n 
produced by the sender or Allied Group. Th11nk you. Allled Group Sustainable SOiutions, Inc. 

~Before printing this email or any attachments, please think about your responsibility and commitment to the ENVIRONMEN . 

·--------·------------
From: Shafic M. Budron, Ph.D. [mailto:SMBudron@AGSustainableSolutions.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 1:42 AM 
To: Shafic M. Budron 
Subject: Open Letter: People of Conscience Condemn Israeli Massacre and Call To Sustained Action 

Open Letter To Esteemed Friend\', Administration Officials and Congressional Leaders: 

This morning we wake up to the dreadful news of!srael's premeditated massacre 
committed by the Israeli forces against unrumed humanitarian activists on the "Gaza Freedom 
Flotilla". Twenty hwnanitarian workers were slaughtered and about eighty were wounded by ·he 
Israeli forces in International waters. This arrogant murderous act is another flagrant and 
provocative defiance for the International Community and another violation of The Universal. 
Declaration of Human Rights, The Fourth Geneva Convention, International Law and the U .S 
Anns Export Act. 

Israel's reprehensible ru1d unfathomable actions are manifestations of a delusional, ne. r­
insane and deranged, yet routine, conduct, which threatens regional and wor.ld peace. These 
heinous actions with all the local and global implications, as well as the repercussions on U.S. 
leadership, responsibility and corresponding National Security and Interests demand from us· o 
rise to the commensurate level. We must connect and do all which is necessary to restore reas n 
and justice amidst insanity and oppression. 
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J-Street's Executive Director, Jeremy Ben-Ami, in a statement titled Shocking News ff 
Gaza said. "This shocking outcome of an effort to bring humanitarian relief to the people of 
Gaza is in part a consequence of the ongoing, counterproductive Israeli blockiide of Gaza. J 
Street has been and continues to be opposed to the blockade" ... , "today is one more nail in 
coffin for hopes of ending the Israeli-Palestinian conflict peacefully and diplomatically". 

Americans For Peace Now President & CEO, Debra DeLce, in a statement titled Tra ed ' 
off Gaza Coast said, "An Israeli attempt to intercept one of the ships that was part of an 
international Gaza aid flotilla ended in disaster." ... , "one thing is clear: Israel's policy of 
blockading Gaza is untenable and increasingly indefensible. The time has come for a re­
evaluation of cun-ent policies." ... , "Israel has learned thrnugh painful experience that mi lita1 y 
force alone cannot eliminate threats. It is time for a new approach." 

Peace Now Chief, Yariv Oppenheimer, in a11 Israeli newspaper Ma'ariv titled Israel's 
moral decadence wrote, 'Tonight Israel marked a new low point in the way it chose to conte1 d 
with its domestic and external policy dissi.dents'' ... , ''Witl1 the use of our repression mcchani ms . 
and the encouragement of the IDF spokesman we will again dissociate from reality and the rid : 
and manufacture our own unique script in which we are the victims and the whole world is I 
against us as usual." ... , "The price for the unfortunate results of the fleet will be paid primar ly 
by the families of those who were killed at sea last night. Next in line to pay the price will be the 
residents of Israel who want peace and the end of the conflict with all their hearts, and who ish 
to stop tlie cycle of bloodshed and live in a saner country." ... , "Without a loud voice ofprot. st 
by a patriotic Israeli public calling on its leaders to change course, we will all find ourselves in a 
morally and politically decadent country, slowly sinking into the depths." 

It is evident that we have an Israeli leadership which has gone insane and out of touc\ll· 
Th.is leadership has becom.e a menace to both Israelis and Palestinians, regi. ·onal and world pe,ce. 
People of conscious can no longer stay silent and watch idly as Israel gets away with murder nd 
"'state-intlicted-ten-orism" time a11d time again. For the sake of both the Israeli and Palestinia 
peoples, and the peoples of the region and the world, we must take a stand. We are the silent 
majority who failingly allowed insane megalomaniac radicals hijack the agenda and lead us ~ 
closer to doomsday, while in our hearts we embrace and vie for reason, justice, peace, securit 
and prosperity for all. It is imperative that, as a minimum, we mobilize and activate our coalit on 
partners, like-minded organizations.and leaders to join in a sustained Movement calling on t e 
Obama administration and U.S. Congress to ensuring: 

I. Independent International Investigation into the Massacre and holding accountable those 
responsible for planning, ordering and executing war crimes and crimes against humanity; 

2. End of siege, sanction and embargo on Gaza; 

3. The Palestinian people, including the Palestinians of Gaza, be afforded the sa1.11e universal an 
inalienable rights as all other peoples in the Free World. 

4. No one State, Group or Person is to be placed above the law. 
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Israel cannot rationally expect to enjoy peace and security, while at the same time deny them o 
the Palestinirm people and its neighbors. Israel's survival will be neither guaranteed by its sh er 
military might nor the strengths of its bonds with an external force- no matter how powe1ful- ut 
rather by its ability and resolve to Jive injustice and peace wilh the Palestinian people. Noth" g 
else short of that will ever stand!. 

*************************** 

Shafk M. IBudron, Ph.I>. 
Burr Ridge, IL 60527 
Cell (847) 489-7999 

S!rnfic M. Budron Co-founder of: 1.) Arab-Jewish For Justice & Peace in the Middle East; 2. 
African Americans for Justice & Peace in Palestine/ Israel; 3.)Council of Arab American 
Organizations; and more ... 

Sha fie M. Budron is a National Treasurer and Chair of the Planning Committee of The 
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC), which is non-profit, non-sectarian and non-parti an, 
is the largest Arab-American civil rights organization in the United States. tt was founded in 1980 by 
former Senator James Abourezk to protect the civil rights of people of Arab descent in the United Stat s 
and to promote the cultural heritage of the Arabs. ADC has 38 chapters nationwide, including chapter in 
every major city in the country, and members in all 50 states. 

The ADC Research Institute (ADC-RI), which was founded in 1981. is a Section 501 (c)(3) educational 
organization that sponsors a wide range of programs on behalf of Arab Americans and of importance o 
all Americans. ADC-RI programs include research studies, seminars, conferences and publications ti\ t 
document and analyze the discrimination faced by Arab Americans in the workplace, schools, media, nd 
governmental agencies and institutions. ADC-RI also celebrates the rich cultural heritage of the Arabs 

6 

I 
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I I 

!RELEASED IN PART B5I I 
Law, Rosemarv C I 

From: Kim, John J (Kimm) 
Sent: Saturday, October 16, 2010 6:05 AM 
To: Daley, John D; Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda; Joyce, Anne 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Schwartz, Jar athan B; 

Perina, Alexandra H 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
SensilivityCode: Sensitive 

' 
I 

I 

I 
SBU 

I 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. I 

I 
I 
I 

-.~ ···~-·-"· ··~···--·--..-- .. ··-·-----·------.. ~--.-.. --- --· ~- -1-
From: Daley, John D 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 9:31 PM 

' I 
To: Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda; Joyce, Anne I 

Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Perina, Alexanc ra H ' I Subject: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? ' 

John/Karen - I J 

The press is reporting today that lawyers for the families of those killed by Israeli forces in connection with t e Flo~illa jl 

incident this spring have sent a letter to the ICC Prosecutor urging him to take action. Evidently their jurisdic; fonal , 
theory is based on an allegation that the ship, although Turkish operated, was flying the Comoros flag and ap aren~ly I 

7 
. I 

[@\flE\/VAUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad,_Senior R!!vievver] I 
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I ' 
was registered there. While neither Turkey or Israel are Rome Statute parties, Comoros is B5 

' 

Thanks. 

I 

I 

' 

' ·I 
' 

B 

1 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141574 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept03256

UNL.;LA::>::>lrlt:U U.::>. uepartment or ::>rate L.;ase NO. r-L'.U"IU-U4"1b'5 uoc NO. L.;U:J"l4"1:0/b uate: "IL'./"I //L'.U"IL'. 

!RELEASED IN PART BSI 

Law, Flosemar C 

From: Kimball, Emily J , 
Thursday, February 24, 2011 6:04 PM . . I 
Banos, Mariano H; Swiney, Gabriel; Gorove, Katherine M; Buchwald, Todd F; Jae bsori, li1da 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: RE: Clearance: QA35 Goldstone Flotilla.docx • 
Attachments: 110224 QA35 Goldstone Flotilla.docx I 

I 
These are the edits we suggested for a similar piece in the HRC priorities demarche earlier today. Todd: Do s this loo~ 
ok to you? 1 I 
Emily 

From: Banos, Mariano H 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 2:50 PM 
To: Swiney, Gabriel; Gorove, Katherine M; Buchwald, Todd F; Jacobson, Linda; Kimball, Emily J 
Subject: RE: Clearance: QA35 Goldstone Flotilla.docx 

We just did the complimentarity piece with Emily in a sep doc. Looping her in to send her latest language. 

Marla no 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Swiney, Gabriel 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 2:16 PM 
To: Gorove, Katherine M; Buchwald, Todd F; Jacobson, Linda; Banos, Mariano H 
Subject: RE: Clearance: QA35 Goldstone Flotilla.docx 

Passed the message along. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

I 
~ I 
11 .... I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
l 

From: Gorove, Katherine M 
---------------- ---'-·~ -- - ---------

Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2011 2:14 PM 
To: Buchwald, Todd F; Swiney, Gabriel; Jacobson, Linda; Banos, Mariano H 
Subject: FW: Clearance: QA35 Goldstone Flotilla.docx 
Importance: High 

jREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 

I 
I 

i 

I 
. ' 
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This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Swiney, Gabriel 
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 20111:57 PM 
To: Buchwald, Todd F 
Cc: Gorove, Katherine M 
Subject: FW: Clearance: QA35 Goldstone Flotilla.docx 
Importance: High 

Todd, I haven't followed Goldstone etc. at all. In Kate's absence, do you want to clear on this? 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

-+- ~ 

I 

---....+------"""'T- - - . 
. ' From: Zurcher, Kenneth M 

Sent: Thursday, February 24, 20111:54 PM I 
To: Reisser, Wesley J; Bass, Warren; Ried, Curtis R (USUN); Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); Doutrich, Jack T; Re 
Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA); Jacobson, Linda; Swiney, Gabriel 
Subject: Clearance: QA35 Goldstone Flotilla.docx 
Importance: High 

I 

. '"" 1; 

Good afternoon, 

Attached please find the HF ACO Q&A on Goldstone and the Flotilla. As these papers draw 100% f om 
previously cleared material- I appreciate any ability to provide your comments/clearance by COB t day. 

Thank you, 
Ken 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

2 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
' 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
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law, Rosema c 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Classification: 
SensitivityCode: 

Ok, looping in Courtney 

SBU 

!RELEASED IN PART BSI 

Lapenn, Jessica 
Tuesday, October 19, 2010 5:02 PM 
Jacobson, Linda 
Nemrofl, Courtney R (USUN) 
RE: Falk report statement 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

-----+--1-- -1-
From: Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 5:02 PM 
To: Lapenn, Jessica 
Subject: RE: Falk report statement I 

I 

Jessye, Todd and I just talked and he will be sending within minutes some language on this. , ·J 

·------··-- --·-- ' ---t_J __ . -- . ·--------------------·-----·---
From: Lapenn, Jessica , II 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 5:01 PM ', ' I 
To: Morrison, Andrew L; Honigstein, Michael D; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Nemroff, Courtney R (USl,I~) 1 
Cc: Cassidy, Joseph P; Evans, Heidi B; Dolan, JoAnn; Dautrich, Jack T; Nossel, Suzanne F; Zurcher, Kenneth, ; Na~<inj~, 
Brian R; Jacobson, Linda; Buchwald, Todd F · I 
Subject: RE: Falk report statement 

I 
• I 

Given that time is ticking - we have minutes until this must go to Ambassador Rice -we won't resolve this is ue, sq will 
m_ove the text without the additions - but be mindful of the issues that Andy raises for "next time," which su ely t~ereJ 
will~. i 

Attached version has new last para (DRL and NEA- plse have a look) taken from yesterday at UNSC that USU wo~ld 
1
1 

like to add. 

i 
Suzanne- can you plse review on BB, and we'll then pass to Gerry. Thanks I Jessye 

I 
SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewed I 
----+-~-L 

i 
From: Morrison, Andrew L 
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 4:40 PM 
To: Lapenn, Jessica; Honigstein, Michael D; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Nemroff, Courtney R (USUN) . 
Cc: Cassidy, Joseph P; Evans, Heidi B; Dolan, JoAnn; Dautrich, Jack T; Nossel, Suzanne F; Zurcher, Kenneth 

3 

I 
; Na~anj~, 

I 
I 

I 
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Brian R; Jacobson, Linda; Buchwald, Todd F 
Subject: FW: Falk report statement 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

I 

I 

from: Morrison, Andrew L • 
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 4:34 PM · f 
To: Lapenn, Jessica; Honigstein, Michael D; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Nemroff, Courtney R (USUN) . 
Cc: Cassidy, Joseph P; Evans, Heidi B; Dolan, JoAnn; Doutrich, Jack T; Nossel, Suzanne F; Zurcher, Kenneth ~; Nal~nj , 
Brian R; Jacobson, Linda; Buchwald, Todd F 1 

Subject: RE: Falk report statement • I 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

• 1· ' 

;,;~,;:;~-~-p-e-nn-, -Je-ss-ica---------------------------------~--~t 
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 3:46 PM · I 
To: Morrison, Andrew L; Honigstein, Michael D; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Nemroff, Courtney R (USUN) 
Cc: Cassidy, Joseph P; Evans, Heidi B; Dolan, JoAnn; Dautrich, Jack T; Nossel, Suzanne F; Zurcher, Kenneth ~ 
Subject: RE: Falk report statement 

4 

! ! 
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I 
i 

--~-~I 

- ----- ------
' 

- ----

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

--- -- ---- --+-~-----
From: Morrison, Andrew L I 

Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 3:33 PM 
To: Honigstein, Michael D; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Nemroff, Courtney R (USUN); Lapenn, Jessica 
Cc: Cassidy, Joseph P; Evans, Heidi B; Dolan, JoAnn; Dautrich, Jack T; Nessel, Suzanne F; Zurcher, Kenneth \~ 
Subject: RE: Falk report statement 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

--·---· --
From. Horngstem, Michael D I 
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 3:25 PM 
To: Morrison, Andrew L; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL}; Nemroff, Courtney R (USUN); Lapenn, Jessica 
Cc: Cassidy, Joseph P; Evans, Heidi B; Dolan, JoAnn; Dautrich, Jack T; Nessel, Suzanne F; Zurcher, Kenneth 
Subject: Re: Falk report statement 

Mike 

Michael Honigstein 
Human Rights Section Chief 
Office of Human Rights, Humanitarian and Social 
Affairs (10/HR) 
Bureau of International Organizations 

I 

I 

I 

I 

' 

-+ 
:1 

i 
I 

----------,-----:_J_ 
From: Morrison, Andrew L . ·1 
To: Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Nemroff, Courtney R (USUN); Lapenn, Jessica; Honigstein, Michael D 
Cc: Cassidy, Joseph P; Evans, Heidi B; Dolan, JoAnn; Dautrich, Jack T; Nessel, Suzanne F; Zurcher, Kenneth 
Sent: Tue Oct 19 1S:lS:S8 2010 
Subject: RE: Falk report statement 

5 
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I I 

Privacy/Pll 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. I 

~~~:~~=:!~~~~~~~~r ~,a;~~o-R 2-\~-~~-M------·--·---····---------·-----------~ t 
To: Nemroff, Courtney R (USUN); Lapenn, Jessica; Honigstein, Michael D ; I 
Cc: Cassidy, Joseph P; Morrison, Andrew L 
Subject: RE: Falk report statement 

i I 
Thank you. Barbara already looked at it and did not have any additions or need to clear. I think we need ton ave t~is ~P 
to the FOs of 10 and DRL so get out of here by COB. f 

Will 10 bring this to DAS Nossel for approval? 

Best, 
Sarah 

Sarah Johnston-Gardner 
Foreign Affairs Officer 
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor (DRL) 
Office of Multilateral and Global Affairs (MLGA) 
202-647-2286 

I 
I 
'i 

I 
I 
I 

From: Nemroff, C~-u-rt·n·e-·y-R_(_U-SU_N_)-------------------------- - --1-- -+--1 · 
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 2:20 PM 
To: Lapenn, Jessica; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Honigstein, Michael D 
Cc: Cassidy, Joseph P; Morrison, Andrew L 
Subject: RE: Falk report statement 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Lapenn, Jessica 
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 2:08 PM 

6 

I 

I 
I 

'i 

I 
I 

-~-j-
1 

,j 

I 
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To: Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Honigstein, Michael D 
Cc: Cassidy, Joseph P; Morrison, Andrew L; Nemroff, Courtney R (USUN) 
Subject: RE: Falk report statement 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL) 
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 2:07 PM 
To: Lapenn, Jessica; Honigstein, Michael D 
Cc: Cassidy, Joseph P 
Subject: Falk report statement 

I 

I 

It has been cleared with D(S) and is attached. I am in discussions with NEA and SEMEP about it now, but oth rwis~ it i 

cleared and ready for FO approval in 10 and DRL. ' 

---------------------··--.. --·-·---

Best, 
Sarah 

Sarah Johnston-Gardner 
Foreign Affairs Officer 
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and labor (DRL} 
Office of Multilateral and Global Affairs (MLGA) 
202-647-2286 

From: Lapenn, Jessica 
Sent: Tuesday, October 19, 2010 1:33 PM 
To: Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Honigstein, Michael D 
Cc: Cassidy, Joseph P 
Subject: RE: Meeting with Arthur Lenk 

Can you send me current draft of Falk statement? Thanks! 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

7 

----·---·----------~---~ --

- ____ L_ 

I 
-1- ~.I 

. ' 

I 
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From: Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL) 
Sent: Monday, October 18, 2010 6:22 PM 
To: Honigstein, Michael D; Lapenn, Jessica 
Cc: Cassidy, Joseph P 
Subject: Meeting with Arthur Lenk 

Hello, 

----- - ·------·--·------··-------···-·- , __ . _________ ---·-· •f . 

I ran into Eliav from the Israeli embassy and he told me Arthur Lenk from the MFA will be in town this Frida and i~ 
meeting with DAS Nossel. Would you mind if we joined? 

Best, 
Sarah 

Sarah Johnston-Gardner 

Foreign Affairs Officer 
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor (DRL) 
Office of Multilateral and Global Affairs (MLGA) 
202-647-2286 

I 
I 

B I 
I 
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Law, Rosemarv C !RELEASED IN PART I 
1B5, BG I 

'"" Uoo~ 
From: Martin, Julie B 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 1 :25 PM 
To: Aswad, Evelyn M 
Cc: Banos, Mariano H; Dolan, JoAnn; Perina, Alexandra H; Pomper, Stephen E; Jaco' 

Harris, Robert K 
Subject: RE: HRC Gaza resolution - status of negotiations I 

I 
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED I 
Thanks, Evelyn. Following our call, with Suzanne, Eileen, et. al, Mariano and others will take a look at the tex' to id~nti y 

1 · 

BS:. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. I 

I 
: I .. - --t-· 

From: Aswad, Evelyn M ' 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 5:29 PM ' ' 

I 
Yo: Martin, Julie B I 
Cc: Banos, Mariano H; Dolan, JoAnn; Perina, Alexandra H; Pomper, Stephen E; Jacobson, Linda; Harris, Robe tK 

I I 
Subject: FW: HRC Gaza resolution - status of negotiations 

I ' 
L ONLY E-MAIL CHAIN 

i 

! ' 

- - - --·~------ -~- - ------ -----~ .. --··-·--·--....... -··---<t--· 
From: cassayre, Mark l 

' Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 9:33 AM I 

To: 'Shapiro, Daniel B.'; Powell, (atherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Bass, Warren; Nossel, Suzanne F; I 
jpcassidyl · Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; As)Na1 
Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; S mon, 
Jennifer J; Busby, Scott W.; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; K~an~a, 
Melanie J; Griffiths, Douglas M; Kumar, Prem G.; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbaue ,Am¥W 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, GE raid G; j 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; 10-HR-DL; Martin, Julie B : I Subject: HRC Gaza resolution - status of negotiations 

B6 

BS 

Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerl ! !REVIEW AUTHORITY: ! 
I 
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----------------------··---------------

There were some other minor suggestions for language changes, but nothing too major. 

From: Shapiro, Daniel B. [mailto:Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 2:58 PM 

I 

To: Powell, Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Bass, Warren; Nossel, Suzanne F; jpcassidy~ } Ashraf, Mad~hal 
S; Cue, Lourdes c; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; nopf, I 
Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Busby, Scott W.; Perna, : ·I 
Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Mela ie J; , I 
Griffiths, Douglas M; Kumar, Prem G.; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W I 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, G raid q; I 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; IO-HR-DL I 
Subject: RE: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST I 

I 
' ··----·----------------------------------· 

From: Powell, Catherine [mailto:PowellC@state.gov] , I 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 8:56 AM , 1 

85 

86 

85 

To: Ostermeier, Amy A; Bass, Warren; Nossel, Suzanne F; jpcassidy Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, ourdes cj 
Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; L . ;il-H~R-D/-; 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Busby, Scott W.; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwa , Jonathan 
B; Pamper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, Douglas M; Shapirol Dant.el Bl; 
Kumar, Prem G.; Wolff, Alex D {USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W I 

86 

Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, Ge aid Cl; I 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; IO-HR-DL , I : · 
Subject: Re: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 11 

Looping in Bill Burke-White and Daina Rand for S/P. 

From: Ostermeier, Amy A 
To: Bass, Warren; Nossel, Suzanne F; 'jpcassid <jpcassidy ; Ashraf, Madeeha 
Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, 

. I ·;Cue~ 
effrey G; 

1 
I Knopf, Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; 

'scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov' <scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov>; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; omp~r, 
Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, Douglas M; 'dshapiro@nsc.eop. ov' 
<dshapiro@nsc.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nsc.eop.gov' <Prem_G._Kumar@nsc.eop.gov>; Wolff, Alex D ( SUN)i 
Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W ; 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, Ge aid q; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; IO-HR-DL 
Sent: Tue Jun 01 08:49:16 2010 
Subject: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 

i 
I 
I 

I 

86 

Thanks to Warren and Scott for their suggestions. I've added a suggested 
in the attached (tracked). 

. I 85 
and the NSC s cha~ge$ 

-----~ , I 

2 I 
I 
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We'd appreciate clearance/comments from others on the draft! 

Many thanks, 

Amy 

Amy A. Ostermeiet, Deputy Director 
Bureau of International Org;;inization Affairs 
Office of Human Rights (10/HR) 
(ph) 202-647-3901 
(fx) 202-647-4628 

I 
I 

I 
I 

ostermeieraa@state.gov 'I 

From: Bas~; War~~~----- ------------>·-t 
Sent: Tuesday, lune 01, 2010 7:38 AM ! 
To: Nossel, Suzanne F; ~pcassidy@hotmail.com'; Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes c; Aguilera, Patricia; Little ohn, ).R.I 
Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton 'I ; Leg$1-
HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer l; 'scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov'; Perin~, : i 
Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melar ie J; I 
Griffiths, Douglas M; 'dshapiro@nsc.eop.gov'; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nsc.eop.gov'; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Germain Eller! J j 
(USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL I 
Subject: Re: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote tomorrow - clearance by 10 AM EST 

i 

I 
A-d-ding~_s_u_N-/N_Y_a_n_d_N_s_c_/_N_EN_A_l~------============~~~~~~~~~~~~l~~-1-~-' _j_ 
From: Nessel, Suzanne F 
To: 'jpcassidy@hotmail.com' <jpcassidy@hotmail.com>; Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patrici~; 
Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, 
Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Bass, Warren; , 
'scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov' <scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov>; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, 
Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, Douglas M ' ' 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL 
Sent: Mon May 31 23:32:34 2010 
Subject: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote tomorrow - clearance by 10 AM EST 
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- ------------ ------------ -------- ---- ____ LJ 

Many thanks, 
Suzanne 

I 

I 

I 

;:i::r::~:t::~;o:~s:~:it::r:~:c~~:~n:: ::: :~~~n~:;:~:::~~:~.v:: well as by the provisions of the 4 ivers~I I 
Declaration for Human Rights, , i 

' ! 

Taking into consideration the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention for the protection of civilian persons in tirrles tf 
war of 12 August 1949, ' I 

Emphasizing the importance of the safety and well-being of all civilians including humanitarian personnel, 

Expressing grave concern also at the deepening humanitarian crisis in Occupied Gaza, 

Emphasizing the need to ensure sustained and regulqr flow of goods and people into Occupied Gaza and wel ~ominb th~ 
initiatives aimed at creating and opening humanitarian corridors and other mechanisms for the sustained deliv ~ry of, I 
humanitarian aid; I 
1. Condemns in the strongest terms possible the outrageous attack by the Israeli forces against the humanitar an fl0lillalof 
ships which resulted in the killing and injuring of many innocent civilians from different countries; · I 
2. Deeply deplores the loss of life of innocent civilians and expresses its deepest sympathy and condolences,;> the I 
victims and their families; j 

3. Requests the ICRC to seek and provide information on the whereabouts status and condition of the detaine and' I 
injured persons j 

4. Demands the Occupying Power Israel to immediately release all detained men and material and facilitate their safe jl 

return to their homelands. 

5. Calls upon the Occupying power Israel to ensure the unimpeded provision of humanitarian assistance, inclujing qf JI 

food, fuel and medical treatment to the occupied Gaza strip; 

6. Welcomes the statements of the Secretary General UN and the High Commissioner for Human Rights condemning t~e 
Israeli attacks and calls for the full accountability and credible independent inquiries into these attacks. : I 
7. Decides to dispatch an independent international fact finding mission to investigate violations of internatiom I law: 
resulting from the Israeli attacks on the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian assistance. : I 

8. Decides to remain seized of this matter. 

From: Joseph Cassidy [ · I 
To: Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine 
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Ostermeier, Amy A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thorn s H; 
Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Bass, Warren; scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov <scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov~; 
Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Nessel, Suzanne F; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; 
jpcassidy@hotmail.com <jpcassidy@hotmail.com>; DRL-MLGA-DL 
Sent: Mon May 31 16:37:03 2010 I 
subject: URGENT -- Clearance needed Monday afternoon I 
I ask that you review and clear this statement, which will be delivered tomorrow morning by An bassador 
Donohoe at a special event within this UN Human Rights Council session, as soon as possible. I 85 

Thanks, Joe 

(begin text) 

Statement by Ambassador Eileen Donohoe on the Flotilla Incident 
for the Human Rights Council special session, June 1, 2010 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

s 

I 
'I 

' I 

i 

I 
'i 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-L~~L~ 

Thank you. 
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Law, Rosemar C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

I 

I 
!RELEASED IN PART ss;BG] 

Martin, Julie B : I 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 6:35 AM : j 
Ostermeier, Amy A; Geneva HRC Delegation; Griffiths, Douglas M; Cassidy, Jes ph P; 
Nessel, Suzanne F; Donoghue, Joan E; Pamper, Stephen E; Aswad, Evelyn M; H rris, 8ob rt 
K; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H; Townley, Steph n G; 
Jacobson, Linda; Heinemann, Thomas B; Anderson, Gerald C; Fitzpatrick, Kathie n M · 

1 

Re: Urgent Guidance Request RE Gaza Flotilla Resolution · 

···--- -·- -- J 

Amy - thanks, this __ is in our mark-up. !~---------------------~-~~] 
c==~~~~~~~~I 

----- Original Message ----- ! 
From: Ostermeier, Amy A ' 
To: Martin, Julie B; Geneva HRC Delegation; Griffiths, Douglas M; Cassidy, Joseph P; Nos~el 
Suzanne F; Donoghue, Joan E; Pamper, Stephen E; Aswad, Evelyn M; Harris, Robert K; S~hwartz, 
Jonathan B; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H; Townley, Stephen G; Jacobson, Linja; 1 / 

Heinemann, Thomas B; Anderson, Gerald C; Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M · 
Sent: Tue Jun 01 06:30:27 2010 · · 'I 

Subject: Re: Urgent Guidance Request RE Gaza Flotilla Resolution i 

Thanks, 

AO 
Sent via blackberry 

: I 
: I 

I 
----- Original Message ----- , I 
From: Martin, Julie B 
To: Geneva HRC Delegation; Griffiths, Douglas M; Cassidy, Joseph P; Nessel, Suzanne ~; ' I 
Ostermeier, Amy A; Donoghue, Joan E; Pamper, Stephen E; Aswad, Evelyn M; Harris, R6)ertiK; 
Schwartz, Jonathan B; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H; Townley, Stephen G; Jacobso~, 1 

Linda; Heinemann, Thomas B I 
Sent: Tue Jun 01 06:13:50 2010 

1 
Subject: Urgent Guidance Request RE Gaza Flotilla Resolution 

' 

I !REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ I 
I 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141591 Date: 12/17/2012 

BS 



StateDept03271

UNCLAt>t>lt-Jt:U U.t>. ueparrment or t:>tate vase l\JO. 1-Lu-1u-u4·10" uuc t\lo. vuo 1.q 1o:::i 1 ucne: 1L1111Lu IL 

we need to know how critical it is to ad res.$ 
these points and others you may identify. 

My blackberry is should you wish to reach me via phone. 

Thanks, 

Julie 

B 

I 
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I 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: Mcleod, Mary (USUN) I 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 5:09 PM 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Gorove, Katherine M; Harris, Robert K; Aswad, Evelyn M 
Cc: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G 
Subject: RE: Is Quartet investig'n feasible with HRC investig'n? i 

I 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
SensilivityCode: Sensitive 

~-

BS 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

I 
I 

I 
-~ - --- .. . ·-·· ·- - -;-+ 

From: Jacobson, Linda I Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 5:03 PM 

i To: Gorove, Katherine M; Harris, Robert K; Aswad, Evelyn M; Mcleod, Mary (USUN) 
Cc: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G ' I ! 

Subject: RE: Is Quartet investig'n feasible with HRC investig'n? ' I I 
I 

' .. - . -·--~-· -- --- - ~- --··- --- - . ~- l From: Gorove, Katherine M 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 4:53 PM 

I i 
I 

To: Jacobson, Linda; Harris, Robert K; Aswad, Evelyn M; Mcleod, Mary (USUN) I 
Cc: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G I 

Subject: Is Quartet investig'n feasible with HRC investig'n? I 
. 

'I !REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior j 
' I Reviewer 
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law, Rosemarv C 

From: Mcleod, Mary (USUN) 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 4:35 PM 
To: Mitchell. Mary T; Jacobson. Linda 

' Cc: Townley, Stephen G 
Subject: RE: Flotilla investigation 

UNCLASSIFIED ' Classification: i 
SensilivityCode: Sensitive 

BS 

' 
I 

SBU I This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
I 
I 

--··~ ---4-From: Mitchell, Mary T 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 4:14 PM ' 

I To: Jacobson, Linda; Mcleod, Mary (USUN) 
Cc: Townley, Stephen G ' I 
Subject: RE: Flotilla investigation ' ' I ' 

I You're welcome,I I ' 
----·-- ~-··-- - --··-·- -~- -. ··tt From: Jacobson, Linda 

Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 4:08 PM 
To: Mitchell, Mary T; McLeod, Mary {USUN) 

I Cc: Townley, Stephen G 
Subject: RE: Flotilla investigation i I 

' I 
Thanks, very helpful. 

~- --~-~ -- -- ----·-------- --------- ·-· ----
From: Mitchell, Mary T I Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 4:06 PM I 
To: Jacobson, Linda; McLeod, Mary (USUN) I 
Cc: Townley, Stephen G 

I Subject: RE: Flotilla investigation 

Hi Linda 

.. 
I I IREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ ' 
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_,, ___ ,_ __ 

- -- - -----------------

----
From: Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:48 PM 
To: Mitchell, Mary T; Mcleod, Mary (USUN) 
Cc: Townley, Stephen G 
Subject: Flotilla investigation 

Steve and I were just asked by Jim to pull same material together (due tonight) an "options" I 

I 

Thanks far your help and sorry far the mad rush. Linda 

11 
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!RELEASED IN FULLI 

REPORT ON THE ISRAELI ATTACK 

ON THE HUMANITARIAN AID CONVOY TO GAZA 

ON31 MAY20Hl 

TURKISH NATIONAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY 

FEBRUARY 2011 
ANKARA 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Israeli military forces on the early hours of 31 May 2010 attacked in 

international waters an international and multi-faith convoy of six ships 

organized by a coalition of NGOs from 37 countries transporting certified 

humanitarian aid to the Gaza Strip. The attack took place 72 nautical miles from 

the nearest coast, and 64 nautical miles from the zone declared unlawful! y, as 

will be seen, blockaded by Israel. As a result of the attack, eight Turkish citizens 

and one US citizen of Turkish descent were killed. Over 70 passengers from a 

host of nationalities were wounded. One of these remains in a coma to this day. 

The vessels that set sail from Turkey had been duly inspected for security, 

immigration and customs. The passengers on board, their personal belongings 

and the large volume of humanitarian aid had also been thoroughly checked. It 

was firmly established that there were no firearms or any sort of weapon on 

board the vessels. Those Turkish ports from where the ships in the convoy set 

sail are duly certified under the International Ship and Port Facility Security 

Code (ISPS) of the International Maritime Organization. 

The Israeli forces mounted a full-fledged and well-planned attack with frigates, 

helicopters, zodiacs, submarines, and elite combat troops heavily armed with 

machine guns, laser-guided rifles, pistols and modified paintball rifles. The 

Israeli soldiers shot from the helicopter onto the Mavi Marmara using live 

ammunition and killing two passengers before any Israeli soldier descended on 

the deck. During the attack, excessive, indiscriminate and disproportionate force 

was used by the Israeli soldiers against the civilians on board. The Israeli 

military action was of excessive disproportion to such magnitude that the United 

Nations Human Rights Council Fact-Finding Mission used the terms "totally 

unnecessary and incredible violence ... unacceptable level of brutality". The 

Ueporl of rhe Turkish Commission ufl11quirJ' -I 
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passengers only exercised a lawful right of self-defense, without any firearms, 

against the armed attack of the Israeli forces. 

Once the Israeli forces took over the vessel, instead of exercising caution and 

restraint, they continued to brutalize and terrorize the passengers, abusing them 

physically, verbally and psychologically. The passengers were beaten, kicked, 

elbowed, punched, deprived of food and water, handcuffed, left exposed to sun, 

sprayed with sea-water for hours, and denied toilet access. 

During and after the ten hours of sailing to the port of Ashdod in Israel, most of 

the passengers were kept handcuffed. Some of them were stripped and searched; 

women were subjected to sexually humiliating treatment; one of them, a 

journalist, was forced to strip multipl~ times and a metal detector was placed 

between her legs. 

All passengers were forced to sign incriminatory statements in Hebrew which 

most did not even understand; they were not allowed access to legal assistance, 

or to consular officials, nor provided with proper and timely medical care. They 

were denied adequate food and were confined to restricted spaces with extreme 

temperatures. 

The Israeli officials confiscated all property belonging to the passengers. Aside 

from the unlawful seizure of personal property, evidences of critical importance 

to shed light on the attack was destroyed, tampered with or despoiled. 

The severe abuse against the passengers continued throughout their stay in 

Israel, including their transport to prison/hospital and therefrom to the Ben 

Gurion Airport which was the scene to the second most brutal episode in this 

tragedy. The passengers who arrived at the airport, exhausted by the ordeal they 

Ueport of the Turkish Cmnmission of !11q11iiy 5 
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were subjected to, were taunted, paraded as terrorists and enemies, verbally 

abused, spat on, bullied, pushed around and manhandled just to spark the 

slightest reaction which would be countered with massive retribution, resulting 

in mass beatings where officers brutalizing the passengers were shielded from 

view by their colleagues. 

The bodies of the deceased were completely washed and repatriated to Turkey 

without any accompanying medical and autopsy reports. The Mavi Marmara 

itself, when returned after being held for 66 days in Ashdod, had been scrubbed 

down thoroughly, blood stains completely washed off, bullet holes painted over; 

ship records, Captain's log, computer hardware, ship documents seized, CCTV 

cameras smashed, all photographic footage seized and presumably destroyed or 

withheld. 

The unlawfulness of the attack put aside, the killing of nine civilian passengers 

on the Mavi Marmara was first and foremost a violation of the right to life 

enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and also in the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) to which Israel 

has been a party since 1991. International Jaw was also violated as a result of 

mistreatment of injured and other passengers on board of the Mavi Marmara and 

in Ashdod by the Israeli forces and officials. 

Furthermore, the fact that the Israeli forces committed torture, engaged in 

degrading and inhuman treatment; forcibly deprived passengers of their human 

rights and fundamental freedoms, including the right to privacy, physical 

security and due process; and abused them physically and psychologically 

constitutes clear violations of the prohibition of torture and ill-treatment under 

Article 7 of the ICCPR and the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT) to which Israel has been 

Neporl ofthf! .Turki5h CommLrsiort ofl11quiry 6 
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a party since 1991. These acts also constitute a breach of Article 3 of the 

European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). 

The Israeli attack on the humanitarian aid convoy in international waters 

constitutes a violation of freedom of navigation and safety of navigation on the 

high seas. Freedom of navigation on the high seas is a long-standing rule of 

customary international law. The 1958 High Seas Convention and the 1982 

United Nations Law of the Sea Convention codify what widely recognized to be 

the customary international rules of the freedom of the high seas. One of the 

components of freedom of the high seas is the exclusive jurisdiction of the flag 

State. 

The Law of the Sea restricts the right of warships to seize a foreign ship, and its 

property and arrest the persons on board only in the case of pirate ships or 

aircraft. 

Israel's failure to recogmze its armed conflict with Hamas as one of 

international character precludes it from establishing any lawful naval blockade 

off the Gaza Strip. Since Israel's naval "blockade" on the Gaza Strip is 

unlawful, any act it performs as a function of this "blockade" is also unlawful 

par excellence. 

Israel's naval "blockade" against the Gaza Strip, as it existed on 31 May 2010, 

was also in violation of the principles of international law governing blockade, 

as laid down in the San Remo Manual. 

Even assuming, in arguendum, the validity of the basis of Israel's "blockade", 

its implementation would render it unlawful. It was excessive, unreasonable, and 

disproportionate to any military advantage to be achieved in relation to its 
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impact on the civilian population. This has been documented by numerous UN 

agencies and the international community at large. 

Numerous official statements acknowledged that Israel's blockade was "illegal" 

and had to be lifted, describing the blockade as "collective punishment on 

civilians." 

The blockade failed to meet the other requirements of a lawful naval blockade 

under international law, such as specifying the duration and extent of the 

blockade. 

Israel retains effective control over· the Gaza Strip and is generally recognized 

by the international community and the UN as the occupying power there. As a 

result, Israel cannot lawfully impose a blockade on the Gaza Strip. From this 

perspective also, the Israeli blockade is illegal and any interdiction based on 

such blockade is, by definition, unlawful. 

Finally, it is a central principle of international law that when a state violates its 

international obligations, it has a duty to make reparations for the wrongs 

committed and provide for compensation. 

This case is a critical litmus test for the international community in upholding 

the rule of law. No State should be allowed to act above the law. Impunity must 

give way to accountability. Israel must acknowledge its responsibility and 

accordingly convey a public apology to the Republic of Turkey and provide 

compensation for all damages and losses resulting from its unlawful attack. 

The condemnation of Israel's attack. is also crucial for the future of the right of 

navigation on the high seas. Otherwise, a dangerous precedential derogation 
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from that paramount right will be established-with far-reaching ramifications 

that may not be accurately estimated today. 
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INTRODUCTION 

On 11 August 2010, a Turkish National Commission of Inquiry was established 

to examine the Israeli military attack in international waters against the 

international aid convoy on 31 May 2010 which resulted in the killing of nine 

civilians and injury of many others. The Commission investigated the factual 

background of the attack, the ensuing violence and mistreatment endured by the 

passengers, as well as the legal implications and consequences of these acts. 

The Turkish National Commission of Inquiry included senior officials from the 

Board of Inspectors in the Office of the Prime Minister, the Ministry of Justice, 

the Ministry of Interior, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Under­

Secretariat for Maritime Affairs. The Commission examined pertinent 

international legal instruments as well as numerous depositions made and 

complaints lodged by survivors to Turkish judicial authorities upon their return 

to Turkey, solicited verbal and written testimonies from key witnesses, met with 

relevant authorities, consulted international law experts of renown, and carried 

out an on-site inspection in the Port of Iskenderun on those vessels in the convoy 

which had set sail from Turkish ports. 

The Turkish Commission of Inquiry was also tasked to prepare a report for 

consideration by the Panel of Inquiry set up by the UN Secretary-General on 2 

August 2010 on the matter, in accordance with the Presidential Statement issued 

by the UN Security Council on I June 20 I 0 which called for a "prompt, 

impartial, credible and transparent investigation conforming to international 

standards". 

The text of the abovementioned Presidential Statement is presented hereby to 

provide a full view of the basis of the UN inquiry process. 
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(S/PRST/2010/9) 

"The Security Council deeply regrels the loss of life and iryuries resulting from the 

use of force during the Israeli military operation in international waters against rhe 
convoy sailing to Gaza. The Council, in this context, condemns those acts which 
resulted in the loss of at least ten civilians and many wounded, and expresses its 

condolences to their families. 

"The Security Council requests the immediate release of !he ships as well as the 

civilians held by lsrael. The Council urges Israel to permit full consular access, to 
allow the countries concerned to retrieve their deceased and wounded ~mmediately, 

and to ensure the delivery of humanitarian assistance from the convoy to its 

destination. 

"The Security Council lakes note of the statement oflhe UN Secretary-General on the 

need to have a full investigation into the matter and it calls for a prompt, impartial, 
credible and transparent investigati.on conforming to international standards. 

"The Security Council stresses that the situation in Gaza is not sustainable. The 

Council re-emphasizes the importance of the fu/J implementation of Resolutions 1850 
and 1860. In that context, ii reiterates its grave concern at the humanitarian situation 
in Gaza and stresses the need for suStained and regular flow of goods and people to 

Gaza as well as unimpeded provision and distribution of humanitarian assistance 

throughout Gaza. 

"The Security Council underscores that the only viable solution to lsraeli-Palestinian 

conflict is an agreement negotiated between the parties and re-emphasizes that only a 

two-State solution, with an independent and viable Palestinian State living side by 
side in peace and security with Israel and its other neighbours, could bring peace to 
the region. 

"The Security Council expresses support for the proximity talks and voices concern 

that this incident took place while the proximity talks are underway and urges the 

parties to act with restraint, avoiding any unilateral and provocative actions, and all 
international partners to promote an atmosphere of cooperation between the parties 
and throughout the region. " 

This final report is a follow-up to the Interim Report submitted to the Panel on 1 

September 2010, in pursuance of the abovementioned task. 

The Commission remains committed to the fullest possible cooperation with the 

UN Panel of Inquiry. It accordingly stands ready and willing to furnish further 

information and clarification, wherever and whenever required. 
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I. STATEMENT OF THE FACTS 

"Jn 'international law, as in internal law, the 

ends do not justifo the means. The state 's power 

is not unlimited. Not all of the means are 

permitted. " "It is when the cannons roar that 

we especially need the 

laws . ., 

The Israeli Supreme Court, 11 December 2005 

A. The international humanitarian aid convoy 

In order to fully grasp the context and circumstances under which the tragedy 

unfolded in international waters on 31 May 2010, it is essential to have a clear 

understanding of the background which led to the organization of an 

international humanitarian aid convoy for the Gaza Strip and Israel's subsequent 

attack thereon. 

Israel was in full occupation of the Gaza Strip between 1967 and 2005. Under 

the disengagement in 2005, Israel withdrew its military and civilian components 

from the Gaza Strip, while still maintaining effective control over this area. 

Hamas' success at the legislative elections in 2006 prompted Israel to adopt 

policies aimed at delegitimizing Hamas. These policies picked up pace in 2007, 

as Hamas gained the upper hand against Falah in the internecine struggle in the 

Gaza Strip. 

While the makeshift rockets and mortars fired from the Gaza Strip to the 

southernmost areas of Israel caused few casualties and little material damage, 
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they provided Israel with a pretext to take action. Israel disproportionately 

responded with strict measures suffocating the Gaza Strip's entire population of 

approximately 1.5 million, half of which are children. These measures were 

aimed at the movement of persons, goods and capital in and out of the Gaza 

Strip, as well as the provision of electricity and fuel. Meanwhile Israel also 

sustained its punitive military actions against the Gaza Strip, which included 

systematic air, naval and land operations causing many civilian deaths since 

2005. 

It was against such a backdrop that Israel also imposed air, maritime, and land 

"blockades" against the Gaza Strip. 

At the end of 2008, Israel launched a full-scale military assault on the Gaza 

Strip. The attack caused some 1,400 deaths, mostly women and children, as well 

as the destruction of a substantial portion of the already weak infrastructure. The 

devastation was so great that an .international donors' conference was convened 

to help Gazans rebuild their livelihoods. Despite pledges amounting to 4.5 

billion USD, Israel's prohibitive policies against the Gaza Strip prevented any 

meaningful improvement on the ground, even bringing the United Nations 

projects to a standstill. 

The continuing d.eterioration of the situation and the Gazans' plight caused ever 

increasing alarm and concern within the international community. As it became 

evident that Israel's policies would continue to hinder the provision of adequate 

supplies from land, attention was turned to the idea of bringing in the assistance 

via the sea. Ultimately, Mr. John Ging, UN Relief and Works Agency's then-
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Director of Operations in Gaza had to make a public call to the international 

community to bring aid to Gaza by sea.1 

Attempts to assist Gaza by sea were not a novelty. The grim situation in Gaza 

had already led to the organization of various humanitarian missions. Following 

Israel's above-mentioned military operation, these attempts found a new source 

of inspiration in United Nations Security Council Resolution 1860 where the 

Council, expressing grave concern at the deepening humanitarian crisis in Gaza, 

and emphasizing the need to ensure sustained and regular flow of goods and 

people through the Gaza crossings, called for the unimpeded provision and 

distribution throughout Gaza of humanitarian assistance, including of food, fuel 

and medical treatment; welcomed the initiatives aimed at creating and opening 

humanitarian corridors and other mechanisms for the sustained delivery of 

humanitarian aid; and called on Member States to support international efforts to 

alleviate the humanitarian and economic situation in Gaza.2 

It is within such a context that a multitude of NGO's from a variety of countries 

came together in a coalition to help alleviate the alarming humanitarian crisis in 

Gaza. The principal Turkish NGO within the coalition was "Insan Hak ve 

Hlirriyetleri Vakf1" (the "Foundation for Human Rights and Freedoms"-IHH), 

which enjoys consultative status within the UN ECOSOC and performs 

humanitarian activities in over 120 countries worldwide since 1992. 

The coalition organized an international and multi-faith convoy of ships laden 

with certified humanitarian aid. The ships set sail in May 2010 from different 

1 See John Ging's staten1ents, Israel wanls clarification about UNRWA Gaz.a Director's call to break the siege, 
The Middle East Monitor, 4 May 2010, <http://www.middleeastmonilor.org.uk/news/rniddle-easU980-israel­
wunts-clnrification-about-unrwa-gaza-directors-cal 1-to-bren k-the-siege> 3 February 20 l 1 
2Security Council, United Nations, Resolution on the Situation in the Middle East including the Palestinian 
question S/RES/1860 (2009) 
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countries. The convoy consisted of passenger vessels "Mavi Marmara" 

(Comoros), "Sfendoni" (Togo) (referred to in some instances as the "8000"), 

"Challenger !" (US) and cargo vessels "Gazze I" (Turkish), "Eleftheri 

Mesogeio" (Greek) (also referred to in some instances as the "Sofia"), "Defne­

Y" (Kiribati).3 The total cargo on the six ships was in excess of 10,000 tons.4 

The passengers included Members of Parliaments from different European 

countries as well as a Member of the Knesset, academics, journalists, former 

diplomats including a retired US ambassador, religious leaders, elderly people, 

women, and the one-year-old son of the Mavi Marmara's Chief Engineer.5
•
6 

These passengers, who came from different walks of life and backgrounds, had 

united behind the humane goal of helping other persons in distress. 

B. The vessels that departed from Turkish ports 

The Mavi Marmara left Istanbul on 22 May 2010 with a crew of 29 and a 

cleaning and maintenance personnel of 42.7 The Port of Zeytinburnu (Istanbul), 

as all Turkish ports used by the vessels in the convoy, has an International Ship 

and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Certificate under the Convention on Safety of 

Life at Sea (SOLAS).8 All crew members and passengers were subjected to x­

ray checks, and customs and passport controls conforming to the pertinent 

international standards.9 On 25 May 2010, the vessel docked at the Port of 

Antal ya which it left on 28 May 2010 with a total of 546 passengers and 29 crew 

)For photographs of the vessels, see: The Foundation for Human Rights and Freedoms and Humanilarian Relief, 

Palestine Our Roule Humanitarian Aid Our Load Convoy Campaign Summary Report, p.12 

<http://www.ihh.org.trluploads/2010/insaniyardim-filosu-ozet-raporu en.pdf>, (Accessed 14 July 2010) 
4For a comprehensive description of the cargo, see Annex 3 (Section 1-4). 
5 For the crew and passenger lists of the vesseJs Mavi Marmara, Gazze and Defne~Y, see Annex 3 (Section 1~4), 
6 A video footage of the said baby is in Annex 7 (Clip19). 
7 For the testimo11y of Captain Mahmut Tural, see Annex 5 (Sectionl/i) 

H For the Statement of Compliance Documents (ISPS) of the Ports of Istanbul, Antal ya, Iskenderun and 

Zeytinburnu, see Annex 3 (Section 5) 
"For the customs records of the passengers and crew of the Mavi Marmara, see Annex 4 (Section 2 & 7) 
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members.10 Again, all the passengers and crew were subjected to the same 

stringent x-ray checks as well as customs and passport controls. All personal 

belongings and cargo were also thoroughly inspected and cleared. 11
• 

12
• 

13 

The Gazze-1 left the Port of lskenderun on 22 May 2010 with a crew of thirteen 

and five passengers, while the Defue-Y departed the Port of Zeytinburnu, 

Istanbul, on 24 May 2010 with a crew of thirteen and seven passengers, Both 

vessels underwent similar rigorous checks and controls. 

On 28 May 2010, the Mavi Marmara sailed towards the meeting point south of 

the island of Cyprus where all the vessels in the convoy were expected to get 

together. At the meeting point, Challenger-II was discovered to have become 

unfit to complete the rest of the planned journey. As a result, its 14 passengers 

were transferred to the Mavi Marmara. 14 The personal effects of the new arrivals 

were thoroughly checked by the crew of the Ma vi Marmara. 

The convoy sailed from the meeting point on 30 May 2010 at 16.00 on a bearing 

Of 222°. JS 

C. Diplomatic contacts prior to the departure of the convoy 

A number of diplomatic representations were carried out by Israeli authorities in 

Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and Ankara, demanding that Turkish authorities deny the 

convoy departure from Turkish ports, also insisting that, should the convoy sail 

on as planned, the aid be routed to Israel for inspection and subsequent delivery 

to its destination. 

10 For the customs records of the passengers and crew of the Ma vi Marmara, see Annex 4 (Section 2 & 7) 
11 For the written deposition of First Captain Mr. Mahmut Tural, see Annex 5 (Section 1/i) 
12 For the Statement of Compliance Documents of the Port of Antalya, see Annex 3 (Section 5) 

IJ For the Port Authority Records of Mavi Marmara, see Annex 3 (Section 1 & 2) 
14 For a list the passengers who boarded the Mavi Marmara from the Challenger-11, see Annex 3 (Section 8) 
15 For the map of the coordinates of the vessels during the time of journey see, Annex 3 (Section 5) 
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In reply, the Turkish authorities stressed the difficulties, in an open and 

democratic society, in preventing an NGO endeavor from lawfully departing 

Turkish ports. Nonetheless, the Turkish authorities pledged to inform the 

convoy's Turkish participants about tbe messages conveyed by Israel and to try 

to convince them to take the aid to Ashdod in Israel or to AI-Arish in Egypt. All 

these steps were taken prior to the departure of the convoy. The Turkish 

authorities also urged Israel repeatedly to act with maximum restraint and to 

avoid using force to intercept the vessels. 

On 28 May 2010, the Undersecretary of the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

told the US Ambassador in Ankara that contacts with the convoy's Turkish 

participants were starting to bear fruit, and that the IHH representatives agreed 

to eventually dock at AI-Arish. But the convoy would first try to approach the 

Gaza Strip and, if necessary, alter its course to AI-Arish. The Undersecretary 

also cautioned that Israel should act with maximum restraint and avoid using 

force by any means. He asked the US Ambassador to pass this message on to 

Israel. A few hours later, the Director General of the Israeli Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs called the Undersecretary to express their accord to the above. 

D. The Israeli attack 

Israeli forces, undermining the above-mentioned understanding, attacked the 

convoy in the early hours of 31 May 2010. The attack took place in international 

waters, 72 nautical miles from the nearest coast and 64 nautical miles from the 

so-called blockaded naval zone off the Gaza Strip.16 The Israeli soldiers were 

heavily armed with machine guns, laser-guided rifles, stun grenades, tasers, 

pistols and modified paintball rifles. 17
'
18

'
19 The Israeli forces mounted a full-

16 For the coordinates of the area in international waters ..yhere the Mavi Marmara was attacked, see Annex 3 

(Section 7) 
17 For witness accounts of weapons deployed by Israeli military personnel, see Annex 5 
1 ~ For video footage of Israeli soldiers during the attack, see Annex 7 (Clip 6 & 9) 
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fledged military attack with frigates, helicopters, zodiac inflatable military boats 

and submarines.20
'
21 

The attack on the Mavi Marmara resulted m the death of nine passengers, of 

whom eight were Turkish citizens and one was a US national of Turkish 

descent.22 Moreover, several dozen civilians were injured in the attack, some 

with serious bullet wounds and one still in a state of coma from which he is not 

expected to emerge.23 Other vessels in the convoy were not spared from the 

premeditated military attack by Israeli forces, either. 

i. Timeline of the attack 

30May 2010 

22.00 - Israeli interference on the satellite communications of the Mavi 

Marmara24
, as it sails at a south-southwesterly bearing of 222°. 25

,
26

,
27 

22.30 - The Mavi Marmara receives the first communication from Israeli naval 

forces, but no visual contact is established yet. The Israeli Navy demands the 

ship "to report the ship's identity and destination". Captain Mahmut Tural 

responds by "identifying the ship, stating the number of passengers on board, 

describing the humanitarian mission of the ship and notifying the port of 

destination as Gaza". The Israeli forces caution the Captain that a naval 

19 For the testimonies of Ban~ Oktay. Cengiz Kandilci, Ahn1et AbdUlazizogullan, Dilaver Kutluay, Mit~hael 
Curt, Alper Mullu, Ekre1n (:etin, Y~ar Kutluay, Cenk Silha Tatl1ses, Abdullah Keskin, Fatma Kaniloglu, Halis 

Ak1nc1, Musa 'Ozer, Nili..ifer Oren, Garoglan Guruyev, Musa (:ift'Yi,- Ersin Esen, Hakk1 Aygiln, see Annex S 

(Section 4) 
20 For video footage of Israeli rrnval vessels used during the attack, seen Annex 7 (Clip 2, 3 & 7) 
21 For the testimonies ofY~ar Kutluay, Ekrem (:etin, Cenk Silha Tatllses, Abdullah Keskin, Ban~ Oktay, Halis 
Ak1nc1, Musa Ozer, NiH.iter Oren, Garoglan 0W"uyev, Musa (:ifh;:i, Illas YJ!d1z, Ersin Esen, Mathias Gardell, and 

Gene SL Onge, see Annex 5 (Sections 4&5) 
22 For autopsy reports of those killed in the attack, see Annex 1 
2
J For treatment reports of those injured and treated in Turkey, see Annex 2 

24 For the testimony of Mr. Omit S6nmez see, Annex 5 (Section l/v) 
25 For the testimony of First Captain Mr. Mahmut Tural, see Annex 5 (Section 1/i) 
26 For the coordinates and position of the Mavi Marmara during its trip beginning from 29 May 2010, see the 
Maps obtained from Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs, see Annex 3 (Section 7) 
27 For the coordinates and position of the Ma vi Marmara during its trip beginning from 29 May 2010, see the 
Maps obtained from Republic of Turkey Undersecretarial for Maritime Affairs, sec Annex 3 (Section 7) 
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blockade exists off the coast of the Gaza Strip and that, approaching an area of 

hostilities, the ship should change course. The Captain insists that "the convoy is 

in international waters and Israel cannot demand a vessel on the high seas to 

change course. " 

Other ships in the convoy receive similar calls from the Israeli navy. 28
•
29 On 

board Challenger-I, Israeli citizen Huwaida Arraf, begins answering the Israeli 

Navy on behalf of the entire convoy, with the Captains' consent. Arraf 

repeatedly states the illegality of Israel's blockade, that they are unarmed 

civilians carrying only humanitarian aid, not constituting any threat to Israel, 

and that Israel should therefore refrain from using any violence against them. 30 

Some passengers maintain that later Israeli communications contained 

expletives.31 Arraf reports that the Israeli Navy stopped communicating with her 

at around 01.00-01.30.32 In any event, no demand was ever made by the Israeli 

forces to "stop, visit and search"_ the vessel. Fear spreads among passengers. On 

the Mavi Marmara, passengers don their life jackets.33 

23.30 - The vessel adopts a course at a bearing of 185°, the final destination of 

which would have been a point between A1-Arish and the Suez Canal; radar 

spots the first Israeli naval craft about three or four miles away .34 Israeli 

warnings continue in international waters, almost 100 nautical miles off the 

shores of Israel. 

28 For the testimony of First Captain Mr. Mahmut Tural, see Annex 5 (Section 1/i) 
i•i rabbletv, 9 July 2010; Gazc1 Freedom Convoy: Farooq Burney's eyewitness report (113). 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAbm~OyW'Z:z.w&feature=related (Accessed 6 August 2010) 
3° For the testimony of Huwaida Arraf, see Annex 5 (Section 5/x) 

:.n For the testimonies ofCengiz Kandilci and Dilaver Kut1uay, see Annex 5 (Section 4) 
Ji For the testimony of Huwaida Arraf, see Annex 5 (Section 5/x) 
;,;;,; For the testin1ony of Mr. Abdillhan1it Ate~. see Annex 5 (Section 5/xi) 

J
4 For the testimony of Captain Mahmut Tural, see Annex 5 (Section 1/i); for the coordinates and position of the 

Ma vi Mannara during its lrip beginning from 29 May 2010, see the Maps obtained from Republic of Turkey 

Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs, see Annex 3 (Section 7) 
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31May2010 

02.00 - Lights from several craft sailing behind the convoy are spotted.35 The 

last Israeli communication calls, specifically addressed to the captain of the 

Mavi Marmara, come to an end.36 

02.00 - 04.30 - No further communications from the Israeli Navy. Pursuit by the 

Israeli craft continues. 

04.00 - Israeli forces impose a total blackout on the vessels' satellite 

communication.37 Panic among passengers sets in. 

04.32 and onwards - Without any immediate prior warning, Israeli forces 

launch a massive attack on the Ma vi Marmara in international waters, at 32° 43 · 

North and 33° 31' East. Israeli forces, deployed in various categories of naval 

vessels and helicopters, employ laser guided automatic rifles, stun and sound 

grenades, tear gas canisters, as well as high powered paintball guns modified to 

shoot a variety of projectiles. An initial attempt to board the Mavi Marmara 

from zodiacs, employing fire, is unsuccessful. The first firing of shots which 

thus took place causes the passengers to genuinely fear for their lives and repel 

the boarding attempt. Israeli forces then open fire on the Mavi Marmara with 

live ammunition from both zodiacs and helicopters, resulting in numerous 

civilian casualties. Israeli commandos fast-rope down to the ship from 

helicopters. Bloodshed continues after the descent of airborne Israeli 

commandos. Even after white flags of surrender are raised and multi-lingual 

announcements to the same effect are made over the ship's PA system, Israeli 

J~ For the testimony of Muhan1met Ci hat OlkU, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xxxii) 

:>.<i For the testimony of Captain Mahmul Tural, see Annex 5 (Secrion 1/i) 

"
1 For the testimony of Mr. Hilseyin Orw;, sec Annex 5 (Section J/vi) 
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forces continue to use live ammunition. They also carry on shooting at already 

d d d . . d . ·1· 38 39 woun e an mcapacllate c1v1 ians. · 

As soon as the attack commences, the captain changes the vessel's course to a 

bearing of 270° heading West, in opposite direction to the Israeli coast, 

increasing power to full speed. This change of course has been verified by the 

Turkish Search and Rescue Center. Israeli frigates approach from the starboard 

bow and close in, forcing the convoy to turn to the direction of Israel. 
40

• 
41 

Appr. 05.30 onwards - Israeli forces seize full control of the convoy and re­

route it on a bearing of 130° towards Ashdod. The vessels reach Ashdod around 

noon. Throughout this period, Israeli forces commit numerous acts of brutality, 

inhumane and degrading treatment and taunting against the civilian passengers. 

ii. Accounts of witnesses of the Israeli attack on the Ma vi Marmara 

As corroborated by eyewitness accounts and supported by forensic data, Israeli 

soldiers used excessive and indiscriminate force while and after boarding the 

Mavi Marmara. 

The Israeli zodiacs, warships and helicopters concentrated at first on the Mavi 

Marmara. Witness accounts report sounds of machine guns coming from the 

zodiacs as these approached the ship. At this stage, extensive use of tear gas, 

stun and sound grenades is reported by numerous eye witnesses on board the 

Mavi Marmara as well as the other vessels.42 

18 For various accounts that verify the timing and the conduct of the atLack, see Annex 5 
39 For a video footage of the moment of attack, see Annex 7(Clip 1) 
4° For the testimony of First Captain Mr. Mahmut Tural, see Annex 5 (Section 1/i) 
41 See Annex; 3 (Section 7) for the Maps and Date obtained from Turkish Republic Undersecretariat for Maritime 

Affairs. 

42 For various accounls, see Annex 5 (Sections :I, 3,4,5) 
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There was also widespread use of paintball guns by soldiers on the zodiacs. 

While Israel minimizes the impact of paintballs, these are military variants 

specifically adapted for use in close quarter assaults by Special Forces. The 

pellets contain not only 'paint' but are usually filled with compressed gases and 

other chemical irritants to debilitate human targets. They are intended to sting 

sharply and shock the recipient, so as to give assailants the initiative.43 Reports 

were given that the Israeli soldiers used the largest size pellets to inflict the 

greatest injury. Evidence further shows the magnitude of actual injuries received 

from paintballs.44 

Once the passengers saw the hostile approach of the Israeli forces, they panicked 

and, in fear for their lives, attempted to dissuade the Israeli soldiers in the 

zodiacs from boarding, by throwing plastic bottles, waste bins and boxes, by 

swinging chains and by spraying jets of water.45 Many passengers expressed 

their belief and fear that, once on board, the Israeli soldiers would kill them.46 

Following the failure of the boarding attempt from zodiacs, helicopters appeared 

on the scene. Eyewitness accounts converge on the fact that, at this stage, Israeli 

forces began firing live ammunition onto the Mavi Marmara from helicopters 

and zodiacs.47 For example, news producer Jamal Elshayyal saw live fire from 

the helicopter before the first Israeli soldier descended and said that one of the 

passengers killed was clearly shot from above.48 Another journalist, the Spaniard 

Manuel Tapia! recounts that "real bullets started being shot from the zodiac 

4
J Counterfeet, Israel vs. Turkey -Hanin Zoabi UNCENSORED, Youtube, J June 2010 

<htto://www.youlube.com/watch?v=ZkFnNnss490&feature=related> (27 July 2010) 
114 For the testimony of Doctor Hasan HUseyin Uysal, see Annex 5 (Section l/x) 
45 For a video footage of the moment of attack, see Annex 7 (Clip 1) 
46 For the testimony ofE!ifAkku~, see Annex 5 (Section I/ix) 
47 For a sample, see the testimonies of Kenneth O'Keefe, Anne de Jong and Mehmet Ali Zeybek, see Annex 5 
(Section 3/xvi & xii and Section 1/xii) 
411 Jan1al Elshayyal, "Kidtmpped by Israel, forsaken by Britain," The Middle Easl Blog, 6 June 2010 

<http://blogs.aljazeera.net/middle-easl/2010/06/06/kidnapped-israel-forsaken-britain> (27 August 2010) 
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boats and helicopters that appeared above the ship, and thus the first injuries 

prior to their boarding the ship occurred". 49 Mattias Gardell testified that 

"before the first Israeli soldier came on board, two passengers were shot dead 

from the helicopter"50
, while Aydan Bekar recollected how "without landing on 

the ship, they started to shoot with guns, using real bullets. Several friends were 

shot and fell down. "51
• Elshayyal also recalled that soldiers-pointed their guns 

down through some sort of hatch in the helicopter and fired live ammunition 

indiscriminately52
. Kuwaiti MP Waleed Al-Tabtabaei said that it was the killing 

of two unarmed Turkish men which provoked the resistance against the first 

three soldiers rappelling onto the vessel, while Kuwaiti lawyer Mubarak Al­

Mutawa said that the soldiers opened fire from above without giving any 

warning, killing a number of volunteers before even boarding the ship.53
•
54 A 

video footage taken during the attack that shows red-laser beams from rifles 

being directed from above supports these accounts.55 

The Turkish Commission of Inquiry, which thoroughly inspected the Mavi 

Marmara, encountered bullet marks that were clearly the result of fire from 

above.56 Forensic evidence also incontrovertibly established that a significant 

number of bullets penetrated victims' bodies from above. It is therefore not 

surprising that the UN Human Rights Council International Independent Fact 

Finding Mission "concluded that live ammunition was usedfrom the helicopter 

onto the top deck prior the descent of the soldiers ".57 

4~ For the testimony of Manuel Espinar Tapia!, see Annex 5 (Section 5/xiii) 
5° For the testimony of Mattias Gardell, see Annex 5 (Section 5/xvi) 
51 For the testimony of Aydan Bekar, see Annex 5 (Section 4\x) 

·~ 2 Jamal Elshayyal .. ;'Kidnapped by Israel, forsaken by Britain," The Middle East Blog, 6 June 2010 

<htlp:/ /b logs.aljazeera. neV mi ddle·easl/201 0/06/06/ki dna pped ·israel ~ f ors a ken-bri tai n> (27 August 201 0) 
5

·
1 Abdullah Al-Qattan, "Gaza heroes' welcomed home 11

, Kuwait Times, 3 June 2010 

<http://www.kuwaittimes.net/read news.php?newsid=NDg0Mz010TYy> (8 June 2010) 

$.\ For the teslimony of Mehmet Ali Zeybek see Annex 5 (Section 1/xii) 

~ 5 For the said video footage, see Annex 7 (Clip 9) 
56 For the relevant photos, see Annex 6 (Section 1) 

~ 7 UN Document NHRC/15/21, Annex 8, paragraph 114 
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The UN Fact Finding Mission, after its on-site inspection of the Mavi Marmara 

and conducting interviews of witnesses found no evidence to suggest that any of 

the passengers used firearms or that any firearms were taken on board the ship. 

The Mission stated in its report that, despite requests, it had not received any 

medical records or other substantiated information from the Israeli authorities 

regarding any firearm injuries sustained by soldiers participating in the raid.58 

Moreover, the doctors who examined the three soldiers taken below decks did 

not notice any firearm injuries.59 

Once having landed on the upper deck of the Ma vi Marmara, the Israeli soldiers 

began what can only be called a shooting spree. Ahmad Luqman Talib, who was 

already wounded from gunfire apparently from the helicopters, says "soldiers 

were very aggressive and intentionally kicked and stepped on me, especially on 

my wounded leg". 60 Ryad Bustanji recounts how armed soldiers rappelled from 

the helicopter "began firing at the people before them ... one of the Israeli 

soldiers shot at me from nearby with a rubber bullet that landed above my ear ... 

I fell to the ground ... This was followed by three more bullets to my back." .61 

Halis Akmc1 describes those moments with the following: "The Israeli soldiers 

ruthlessly sprayed their bullets at us. They were shooting as if in a battlefield. 

Some of them were throwing bombs to the lower decks. I got two gunshot 

wounds ... They were livid ... They started shooting at people lying motionless on 

the floor ... They were kicking and hitting with their rifle-butts those wounded 

who called for medical attention ... ". 62 Medet Kan testified that "Two Israeli 

soldiers appeared in the area in front the bridge. They started shooting at 

us ... They were shooting at everyone made visible by projector lights. When 

Fatih Kavaktan attempted to throw a teargas canister overboard, he was 

~H See paragraph 116 of Lhe Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 
-~~For the testimony of Doctor Hasan Hiiseyin Uysal, see Annex 5 (Section 1/x) 
6° For the testimony of Ahmed Luqman Muttalib, see Annex 5 (Section 5/iii) 
r.i For the testimony of Ryad Bustanji, see Annex ·5 (Section 5/xv) 
62 For tile testimony of Halis Ak1nc1, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xxv) 
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sprayed with bullets coming from above. Hit by four bullets, he was heavily 

injured. ". 63 Abdullah Ozkaya, on board Gazze-1, recounts how he was shocked 

when he looked at the Mavi Marmara with his binoculars: "They were shooting 

at people.". 64 One last recount about this stage of the attack calling for mention 

is by Ayetullah Tekin, who claims "]was shot in my abdomen, in the left side, 

with a bullet. I was first shot with a real bullet. But, I and the other wounded 

were shot one after the other with rounds of plastic bullets. I think they did this 

to claim later that they first fired rubber bullets, and then resorted to using live 

ammunition. ". 65 There were several reports of lsraeli soldiers beating people 

with batons. Moroccan MP Abdelqader Amara said that the soldiers hit victims 

with their rifle butts before shooting them dead.66 Video footage shows Israeli 

soldiers beating and shooting at point blank an unidentified passenger 

(apparently the 19-year-old Furkan Dogan) who was clearly lying on the deck.67 

Rifat Audeh was thrown onto the lower deck by four Israeli soldiers, blindfolded 

and had his hands tied behind his back while a soldier's knee was digging in his 

ribs.68 

Once having boarded, the soldiers also began firing towards the lower decks 

with indiscriminate as well as targeted shooting at everyone who was visible.69 

One man was shot in the leg just in front of Kevin Ovenden and another man 

immediately to his right was shot in the abdomen. He said that the shots came 

63 For lhe testimony of Medet Kan, see Annex 5 (Section 4/X)(ix) 
64 For the testimony of Abdullah Ozkaya, see Annex 5 (Section 4/iii) 
65 For the testimony of Ayetullah Tekin, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xi) 
66 Abdullah Al-Qauan, Gaza heroes welcomed home, The Kuwait Times. 3 June 2010 
<http://www.kuwaittimes.net/read news.php?newsid=NDgOMzOlOTYy> (8 June 20'10) 
67 For the said video footage, see Annex 7 (Clip 4) 
M Rifat Audeh, JsraeJi terror then and now: Rifat Audeh experienced first-hand what the sailors on the US 
warship experienced 43 years ago, UrukIJet.info, 10 July 2010 <http://www.uruknel.info/?p::67783> (27 August 
2010) 
~'> Mavi Marmara attack: Exclusive first inten1iew with Gaza Convoy activist Kevin Neish", Rabble.ca, 3 Jun 
201 0 < h Lt p:/ Ira bble.ca/podcasts/shows/ra bb I e-radio/201 0/05/1 06-i nte rv iew-gaza-peace-activi st -ke vi n-ne ish> 
(27 August 2010) 
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from above, and that the victims could not have posed any threat to the 

shooter.7° Kevin Neish witnessed about 20 dead or wounded aid workers being 

carried towards the ship's stairway. Two of these bodies had twin bullet holes in 

the sides of their heads, appearing to have been shot in execution style killing.
71 

The bridge was taken over when ten Israeli soldiers, who tried to shatter the 

windows without success, gunned down the door and rushed in with guns ready 

and aimed to shoot. All the crew members were made to lie down on the floor 

littered with shards of glass, and handcuffed. Some of those lying were stomped 

upon.72 All documents including the ship's certificates were seized.73 

A very large number of testimonies all state that Israeli so.ldiers continued with 

their deadly shooting even after white flags were flown by a number of the 

passengers and a multi-lingual surrender announcement was made over the 

ship's loudspeakers.74 

iii. Fatalities 

Turkish autopsy reports concluded that five of the deceased were shot in the 

head at close range, as detailed in Annex 1. The said reports also indicate that 

residues around the wounds had been deliberately cleansed prior to their 

repatriation to Turkey for the purpose of suppression of ballistic evidence. The 

following passengers lost their lives: 

70 Mavi Marmara Report: Ovenden, Doares and the Vile Zionists, Youtube. 21 June 2010 

< http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSql CVS3D6o> (18 July 2010) 
71 Mavi Mannara attack: Exclusive first interview with Gaza Convoy activist Kevin Neish", Rabble.ca, 3 Jun 
201 0 < http://rabble.ca/podcasts/sho ws/ra bb le-radio/201 0/05/1 06-interv iew-gaza-peace-acti v ist-kevi n-neish> 

(27 August 2010) 
72 For the testimony of Ali Mert $ahin, see Annex 5 (Section 4/v) 
73 For the testimony of First Captain Mahmut Tural, see Annex 5 (Section 1/i) 
74 For the testimonies of Nililfer Oren, Ali Yunusoglu, Ali $ahin Ozden1ir, Medel Kan, see Annex 5 (Section 4) 
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Furkan Dogan received five gunshot wounds in the back of his head, nose, 

left leg, left ankle and in the back, all from close range. A citizen of the 

United States, Mr. Dogan was a 19-year-old high school student with 

ambitions of becoming a medical doctor.75
'
76 Mr. Dogan's motionless, 

wounded body was kicked and shot upon, execution-style by two Israeli 

soldiers.77 

Cengiz Akyiiz received four gunshot wounds, in the back of his head, 

right side of his face, the back and the left leg.78 Mr. Akyilz was married 

and a 41-year-old father of three. 

Ali Haydar Bengi received a total of six gunshot wounds, in the left side 

of his chest, belly, right arm, right leg and twice in the left hand. Mr. 

Bengi was married, a 39.-year-old father of four.79 

ibrahim Bilgen received four gunshot wounds, in the right temple, right 

chest, right hip and back.80 Mr. Bilgen was married, 61-year-old father of 

six, who worked as an electrical engineer. 

Cevdet K1h9lar, a photographer, was killed by a single distant shot to the 

middle of the forehead. 81 He was shot most probably with a laser-pointer 

rifle.82 Mr. Kih9lar was married, 38-year-old father of two. 

Cengiz Songiir was killed by a single gunshot wound in the front of the 

neck.83 He was a 47-year-old textile worker, married and the father of 

seven. 

15 Roger Cohen, The Forgotten American, 26 July 2010, The New York Times, 

<htlp://www.nylimes.com/2010/07/27/opinion/27iht--edcohen.html?_r=2> (19 January 2011) 
7

f> For Furkan Do~an's autopsy repo11, see Annex 1 (Section 7) 
11 For the testimonies of Ekrem Sezer and Muharrem Gilne~, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xviii and xx xiv 

respectively); for the related video footage, see Annex 7 (Clip 4) 
711 For Cengiz AkyOz's autopsy report, see Annex I (Section 2) 
79 For Ali Haydar Bengi's autopsy report, see Annex I (Section 1) 
8° For Ibrahim Bilgen's autopsy report, see Annex !(Section 8) 
81 For Cevdet K1hi:;::lar's autopsy report, see Annex I (Section 4) 
82 For the testimonies of Erol C::1tir Bari~ Oktay, Musa Ozer, see Annex 5 (Section3/ii, Section 4/xxxvi) 
1° For Cengiz Songilr's autopsy report, see Annex I (Section 3) 
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Necdet Y1ldmm received two gunshot wounds in the right shoulder and 

left back.84 He was 32-years-old, married, father of one. 

<;:etin Topi;uoglu was killed by three gunshot wounds in the back of the 

head, the hip and the belly.85 He was 54-years old, married and a father of 

one. 

Fahri Yald1z was killed by four gunshot wounds: left chest, left leg and 

twice in the right leg.86 He was 43 years-old, married and father of four, 

and worked as a fire-fighter. 

At least one witness claims that Mr. Top~uoglu and Mr. Yald1z were shot upon 

and killed after the passengers had waved the white flag of surrender.SJ 

Numerous testimonies also indicate that at least three of the deaths occurred 

because Israeli soldiers denied timely medical attention to the wounded.8s 

Siimeyye Ertekin and Halis Akmc1 testified that the Israeli soldiers hit those 

doctors trying to help the wounded with the butts of their rifles.s9 Edda Manga 

says "They did not allow the medics to treat the people; the doctors and nurses 

were forced at gunpoint to leave the wounded. ". 90 

Ali Buhamd's testimony contains a grim mixture of some of the points made 

above: "/ saw a soldier shooting a wounded Turk in the head. There was 

another Turk asking for help, but he bled to death. ". 91 

114 For Necdet Y1ld1nm's autopsy report, see Annex !(Section 9) 
115 For (:etin Topyuoglu's autopsy report, see Annex I (Section 5) 
86 For Fahri Y1ld1z's autopsy report, see Annex 1 (Section 6) 
117 For the testimony of Salim Seyyar, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xli) 
8~ See for example the testimonies of Kevin Neish and Jamal AI-Shayyal, see Annex 5 (Section 5/xii & xvii) 
89 For the testimonies of Silmeyye Ertekin and Halis Akinc1, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xliii and xxv respectively) 

'ID For the testimony of Edda Manga, see Annex 5 (Section 5/xiv) 
91 Jsraeli attack written into history with chilling survivor accounts, Today's Zaman, 5 June 2010, < 
http://www.todayszaman.com/newsDetail _getNewsBy Jd.action;jsessionid=OSCA 12501D73BA0358BBD61 F9B 

3FAA5E?newsld=212265 > (15 January 2011) 
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iv. Injuries caused by gunshots 

The Israeli soldiers' widespread indiscriminate shooting also wounded over 50 

of the Mavi Marmara's passengers: 

Ugur Siileyman Soylemez has been in a coma ever since the attack as a 

result of the wounds he sustained.92 

- Abdiilhamit Ate~ reported that he collapsed on the deck upon being shot 

in the knee. Soldiers hit him in the forehead and his right eye, then turned 

him over and shot him with a plastic bullet in the chest. He barely 

survived.93 

- Muharrem Giine~ was lying on the deck when soldiers wielding laser­

guided rifles approached him and shot him at close range in the left cheek. 

The bullet exited through his lower right jaw.94
•
95 

Mustafa Battrhan was shot in the lower abdomen from a range of about 

one meter.96 

- Sadreddin Furkan, who was in the control centre on the bridge at the time, 

said that the soldiers were shooting in all directions, and that he felt a 

strong pain in his leg which began bleeding. He was shot from behind, 

three times in the leg and once in the foot.97 

Osman <;:ahk was shot in the knee. 98 

- Alper Mutlu was wounded by fire coming from above, the bullet entering 

his body at the level of his kidney and coming out of his leg.99 

· Musa <;:ift9i was shot upon from behind and wounded by an Israeli soldier 

as he was trying to help wounded passengers.100 

92 For the treaunent report of Ugur Siileyman SOylemez, see Annex 2 (Section 24) 
'J:IFor the testimony of Abdiilhamit Ale$, see Annex 5 (Section I/xi). 
94 For the interview ofMuharrem Gilne~, sec Annex 7 (Clip 27) 
9s For Muharrem Gilne$'s medical report. see Annex 2 (Section 13) 
96 For Mustafa Batirhan's medical report, see Annex 2 (Section 6) 
97 For Sadreddin Furkan's medical report, see Annex 2 (Section 11) 
98 For Osman Cahk's medical report, see Annex 2 (Section I 0) 
99 For lhe testimony of Alper Mutlu, see Annex 5 (Section 4/viii) 
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- Erkan Bayfidan says he was shot and injured by the very soldier he was 

trying to photograph. 101 Unlike his colleague Cevdet K1h~lar, who was 

shot upon under identical circumstances, he survived. 

The above are just a few examples selected to illustrate the frenzied atmosphere 

aboard the Mavi Marmara during the Israeli attack. The magnitude and nature of 

the force used by Israeli sol.diers has been depicted as follows in the report of the 

UN Human Rights Council Fact Finding Mission: "a large number of injured 

passengers received wounds to critical areas of the body containing vital organs 

[. . .]. Furthermore, a number of passengers who were clearly not engaged in any 

activities to resist the boarding by the Israeli forces, including a number of 

journalists and persons who had been sheltering from the fire, received injuries, 

including fatal injuries. It is apparent that no effort was made to minimize 

injuries at certain stages of the ope;ation and that the use of live fire was done 

in an extensive and arbitrary manner. It is difficult not to conclude that once the 

order to use live fire had been given, no one was safe. Under the circumstances, 

it seems a matter of pure chance that there were not more fatalities as a 

result. ". 102 

Israeli soldiers' prevention of timely first aid to the injured was mentioned 

earlier as a cause for a number of fatalities. It should not go unmentioned that 

when the captain asked an Israeli officer several times for medical assistance for 

the wounded, the response he got was: "I don't care how many dead people you 

[will] have, now alter your course to Ashdod". 103 Once the soldiers took full 

control of the ship, Dr. Hasan Hliseyin Uysal, who had treated the lightly 

too For the testimony of Musa <;iflr;i, see Annex 5 (Seclion4/xxxv) 
rni For lhe testimony of Erkan Bayfidan, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xix); see Annex 2 (Section 7) for his medical 
treatment report and photos at the hospital. 
102 See paragraph 169 of the Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 
io:i For the testimonies of Captain Mahn1ut Tural and Ali Mert Sahin, see Annex 5 (Section I /i & Section 4/v) 
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wounded Israeli soldiers, was handcuffed tightly and made to kneel for three 

hours like the rest of the passengers. 104 

v. Attacks on the other ships 

The brutal and tragic nature of the Israeli attack on the Mavi Marmara _has 

overshadowed the raid on the remaining ships that were part of the humanitarian 

aid convoy. Contrary to repeated claims by Israel that the remaining ships were 

boarded peacefully, Israeli soldiers used force on the other vessels as well, and 

subjected their passengers to violent treatment. 

The Sfendoni was sailing about 300-400 meters astern of the Mavi Marmara. 

The two ships were attacked simultaneously from zodiacs on either side.105 The 

Captain disabled the engines and stopped the ship.106 About 15 to 20 masked 

Israeli soldiers boarded the vessel and resorted to violence against the 

passengers who were engaged in passive resistance.107 

Eyewitness reports are as follows: 

Bilal Abdulazziz witnessed soldiers using stun grenades and batons 

against activists who were merely locking arms. He was tasered in the 

head, legs and back. He also witnessed elderly people being beaten.108 

Dimitris Gielalis saw Israeli soldiers using plastic bullets and lasers and 

beating people. 109 He witnessed a cameraman getting hit in the eye with a 

rifle butt. 110 

w4 For the written deposition of Doctor Hasan HUseyJn UysaJ, where he also describes how he attended to lhe 

wounded Israeli soldiers, see Annex 5 (Section 1/x) 

ws See paragraph 143 of Lhe Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 

rnri TrishMHryHill, Dr Hasnn N-owrah Co11voy M~ssacre Survivor Clip of l/3, YouTube,.JO June 2010, 
<http:ljwww.voutube com/watch?v:::BNfql2 PLxk&feature=rclated> (9 July 2010) 
107 Mikael Steng8rd and Josefine HOkerberg, Teologen UlfCarmesund tillbaka frAn Israel, Aftonbladet. 2 June 

2010 <hltp://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/article7231718.ab> (7 July 2010) 
11111Adycousins, Gaza Flolilla Testimony o[ Bilal Abdulazziz, YouTube. 9 June 2010. 

<:hllp://www.yo_utube.com/watch?v-1FJh91 mCbkl&feature-related> (1 July 2010) 
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Al Mahdi Alharati was hit with rubber bullets in the leg, beaten in the 

groin and over the head, hit with the back of a gun in the eye and hit with 

the butt of a machine gun on the back of the head.111 'm 

Gene St. Onge was kicked and hit with a 'rifle or something' suffering a 

gash on his head. He was then restrained with handcuffs. He said their 

captain, who was pulled and hit, sustained a punctured eardrum along 

with neck and back injuries.113 

Yousser Benderbal said that the Captain's ear was torn and that he 

suffered injuries to his neck and leg.114 

Retired US Ambassador, the octogenarian Edward Peck said that as a 

result of the non-violent resistance outside the bridge, the Israeli soldiers 

roughly treated some people. Some ended up needing crutches, bandages 

and arm slings, and the Captain was in need of a neck brace.115 

Dr. Hasan Nowarah was hit by a rubber bullet. He saw Edward Peck 

knocked down by an Israeli soldier, and the captain lying on the floor with 

his face covered in blood and his arms full of cuts. n 6 

Television journalist Manolo Luppichini saw two people hurt by tasers. 117 

JOY Robert Booth et. al., Gaza convoy raid: We heard gunfire-then our ship turned into lake of blood, 

guardian.co.u k. 2 June 2010 <http://www.guardian.eo.uk/world/201 O/jun/02/gaza-Ootilla-raid-gunfi re-ship­
blood> (5 June 2010) 
110 Elena Becatoros and Suzan Fraser, Troops boarded and ship turned into a lake of blood, independent.ie, 2 

June 201 0 <http://www.independent. ic/national-news/troops-boarded-and-ship-tu rned-.into-a-l ake-of -blood-

2203364. html> (5 July 2010) 
111 Genevieve Carbery. Irish citizen 'beaten' by Israeli tOrces, theirishtimcs.com, 9 June 2010 

<http://www.irisht.imes.com/newspaper/world/2010/0609/1224272122281.html> (12 June 2010) 

u 2 For the medical report of Almahdi Abdulhameed Alharati, see Annex. 2 (Section 2) 
113 Testimony of Gene St. Onge, The Free Gaza Movement, 7 June 2010 

<http://www.freegaza.org/en/testi monies-from-israeli-jai 1/1221-in-the ir-own-words-su rvivor -testimonies-from­

floti lla-3 l -ma y-2010> (27 August 2010) 
114 "We were unarn1ed and didn't provoke anybody" - aid convoy member, RT, 6 June 2010 

<htlp://rt.com!f op_ News/20 l 0-06-06/gaza-aid-convoy-eyewitness.html> (5 July 201 O) 
115 Interview with Edward Peck, Democracy Now, War and Peace Report, 2 June 2010, 

<h!tp://www.democracynow.org/2010/6/2/israels explanation for deadly gaza aid> (19 January 201-1) 
116 For the testimony of Hasan Nowarah, see Annex. S (Section S/ii) 
117 Dimi Reider, Italian convoy journalist: My credit card wns used after IDF confiscated it, Haaretz.com,J 1 

June 2010 <http://www.haaretz.com/prin t-edi tion/news/i tali an-flotil la-joum a I ist-my-credit-card-was-used-after­

i df-con fi sca ted-i t-1. 295493 > (12 June 2010) 
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Manuel Zani recounted how the soldiers used lasers, truncheons, sound 

bombs etc. against unarmed civilians. He reported the captain being 

badly beaten with blood coming from his ear.118 

Once the Israeli raid on the Mavi Marmara began, Challenger-I attempted to flee 

the scene and transmit reports about the attack to the outside world. This attempt 

was unsuccessful because of the telecommunications blackout executed by the 

Israeli forces. Moreover, the ship had to slow down due to loss of oil pressure in 

its engines. Eyewitnesses on the ship said rubber bullets were fired before they 

were boarded, and many passengers were hit. 119 

Witnesses recounted later that Israeli soldiers used stun grenades and high­

powered paintball guns, hit people with their rifle butts, pushed people onto the 

deck and stomped on them. 

Fintan Lane had a gun pointed in his face. He genuinely feared for his life. 

He saw Fiachra 6 Luain dragged around the deck.120 

Photographer Kate Geraghty was trying to take photographs when she 

was tasered on the upper arm, which caused her to be thrown a meter and 

a half and collapse vomiting on the deck.121 

Huwaida Arraf told CNN that her head was banged on the deck after she 

was handcuffed and hooded.122 She said soldiers beat many passengers.123 

1111 For the testimony of Manuel Zani, see Annex 5 (Seclion 5/xviii) 

t l'J For the testimony of Anne de Jong, see Annex 5 (Seclion 1/xii) 
iw Shane Hickey and Anita Guidera, 'I tried to reason wi1h the1n, but they attacked us', Independent 
<http://www.independent.ie/service/aboul-us-24072.hlml> (19 January 2011) 
121 Abdullah Al-Oattan, Gaza heroes welcomed home, The Kuwait Times, 3 June 2010 

<http://www.kuwaittimes.net/read news.php?newsid:::::NDgOMzOlOTYy> (15 January 2011) 
122 CNN Wire Staff, Eyewitnesses recount Israel convoy raid, CNN, 1 June 2010. 

<http:/ /edition.cnn.com/201 O(WORLD/measl/06/01/gaza.raid.eyewitnesses> (1 June 2010) 
121 axis4 peace2, Convoy Survivor says Israeli marines boarded unarmed American ship throwing grenades, 

YouTubc, 2 June 2010 <http:Uwww.youtube.com/watch?v=cfn bScn08E&fealure=related> (6 June 2010) 
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Theresa McDermott saw a Belgian woman named Margarita (apparently, 

Griet Deknopper) hit in the face by a projectile which burst her nose 

causing heavy bleeding. She also saw Huwaida Arraf and Anne de Jong, 

who tried to block the stairs, thrown to the ground, their hands cuffed with 

plastic ties that cut into their wrists, and their faces pushed on to the deck 

covered with broken glass. When Theresa shouted and tried to get to the 

two women, a soldier put his pistol to her head and said he would shoot 

her if she did not do as she was told. 124 

- Anne de Jong recalls how they were shot at from 2-4 meters and how she 

was hit by 6 rubber bullets on the back, the doctor in the Israeli port of 

Ashdod labeling the resulting bruises as "insect bites".125 

- Ewa Jasiewicz saw Huwaida Arraf held by soldiers in stress positions. 

Jasiewicz was insulted and had her life threatened on more than one 

occasion by Israeli so!diers.126 

- An 80-year-old man was not allowed to go to the toilet, forcing him to 

soil his clothes.127 

Israeli vessels closed in on the Eleftheri Mesogios at around 05.30 and warned 

the ship to make a starboard turn or be shot upon. The Israeli soldiers boarded 

the ship and shot a number of Greek passengers with rubber bullets and 

paintballs. Tasers were also used against a number of passengers. A few 

passengers were knocked to the floor by the soldiers. Dror Feiler testified he was 

wrestled down with his arms bent and hit. He recollects being thrown on the 

floor and being kicked in the ribs, an Israeli soldier standing with his boot on his 

124 Fear, pain and propaganda: an activist's story, The Herald Scotland, 6 June 2010 

<htlp://www, heraldscotland.com/news/world-news/fear-pain-and-propaganda-an-activist-s-story-1.1 033113> 

(29 August 2010) 
125 For the testimony of Anne De Jong, see Annex 5 (Section 1/xii) 
iir. E1nine Saner, Gaza Convoy: protesters' story, guardian.co uk, 5 June 2010 

<http://www.guard i an.co. u k/theguard ian/201 O/j un/05/ gaza -floti 11 a-protesters-story> ( 5 June 201 O) 
127 For the testimony of Anne de Jong, see Annex 5 (Section 1/xii) 
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face, and being kicked even more after being handcuffed. Other passengers told 

him he was bleeding from his ear.128 Famous author Henning Mankell also 

recounts soldiers shooting passengers with rubber bullets and tasering them. 

Mankell sarcastically recalls how an Israeli soldier, claiming to have found a 

weapon on board, brandished Mankell's disposable razor blade.129 

Zodiacs and helicopters surrounded the Gazze-1 at around 06.00 and fully armed 

Israeli troops came aboard shortly thereafter. Bayram Kalyon was hit with rifle 

butts on his back and his arm.130 The detainees were searched and taken for 

individual questioning. They remained in the galley until the ship reached 

Ashdod.131 

The attack against the Defne-Y occurred at 06.10 when helicopters landed 

soldiers on the ship. Everyone was transferred to the galley. The 20 persons 

were kept in a IS-square-meter unventilated area until the ship reached 

Ashdod.132 

E. Mistreatment of passenger victims including journalists 

i. Mistreatment on the way to Ashdod 

Israeli soldiers committed crimes not only during the attack phase. Once they 

assumed control of the convoy, they continuously subjected the passengers to a 

variety of mistreatment, which amount to no less than torture and cruel, inhuman 

or degrading treatment under the pertinent international conventions. The acts 

1211 For the testiomy of Dror Feiler, see Annex 5 (Section 5/vi) 
129 For the testimony of Henning Mankell, see Annex 5 (Section 5/vii) 
uo For the testimony of Bayram Kalyon, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xiii) 
ni The Foundation for Human Rights and Freedoms and Humanitarian Relief, Palestine Our Route 
Humanitarian Aid Our Load Convoy Campaign Summary Report. p. 29. 
132 The Foundation for Human Rights and Freedoms and Humanitarian Relief, Palestine Our Route 
Humanitar-ian Aid Our Load Convoy Campaign Summary Report, p. 27. 

He1wn ofihe T1.trki.rlz Co1n1nhsio11 of Jnquily 35 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141703 Date: 12/12/2012 
---



StateDept03311

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Slate Case No. F-2010-04163 LJoc No. CU!J141 ru;; LJate: 1Li1L/LU1L 

described below continued throughout the journey to Ashdod, which took some 

12 hours. 

Virtually all passengers, including the wounded and elderly, were handcuffed 

with plastic cords so tightly that these quickly caused swelling, discoloration and 

numbing in their hands. It should be noted that these cuffs cannot be loosened. 

Most passengers who complained of agonizing pain caused by the cuffs were 

either ignored or punished by having these even further tightened instead. The 

tightness of the cuffs was of such proportion that, as expressed in the Fact 

Finding Mission's report, over 50 passengers still suffered from medical 

problems months after the ordeal.133 

Handcuffed passengers, including even the wounded, particularly on board the 

Mavi Marmara were beaten and forced to remain kneeling on the decks, exposed 

not only to the sun, but also to continuous seawater spray and wind gusts caused 

by the rotors of interchanging helicopters _hovering nearby. Their already dire 

situation was further aggravated by almost constant physical and verbal abuse, 

as well as threats. Even the Chief Engineer's wife and her one year old baby 

were not spared134
• Passengers with chronic illnesses requiring regular 

medication, such as diabetes and heart condition, were deprived of their 

medicine. Dogs were used to intimidate and taunt the passengers with at least 

one instance of biting. Some passengers were blindfolded while a number of 

others had hoods put on their heads. Many passengers also complained about not 

being given food and water. A number of passengers also report being filmed 

despite their protests. Some eyewitnesses also reported that the Israeli soldiers 

treated the passengers with discrimination based upon their complexion.135 

n:i See paragraph 135 of the Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 

i:i4 For the testimony of Chief Engineer Ekrem <;etin, see Annex 5 (Section I/iii) 
i.ts For the testimonies of Manuel Ta pi al and Henning Mankel!, see Annex 5 (Section 5) 
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A general practice warranting special mention was the denial of toilet access to 

the passengers. Some passengers .ended up publicly wetting themselves and thus 

humiliated. In one extreme case, one kneeling passenger who tried to move 

away from urine corning from his neighbour had his face pressed down into the 

puddle.136 Those who were ultimately permitted to use the toilets were kept 

handcuffed and watched while in the water closet. 

Below are references to just a few testimonies to illustrate the gravity of the 

Israeli soldiers' misconduct en route to Ashdod. These testimonies represent a 

mere fraction of the passengers' ordeal. Other eyewitness accounts 

corroborating these abound in the annexes. 

Mattias Gardell described how an elderly man apparently lost an eye due to the 

dire circumstances on the decks of the Mavi Marmara and the lack of medical 

attention.137 

When Musa Ozer, a passenger with a severe kidney condition, wanted to take 

his medication out of his pocket, he was badly beaten and was deprived of his 

pills until he returned to Turkey days later138
• 

The Spanish reporter Manuel Tapia! describes how another passenger was 

beaten up, hooded and forced to stay "on his knees on top of two metal 

cylinders; because of the wind that the helicopter was causing, it was impossible 

for him to stay in that position. He kept falling over, and each time he would be 

violently beaten up. ". 139 

n 6 For the testimony, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xxxii) 
1
-'
1 For the testimony of Mattias GardeU, see Annex 5 (Section 5/xvi) 

1.is For the testimony of Musa Ozer, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xxxvi) 

u~ For 1he testimony of Manuel Tapia!, see Annex 5 (Section 5/xiii) 
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Hiiseyin Mutlu, already suffering from a gunshot wound to the leg, recounts, "/ 

was forced to wait under the sun for some 5 hours, as a result of which first 

degree burns developed on my arms, head, face and wounded leg. Throughout 

this period, I asked for painkillers and antibiotics, but these were not given. ". 140 

Selim Ozkabak91 recalls "After asking for my handcuffi to be loosened, an 

Israeli soldier put his handgun against my head and mockingly cursed to me in 

English. Then he hit me on the head with his gun's barrel. At that moment I 

thought that he was going to shoot me.". 141 

Muhammet Latif Kaya reports that he saw one of the German shepherd dogs 

used by the Israeli soldiers to intimidate the passengers bite a friend of his in the 

abdomen. 142 

Anne de Jong on board Challenger-I reports how she was beaten, handcuffed 

and hooded, denied her asthma medication, and how an elderly American man 

was refused toilet access and ended up wetting himself. She also reports that 

when asked why such treatment was being done, an Israeli soldier replied "Shut 

up! Your boat has been lucky. ". 143 

Again on Challenger-I, Inge Neefs recounts how the wounded were denied 

treatment for a long time, the hoodings, the cuffing of hands and feet, and how 

she was watched while in the toilet. 144 

Henning Mankel! is one of the eyewitnesses referring to Israeli soldiers filming 

the passengers against their will on the way to Ashdod. In his testimony, 

14° For the testimony ofHiiseyin Mutlu, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xxvii) 
141 For the testimony of Selim Ozkabak.y1, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xlii) 
142 For Lhe testimony of Muhammet Latif Kaya, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xxxiii) 
14

J For the testimony of Anne de Jong, see Annex 5 {Section 1/xii) 
144 For the testimony of Inge Neefs, see Annex 5 (Section 5/ix) 
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Mankell expresses suspicion that parts of these footages where passengers are 

shown with food, would be used to misrepresent the real circumstances on 

board. 145 Abdullah Ozkaya supports this argument by stating that "they [Israeli 

soldiers] put food and water in front of us, then look pictures and filmed us. ". 
146 

ii. Mistreatment at the Port of Ashdod 

Following a journey, which lasted about 12 hours, the convoy was brought to 

the Israeli port of Ashdod where, some days prior to the attack, the Israeli 

authorities had already established a specifically designed processing center for 

h d . d 147 t e etame passengers. 

The passengers were subjected to severe humiliation throughout the 

disembarkation process. Some witnesses recount being brought ashore at 

gunpoint.148 Some others were beaten up.149 No preferential treatment was 

accorded to the wounded. Hiiseyin Mutlu, who had been shot in the leg, had to 

wait about 9 hours to disembark. He ultimately got off the ship unaided.
150 

All the passengers were paraded before jeering hostile crowds as well as the 

media. At least one witness reports that Israeli soldiers had their photographs 

taken with the captives in what appears to be "trophy poses''.
151 

Once ashore, the passengers were taken to the processing center composed of 

numerous tents. In several cases, groups of female passengers were taken into 

the same tent and forced to remove all their clothes in front of military personnel 

145 For the testimony of Henning Mankel, see Annex 5 (Section 5/vii) 
146 For the testimony of Abullah Ozkaya, see Annex 5 (Section 4/iii) 
147 For the relevant footage, see Annex 7 (Clip 20) 
1411 For the testimonies of Inge Neefs, Ban~ Oktay and Hayrullah Kil~Ukaytekin, see Annex 5 (Section 5/ix & 

Section 4/xxvi) 
149 For tht! testimonies of Henning Mank.ell, Griet Deknopper and Ewa Jasiewici, see Annex 5 (Seclion5) 
15° For the testimony of Htlseyin Mutlu, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xxvii) 
151 For the testimony of Abullah Ozkaya, see Annex 5 (Section 4/iii) 
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including men, in a move that was clearly intended to cause severe 

embarrassment and humiliation.152 In at least one instance, soldiers pushed a 

metal detector between the legs of a Turkish female passenger. 

Fiachra 6 Luain recollects having been threatened with cavity search in Ashdod. 

He was lucky to get away with threat only .153 Not all were so fortunate, as they 

were subjected to this inhuman treatment.154 

Apart from being meticulously searched, the passengers were finger-printed, 

photographed and repeatedly interrogated. They were not provided any 

information whatsoever of their rights, nor were they offered the possibility of 

obtaining legal counsel or consular support. In fact, one witness who protested 

this unlawful treatment was told by an Israeli officer: "You are in Israel now; 

you have no rights. ". 155 

With regard to the interrogations, it should also be noted that the edited footage 

of the secretly filmed interrogation of Mahmut Tural, First Captain of the Mavi 

Marmara, was later released to the media. The footage was edited in a manner to 

misrepresent and distort the events that had transpired on the Mavi Marmara 

with a view to misguiding the public opinion. Captain Tural's recount of the 

events taken in an interview without duress portrays an entirely different flow of 

events. 156
•
157 The same must be said also with respect to the testimony of the 

Second Captain, Giikhan Kiiklman. 158 

152 For the testimony ofElif Akku~, see Annex 5 (Section I/ix) 
15 ~ For the testimony of Fiachra O'Luain, see Annex 5 (Section 5/viii) 
154 For pertinent testimonies see Annex 5 (Section 4/xxx and ix) 
155 See paragraph 192 of the Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 
1.% For the testimony of Firsl Captain Mr. Mahmut Tural, see Annex 5 (Section 1/i) 
157 insani Yard1m Vakf1, Captain of The Mavi Mannara Recounts AUack On Convoy. 
<http://www.ihh.org.tr/mavi-marmara-nin-kaptani~konustu/cn/> (30 July 2010) 
158 For the testimony ofGOkhan KOkkiran, see Annex 5 (Section I/ii) 
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Passenger victims were required to sign statements to the effect that "they 

regretted attacking the State of Israel"159 and that they "willingly entered Israel 

illegally", in Hebrew, which most did not know.160 People who refused to sign 

were threatened with prosecution that would result in years in Israeli prisons. 

Niliifer Oren states that although she did not intend on signing the papers, she 

eventually did so after receiving threats related to her baby.
161 

Some Israeli officers went as far as to coerce passengers into signing the forms. 

A few passengers capitulated, while others were beaten or physically abused for 

still refusing to sign. Efforts to persuade passengers to sign the forms continued 

almost up to the moment of departure.162 

iii. Mistreatment during transportation to prison 

The transfer of the passengers to the Ella Prison, near Beersheva, also took place 

under severe circumstances. In certain vehicles used to transfer the passengers 

the cooling systems were turned on excessively, while passengers in other 

vehicles were made to wait under the scorching sun without any air 

conditioning, which caused some· passengers to lose consciousness. Though the 

distance between Ashdod and the prison would normally take two hours at most, 

the passengers had to wait much longer in the vehicles, with at least one 

passenger stating that he remained inside for 20 hours. 163 Throughout this 

period, the passengers had no access to water, food or toilets. Some passengers 

were subjected to particularly harsh treatment on the way to the prison. Dror 

Feiler was taken on a prisoner bus, but not allowed to sit with the others and 

instead "was placed in a small barred metal cage that had small holes in it, it 

J.~'-' For the testimony ofOn1il SOnmez, see Annex 5 (Section l/v) 
16° For the testimony of Anne de Jong, see Annex 5 (Section 1/xii) 
161 For the testimony ofNiHlfer Oren, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xxxix) 
162 See paragraph 189 of the Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 
163 See p;uagraph 195 of the Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 
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was like a small box, about lxl meters. ". 164 Huwaida Arraf underwent physical 

violence in the van that was supposed to take her to prison. The violence, which 

also included of her being literally thrown out of the van, was of such extent that 

she needed to be taken to a hospital in Ashkelon instead.165 

iv. Mistreatment in prison I hospital 

The mistreatment of the passengers continued in prison I hospital in different 

forms. At the Ella Prison, the passengers were subjected to further interrogations 

"centering on any connections [ .. .] with organizations like Al Qaeda or 

Hamas. ". 166 Some stated that they were interrogated with their clothes stripped 

down and subjected to degrading and humiliating searches. 167 

A number of passengers reported that they were kept in isolation and did not 

meet with other passengers until they left the prison. The access given to 

consular officers to contact their citizens was not only late, but also below the 

standards prescribed in international law. This was du! y reflected also in the 

Presidential Statement adopted by the UN Security Council on 1 June 2010. 168 

The passengers were generally denied making phone calls to their relatives; 

those who were allowed could speak only English and their lines were cut as 

soon as they switched to their mother tongues. 

Some passengers report they were forced to remove construction rubble from 

their cells. 169 This calls forced labor into question. 

154 For the testimony of Dror Feiler, see Annex 5 (Section 5/vi) 
165 For the testimony of Huwaida Araf, see Annex 5 (Section 5/x) 
1

r.
6 For the testimony of Gene St. Onge, see Annex 5 (Section 5/xi) 

167 For pertinent testimonies, see Annex 5 (Section 4/ii and xliv) 
168 See the UN Security Council Presidential Statement S/PRST/2010/91 

<hlt p ://do mi no. un .org/un i spa I. nsf /0/e 7 4146ac22d 2d71f8525773600528edb ?Open Doc um en l> 
lG\l For the testimonies of Murat Palavar, Barii; Oktay, Musa Lizer, Hakk1 Aygiln, see Annex 5 (Section 4) 
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The presence of cameras in the showers and toilets caused discomfort among 

. I l 110 some passengers, parl!cu ar y women. 

Virtually all passengers report that they were deliberately deprived of sleep. The 

Israeli authorities achieved this through a variety of means that included, but 

were not limited to, regular bangings on the doors and lights that were 

perpetually on. 

Witnesses recount that beatings happened also in prison.171 

Some passengers requiring regular medication for such conditions as diabetes 

were continued to be deprived of their medicine172
• A number of passengers 

complained of inadequate water and food, with Israeli prison officials telling 

those asking for water to drink from the toilets 173. 

Moreover, as stated in the UN Fact Finding Mission's report: "No foreign 

national de~ained at Beersheva was charged with any offence or brought before 

a judge. One passenger was, however, taken, after he had protested his right to 

appear before a judge, before what he considered to be a "sham court" close to 

the airport to have his deportation confirmed. "174 

On the other hand, Lubna Masarwa, an Israeli citizen, states she was held in 

isolation and subjected to strip searches four times a day. She was taken to court 

170 For the testimonies of Dilaver Kutluay, Cenk Suha Tatlises, Ban~ Oktay, GOnill Memi~, ~ahin Uzun, 
Abdullah Can1ioglu, see Annex 5 (Section 4) 
171 For the testimony of Gene SL Onge, see Annex 5 (Section 5/xi) 
in For the testimony of Selim 6zkabaki;1, see Annex S (Section 5/xi) 
173 For the testimonies ofBayram Kalyon and U~ui· Akan, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xiii and xliv respectively) 
174 See paragraph 200, of the Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 
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in a small metal box inside a police car in which she was held for eight hours 

with her hands and legs shaclded175
• 

With regard to maltreatment in hospitals, Ahmed Luqman Talib recounts being 

interrogated immediately after undergoing surgery, being cuffed to his hospital 

bed and subjected to verbal abuse, including threats of violence and long-term 

imprisonment176
• The restraints imposed on the wounded, including Ahmed 

Luqman Talib and Mustafa ~im~ek mentioned above, was done needlessly and 

in utter disregard and indifference to their injuries, as mentioned in the Fact 

Finding Mission's report177
• 

v. Mistreatment on the way to the Airport 

The transportation of the passengers to the airport took place under similar 

circumstances with the journey between Ashdod and Ella prison. Again were 

instances of Jong, unwarranted delays with passengers waiting in extremely hot 

or cold vehicles. Michael Curt states that an elderly man suffocated from the 

extreme heat in the bus; Israeli soldiers ignoring their calls, finally giving half a 

bottle of water.178 Dror Feiler and some others were forced once again into a lxl 

meter metal cage179
, Theresa McDermott was crammed into a tiny cell in a high­

security vehicle with two other women. They were kept in the vehicle for five 

hours. One of the women in the cell was pregnant180
• One woman, overcome by 

the oppressive conditions in her vehicle, said that she was refused access to a 

17~ Lubna Masarwa,Time to break the siege on Gaza: A survivor's account of Mavi Marmara; International 
Solidarity Movement. 7 June 2010, 

<http://palsolidarity.org/2010/06/12704/?utm_source=feedbumer&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+p 

alsolidarity+(lnternational+Solidarity+Movement)> (7 June 2010) 
17r' For the testimony of Ahmed Luqman Muttalib, see Annex 5 (Section 5/iii) 
177 See paragraph 212 through lo 214 of the Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 
176 For the testimony of Michael Kurt, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xxxi) 
179 For the testimony of Dror Feiler, see Annex 5 (Section 5/vi) 
18° Fear. pain and propaganda: an activist's story, The Herald Scotland, 6 June 2010 
<ht tp:l/www .he raldscotlan ct.com/news/world-news/fear-pa i n-and-p ropa ganda-an-acti v ist-s-s tory-1.1 033113> 

(29 Augusl 2010) 
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toilet despite making clear that she was menstruating 181
• In another instance, 

Edda Manga states "We were placed in a small kind of transport box with little 

space and were locked in there for several hours. One person needed to use the 

toilets and we started to knock at the walls and started screaming so that they 

would allow her; but they did not. Jn the end, she had no choice but to urinate 

on herself and she was crying when she did it and for some time. It was very 

humilia[ting] and she was just crying. The guard that was outside told us that 

th . b . l ula we were no mg ut amma s. . 

vi. Mistreatment and violence at Ben Gurion Airport 

The second most violent episode of this entire saga took place at the Ben Gurion 

Airport. The incidents contain an entire range of unprovoked, violent, cruel and 

criminal behavior including humiliation, taunting, threats, as well as brutal and 

ruthless beatings by many uniformed officers. It mast be emphasized that while 

officers were mercilessly beating the passengers, their colleagues, far from 

intervening to stop them, formed shields to hide those acts from view. It is 

apparent from the testimonies that the unusually high number of security 

personnel present at the airport was there only to engage in violence against the 

passengers. 183 This is further corroborated by the fact that the officers 

immediately began their provocations directed against the passengers without 

exception. The passengers were paraded to little children as terrorists and 

enemies, verbally abused, spat on, bullied, pushed around and manhandled just 

to spark the slightest reaction which would be countered with massive 

retribution.184 

1111 See paragraph 162 through to 173 of the Report of the Fact Findjng Mission, Annex 8 
182 For the testimony of Edda Manga, sec Annex 5 (Section 5/xiv) 
183 For the testin1ony of GUiden SOnn1ez and Ewa Jasiewicz1 see Annex 5 (Section 5/iv) & (Se~tion 1/iv) 
respectively 
184 For the examples of passengers being paraded to little·children, see the testimonies of Mustafa Bulut & GOniil 

Memi~; verbal abuses and bullying, see the testimonies of Inge Neefs and Cengiz Kandilci; spitting on 

passengers, see the leslimony of Murat Pala var and for manhandling of passengers, see the testimonies of Bans 

Oktay and Halis Ak1nc1, on Annex 5 (Sections 4&5} 

Reporr o/the Turkisli Conu11issi(i1t of lnq1iiry 45 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141703 Date: 12/12/2012 



StateDept03321

_. UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141703 Date: 12/12/2012 --~ 

It is also essential to note that this ferocity was directed against an utterly 

harmless group of people. This fact finds its full expression in the following 

excerpt from the UN Human Rights Council Fact Finding Mission's report "All 

passengers had been subjected to multiple searches and were completely under 

the control of the Israelis by this stage. ".185 The only act of protest coming from 

the passengers was their continued refusal to sign the deportation documents 

that were being imposed upon them. 

Eyewitness testimonies are so consistent and vivid, to use the terms employed in 

the UN Human Rights Council Fact Finding Mission's report, that they defy 

being summarized in a manner that does them justice. Numerous incidents, 

including collective beatings, took place at the airport. In virtually all these 

cases, one or more members from the group of victimized passengers were then 

isolated from the rest to be subjected to further physical violence. Women and 

medical doctors were not spared from the Israeli officers' abusive behavior 

either. An aggressive fully armed soldier began hitting one of the women while 

grabbing her hair. 186 While some underwent physical violence, at least one 

passenger records being subjected to vaginal and rectal search at the airport. 187 

There were even cases where some passengers were removed from the terminal, 

taken elsewhere to be battered and brought back covered in blood. 188 Those who 

had drip or drainage bags were left unassisted.189 Many who had been wounded 

in the feet were denied assistance. Anyone trying to help them was shouted at, 

1 ~5 See paragraph 201 of the Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 
1116 lnsani Yardim Vakfi, I am just waiting for an announcement to go back to Gaza again, 

<http://www.ihh.org.tr/yeniden-gazze-ye-gitmek-icin-sadece-bir-duyuru-bekl iyorum/en/> (30 July 2010) 
187 For the relevant testimony, see Annex 5 (Section 4/xxxix) 
183 For the testimony of GUiden SOnmez, sec:: Annex S(Section I /iv) 
1119 Fear, pain and propaganda: an activist's story, The Herald Scotland, 6 June 2010 < 

http:Uwww .heraldscotland.com/news/world-news/fcar-pain-and-propaganda-an-aclivist-s-story -] .1 033113> (29 

August 2010) 
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pulled away and beaten. Some people were slapped in the back of the head as 

they went up a staircase.190 

When a Greek passenger with signs of severe beating and torture refused to sign 

the deportation document, he was slapped by an officer, who then attempted to 

drag him out of sight. A few passengers tried to intervene. At this moment, over 

a dozen uniformed officers charged all the passengers in that area. Muhammet 

Latif Kaya recounts that "some of the officers pressed me onto the floor while 

pulling my hair whereas another soldier squeezed my head between his legs to 

pr~vent me from screaming. The other officers began kicking me mercilessly. 

Two officers twisted my arms. Another stepped on my upper leg to immobilize 

me. Yet another officer was trying to break my fingers. " Apparently, Muhammet 

Latif Kaya lost consciousness for a while. When he regained his senses, he was 

handcuffed and was subjected to further beatings and verbal abuse, including 

repeated insults of "filthy Turk". Muhammet Latif Kaya was in this situation 

when he was taken to the bus for the airplane, where he saw "an Irishman with 

blood gushing from his head". 191 

That Irishman was most probably Fiachra 6 Luain. Ewa Jasiewicz witnessed 

"around 10 soldiers jump on top of Fiachra and hold him in stress positions as 

he screamed in pain ". 192 Manuel Tapia! saw Israeli officers "hit an Irish 

volunteer [. . .] on the head and saw the blood gushing out. nl
93 Fiachra 6 Luain 

himself recounts "we were baton-charged for expressing dismay at how Paul 

Larudee was being manhandled[. . .] I saw the IDF use batons, rifle butts, boots 

and fists to break people's limbs and concuss men of all ages { .. .} On the third 

1911 Free Gaza Teain, "Testimonies fro111 Passengers begin to come in", The Free Gaza Movement, 3 June 2010 

<http://www. free gaza.org/ enlboat-tripsmassenger-1 ists05 -n in th-trip-to-gaza-in-may-2010/1200-testi monies­
fro m-passen gers-begin-to-come-in> 
191 For the testimony of Muhammet Latif Kaya, see Annex 5 {Section 4/xxxi.ii) 
192 For the testimony of Ewa Jasiewicz, see Annex 5 (Section 5/iv) 
19

J For the testimony of Manuel Tapia), see Annex 5 (Section 5/xiii) 
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occasion one of them grabbed my left arm and straight away I felt hands all 

over me. I was wrested to the ground where 17 of them assaulted me in plain 

view of a CCTV camera. I stayed limp and repeated 'OK, OK, OK', but they 

kept on beating me, giving me at least three head wounds [. . .} Then they put 

their guns on me and threatened to shoot me in the head. I asked once again to 

see a Rabbi and was told that I would only see a Rabbi at my funeral. ". 194 

In case the Irishman described by Muhammet Latif Kaya was not Fiachra 6 
Luain, then it would have to be Ken O'Keefe. Ewa Jasiewicz had this to say 

about Ken O'Keefe's fate at the airport: "Israeli soldiers beat Ken 0 'Keefe over 

the head with a baton-we heard a loud crack and saw his face streaming with 

blood. ". 195 

vii. Mistreatment of journalists 

At least 60 journalists were covering the convoy .196 As mentioned earlier in the 

report, Cevdet K1lu;;lar, a photographer, was killed on board the Mavi Marmara. 

Indonesian cameraman Sura Fachrizaz was shot in the chest, while Issam 

Za'atar was hit with a stun gun while filming and suffered a broken arm. 

Despite his injury, he had to endure a long and exhausting interrogation.197 

Cameraman Valentin Vassilev's medication for hyper-tension was taken from 

h. 198 1m. 

194 For the testimony Fiachra 6 Luain, see Am1ex 5 (Section 5/viii) 
195 For the testimony of Ewa Jasiewicz, see Annex 5 (Section 5/iv) 
I% For the testimony of Anne de Jong, see Ar:mex 5 (Section 1/xii) 
197 Journalists on raided convoy speak out: one journalist killed in attack, International Freedom of Expression 
Exchange, 9 June 2010 <http://www.ifex.org/israel/2010/06/09/speak oull> (5 July 2010) 
l<JHBulgarian Gaza Reporter: Turkish Ship Was Provocation for Israel, novinite.com. (3 June 2010) 
<htlp://www.novinite.com/view_news.php?id=116792> (5 July 2010) 
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Journalists on the Mavi Marmara were identifiable by their press vests so they 

were grouped, searched, handcuffed and left in the sun for five hours. 199 

Marcello Faraggi was forced to undress, which he found humiliating. He was 

squeezed into a truck with other prisoners in which they had \o wait for more 

than an hour in the sun without air conditioning.200 Mario Damolin complained 

about surveillance cameras in the showers and toilets in the Ella Prison.201 At the 

airport, an Israeli official called Jan Linek a 'fucking Russian' .202 

All journalists' personal beiongings were confiscated and no receipts were 

issued.203 Of those confiscated .electronic media equipment, some were later 

returned without any memory units or memory cards.204 

Apart from photographic equipment, many passengers also reported the 

confiscation of money, credit cards, mobile phones, computers, electronic 

goods205 and clothes.206 Some electronic equipment was returned irreparably 

damaged.207 

t9'J Interview with convoy journalist, Reporters without Borders, 7 June 2010, <http://en.rsf.org/israel·interview· 
with-flotilla-journalist-07-06-2010,37682.html> (9 June 2010) 
200 Marcello Faraggi, As Turkish photographer is buried, other journalists ·aboard flotilla speak out, International 
Freedom of Expression Exchange, 9 June 2010, <htlp://www.ifex.org/israel/2010/06/10/kiliclar_buried> (13 
July 2010) 
201 Mario Damolin, Eyewitness report from the Gaza fleet, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, (7 June 2010) 
<http://www.faz.nel/s/RubB30ABDJ 1B91 F41 COBF2722C308D40318/Doc-E08164C9F915B4356A59 A4A028 
667A884-ATpl-Ecommon-Scontent.html> (29 August 2010) 
202 Czech camera man describes beating of Irish activist in Israeli prison, Workers Solidarity Movemenl. 2 June 
2010 <htlp://www.wsm.ie/c/beating-irish-activist-israeli-prison> (7 July 2010) 
203 Interview with convoy journalist, Reporters without Borders. 7 June 2010, <http://en.rsf.org/israel-interview­
with-flotilla-journalist-07-06-2010,37682.html> (9 June 2010) 
2

1.14 For the testimony of Elif Akku.'j, see Annex 5 (Section I/ix) 
205 Robert Booth, Gaza convoy attack: British activists arrive in Turkey, guardian.co.uk,J3 June 20l0) 
<http://www. guardian .co. uk/worl d/2010/j un/03/gaza-flo ti II a-attack-britis h-activ i sts-return-turkey> ( 5 June 201 0) 
ao 6Kate Connolly, Henning Mankel! on Ga.7.a convoy attack: 'I think they went out to murder'. guardian.oo.uk, 3 
June 2010 <http://www.guardian.co.uk/worldf2010/jun/03/gaza-flotilla-attack-henn ing-mankell> (5 June 2010) 
207 Stanley Heller, Grand Theft Convoy, OpEdNews.com, (17 June 2010) 
<http://www.opednews.com/articles/Grand-Theft-Flotilla-b y-Stanley-Hel ler-100616-410.html > (17 June 2010) 
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The missing items included approximately 600 mobile phones, 400 video 

cameras, 350 laptops and cash raised for charities in Gaza. There are no reports 

of any detainees being allowed to keep money or of any money being 

subsequently returned. Some activists have reported that their stolen credit 

cards have since been used.208 There were recent articles in the media reporting 

that were selling property such as laptops confiscated from the passengers. 

2~ Encryptereality, $3.5mn stolen form Gaza convoy survivors by Israeli pirates, YouTube, (11June2010), 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v-HBgorl059xl&feature-player embedded> (l July 2010) 

Neporr uf Lin• liJTkish Con1mi.\·sion of Itiqufry 50 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141703 Date: 12/12/2012 



StateDept03326

,........ UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141703 Date: 12/12/2012 

II. STATEMENT OF THE LAW 

A. The right to freedom of navigation on the high seas 

The high seas are governed under the rules of the law of the sea at all times. The 

law of the sea and the rights of freedom of navigation on the high seas was 

developed over the centuries and is one of the areas of international law that 

remains uncontested. Any derogation from this fundamental freedom must be of 

equal weight or greater to justify what would otherwise constitute a violation of 

international law. 

Under the rule of pacta sunt servanda, a State is bound by a treaty to which it 

has consented and must perform its obligations in good faith. 209 Israel, although 

not a party to the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS), has signed and ratified the 1958 Geneva Convention on the High 

Seas. UNCLOS, by its express terms, replaces the 1958 Convention between 

State Parties, but the 1958 Convention remains in force for those countries, such 

as Israel, that have not ratified the 1982 Convention.210 

Freedom of the high seas is a long-standing rule of customary international law. 

As widely acknowledged, the 1958 Convention is declaratory of customary 

international law as are the provisions of UNCLOS on freedoms of the high 

seas, which are almost identical to the parallel provisions in the 1958 

Convention. The burden is thus on Israel to provide legal justification under 

international law of an exception to the freedom of the high seas. 

2
0') Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 1969. Article 26 

2rn Article 311(1) of the 1982 Convention provides that "This Convention shall prevail, as between States 
Parties, over the Geneva Conventions on the Law of the Sea of29 April 1958." 
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As one of the pillars of international Jaw, freedom of the high seas has been 

zealously guarded over the centuries.211 It is a right that belongs to all States.212 

One of the components of freedom of the high seas is the exclusive jurisdiction 

of the flag State, which was expounded in the well-known S.S. Lotus Case. 213 

Article 2 of the 1958 Convention establishes the universal character of freedom 

of the high seas and provides a non-exhaustive list, including freedom of 

navigation, that was reaffirmed and expanded under UNCLOS.214 The exercise 

of these freedoms is subject to the conditions provided in the Conventions and 

by other rules of international law. Furthermore, both Conventions require that 

"these freedoms, and others which are recognized by the general principle of 

international Jaw, shall be exercised by all States with reasonable regard to. the 

interests of other States in their exercise of freedom of the high seas." 215 

Moreover, the high seas are to be "reserved for peaceful purposes." 216 

The instant case, where the humanitarian aid convoy was attacked on the high 

seas, is subject to the laws of peace time, in particular the law of the sea. 

B. Exceptions to freedom of navigation and the exclusivity of flag State 

jurisdiction 

i. Right of visit 

A state does not have any authority or jurisdiction to interfere in peacetime with 

the passage of a foreign vessel on the high seas, except in limited cases. The 

211 RR. Churchill and A.V. Lowe, The law of the Sea CThird Edition), (Manchester University Press 1999), 
p.204. 
212 Article 89 
zi:t S.S. Lotus Case (Fr. v. Turk.), 1927 P.C.I.J. 
214 The other enumerated freedoms are freedom of fishing, freedom lo lay submarine cables and pipelines, and 
freedom of overflight. 
215 Article 87 (2) 
216 Article 88 
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"right of visit'', which permits a warship to stop and board a foreign vessel on 

the high seas, is a narrowly-drawn exception to the right of freedom of 

navigation and the flag exclusivity rule. Codifying customary international law, 

both the 1958 Convention and UNCLOS limit the right of visit to a set of well­

defined and exhaustive circumstances. The grounds allowing a right of visit 

found in Article 22 of the 1958 Convention and Article 110 of UNCLOS are 

identical mutis mutandis and limit the competence of a warship to stop and 

board a foreign-flagged vessel on the high seas. 

These grounds arise when: 

there is bilateral treaty in force; 

a ship is engaged in piracy; 

a ship is engaged in the slave trade; or 

though flying a foreign flag or refusing to show its flag, the ship is, in 

reality, of the same nationality as the warship. 

UNCLOS has added two more exceptions:217 

• a ship engages in unauthorized broadcasting subject to Article 109, and 

• a ship is without nationality. 

Both Conventions, reflecting customary international law, provide in identical 

language clear procedural limitations on how to stop and board a foreign 

merchant vessel on the high seas. The warship should first "proceed to verify 

217 Examples of permissible acts of interference derived from powers conferred by treaty include the 1995 United 

Nations Convention on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks under which the Contracting 

parties agree to have fishing vessels under their flag subject to boarding and inspection on the high seas; and the 

1969 Jnrernational Convention Relating to Intervention on the High Seas in Cases of Oil Pollutiori Casualties, 

which allows Parties to the Convention to the necessary measures on the high seas following a maritime accident 
to preYent, mitigate or eliminate grave and imminent danger to their coastline or related interests from pollution 

or threat of pollution of the sea by oil, which may reasonably be expected to result in major harmful 

consequences. However, unless there is extreme urgency the Convention requires prior notification and 

consultation with the flag State. Measures that exceed what is allowed under the Convention creates liability in 

the Party who must provide compensation for any losses and damages. 
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the ship's right to fly the flag," and this should be done by sending a single boat, 

(the language in Article 110 (2) of UNCLOS is in the singular), under the 

command of an officer to make an initial inspection of the ship's flag. Only if, 

after this initial inspection of the documents, suspicion remains as to the flag of 

the ship, may the warship engage in further inspection on board the ship "which 

must be carried out with all possible consideration." (Article 110 (2)). 

This procedure applies in the cases of suspected slavery transport, piracy or 

when there are questions as to the flag of the ship. The provision is silent as to 

the right of the warship to seize the ship, property or persons on board. This 

procedural limitation is identical in both the 1958 Convention and UNCLOS. 

Both Conventions stipulate that, if the suspicions are unfounded, the seizing 

State is obliged to pay compensation for any losses or damages sustained. 218 

The 1988 Convention on the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety 

of Maritime Navigation (SUA) was adopted by the International Maritime 

Organization (IMO) following the 1985 Achille Lauro terrorist attack which 

took place on the high seas and resulted in the death of a US citizen. 

The 2005 Protocol to the SUA Convention adopted a set of well-defined 

procedures for boarding a ship in international waters suspected of violating its 

provisions. It is significant that the participating Parties at the diplomatic 

conference were extremely cautious to maintain the primary jurisdiction of the 

flag State in line with codified and customary international law. The Protocol 

subjects the right to board a vessel suspected of committing violation of the acts 

provided under the Convention to the express consent of the flag State. 

It stands to reason that if international consensus existed for expanding the right 

218 Article 110 (3) 
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to interdict foreign vessels in international waters, certainly the 2005 Protocol 

which deals with the prevention of international terrorism would have provided 

the right legal forum. The strong will of States to maintain flag State jurisdiction 

over a vessel on the high seas was reaffirmed by the international community 

under the 2005 Protocol. This provides further evidence of State practice in 

limiting the exceptions allowed to interfere with the right of freedom of 

navigation on the high seas. 

Immediately following the terror attack against the United States on 11 

September 2001, IMO convened and amended Chapter XI of the International 

Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) 1974, as well as adopting the 

Special Measures to Enhance Security, and the new International Ship and Port 

Facility Security Code (ISPS Code) which went into effect 1 July 2004. 219 Its 

objectives include establishing an international framework involving 

cooperation to detect security threats and take preventive measures.220 The ISPS 

Code introduced for the first time measures intended to prevent the occurrence 

of a terror incident against a ship or a port facility. With some 80 percent of the 

world's trade carried by sea, the security of shipping is of the utmost concern for 

international trade and military security. The ISPS Code was the first 

international regulation designed to detect and prevent terror at sea. 

The "clear grounds" standard is found in the provisions of UNCLOS Article 220 

for enforcement by the coastal State of any violations of its rules and regulations 

adopted under the Convention itself or in accordance with applicable 

international rules and standards for the prevention, reduction and control of 

vessel-sourced pollution. According to the same Article, if there are clear 

grounds for the coastal State to believe that the vessel has violated such rules in 

21\1 The IMO Doc. MSC 78/7 Annex (Proposed Draft Amendment to SOLAS Xl-2 Measures lo Enhance 
Maritime Securily) < http://www.iaphworldports.org/new/MSC78-7 Add.1.pdf> 
220 Article 1.2.1, ISPS Code, Part A. 
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either its territorial waters or exclusive economic zone (and has refused to 

provide information when requested under subsection 3), the State can detain, 

inspect and institute proceedings against the ship. 

Both Turkey and Israel are Parties to SOLAS and have accepted the ISPS Code. 

This means that when the ships set sail from Turkish ports, in addition to 

undergoing Turkish customs inspection, all cargo was shipped from ports that 

have been recognized internationally, under the ISPS Code, as secure.221 

Israel should, therefore, have accepted the internationally recognized assurances 

resulting from both the possession of the ISPS Codes by the ports of departure 

as well as the regular detailed checks conducted by the Turkish authorities on 

the ships, that the cargo contained no arms, munitions or other material that 

would constitute a threat to its security. 

ii. Right of seizure and arrest on the high seas 

Customary international law does not recognize a general right of visit and 

seizure of vessels on the high seas. 222 As explained in the previous section, there 

are only limited situations when a warship may visit or seize a foreign ship in 

international waters. 

The restricted scope of the existing lawful grounds for seizing a vessel on the 

high seas was demonstrated by the conduct of the United States during the So 

Soan incident on 10 December 2002. Following a request from the United 

States, the Spanish naval forces intercepted and boarded a ship on the high seas 

some 600 miles from the coast of Yemen. The ship was not flying a flag and its 

name had been painted over. However, it was discovered that the ship was 

221 For lhe Statement of Compliance Documents (ISPS) of the Ports of Istanbul, Antal ya, fskenderun and 
Zeytinburnu, see Annex: 3 (Section 5) 
222 Ian Brownlie, Princioles of Public lnternational Law S1

h Edition, (Oxford University Press, 1999) 
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registered to Cambodia. During the search of the vessel, fifteen Scud missiles, 

not listed in the ship's manifest, were discovered beneath a cargo of cement. 

Upon verifying that Yemen had purchased the missiles, the United States 

Administration decided to release the vessel and its cargo. The US found that, 

although the lack of a flag gave legal grounds for the initial boarding of the 

vessel, there was. no 'clear authority' for seizing the missiles under international 

law. No provision under UNCLOS or other sources of international law 

prohibits the maritime transport of missiles. 223 

iii. Hot pursuit 

One other exception that permits a State to interfere with a foreign ship on .the 

high seas is in the case of hot pursuit. The provisions for hot pursuit, identical in 

both the 1958 Convention224 and UNCLOS,225 stipulate the following: 

"The hot pursuit of a foreign ship may be undertaken when 

the competent authorities of the coastal State have good 

reason to believe that the ship has violated the laws and 

regulations of that State. Such pursuit must be commenced 

when the foreign ship or one of its boats is within the internal 

waters or the territorial sea or the contiguous zone of the 

pursuing State, and may only be continued outside the 

territorial sea or the contiguous zone if the pursuit has not 

been interrupted." 

Z2.l Michael A. Becker, The Shifting Public Order of the Oceans: Freedom of Navigation and lhe Interdiction of 

Ships al Sea, Harvard International Law Journal 131 (2005) p. 153 
224 Article 23 
225 Article 111 is adopted mulis mutandis from Article 23 of the 1958 Convention, with the addition of the 

Exclusive Economic Zone. 
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C. The concept of self-defence under the UN Charter 

The right of self-defence is the only exception to the prohibition against the use 

of force by States under the Charter of the United Nations and customary 

international law. Article 51 of the UN Charter expressly limits the right of 

States to exercise self-defence to situations of armed attack. The extension of the 

right of self-defence to include anticipatory self-defence to justify the 

interdiction of a foreign ship on the high seas has extremely limited support in 

international law. Even accepting in arguendum the right of anticipatory self­

defence, the widely accepted criteria that must be fulfilled are those that were 

famously stated by Daniel Webster in the Caroline incident where "necessity of 

that self-defence is instant, overwhelming, and leaving no choice of means, and 

no moment for deliberation" and furthermore, that "the act justified by the 

necessity of self-defence, must be limited by that necessity, and kept clearly 

within it." 226 In short, acts of self-defense must be based on necessity and be 

proportionate to the threat. 

A review of State practice reveals the general rejection by the international 

community and the judiciary of anticipatory self-defence as an exception to the 

right of freedom of the high seas and the rule of flag State exclusivity. The 

proposal to allow a warship the right to visit a vessel on the high seas, based on 

suspicions that the vessel is hostile to or poses an imminent threat to the security 

of the State of the warship, was rejected by the UN International Law 

Commission during the negotiations on the Draft Articles of the 1958 

Convention. 

There has been a systematic rejection of the invocation of anticipatory self­

defence by a State to interdict ships on the high seas. 

226Letter from Daniel Webster, Secretary of Stale, to Lord Ashburton, British Plenipoteniary, 6 August 1842, in 
John B. Moore, Digest of International Law 412 (1906) 
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In the case of Nicaragua v. United States of America (Merits), the International 

Court of Justice rejected the claims of the United States to exercise the right of 

self-defence under Article 51 of the Charter and customary international law.227 

The Court clearly stated that Article 51 could be invoked only against an armed 

attack and that "whether the response to an attack is lawful depends on the 

observance of the criteria of the necessity and the proportionality of the 

measures taken in self-defence." In defining the substance of what would 

constitute an "armed attack" the court rejected the argument that an armed attack 

would include assistance to rebels in the form of the provision of weapons or 

logistical or other support. According to the Court, an "armed attack" that 

would justify the exercise of self-defence "is to be understood as meaning not 

merely action by regular armed forces across an international border, but also 

the sending by a State of armed bands on to the territory of another State, if such 

an operation, because of its scale and effects, would have been classified as an 

armed attack had it been carried out by regular armed forces." 228 The Court 

noted in dictum that the "normal purpose of an invocation of self-defence is to 

justify conduct which would otherwise be wrongful."229 

The general international opposition to expanding the limited right to visit and 

board a foreign vessel on the high seas on grounds of anticipatory self-defence is 

borne out by several other examples. One is the decision of the United States to 

adopt the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) based on flag State consent 

instead of relying on the questionable right of anticipatory self-defence as 

grounds for boarding ships on the high seas suspected of transporting weapons 

of mass destruction (WMD) to hostile States or terrorists. As part of the PSI, the 

227 Case Concerning Military and Paramilitary Activities in and Against Nicaraguan (Nicaragua v. United States 
of America, (Merits), ICJ Reports. {1986) 
1211 Ibid. Para. 195, p. 93The Court also noted that Article 3, paragraph (g). of the Definition of Aggression 
annexed to General Assembly resolution 3314 (XXIX), may be taken to reflect customary international law. 
229 Ibid. p 45 
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United States concluded bilateral treaties with flag States granting the US the 

right to board and inspect their vessels while on the high seas. A considerable 

volume of literature was penned following the adoption of the PSI by the United 

States. Collectively, the common view was that the US recognized the strength 

of freedom of the high seas and sought to conclude bilateral agreements in order 

to obtain the consent of flag States. These agreements could be considered as 

falling within the provision of "[e]xcept where acts of interference derive from 

powers conferred by treaty" found in both the 1958 Convention and UNCLOS, 

constituting customary international law.230 

D. Israel is estopped from reliance on the San Remo Manual provisions on 

naval blockades 

i. Naval blockade under international law 

Naval blockades have been used as a military tactic throughout history, and have 

continued to be used in a number of contemporary international armed conflicts. 

Recent blockades include UN Security Council approved "military intercept" 

operations against Iraq (1999)231 and against Yugoslavia (1991-1992)232
• State 

practices, including UN authorized blockades, have contributed to establish the 

current principles governing naval blockade. Past efforts to develop rules 

governing naval blockades were abandoned during World Wars I and II. Since 

then there has been no codification by governments of an agreed set of rules on 

naval blockades in international armed conflicts. The San Remo Manual is the 

2311 Article 110 
2.ll U.N. Security Council Resolution 665 (1990); Lois E. Fielding, Maritime Interception: Centerpiece of 

Economic Sanctions in the New World Order) 53 Louisiana Law Review 1191, 1194 (1993); supra note 14, at 

1214. 
232 U.N. Security Council Resolutions 713 (1991) and 757 (1992); Richard 7.eigler, UbiSumus? Quo Vadimus?: 

Charting the Course of Maritime interception Operations, 43 Naval Law Review 1, 15 (1996), supra note 30, at 

31-33; William Drozdiak, NATO Agrees to Impose Blockade of Serbia, WASHINGTON POST, Nov. 19, 1992, at 
A31. 
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only non- governmental developed set of principles on international armed 

conflicts at sea. 

ii. The inapplicability of San Remo Manual provisions to the Israeli naval 

blockade 

The San Remo Manual is accepted as the reflection of the existing customary 

international law applicable to inter-state armed conflicts at sea. It was prepared 

by a group of independent international law and naval experts to provide 

guidance for developing national naval manuals. The Manual was intended to 

present a compilation of existing state practice and progressive law. The travaux 

preparatoires clearly demonstrate that the rules and state practice on naval 

blockade are applicable to international armed conflicts at sea and not those of a 

non-international character. This fact has been confirmed by the recognized 

authority and the editor of the San Remo Manual, who was also the head co­

ordinator of the drafting work, Prof. Louise Doswald-Beck. 

Prof. Doswald-Beck unequivocally states that the San Remo Manual is intended 

to apply to international armed conflicts.233 Furthermore, she stresses in 

particular that those rules allowing activities that affect third party States, such 

as naval blockade, reflect treaty and other practice that is categorized as 

customary law only for inter-state conflicts. Consequently, the provisions of the 

San Remo Manual that authorize the enforcement of a blockade such as capture 

of neutral vessels on the high seas cannot be seen as customary international law 

applicable to non-international armed conflicts. 

Prof. Doswald Beck underscores the following, which is critical to correctly 
understand the scope of application of the Manual: 

23
:'\ For the Testimony of Prof. Louise Doswald Beck on the SAN REMO MANUAL ON INTERNATIONAL LAW 

APPLICABLE TO ARMED CONFLICTS AT SEA, see Annex 9 
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" ... the commentary to the Manual states (in Section 1.1 of 
the Explanation to the Manual, p.73 of the CUP 
publication) that, although the Manual is primarily 
intended to apply to international conflicts, the lack of 
mention of scope of application is to avoid an 
understanding that the M anua 1 cannot apply to non­
international ones. However, it is crucial that this 
statement is read together with the statement in Section 1.3 
of the commentary on p.74 of the CUP publication. This 
states that activities that affect third States (the term 
"neutral" was used for any State not party to the conflict 
(para.13 ( d)) on the high seas reflect treaty and other 
practice that had sufficiently solidified to be categorised as 
customary law only for inter-State conflicts. These relate 
to special rules on belligerent or neutral vessels or aircraft 
in their respective territories (paras. 18-22), to the 
establishment of a blockade (paras.93-104), and to the 
interception, visit, search, diversion or capture of vessels 
or aircraft outside national jurisdiction (paras. 118-158). 
It follows that the parts of the San Remo Manual that 
authorise interception of neutral vessels on the high seas 
cannot be seen as customari law applicable to non­
international armed conflicts. " 34 

In conclusion, naval blockades apply in international/inter-state armed conflicts, 

as re-stated as a customary norm in the San Remo Manual. 

iii. Israel's inconsistent and inequitable position on the nature of the conflict 

The State of Israel has denied recognition of statehood to Palestine and does not 

accept the characterization of its armed conflict with Hamas and other groups in 

Gaza as international. On the other hand, Israel asserts international law 

applicable to international armed conflicts to justify its naval blockade on the 

Gaza Strip, and its ensuing acts of high seas interception. These two variant 

positions are legally irreconcilable. Israel cannot deny rights to the Palestinians 

i 34 For the Slatement of ProL Louise Doswald Beck on the SAN REMO MANUAL ON INTERNATIONAL LAW 

APPLICABLE TO ARMED CONFLICTS AT SEA, see Annex 9 
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based on the argument that international law does not apply, while at the same 

time claim belligerent rights under the law of international armed conflict. Not 

only is this inconsistent but creates an unacceptable inequitable legal result to 

the detriment of the Palestinians. 

It is also essential to highlight at this juncture that the nature of the armed 

conflict can not be retroactively re-characterized in order to conveniently bestow 

belligerent rights which did not actually exist at the time of the event. In other 

words, given that Israel has never recognized Palestine as a State, and its 

conflict with Hamas as an international one, including the denial of Prisoner of 

War status to captured Hamas elements, it can not invoke international 

humanitarian law applicable to international armed conflicts to serve its own 

purposes in this particular case. Even if Israel now recognized its conflict with 

Hamas as "international", this would have no retroactive effect on the law 

applicable to the attack on the international humanitarian convoy. 

E. The naval "blockade" of the Gaza Strip by Israel was ~nlawful also in 

practice and implementation 

As stated above, the "blockade" was unlawful par excellence due to its lack of 

legal basis. Even if, for the sake of argument, the "blockade" had lawful 

grounds, it would still have failed because of the manner in which it was 

established and implemented. 

i. Israeli "blockade" of the Gaza Strip did not comply with notification 

requirements 

The law governing naval blockades is based on customary international law, 

which has been reflected in the San Remo Manual on International Law 
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Applicable to Armed Conflict at Sea (San Remo Manual).235 One of the 

requirements for a naval blockade to be lawful under customary international 

law is that explicit notice be given of the nature and limits of each blockade.236 

Article 94 of the Rules in the San Remo Manual requires that blockades be 

formally declared, providing "the commencement, duration, location, and extent 

of the blockade" (emphasis added).237 Between 2005238 and 2008,239 Israel 

notified mariners of its maritime policy, which restricted the movements of 

vessels surrounding the Gaza coast. The current "blockade" against Gaza was 

officially declared on 3 January 2009.240 

The Israeli position that a declaration of duration of the blockade was not 

possible because of the so-called open-ended nature of the conflict with Hamas 

lacks credibility as all conflicts are of an open-ended nature. It is the duty on the 

blockading state to establish a clear time period and to extend it if necessary. 

This customary rule of international law as restated in Rule 94 of the San Remo 

Manual employs the conjunctive and not disjunctive where all elements are 

required for a lawful blockade and not simply those chosen as convenient. The 

vague formulation of 'until further notice' is not acceptable. The purpose for 

235 
SAN REMO MANUAL ON INTERNATIONAL LAW APPLICABLE TO ARMED CONFLICTS AT SEA, 12 JUNE 1994 

(Institute of International Humanitarian Law, 1995), <http://www.icrc.org/IHL.nsf/webPrint/560M 
FULL?OpenDocument> 
236 Notice has always been an essential requirement of blockade law, and is still required. Sec Michael G. 

Fraunces, Note, The International Law of Blocko.de: New Guiding Principles in Contemporary State Practice, 
101 YALE LAW JOURNAL893-908 (1992). at 913-17 
2

·
17 San Remo Manual, Article 94. 

2~K Marian Houk, Free Gaza" Ships Set Off from Cyprus on Expedition to "Break Siege" of Gaza Strip, 
Americ.an Chronicle. 22 August 2008 <h.ttp://www.americanchronicle.com/articles/printFriendly/72046> (20 
August 2010) 
23<,1Admin1lty Notices to Mariners, 20 October 2008, <http://nms.ukho.gov.uk/2008/Week40_5327-

5486/40snii08.pdf>; Notice to Mariners (2008) <nms.ukho.gov.uk/2008/Week40_5327-5486/Wk40-

magnote. pdf:>. 
240 Cargo Boat Attempting Illegal Entry to Gaza Intercepted, Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 5 February 2009, 

<http://www.mfa.gov .ii/MF NGovernment/Communiques/2009/Cargo _ boat_illegaJ_ entry_ Gaza_ waters _interce 
pted_S-Feb-2009.htm?DisplayMode=print> (20 August 2010); Carol Migdalovitz, 1srael's Blockade of Gaza, 

the Mavi Marmara 1ncident, and lts Aftermath, Congressional Research Service. 23 June 2010 

<http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/R41275.pdf> (20 August 2010) 
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requiring an express time limit is to allow for periodic reviews to assess the 

impact of the blockade. For example, whether the military advantage is being 

achieved or not, or assess the impact on the civilian population. An open-ended 

time frame left to the discretion of the blockading authorities risks arbitrariness 

which is not consistent with international law. 

In addition, since 2007, Israel has not made clear the "extent" of the "blockade", 

namely, which products were actually being banned.241 The UN Fact Finding 

Mission on the Gaza Conflict, led by Justice Richard Goldstone, (hereinafter 

referred to as the "Goldstone Report", to avoid confusion with the Fact Finding 

Mission established following the attack against the humanitarian aid convoy) 

stated that "[ n ]either the list of items allowed into the Gaza Strip, nor the criteria 

for their selection are made known to the public."242 According to a 3 May 2010 

report on BBC: 

Israel has never published a list of banned items, 

saying it approves requests on a case-by-case basis. 

Items allowed have changed over time, which has left 

humanitarian organizations and commercial importers 

constantly attempting to guess what will be 

approved.243 

241 According to reports of obseivers, Israel allowed only 81 items into Gaza, and prohibiled dual·use items such 

as steel pipes, concrete, cement, and fertilizer. 
242 Human Rights Coundl, Human Rights in Palestine and Other Occupied Arab Territories, at 97, ~316, 

NHRCl12/48, 15 September 2009. 
24J Details of Gaza Blockade Revealed (citing Israeli Supreme Court documents), BBC NEWS. 3 May 2010 

<http://news.bbc.eo.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8654337.stm> (20 August 2010) 
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In fact, Israel itself decided to adjust the terms of the "blockade" after the attack, 

I II . . G 244 Th' and on 6 Ju y 2010 it began to a ow many more items mto aza. 1s 

revision is, indeed, a recognition of the wrongfulness of the listing of goods 

method that was in application at the time of the attack. 

Reports from early in the "blockade"s enforcement mention that goods entering 

into Gaza were subject to ministerial review. No comprehensive list of banned 

items had been published as of 31May2010.245 Even under the recently relaxed 

policy ,246 Israel remains far from meeting the established notification norms.247
' 

248 

Furthermore, the actual blockade that was enforced on 31 May 2010 went far 

beyond what was required for the actual security needs of Israel, and Israeli 

officials have acknowledged that the punitive restrictions sharply limiting the 

goods allowed into Gaza were designed also to be "economic sanctions" to put 

pressure on Hamas. Such a blockade, which interferes with trade from neutral 

nations and shipments of humanitarian aid, is excessive and is inconsistent with 

international law principles. 

The Israeli Government states that the naval blockade is part of Israel's wider 

effort not to give legitimacy to the Hamas's (sic) rule over the Gaza Strip, to 

244 State of Israel Ministry of Defense Coordinator of Government Activities in the Territories, The Civilian 

Policy Towards the Gaza Strip- The Implementation of lhe Cabinet Decision (June 2010) (listing items that 

would continue to be prohibited from importation into Gaza); Guide: Eased Gaza Blockade.BBC NEWS, 19 

July2010, <http://www.bbc.oo.uk/news/world-middle+east:::J0520844> 
245 See List of commercial goods allowed for import into Gaza, April 2010, BBC NEWS, 

<http://news.bbc.eo.uk/1/sharedJbsp/hi/pdfs/05_05_10 _gazaimports.pdf >. 
:2Mi On July 6, 2010, Israel adjusted the terms of the blockade and began to allow many more items into Gaza. 
247 C!VIUAN POLICY TOWARDS THE GA2A STRIP, Ministry of Defense, June 2010, at 

<htlp://www.pmo.gov.il/N Rlrdonlyres/EBDB36CF-2BA0-4 719-B532-F723C7CF2456/0/gazaENG.pdf. > 
2411 The I isl of items banned from Iraq during the Second Gulf War, for inslance, was extensive and specific 
compared to the list published by Israel's MinisUy of Defense. S. C. Res, S/2002/515 (May 31, 2002) 
(describing specific chemical compounds, including diagram of molecular structure, prohibited from entering 
Iraq). See also S.C. Res, 1454, U.N. Doc. S/RES/1454 (Dec. 30, 2002) (describing how list of banned goods is 
subject to review for humanitarian purposes). 

Report of Jhe Turkish Con11uis;5i011 of Inquiry 66 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141703 Date: 12/12/2012 



StateDept03342

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141703 Date: 12/12/2012 

isolate it in the international arena, and to strengthen the Palestinian authority. 

This is clearly a political objective, which evidently is the overriding goal of the 

Israeli government. Since Hamas' election in 2006 it has been the policy and 

goal of Israel to overthrow Hamas. Israel's reliance on military security needs 

cannot serve as a disguise for what is in truth the ultimate objective of 

undermining popular support for Hamas by strangulating the livelihood of the 

Gazans. 

This further raises the question of abuse of right under international law by 

Israel. This is evidenced by the Israeli government's continued insistence to 

knowingly allow the Palestinian people in Gaza to live under extreme inhumane 

conditions and depriving them of their human dignity. It is particularly 

inequitable for Israel to attempt to shroud the humanitarian crisis in Gaza in the 

artificial confusion of statistical data, when the magnitude of this crisis has been 

documented by independent international organizations. The historical reality is 

that the Palestinian Territories have been under the long-term control by 

"occupation" of Israel creating what has been described as a state of dependency 

on Israel.249 Israel cannot claim pre-existing economic problems, and then use 

these as a pretext to avoid its legal obligations under international law of 

blockade-particularly when Israel was the very cause of those pre-existing 

economic problems. More importantly, the facts all support a direct relationship 

between the escalation of the humanitarian crisis in Gaza with the imposition of 

the "blockade". 

What the Israeli Government admits as an 'economic warfare" is actually a 

"political warfare" where civilians are condemned to suffer in the cross-fire 

aimed at Hamas. 

2411 Human Rights Council, Report of the United Nations Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict (Goldstone 
Report),~ 74, U.N. Doc. NHRC/12/48 (Sept. 15, 2009), at 

<htlp://www2.ohchr.orglenglish/bodies/hrcouncil/ .. ./UNFFMGC _ Report.pdf. >, p.96 

Report of the T1.1rkis/J Co1ru11ission ofln-q11.i1y 67 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141703 Date: 12/12/2012 



StateDept03343

- UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141703 Date: 12/12/2012 

ii. Israeli "blockade" of the Gaza Strip was not reasonable, proportional or 

necessary 

The San Remo Manual identifies situations where blockades would be legally 

impermissible, specifically when "(a) it has the sole purpose of starving the 

civilian population or denying it other objects essential for its survival; or (b) the 

damage to the civilian population is, or may be expected to be, excessive in 

relation to the concrete and direct military advantage anticipated from the 

blockade." 250 

On the question of "starvation" there is no litmus test and certainly the general 

lack of access to food and nntrition should be considered to constitute a level of 

nnacceptable starvation. To place 1.5 million civilians on "diet" as justification 

for a blockade would be tantamount to an intent to "starve" people.251 In terms 

of assessing the level of nutrition of 1.5 million people, it is clear that the vast 

majority of the population of Gaza is suffering from lack of adequate food. 

Under contemporary standards it is difficnlt to envision an international legal 

system that would condone a blockade that punished 1.5 million people with 

hardships and malnourishment for so-called military advantage. 

As "the (San Remo Manual] suggests a balancing test weighing the means and 

methods of warfare against potential collateral darriage," belligerents must 

consider "potential damage beyond that expected" and should also "continue to 

monitor for collateral damage and to cease that activity as soon as it is apparent 

250 San Remo Manual, Article 102. 
251 Dov Weissglas, an Israeli advisor to former Prime Minister Sharon is reported to have stated in relation lo the 
blockade that "'The idea is to pl.it the Palestinians on a diet, but not to make them die of hunger." 

<http://www.guardian.eo.uk/world/2006/apr/16/israel> (2 February 2011) 
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that the balance has shifted." 252 In addition to these requirements, the San Remo 

Manual makes it clear that belligerents employing naval blockades must also 

adhere to the principle of proportionality, and exercise restraint by taking 

precautions in enforcement of the blockade.253 

Dr. Stephen C. Neff, of the University of Edinburgh School of Law, has 

explained that "[a]ccording to the principle of necessity, blockades would only 

be permissible under certain restricted circumstances (i.e., when necessity was 

actually present) - it would not be an automatic right ... " 254 The principle of 

proportionality, he has explained, "would imply that only certain types of trade 

could be stopped (i.e., trade in goods that furthered the aggression) .... [and] 

would furthermore imply that the self-defending state would only be entitled to 

divert neutral ships away from the blockaded area, not to capture and confiscate 

them."255 The principles of proportionality and necessity are also central to the 

rules found in the San Remo Manual, as discussed below. 256 

The principle of reasonableness, which could replace "traditional principles of 

establishment, effectiveness, and respect for neutral rights," might consider 

factors such as size of blockade, proportionality, probability of severe damage, 

rights of neutrals, method of enforcement, and accommodation.257 Under the 

principle of reasonableness, states can tailor their blockade policy to meet their 

specific needs because "the law retains flexibility to guide state practice in the 

2~ 2 Matthew L Tucker, Mitigating Collateral Damage to the Natu.ral Environment in Naval Warfare: An 

Exi1mination of the Israeli Naval Blockade o/2006, 57 NAVALL. REV. 161, 176 (2009). See supra note 146, al 

177. 
2s3 See SAN REMO COMMEJ'.ITARY, p, 179 (stating that Article I 02(b) "reflects the impact of the rules of 
proportionality and precautions in attack on blockade"). 
254 Stephen C. Neff, Towards a Law of Unarmed Conflict: A Proposal for a New International Law of Hostility, 
28 Comel! lnternatjonal Law Journal 1 (1995). p. 19 
255 Ibid. 
2.% See generally Matthew L Tucker, Mitigating Collateral Damage to the Natural Enviro1unent in Naval 

Warfare: An Examination of the lsraeiiNaval Blockade of2006, 57 NAVAL L. REV. 161, 176 (2009). 
257 Michael G. Fraunces, Note, The International law of Blockade: New Guiding Principles in Contemporary 

Stale Practice, 101 YALE LAW JOURNAL893-908 (1992). at 913-17 
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varied environment of modern conflict."258 The present law on naval blockades 

is thus based on the principles of proportionality, necessity, and reasonableness. 

The existing humanitarian crisis in Gaza was severe to the point that on 8 

January 2009, just five days following the Israeli declaration of the 2009 

blockade in Gaza, it compelled the UN Security Council to adopt Resolution 

l 860, which brought attention to the "deepening humanitarian crisis in Gaza" 

and further emphasized "the need to ensure sustained and regular flow of goods 

and people through the Gaza crossings." This situation did not abate but, in fact, 

deteriorated during the one and a half year period that lapsed between the 

adoption of Res. 1860 and the attack on the international humanitarian aid 

convoy on 31 May 2010. 

This is supported by the conclusions of the UN Fact Finding Commission in its 

detailed analysis of the incident in which it found that Israel's "blockade" 

against Gaza as it existed on 31 May 2010 violated the requirements of 

proportionality and reasonableness. In its report, the Mission stated that "the 

blockade was inflicting disproportionate damage upon the civilian population in 

the Gaza Strip and that as such the interception could not be justified and 

therefore has to be considered illegal." 

The view of the disproportionate impact of the blockade is shared by multiple 

official sources. Various UN agencies and the international community at large, 

such as OCHA, the World Food Programme, the ICRC, the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, the World Bank, the UNHCR and the UNDP 

have all described the humanitarian situation in Gaza as a result of the blockade 

as dire, unacceptable and unsustainable. 

258 Ibid. p.913. 
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OCHA and the UNHRC reported that " ... the blockade exacerbated the already 

existing difficulties of the population in Gaza in terms of livelihoods and 

brought to new peaks the severe human dignity crisis resulting from the 

deteriorated public services, widespread poverty, food insecurity, over 40 per 

cent unemployment and 80 per cent aid dependence (i.e. some 80 per cent of the 

population receives humanitarian assistance, mainly food). People's lives were 

reduced to a daily struggle in an attempt to secure the most basic needs. Abject 

poverty among refugees has tripled since the imposition of the blockade from 

100.000 to 300.000 and 61 per cent of households are food insecure. There has 

been a shift in diet (from protein rich to low cost and high carbohydrate foods), 

triggering concems over mineral and vitamin deficiencies.'"59 

The IMF observed that the blockade has had a direct negative impact on the 

economy of Gaza. It notes that "output had been highly suppressed in the first 

half 2009 by the exceptionally tight blockade ... " The output per capita is only 

60 per cent of what it had been in 1994 and unemployment remains at over 35 

per cent, one of the highest in the world. More importantly, the report stated that 

"for a growth to be sustained, it is essential that the remaining restrictions on 

economic activity be lifted.260 

The "blockade"s public health impact on the civilian population of Gaza has 

also been severe. On 14 June 2010 the International Committee of the Red Cross 

(ICRC) reported that as a result of the blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip "the 

quality of Gaza's health care system has reached an all time low."261 

259 See paragraph 40~41 of the Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 
260 Macroeconomic and fiscal framework for the West Bank and Gaza: Sixth Review of Progress Staff Report tOr 
the Meeting of the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee New York Sep 21, 2010, IMF 
<http://unispal.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/0/729B065A70854337852577 A8006ASCE8> (3 February 2011) 
261 ICRC Geneva/Jerusalem 14 June 2010, Gaza closure: not another year!; News release 10/103. 
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The principle of proportionality and the duty to protect civilians require that 

Israel ban only items that can be utilized against Israe!,262 and the principle of 

reasonableness requires Israel to implement a policy that maintains an 

"acceptable balance between belligerent and neutral interests."263 As of 31 May 

2010, Israel's blockade policy banned consumer items that had no re°iationship 

to the ability of Hamas to attack Israel, and Israel's blockade policy had not 

struck a reasonable balance between its military objectives and the humanitarian 

needs of the civilian population of Gaza. None of the ordinary consumer items 

banned by Israel would constitute military contraband that could be used in 

armed conflict against Israel. It is difficult to see what possible legitimate 

military tactical advantage would be achieved by prohibiting one type of food 

stuff that is clearly not of dual-purpose over another. 

For the past three years, goods flowing into Gaza sharply declined,264 and until 

the recent relaxation on July 6, 2010,265 ordinary items were banned,266 

apparently, for punitive purposes. 267 For example, canned meat and tuna were 

allowed, but not canned fruit; mineral water was allowed, but not fruit juice; 

sesame paste (tahini) was permitted but not jam; tea and coffee were permitted 

262 Stephen C. Neff, Towards.a Law of Unarmed Conflict: A Proposal for a New International Law of Hostility, 
28 Camell International Law Journal 1. 24 (1995) p. 19 
2 r..1 Michael G. Fraunces, Note, The International Law of Blockade: New Guiding Principles in Contemporary 
State Practice, 101 Y AlE LAW JOURNAL893-908 (1992). al 913-17 
lM The 1.5 million people of Gaza "have relied on Jess than a quarter of the volume of imported supplies they 

received in December 2005." Guide: Gaza under Blocka.de, BBC, July 6, 2010, 

<h Up:/ f ne ws.bbc. co. uk/2/hi/ middle_ east/7 54 5636.stm.> 
265 As of July 6, 20 I 0, Israel's blockade has been relaxed. "lsraeli authorities will allow more civilian goods to 

enter, including alJ food items, toys, stationery, kitchen utensils, mattresses and towels. Construction materials 

for civilian projects will be allowed in under international supervision." Guide; Gaza under Blocka.de, BBC, July 

6, 2010, <http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_easl/7545636.stm>; Israel eases blockade or cargo to Hamas~ruled 

Gaza, Reuters News Service, June 21, 2007, 

<http://uk.reulers.com/arlicle/idUKL21817222._ CH _.24202007062 > 
lM '" An1ong the large range of goods currently forbidden [as of May 3, 20 I OJ are jan1, chocolate, wood for 

furniture, fruit juice, textiles, and plastic toys." Details of Gaza Blockade Reveale4 BBC. May 3, 2010, 

< http://ne ws. b be.co. uk/2/hi/m iddle _ east/8654337 .stm.> 
267 See infra iv of this report. 
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but not chocolate; cinnamon was permitted, but not coriander. 268 Commentators 

have criticized Israel's review process, stating that the problem "is not just the 

shortages themselves, but the unpredictability and changing nature of what is 

permitted for import."269 These ever continuing changes were not the result of 

methodical revisions, but rather of an arbitrary nature. Needless to say, exports 

from Gaza were banned altogether. 

These are all tactics to create political dissatisfaction against Hamas and not 

enhance military security. Israel has acknowledged that one purpose of its naval 

"blockade" has been to put pressure on and to isolate Hamas, currently in 

government in Gaza.270 The Israeli Supreme Court has confirmed this as one of 

the reasons for the "blockade": "The limitation on the transfer of goods is a 

central pillar in the means at the disposal of the State of Israel in the armed 

conflict between it and Hamas." This fact was confirmed by the Goldstone 

Report.211 

Food and fuel shortages have been common in Gaza, requiring people to ration 

these resources.272 Israel has banned cement from Gaza because it is viewed a 

dual-use item; although necessary to rebuild buildings destroyed during Israel's 

Operation Cast Lead (Dec. 2008- Jan. 2009).273' 274 

2
M This partial Ji st describes banned goods as of May 2010. Details of Gaza Blockade Revealed, BBC, 3 M·ay 

2010 <http://news.bbc.eo.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8654337.stm> (20 August 2010). The partial list was published 

again in July 2010. Guide: Gaza under Blockade, BBC, 6 July 6 2010 

<hllp://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7545636.stm> (20 August 2010) 
269 Details of Gaza Blockade Revealed, BBC News, 3 May 2010, 

c::http://ne ws. b be.co. u k/2/hi/mi dd le_ easV865 433 7 .slm> 
21r1 Ibid. 
271 Human Rights Council, Reporl of the Uni led Na lions Facl Finding Mission on I.he Gaza Conflict (Goldstone 

Report),~ 74, U.N. Doc. AIHRC/12/48 (Sept. 15, 2009), at 

<http://www2,ohchr.org1english/bodies/hrcouncil/ ... /UNFFMGC_Report.pdf. >, p.369 
272 Details of Gaza Blockade Revealed,~. 6 July 2010 
.:::http;//news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_easV8654337.stm> (15 January 2011) 
273 Cement is also necessary to repair the water and sewage system destroyed during Operation Casl Lead. 

Access to adequately treated water is below UN standards, and "Gaza's sewage treatn1cnt body estimates that at 
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Critics have condemned the "blockade", stating that it "has contributed to a 

humanitarian crisis, deepened poverty and ruined the economy [of Gaza],"275 

and the United Nations says "the blockade has caused the economy 'irreversible 

damage' ."276 The UN Security Council's Presidential Statement of 1 June 2010 

reiterated the Council's "grave concern at the humanitarian situation in Gaza 

and stresse[d] the need for sustained and regular flow of goods and people to 

Gaza as well as unimpeded provision and distribution of humanitarian assistance 

throughout Gaza. "277 The economic-political warfare Israel has been waging 

against Gaza is illegal not only because it is not proportional or reasonable, but 

in addition "[t]here is a very strong argument that in most cases punitive 

measures are ineffective and may even harm chances for a peaceful 

settlement. ,ms 

iii. Israeli enforcement of the naval "blockade" was arbitrary, erratic and 

partial 

Israel's enforcement of the "blockade" has also been arbitrary, erratic and 

partial, making it difficult for vessels to understand what was expected of them. 

In 2008, prior to the 3 January 2009 formal declaration of the "blockade'', at 

least 50m litres of raw or poorly-treated sewage is released into the sea daily.'' Guide: Gaza under Biocko.de, 

BBC NEWS, July 6, 2010, http://news.bbc.eo.uk/2/hi/middle _east/7545636.stm. 
274 Sheera Frenkel, Pressure Mounts On Israel To Ease Gaza Blockade, NPR, June 16, 20iO, 

<http://www.n pr .o rglte mp la tes/slory /story. php ?story Id= 127886050>. 
275 Sarah Leah Whitson, Letter to O/mert: Stop the Blockade of Gaza, HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH, Nov. 20, 2008,< 

11 Up://www. hrw .o rg/en/ne ws/2008/11/20/letter-o I me rt ~stop-blocka de-ga za. > 
27

fi Details of Gaza Blockade Revealed, BBC, 6 July 2010 
<http://news.bbc.eo.uk/2/hi/middle_ east/8654337.stm> (15 January 2011) 
277 Statement by the President of the U.N. Secudty Council,1 June 20101 S/PRST(2010/9, <htlp://daccess-dds­
ny.un.orgidoc/UNDOC/GEN/NJ0/382n9/PDF/N1038279.pdf?OpenElement> 
27s Encyclopedia of the Nations, The Security Council -Maintaining lntemational Peace and Security, 

<http://www.nationsencycJopedia.com/United-Nations(fhe-Security-Council-MAJNT AJN ING­
INTERN ATION AL· PEACE-AND-SECURITY .html> 
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least six voyages from Cyprus to Gaza occurred without naval interception. 279 

After January 2009, enforcement seems to have increased, with one report 

stating that the Israeli Navy deliberately rammed the Dignity, as it was 

attempting to break the "blockade" in April 2009. 280 At least two other attempts 

to break the "blockade" occurred in 2009: (1) on 5 February 2009, the Tali 

attempted to enter the "blockaded" zone,281 and (2) on 30 June 2009, the Spirit 

of Humanity tried to break the Gaza "blockade". 282 

Israel, arguably, has had a fonn of a naval "blockade" of Gaza since the 1995 

Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip when the currently 

enforced 20 nautical-mile ("nm") zone was established. Under the Agreement, 

Israel maintained exclusive control over the air space and marine area of Gaza. 

One example of the "blockade" aspect of this 20-nm zone established in 1995 is 

the 2002 Karin-A incident when Israel interdicted in the Red Sea in international 

waters a merchant vessel suspected of transporting arms to Gaza. 

Conflict between Gaza and Israel escalated following Israeli disengagement 

from the Occupied Territories of Gaza in 2005 and the election of Hamas in 

2006. In response Israel declared Gaza, including the 20 nm maritime zone, a 

"hostile zone" in 2007, a "combat zone" in 2008 and finally, as part of its 

Operation Cast Lead, a "military enclosure" in 2009. The "humanitarian flotilla" 

phenomenon emerged in 2008 as a direct consequence of Israel's increasingly 

severe economic "blockade" on Gaza. The ships carrying humanitarian aid 

279 Nalhan Morleyi Gloomy Mood as Mercy Mission Leaves Cyprus for Gaza, CYPRUS MAH.., Dec.30, 2008, 

available at 2008 WLNR 24903958. <hltp://famagusta-gazette.com/israeli-navy-pulls-in-humanitarian-aid-boat­

p9114-69.htm> 
iso Pat McDonnell, Free Gaza, MIDDLE E., May 1, 2009, al 78, available at 2009 WLNR 9919095. 
281 Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cargo Boat Attempting Illegal Entry to Gaza Intercepted, Feb. 5, 2009, 

<hltp://www.mfa.gov.ii/MF NGovemment/Communiques/2009/Cargo _ boal_illegal_ entry_ Gaza_ waters _interce 

pted_S-Feb-2009.htm?DisplayMode=print.> 
2112 Yaakov Katz, Navy Stops Ship 011 Way to Gaza, JERUSALEM POST, July 1, 2009, at 3, available at 2009 

WLNR 12809496. 
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created a "public relations" problem for Israel. Defense Minister Ehud Barak 

explained that, during the latter half of 2008 various convoys of ships began 

sailing in the direction of Gaza presumably to breach the siege imposed on the 

Gaza Strip. On 11 August 2008 a notice to mariners was issued declaring the 

defined area as a "combat zone" so that Israeli navy could act against vessels. 

Even then, however, Israel did not fully enforce the "blockade" and allowed 

vessels to pass. Defense Minister Barak has acknowledged that the Israeli navy 

lawyers warned that the naval "blockade" was not on solid grounds as ships had 

been allowed to pass through the "blockade".283 To remedy this situation, the 

Israeli government imposed another "maritime enclosure", or in other words, a 

"blockade", on 3 January 2009. 

Although Israel has frequently characterized the "blockade" as an element of its 

"economic warfare" it has at other times asserted that the naval "blockade" is for 

security reasons only, primarily to prevent the delivery of armaments and 

supplies that could be used as such by Hamas. According to Israel, the land 

"blockade", on the other hand, has three purposes: 

1) limitation of the flow of goods to Gaza, 

2) security, 

3) restriction on the movement of people. 

Yet, in the actual implementation, one cannot distinguish between the two 

"blockades". All shipments must be unloaded in Ashdod and can only then be 

transported to Gaza by land. Consequently, the naval "blockade" is an integral 

part of the land blockade and the two must be examined in tandem. This 

becomes clear by understanding that all shipments brought to the port of Ashdod 

2s3 Public Commission for Examining the Naval Incident of 31 May 2010 (The Turkel Commission), Session 
Three, 10.08.2010, <http://www.mfa.gov .il/NR/rdonlyres/0427E1 OC-01 BB-4330-A60E-
54D265AE6496/0/BarakTurke1Aug10.pdf> (15 January 2011) 
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must go though land crossings and are not given expedited and priority delivery 

to Gaza. Ships are not permitted to land at Gaza, and also cannot depart. This 

would entail a restriction on the export of goods and movement of people as 

well. Thus the purpose of the naval "blockade" is economic and constitutes a 

restriction on the freedom of movement of civilians in the Gaza area. 

And by Israel's own admission, Israel has not systematically and uniformly 

applied the "blockade", including in 2008. Defense Minister Barak admitted that 

the naval blockade in force until the 2009 revised military enclosure was legally 

defective.284 Although Israel issued in 2009 a new notice to mariners, it has been 

operating the same defective "blockade", at least since 2007. The Gaza naval 

"blockade" must be examined and assessed in its entirety, as a single unbroken 

continuum and not in fragmentation as Israel is attempting to do. 

One cause of the erratic enforcement of the "blockade" lies in Israel's concerns 

with managing its public relations internationally. Ehud Barak has explained 

that in the discussions in 2008 on bow to handle the aid ships seeking the enter 

Gaza, the question of public relations and media coverage was important. The 

Chief of the Israeli General Staff, Gabi Ashkenazi, has explained that when the 

"protest convoy phenomenon" emerged in 2008, a directive was adopted to 

exclude vessels from Gaza "as long as it would be achieved with the minimum 

possible international and public relations damage that could be caused by it.'"85 

Likewise, in the deliberations over how to handle the aid convoy in May 2010, 

the Government weighed the impact on public relations and media. This is the 

reason why they chose to interdict the convoy at night, some ten hours away 

iiw Public Commission for Examining the Naval Incident of 31 May 2010 (The Turkel Commission), Session 
Three, 10.08.2010, <http://www.mfa.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/0427ElOC-01BB-4330-A60E-
54D265AE6496/0/BarakTurke1Aug10.pdf> (15 January 2011) 
285 Public Commission for Examining the Naval Incident of 31 May 2010 (The Turkel Commission), Session 
Three, I 0.08.2010, <http://www.mfa.gov.il/N R/rdonlyres/0427El OC-01 BB-4330-A60E-

54D265AE6496/0/DarakTurkelAug10.pdf> (15 January 2011) 
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from the coast of Israel and also to engage in electronic warfare. The concerns 

of Israel in stopping the convoy very much included political protection against 

negative media coverage. As testified to by Ashkenazi, before the attack on the 

Mavi Marmara, the Israeli forces employed electronic warfare blockages to 

"prevent the entry of ships at a low-as-possible media profile." 286 

Political and public relations concerns are not legitimate grounds for 

enforcement of a blockade in international waters. 

iv. Israeli "blockade" of the Gaza Strip is collective punishment 

Collective punishment is prohibited under international law. Persons cannot be 

punished for acts that they did not commit. The prohibition against collective 

punishment is one of the fundamental guarantees provided by Geneva 

Conventions and their protocols, specifically Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva 

Convention. What are actually reprisals against Hamas cannot be cloaked in the 

language of "security" when the facts show they are punitive in intent and 

impact upon the entire Gazan population of 1.5 million. 

The "economic warfare" waged by Israel against the Gaza population has been 

described by many observers as a form of collective punishment. 287 For 

example, Israel had not published a list of which items would be permitted and 

which would be prohibited, but monitoring organizations reported that Israel 

permitted only 81 items to enter Gaza, compared to the 6,000 items deemed 

2
M Public Commission for Examining the Naval Incident of 31 May 2010 (The Turkel Commission), Session 

Three, 10.08. 2010, <http://www.mfa.gov .il/NR/rdonlyres/04 27E1 OC-01 BB-4330-A60E-

54D265AE6496/0/BarakTurkelAuglO.pd f> (15 January 201 l) 
2117 

.. Israel's continuing blockade of the Gaza Strip is depriving its population of food, fuel, and basic services, 

and constitutes a form of collective punishment." Sarah Leah Whitson, Letter to Olmert: Stop the Blockade of 

Gaza, HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH, Nov. 20, 2008,< http://www.hrw.org!en/news/2008/ll/20/letter-olmert-stop­

blockade-gaza.>; "EU Warns against collective punishment in Gaza," Reuters, 29 October 2007 
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appropriate for normal human existence.288 Clearly the intent was to "punish" 

the civilian population for having elected Hamas. The "vindictive" intent for the 

blockade was expressed by Deputy Prime Minister Haim Ramon in 2007, after 

the election of Hamas, where he stated "We will set a price tag for every 

Qassam, in terms of cutting off infrastructure and water."289
• 

290 

Numerous authoritative commentators have stated that Israel's "blockade" as of 

31 May 2010 was "illegal" and had to be lifted. UN High Commissioner for 

Human Rights Navi Pillay said repeatedly that the "blockade" was "illegal," 

stating that "[i]nternational humanitarian law prohibits starvation of civilians as 

a method of warfare," and has described it as "collective punishment on 

civilians."291 Her predecessor as High Commissioner, Louise Arbour, also 

ZHH The European Parliament's Resolution of June 17, 2010 on the Israeli Military Operation Against the 

Humanitarian Flotilla and the Gaza Blockade. jjE, P7 _ TA-PROV(2010)0235, says tha.t only 81 products are 
alto wed into Guza, although "the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 

East (UNR WA) estimates that 6,000 products are required to meet basic humanitarian needs.1
' See Lisi of 

Commercial Goods Allowed for Import Into Gaza, April 2010, BBC NEWS, May 5, 2010, 
<http://news.bbe.co. uk/l/shared/bsp/hi/pdfs/05 _ 05 _I Ogazaimports. pdf>. 
lsrat:I greatly expanded the items permitted into Gaza on July 6, 2010. "Israeli authorities will allow more 

civilian goods to enter, including all food items, toys, stationery, kitchen utensils, mattresses and towels. 

Construction materials for civilian projects will be allowed in under international supervision.'' Guide: Gaza 

under Blockade, 'BBC NEWS, July 6, 2010, <http://news.bbc.eo.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7545636.stm>; Israel eases 

blockade of c~rgo to Hamas-ruled Gaza, Reuters, 21June2007, 

http://uk.reuters.com/article/idUKL21817222._ CH_.242020070621. See Israel's List of Banned Goods into 

Gaza, MA'AN NEWS AGENCY. 31July2010, <htlp://www.maannews.nel/eng/Print.aspx?ID=297438>; Gisha­

Legal Center for Freedom of Movement, Partial List of Items Prohibited/Permitted into the Gaza Strip -June 

2010. GJSHA WEBSITE, <www.gisha.org>. 
289 "Cabinet likely to back ~punishing' Gaza civilians over Qassams" < http://www.haaretz.com/news/cabinet­

likely-to-back-punishing-gaza-civilians-over-qassams-1.228787> 4 September 2007 (last visited on 3 February 

2011), 
290 Dov Weissglas, an Israeli advisor to former Prime Minister Sharon is reported to have stated in relation to the 

blockade that "The idea is to put the Palestinians on a diet. but not to make them die of hunger." 

<hltp://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2006/apr/16/israe,l> (2 February 2011) 
2~ 1 Gaza Blockade Illegal, Must Be Lifted- UN's Pillay, Reuters, 5 June 2010, 

<hltp://www.alertnel.org/thenews/newsdesk/LDE65407X.htm>. Ms. Pillay (a South African who previously 

served as a judge on the High Court of South Africa and on the International Criminal Court) had made similar 
statements frequently in previous years. See, e.g., UN Human Rights Chief Calls for End to fsraeli Bloc/wde of 

Gaz.a Strip, UN News Centre, Nov. 18, 2008, 

<http:www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewslD==28983&Cr=palest> ... (stating that the blockade was "in direct 

contravt:ntion of international human rights and hun1anitarian law" and that "[i]t n1usl end now); U.N. Human 

Rights Chiet": Israel's Blockade of Gaza Strip ls lllega1, foxnews.com, 14 August 2009, 

<http://www.foxnews.com/prinler_fricndly_story/0,3566,539363,00.html< (describing a 34-page report in which 
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condemned the "blockade" of Gaza, stating that it violated "international human 

rights and humanitarian law obligations and in particular the prohibition of 

collective punishment."292 The UN Human Rights Council has also repeatedly 

called upon Israel to reduce the harsh restrictions caused by its "blockade''.293 

The Goldstone Report characterized the "blockade" as a form of collective 

punishment.294 Specifically, the report noted that 'The conditions of life in Gaza, 

resulting from deliberate actions of the Israeli forces and the declared policies of 

the Government of Israel - as they were presented by its authorized and 

legitimate representatives - with regard to the Gaza Strip before, during and after 

the military operation, cumulatively indicate the intention to inflict collective 

punishment on the ·people of the Gaza Strip in violation of international 

humanitarian law."295 

Navi Pillay "'said the Gaza blockade amounts to collective punishment of civilians, which is prohibited under the 

Geneva Conventions on the conduct of warfare and occupation). Agreeing that the blockade is "collective 

punishn1enl'' is the U.N Otlice for the Coordination of Humanitarian AiJ. Staten1ent of John Holmes, USG for 

Humanitarian affairs and Relief Coordinator on the 'Free Gaza' Flotilla Crisis, 2 June 20 I 0, 
<http://www.ochaopt.org>. 
292 Human Rights Council, Human Rights Situation in Palestine and Other Occupied Arab Territories, 14 March 

2008, UNGA NHRC/7/76, at 16 ~61. This re~rt by High Commissioner Arbour (previously a men1ber of the 

Canadian Supreme Court) referred lo the condemnation of collective punishment in Article 33 of the Fourth 

1949 Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War ("No protected person 

may be punished for an offence he or she has not personally con1mitted. Collective penalties ornd likewise all 

n1casures of intimidation or of terrorism are prohibited.'. Id., at 9 ~ 28. See also European Parliament 

Resolution of June 17, 2010 ("whert:as according to previous staten1ents by UN organs, the blockade on the 

Gaza Strip represents collective punish1ncnt in contravention of international humanitarian Jaw"); Human Rights 

Council, Human Rights in Palestine and Other Occupied Arab Territories, at 369-70,, J 325, A!HRC/12/48, 
Sept. 15, 2009 (because ;.the conditions resulting from the deliberate actions of the Israeli armed forces and the 

declareJ policies of the Israeli Goven1ment ... cumulatively indicate the intention to inflict collective punishment 

on the people of the Gaza Strip[,] [t]he Mission. 

Israel argues that it no longer'"occupies" Gaza, because it withdrew its military forces and s~ttlers fron1 the 

territory in 2005 and because Hamas now controls the government and access to information in Gaza. Israel 

still~ however, exercises control over Gaza's airspace, sea space: and land borders, and over its electricity, water, 

sewage and telecommunications networks, and population registry. 
293 See, e.g., Sixth Special Session. of Human Rights Council Concludes with Call 011 lsrael to End Siege llnposed 
on Occupied Gaza Strip, UN Press Release, Jan. 24, 2008 (describing a resolution adopted 30-1 with 15 
abstentions that called upon Israel to "lift imn1ediately the siege it had im~sed on the occupied Gaza Strip, 
restore continued supply of fuel, food and medicine and reopen the border crossings"). 
294 Human Rights Council, Report of the United Nations Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict (Goldstone 
Report), 4174, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/12/48 (Sept. 15, 2009), at 
<http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/ ... /UNFFMGC_Reporl.pdf. > 
ws Goldstone Report supra at para. 74 
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The Report further drew attention to statements made by Israeli officials who 

indicated the intention of maintaining the blockade as a response to the Gilad 

Shalit incident and was of the view this would also constitute collective 

punishment of the civilian population of the Gaza Strip.296 

The Fact Finding Mission reconfirmed the view that the blockade constituted 

collective punishment as prohibited under article 33 of the Fourth Geneva 

Convention. The Mission report concluded that "one of the principal motives 

behind the imposition of the blockade was a desire to punish the people of the 

Gaza Strip for having elected Hamas" and that the "combination of this motive 

and the effect of the restrictions on the Gaza Strip leave no doubt that Israel's 

actions and policies amount to collective punishment as defined by international 

law."291 

The ICRC has also concluded that the blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip 

constitutes collective punishment in violation of Israel's obligations under 

International Humanitarian Law.298 

v. Israeli "blockade" of the Gaza Strip is unlawful because Israel remains 

the occupying power in Gaza 

The international community considers Israel as the "occupying power" in the 

Gaza Strip, antl this has not changed with the disengagement in 2005.299 This 

view has been reflected in virtually every single UN Document relating to the 

situation in the Middle East. This is valid to the extent that even the pertinent 

UN meetings have agenda items regularly referring to "Occupied Palestinian 

Territory"; not to mention the existence of a ''Special Rapporteur on the 

296 Id. At para. 78 
2
.,, See paragraph 54 of the Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 

2
')11 ICRC Geneva/Jerusalem 14 June 2010, Gaza closure: not another year!; News release 10/103. 

290 Security Council, United Nations, Resolution on the Situation in the Middle East. including the Palestinian 

question S/RES/1860 (2009) 
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situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967" 

under the UN Human Rights Council. The imposition by a State of a blockade 

over territories under its occupation is a legal nullity. Therefore, the enforcement 

of such a blockade as well as any other act or practice linked thereto would be 

unlawful. 

The factors of Israel's continuing occupation of the Gaza Strip are manifold. 

Israel exercises effective control over the Gaza Strip including its borders, 

airspace and territorial sea as well as trade activities. Moreover, Israel continues 

to control the entry of workers from Gaza to Israel, the entry and exit of goods 

between the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Israel and abroad, the monetary regime, 

population registry, tax and customs arrangements as well as post and 

telecommunications. 

Furthermore, Israel's Supreme Court in Jaber al Bassouini Ahmed et al v. Prime 

Minister and Minister of Defense confirmed that Israel is obliged to supply fuel 

and electricity to the Gaza Strip. 300 Only an occupier bears the responsibility of 

supplying commodities such as fuel and electricity. 

One other important evidence of Israel's continued effective occupation of the 

Gaza Strip is that despite the disengagement, Israel still feels free to send back 

its armed forces back into the area at will. 

In conclusion, withdrawal of permanent military installations from the Gaza 

Strip is a change in degree but not of kind, and the "facts on the ground ... leave 

300 Decision (HCJ 9132/07) of lhe Supreme Court sitting as High Council on Petition by Jaber al Bassouini 

Ahmed et al v Prime Minister and Minister of Defense, 27 January 2008, 
<http://www.mfa.gov.il/NRlrdonlyres/938CCD2E-89C7-4E77·B071-

56772DFF79CC/0/HCJGazaelectricity.pdf.> 
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no room for questioning the status of Israel in the Gaza Strip: it remains the 

Occupying Power."301 

F. The enforcement of the naval "blockade" was in violation of 

international law 

i. Vessels transporting humanitarian aid cannot be attacked under 

international law 

According to the San Remo Manual, when a blockade is in place, the belligerent 

state is required to allow humanitarian aid to be delivered to those in the area 

being blockaded,302 and belligerents may not attack ships loaded with medical 

supplies and humanitarian aid.303 Given that vessels carrying humanitarian aid 

are exempt from seizure, the passengers on board the Mavi Marmara were 

within their rights to resist the Israeli attempts to stop, seize and search the ship. 

The actions taken by Israel against the Mavi Marmara and the killing and 

wounding of many of its passengers were unreasonable because the vessel 

carried civilians and humanitarian aid and did not pose any legitimate security 

threat to Israel. 

According to the basic rules of the San Remo Manual, parties to the conflict 

shall at all times distinguish between civilians or other protected persons and 

combatants and between i;ivilian or exempt objects and military objectives.
304 

This rule goes beyond simply reflecting customary international law but 

301 M. Mari, "The Israeli Disengagement from the Gaza Strip: an end of the occupation?", 8 Yearbook of 
International Humanitarian Law (2005) p. 356, 366-367 

:>.
02See San Remo Manual, page 103-104 

;ioJ Id., art. 47(ii) lists "vessels engaged in humanitarian missions, including vessels carrying supplies 
indispensable to the survival of the civilian population, and vessels engaged in relief actions and rescue 

operalions" as being excmpl from attack. 
~04 San Remo Manual, Article 39. 
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constitntes jus cogens. Furthermore, attacks are to be limited strictly to military 

objects and that merchant vessels are considered as civilian objects unless they 

are military objectives according to the principles and rules of San Remo 

Manual.305 The humanitarian aid convoy was not transporting any contraband of 

a military nature that could cause any legitimate security concerns for Israel and, 

for this reason, could not be considered as a military objective. 

Moreover, the San Remo Manual recognizes specifically an exemption from 

attack of vessels engaged in humanitarian missions including vessels carrying 

supplies indispensable to the survival of the civilian population, and vessels 

engaged in r~lief actions and rescue operations. 306 

ii. The legal right to "self-defense" belongs to the passengers, and not to the 

Israeli soldiers 

As a general principle of law, an unlawful attack gives rise to a right to self­

defence. When the Israeli forces unlawfully attacked the Mavi Marmara and 

other ships in the convoy, the civilians on board had the right to defend 

themselves. 

Yet, the IDF attempts to justify the use of live fire and lethal weapons with so­

called self-defense against alleged attack by the passengers. Self-defense is an 

affirmative defense to what would otherwise be an unlawful act. In this case, the 

Israeli soldiers attacked a civilian humanitarian convoy, in international waters, 

ostensibly trying to enforce a blockade which is illegal. The enforcement of the 

unlawful Gaza blockade is an unlawful attack and cannot serve as legal grounds 

for the IDF to claim self-defense. On the other hand, it does give rise to self­

defense by the passengers on board. 

JCl.'i San Remo Manual, Article 41. 
306 San Remo Manual, Article 47(c)(ii). 
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The aggressor cannot claim self-defense when he was the initial attacker. In 

assessing the situation on 31 May 2010, at approximately 04.30 one must look at 

the totality of events as they unfolded, taking into account the different status of 

the parties involved. On the one side there was the highly trained and fully 

equipped professional Israeli IDF combat force who determined the time and 

manner of the attack. On the other side, there was a group of untrained, unarmed 

civilians who were taken by surprise and in an evident state of fear for their 

lives. The IDF came very well prepared as they had conducted military exercises 

conceived especially for this operation they named "Winds of Heaven 7". 

Therefore, the IDF soldiers must be held to much higher standards of conduct 

than the ordinary civilian person. 

The facts show, more importantly, that the Israeli soldiers were the first to fire at 

the passengers before boarding the ship. No prior warning had been given to the 

passengers to alert them about the imminent possible use of force. 

The disproportionate use of force by Israel continued and increased once aboard 

the Mavi Marmara. The incontestaQle evidence provided by the location of the 

bullet wounds of the nine casualties as well as the injuries sustained by dozens 

of other passengers show "execution style killing" as well as indiscriminate 

shooting inclucjing from above, most certainly from helicopters. The 19-year old 

Furkan Dogan was shot in the back of head as well as in his back, nose, left leg 

and left ankle all from less than 50 cm range. Cevdet K1lu;lar, who was trying to 

take a photograph of the helicopter, was shot sniper-style from a distance right 

in the centre of his forehead, in manner which suggests a trained shooter fired at 

him. Cengiz Akyiiz was shot four times in the back of his head, the right side of 

his face, the back and bis left leg. The mode of killing of these victims can in no 

way be reconciled with the concept of self-defense. 
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The facts show that the IDF raid was designed to maximize fear by attacking 

without notice, and in the dark. The so-called resistance by the passengers was 

in fact self-defense to a reasonable perception of an imminent threat of possible 

death by the IDF. The argument that the IDF with its full military panoply 

pointed against unarmed and fearful passengers was acting in self-defense is not 

supported by these facts. Once the IDF saw the passengers' reaction, they should 

have withdrawn, and should have sought alternative ways to defuse the 

situation. There was also plenty of time, given that the convoy was still some ten 

travel hours away from the blockaded area. 

In sum, the Israelis initiated the confrontation by attacking and boarding the 

ships in the first instance and exercised unlawful use of force that cannot be 

justified by self-defense. In view of this picture, the passengers on board had the 

right to defend themselves and the ships against an unlawful attack. If there is 

one party to rely on self-defence on this incident, it should be the people on 

board. 

iii. Israeli military used excessive force against the Mavi Marmara 

Even if, in arguendum, Israel were justified in establishing a limited blockade to 

restrict rocket-related materials from being brought into Gaza, the military force 

the Israeli Defense Force applied to intercept the Mavi Marmara well exceeded 

what was appropriate and necessary. "[l]n the arrest of ships, international 

law ... requires that the use of force must be avoided as far as possible and, where 

force is unavoidable, it must not go beyond what is reasonable and necessary in 
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the circumstances. "307 Using force must be viewed as a "measure of last 

resort."308 

The location of the attack upon the humanitarian aid convoy 64 nm away from 

the outer border of the blockaded area is itself in violation of the San Remo 

Manual, Rule 96, which states that the 'force maintaining the blockade may be 

stationed at a distance determined by military requirements.' It is evident that 

this rule is of a limiting nature. The explanation to the provision clarifies the 

"military requirement" as what would be necessary to prevent foreign vessels 

from actually entering into the blockaded area. There is scarce military 

justification to deploy a full-fledged military force almost 100 nm outside the 

blockaded area, and to do so against vessels that were carrying civilian 

passengers and humanitarian aid. The distance in terms of travel time to Gaza 

was approximately 10 hours, which is a significant period of time during which 

Israel could have engaged in continued peaceful and non-violent alternative 

measures to stop the vessels. Israel's claim that the enforcement action was 

necessary after diplomatic efforts had been exhausted is undermined by the 

distance at which they attacked. There were still many hours available to explore 

non-violent options. The distance of the vessels from the blockaded area and 

Israel defeats any claim of imminent threat to the security interests of the Israel. 

Once again, this is another example of abuse of rights under international law by 

Israel. 

Any military operation against the neutral vessel must be limited by the "basic 

rules in paragraphs 38-46" of the San Remo Manual,309 which require the 

~07 The M/V Saiga Case (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines v. Guinea), International Tribunal for the Law of the 
Sea, July 1, 1999, Para.155, <http://www.itlos.org!case_documents/2001/document_en_68,pdf> (.15 January 
2011) 
3011 Douglas Guilfoyle, Shipping [nterdiction and the Law of the Sea 282 (Cambridge University Press 2009) 
p.271. 
~09 San Remo Manual, Article 68. 
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attacking state to "take all feasible precautions in the choice of methods and 

means in order to avoid or minimize collateral casualties or damage." 310 

Furthermore: 

( d) an attack shall not be launched if it may be expected to 

cause collateral casualties or damage which would be 

excessive in relation to the concrete and direct military 

advantage anticipated from the attack as a whole; an attack 

shall be cancelled or suspended as soon as it becomes 

apparent that the collateral casualties or damage would be 

excessive.311 

The final phrase in this provision is particularly important, because the Israeli 

forces had the capacity to change its tactics when they realized as the operation 

unfolded that civilian casualties would be inevitable unless they adopted a 

different approach. When the Israeli forces understood the reaction they faced, 

before they had managed to place any soldiers on board, they must have 

recognized that the risk of civilian casualties had increased significantly from 

the original plan. As a result, the attack should have been suspended until a 

better strategy could be devised. 

In this context, the criticism directed by Retired Israeli Admiral Ze'ev Almog 

towards the handling of the intervention of the IDF against the convoy deserves 

attention. Almog, who served as the Head of the Israeli Naval Commandos 

between 1968-1972 and Commander of Naval Forces from 1979-1985, 

310 San Remo Manual, Article 46. 
311 San Remo Manual, Article 46(d) 
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suggested that he would have done things differently and alternative plans 

should have been ready to prevent fatalities. 312 

In the M/V Saiga Case, a Guinean fast-moving patrol boat attacked (with live, 

large-caliber rounds), boarded, and seized a slow-moving oil tanker, "fully laden 

and ... low in the water at the time," alleged to be violating Guinean customs law. 

313 Guinea argued that the "public interest" was at stake, and that a "state of 

necessity" justified its actions. The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea 

did not agree with Guinea's interpretation of public interest and found that a 

state of necessity did not exist, explaining the "state of necessity" defense can be 

asserted only if "the act was the only means of safeguarding an essential interest 

of the State against a grave and imminent peril. "314 

Israel would argue that a state of necessity had been created by the missiles fired 

by Hamas in Gaza. But they would have a hard time establishing imminency. 

The Ma vi Marmara was travelling at a speed of eight knots (about nine miles per 

hour).315 The ships were intercepted 72 miles from the nearest coast, and 64 

miles outside of the blockade area. Israel thus had approximately 10 hours until 

the Mavi Marmara reached the "blockade" area. The Israeli Defense Force had 

ample time to develop a stra.tegy to engage the vessel without loss of life. 

Even in a case where a state of necessity exists, the Tribunal in the Saiga Case 

stated that "the normal practice used to stop a ship at sea is first to give an 

312 Undercover, underwater and underrRted, Abraham Rabinovich, The Jerusalem Post Magazine, 4 February 

2011, p.20-27. 
:ii::i The Saiga 's maximum speed was 10 knots. The M/V Saiga Case (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines v. 

Guinea), International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, 1July1999, Para.157. 
<http://www.itlos.org/case_documents(200l/document_en_ 68.pdr> (J 5 January 2011 )157. 
314 Ibid. Para.133 (emphasis added). 
315 Eiland Video Report, Israeli Defense Forces, 13 July 2010 < http://idfspokesperson.com/2010/07/15/videos­

ti me I ine-o f- fl ol ii I a-i nci denl-as-presen ted-b y-eiland-team-of-experts-engl ish-version-13-j ul y-201 OJ> (15 January 

2011) 
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auditory or visual signal to stop ... [and] [ w ]here this does not succeed, a variety 

of actions may be taken, including the firing of shots across the bows of the 

ship. It is only after the appropriate actions fail that the pursuing vessel may, as 

a last resort, use force." 316 The Tribunal criticized the Guineans not only for 

firing at the Saiga, but also for using firearms once on board the vessels, saying 

"the Guinean officers appeared to have attached little or no importance to the 

safety of the ship and the persons on board."317 

iv. Israel had an obligation to use non-lethal modes of interdiction against 

the humanitarian aid convoy 

Israel argues that the military operation against the Mavi Marmara was 

conducted to protect the people of Israel. But attacking a ship carrying 

humanitarian aid and civilians on the purported grounds that it may contain 

contraband is rtot sufficient related to that goal, especially given the fact that 

non-lethal options were available. As Professor Michael Byers has explained, 

"[ t ]o say that this blockade would be jeopardized by the flotilla and that 

sometime down the road weapons might come into Gaza as a result, and thereby 

pose a threat to Israel, is to stretch the definition of self-defence way further than 

anyone ever countenanced."318 

The Israeli forces had the choice of using methods to engage the vessel without 

causing loss of life. At various points during the operation, they could and 

should have reassessed their strategy and adopted a different approach. Their 

:He'. The M/V Saiga Case (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines v. Guinea), lnlernational Tribunal for the Law of the 

Sea, July 1, 1999, Para.156. 

Jl
7 The M/V Saiga Case (Saint Vincent a1?d the Grenadines v. Guinea), International Tribunal [or the Law of the 

Sea, July 1, 1999, Para. 158. 
3111 Quoted in Patrick Martin, Was Seizing the Flotilla Legal?, The Globe and Mail, 1 June 2010, 

<http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/africa-mideast/who-was-behind-lhe-seized­

flotilla/articlel 587638/ .> 
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military operation must, therefore, be viewed as disproportionate and in 

violation of international law. 

The San Remo Manual Rules in Part V enumerates measures short of attack that 

include interception, visit, search, diversion and capture. According to Rule 118 

when there are reasonable grounds for suspecting that a vessel may be subject to 

capture, the belligerent warships can visit and search merchant vessels outside 

neutral waters. The Israeli force made no effort to request from either the captain 

or the flag State to visit and search the vessels. Instead there is presumptive 

conclusion that such request would have been refused. But this does not justify a 

failure to make the attempt before proceeding to other alternatives. Rule 119 

also provides for diversion of the neutral merchant vessel from its declared 

destination with its consent. Again, no information is provided that any such 

request was made by Israel. Capturing the vessel should have been viewed as a 

final resort, particularly given that there were passengers on board. It is 

important to make a distinction at this point between merchant vessels carrying 

no other than trained crew, and passenger vessels with ordinary civilians not 

prepared in any way for such possibilities. 

An incident during the blockade employed during the First Gulf War provides 

an example of how a vessel seeking to penetrate a blockade can be stopped 

without bloodshed. In December 1990, the Iraqi merchant vessel Jbn Kha/dun 

traveling through the Arabian Sea carrying some 250 passengers as well as 

medicines and food supplies on a "peace mission" was intercepted by two US 

destroyers and an Australian vessel. The captain of the Ibn Kha/dun ignored 

requests to stop, and so the Navy sent a boarding party by helicopter, which 

persuaded the captain to stop the ship, and then additional navy personnel 

arrived by boat. The ship's crew and its passengers made a human chain to 

obstruct the passage of the boarding party, who numbered about 20, and sought 
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to grab the weapons of the Navy personnel, but the boarding party was able to 

control the crowd and the boat with the use of smoke and noise grenades, and by 

firing warning shots in the air. No injuries occurred, and this incident was the 

only incident in the interception operations during the First Gulf War that a 

boarding team fired weapons during a boarding. After inspectors located cargo 

which violated sanctions, the vessel was escorted by US and Australian ships to 

Muscat, Oman.319 

Military officers have a duty to suspend operations when it becomes clear that 

the damage to civilians is not justified by the military advantage being sought, or 

when alternative methods of achieving the goal with less damage to civilians are 

available. 

Israel, however, did not make any effort to resort to measures short of attack. 

The facts show that the final communication between the IDF and the captain 

took place at 02.00 on 31 May 2010. However, the Israeli forces appeared out of 

the dark at 04.00 without any prior effective warning of the intent to stop, divert 

or capture the vessels that would give sufficient time to react to the warning and 

explain what they should do to avoid harm. Established practice would require 

the warships to give effective warning close in time with a deadline for the 

intended action against the vessel to prevent panic, such as what happened on 

board the Mavi Marmara. 

According to the video timeline created by General Eiland, when the Israeli 

commandos first attempted to board the Mavi Marmara in rubber boats, they 

319 Guy Gugliotta, U.S. Sailors, Crew Scuffle on Iraqi Ship, WASHINGTON POST, Dec. 27. 1990, at A20 
<http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1 P2·1165871.html>; Se\!ering Saddam's Lifeline, ALL HANDS, at 13 (Special 

Ed., No. 892). 
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were met with resistance and were unable to board from the sides of the ship. 320 

According to press reports, General Eiland stated that the decision to continue to 

attempt to board the boat was a mistake. 321 Upon meeting resistance, the Israeli 

forces should have regrouped and formulated a new plan to stop the boats. 322 

Proceeding to land on a boat whose occupants were prepared to resist is wliat 

ultimately led to unnecessary bloodshed. 

This moment was not the only time when the IDF should have regrouped to 

formulate a new strategy. The helicopters attempted to clear the roof with live 

fire, but some passengers remained on the deck and resisted against the attempt 

to board the ship. Given the fact that the Mavi Marmara and the rest of the 

convoy were still quite a distance away from the blockade zone (64 miles) and 

were travelling slowly, the IDF had time to formulate an alternate strategy. 

Instead, Israeli soldiers descended into a group of passengers resisting with 

make-shift weapons. The use of lethal force in this situation was excessive 

because other options were available. According to Professor Douglas 

Guilfoyle, "[ e ]nforcement action must be both necessary and proportionate. 

Going aboard a civilian vessel with the intention of using lethal force against 

civilians would clearly be disproportionate and unlawful." 323 

It is not reasonable to think "that arrival of Israeli soldiers would convince the 

crew and passengers to submit." The use of naval commandos, "an elite unit, 

3211 Eiland Video Report, Israeli Defense Forces, 13 July 2010 < http://idfspokesperson.com/2010/07/15/videos­
timeli ne-of-tlotilla-incident-as-presented-by-eiland-team-of-experts-engli~h-version-13-july-2010/> (15 January 
2011) 
·'

21 Yaakov Katz, IDF Probe: Army Didn\ Ha\'e 'Plan B', Jerusalem Post, 12 July 2010 
< http://www. j post.com/lsrae I/ Artie I e.aspx ?id= 1 B 11 82> 
.in Article 46(d) of the San Ren10 Rules says explicitly that ''an attack shall be ~-ancel!ed or suspended as soon as 
it becomes apparent that the collateral casualties or damage would be excessive," 
:12.~ Douglas Guilfoyle, Gaza Fleet Raid Raises Questions over Legality of lsrael 1s Blockade, The Times 
(London), 1 June 2010, < http://business.timesonline.eo.uk/tol/business/law/article7142055.ece>. 
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trained for daring operations," was inappropriate in a situation requiring 

personnel who had "training in crowd control and self-restraint." 324 

Israel could have stopped the vessels from reaching Gaza without landing 

commandoes onto the vessel. Israel did not fire a shot across the bow of the 

Mavi Marmara, the normal way of making it clear that force would be used to 

stop a vessel.325 Other Israel should have considered using included 

maneuvering a vessel in front of the Mavi Marmara to block its passage and 

force a change in direction. 

Israel's failure to warn the convoy of an imminent use of force has had another 

crucial repercussion on the manner in which the tragedy unfolded. As mentioned 

earlier, an understanding between the Undersecretary of the Turkish Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and the Israeli Foreign Ministry's Director General had been 

reached whereby the convoy would first try to arrive at Gaza, but if necessary, 

alter its course to Al-Arish. The actual Israeli attack gave the convoy no chance 

to change its course as per the above-mentioned understanding: the IDF gave no 

indication of an imminent use of force, such as a warning shot across the bow. 

Under these circumstances, the Mavi Marmara's captain acted as soon as the 

Israeli attack began. He went as far as to alter the ship's course to 270°, heading 

West, away from Israel, the Gaza Strip and even Al-Arish.326
•
327 

324 Gers horn Gorenberg, A Brief History of the Gaza Folly, The American Prospect. 1 June 2010, 

<http:/ /prospect.a rg/cs/articles ?a rticle::::a _brief_ history_ of_ the _gaza _ f o 11 y> 
.u.~ Professor GuiltOyle has said that the rule "that warning shots shall be used in cases other than self-defence, is 

universally accepted." Douglas Guilfoyle, Gaza Fleet Raid Raises Questions over Legality of Israel's Blockade, 
The Times <London), 1 June 2010,< http://business.timesonline.eo.uk/tol/business/law/article7142055.ece> 
326 For the testimony of Captain Mahmut Tural, see Annex 5 (Section l/i & Section 3/xv) 
327 For the relevant maps and data obtained from Undersecretariat for Maritime Affairs, see Annex 3 (Section 7) 
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It is to be assumed that the convoy would have altered its course as per the 

earlier understanding, had the Israelis given a clear warning about imminent use 

of force. 

v. Naval blockades and state practice 

State practice provides important standards to be followed by States in enforcing 

blockades. The San Remo Manual Rules are for the most part considered to be a 

restatement of customary international law, which is based on widespread State 

practice and opinio juris. It should be underlined that an example of one country 

based on national naval manuals without the required opinio juris does not 

establish customary international law. 

Among those blockades recognized as lawful according to customary 

international law is the example of the Cuban Missile Crisis, which has. been 

viewed by most commentators as a carefully calibrated and proportionate use of 

force appropriate for the situation. Interdiction was accomplished by firing shots 

across the bow of the ships, searching the ships sailing towards Cuba and 

allowing them to pass after such searches. The Cuban Quarantine was effective 

in deterring the "offending conduct" and in limiting the "flow of targeted trade 

into and out of the target state, and controlled escalation of the crisis," and it 

demonstrated that blockades can be "effective without the use of actual force." 
328 

Another example is provided by UN approved "Military Intercept" Operations. 

Operating within the framework of comprehensive economic sanctions, the 

Security Council authorized member states to use force,329 including through the 

-
1211 Richard Zeigler, Ubi Sumus? Quo Vadimus?: CIUJrting the Course of Maritime Interception Operations, 43 
Naval Law Review 1, 15 (1996). 
329 Lois E. Fielding, Maritime Interception: Centerpiece of Economic Sanctions in the New World Order, 53 
Louisiana Law Review 1191, 1194 (1993); at 1217~ 18. 
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establishment of these intercept operations.330 The resolution enacted prior to 

the First Gulf War called upon: 

"those Member States co-operating with the Government 

of Kuwait which are deploying maritime forces to the 

area to use such measures commensurate to the specific 

circumstances as may be necessary under the authority of 

the Security Council to halt all inward and outward 

maritime shipping, in order to inspect and verify their 

cargoes and destinations and to insure strict 

implementation of the provisions related to such shipping 

laid down in resolution 661 (1990) ... " 331 

Resolution 661 (1990) banned the transfer of "any commodities or products, 

including weapons or any other military equipment, whether or not originating 

in their territories, but not including supplies intended strictly for medical 

purposes, and, in humanitarian circumstances, foodstuffs, to any person or body 

in Iraq or Kuwait." 332 This provision was carefully crafted to conform to the 

requirements of the Fourth Geneva Convention. Although the prohibition is 

broadly worded,333 the naval operations they authorized were "limited and Jess 

intrusive" compared to earlier blockades.334 The military intercept operation 

inspected all cargo vessels in the Gulf bound for or departing from Iraq through 

Iraqi ports and in the Red Sea for cargo entering Iraq through the port of Aqaba, 

Jordan. 

3~(1Richard Zeigler, Ubi Sumus? Quo Vadimus?: Charting the Course of Maritime Interception Operations, 43 

Naval Law Review 1, 15 (1996). Supra nole 30, at 31. 
331 U.N. Security Council Resolution 665, Para. I (1990). 
·
132 U.N. Security Council Resolution 661, Para. 3(c) (1990). 
333 Lois E. Fielding, Maritime Interception: Centerpiece of Economic Sanctions in the New World Order, 53 

Louisiana Law Review 1191, 1194 (1993); at 1217-l 8. See supra note 220 at 1217-18. 
JJ4 Ibid. 
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During 1990 and 1991, "multinational forces intercepted over 17,800 vessels, 

boarding approximately 7,400 and diverting 410 of them." 335 Similar to US 

practice in the Cuban Quarantine, shots would be fired, where needed, across the 

bow before the ship would stop. The interception policy used during the Iraq 

naval operations was viewed as effective and uncomplicated, as "[ c ]ontrols were 

built into the process to allow the minimum possible application of force 

needed." 336 

The multinational forces carrying out this militaty intercept operation "made it 

very clear from the outset of the interception operations that only the 'minimum 

force necessmy' would be used."337 If force were required, it began "with 

warning shots across the bow," and if necessmy escalated "to disabling fire 

aimed at the rudders or stempost."338 This approach, with "disabling shots" as 

the final military option is designed to ensure that the ship can be intercepted "if 

at all possible without risk to human lives."339 

These recent examples of State practice and United Nations authorizations help 

to establish the current principles governing naval blockades. Notice is required, 

as discussed earlier, and all blockades are governed by the requirements of 

proportionality, necessity,340 and reasonableness. Dr. Stephen C. Neff, of the 

University of Edinburgh School of Law, has explained that "[a]ccording to the 

.ns J. Astley Ill & Michael N. Schmitt, The Law of the Sea and Naval Operations, 42 Air Force Law Review 119, 

IJ9 (1997) at 146 n. 110 
.nn Lois E. Fielding, Maritime Interception: Centerpiece of Economic Sanctions in the New World Order, 53 

Louisiana Law-Review 1191, 1194 (1993); at 1217-18. See supra note 231, at 1218. 
337 Jane Gilliland Dalton~ The Influence of Law on Seapower in Desert Shield/ Desert Storm, 41 Naval Law 
Review 27. 33 (1993) p. 58. See supra note 220, at 58. 
3~11 Ibid. 
-'
39 Rob McLaughlin, United Nations Mandn.ted Naval lnlerdiction Operations in the Territorial Sea?, 51 

International & Comparative Law Quarterly 249, 261 (2002). 
34n Lois E. Fielding, Maritime Interception: Centerpiece of Economic Sanctions in the New World Order, 53 

Louisiana Law Review 1191, 1194 (1993); at 1217-18. See supra note 231, at 1203 (stating that the principles of 
necessity, humanity, and proportionality are part of the law of armed conflict). 
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principle of necessity, blockades would only be permissible under certain 

restricted circumstances (i.e. when necessity was actually present), it would not 

be an automatic right ... " 341 The principle of proportionality, he further stated, 

"would imply that only certain types of trade could be stopped (i.e., trade in 

goods that furthered the aggression) .... [and] would furthermore imply that the 

self-defending state would only be entitled to divert neutral ships away from the 

blockaded area, not to capture and confiscate them." 342 The principles of 

proportionality and necessity are also central to the rules found in the San Remo 

Manual discussed next. 343 

According to the San Remo Manual, when a blockade is in place, the belligerent 

state is required to allow humanitarian aid to be delivered to those in the area 

being blockaded,344 and belligerents may not attack ships loaded with medical 

supplies and humanitarian aid. 345 Given that vessels carrying humanitarian aid 

are exempt from attack and presumably capture, the passengers on board the 

341 Stephen C. Neff, Towards a Law of Unarmed Conflict: A Proposal for a New (nlemational Law of Hostility, 

28 Cornell International Law Journal 1. 24 (1995). See supra note 158, at 19. 
'.142 Ibid. 
3

4.
1Stephen C. Neff, Towards a Law of Unarmed Conflict A Proposal for a New International Law of Hostility, 

28 Cornell International Law Journal 1. 24 (1995). See supra note 144 and 146. 

The SAN REMO MANUAL permits blockades as a ''method of warfare," but Article 94 requires that they be 

formally declared, providing "the commencement, duration, location, and extent of the blockade." Article 98 

says merchant ships "breaching a blockade may be captured" and those "which, after prior warning, clearly resist 

capture may be attacked. 11 Article 102 says blockades are prohibited if their "sole purpose" is to "starv[e) the 

civilian population or denyQ it other objects essential for its survival" and if"the damage to the civilian 

population is, or may be expected to be, excessive in relation to the concrete and direct military advantage 

anticipated from the blockade." Article 67(a) permits attacks on neutral-flag ships if they "are believed on 

reasonable grounds to be carrying contraband or breaching a blockade, and after prior warning they intentionally 

and clearly refuse to stop, or intentionally and clearly resist visit, search or capture." See also Article 146 

(same). San Remo Manual Article I 03 requires blockading party to permit "tbod and other objects essential for 

its survival" to pass through. San Remo Articles 39, 40, 41, 42, and 46 require protection of civilians and 

proportionality. 
3« San Remo Manual, Articles. 103-104. But these provisions also provide some support for Israel's position 

that the belligerent state can control the way in Which the aid i5 disbursed and can search the shipment for 
contraband. Israel thus argues that it was within its rights to order the Convoy to travel to Ashdod, and to board 

the ships after they refused. 
345 San Remo Manual, Article. 47(c)(ii) lists "vessels engaged in hu1nanitarian missions, including vessels 

carrying supplies indispensable to the survival of the civilian population, and vessels engaged in relief actions 

and rescue operations" as being ex.empt from attack. 
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Mavi Marmara were within their rights to resist the Israeli attempts to stop, 

divert or seize the ship. 

G. The legal implications of the Israeli attack 

i. The disproportionate nature of the attack 

Israel's claim that it was entitled to interdict the vessels in the humanitarian aid 

convoy rests on its argument that it was acting in self-defence to enforce a 

legitimately-established blockade. First and foremost, as explained earlier, the 

"blockade" itself is unlawful and, therefore, any action taken within the ambit of 

such a "blockade" is devoid of legitimacy. Consequently, Israel can only legally 

justify what is otherwise an unlawful blockade on grounds of reasonable 

suspicion that the humanitarian convoy 

i) was making an effective contribution to the opposing forces' war 

effort, such as by carrying weaponry or was otherwise closely 

integrated into the enemy war effort (belligerent right of capture); 

or 

ii) posed an imminent and overwhelming threat to Israel and there was 

no alternative but to use force to prevent it (self-defence under 

Article 51 of the United Nations Charter). 

Based on Prime Minister Netanyahu's statements, the Fact Finding Mission 

found that the decision to stop the flotilla was not because the vessel presented 

any immediate security threat to Israel, and concluded that the interception was 

motivated by concerns about the possible propaganda victory that might be 

claimed by the organizers of the flotilla. 346 

~4(, See paragraph 56 of the Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 
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Moreover, the actions taken by Israel against the Mavi Marmara and the wanton 

killing and wounding of many of its passengers were unreasonable because the 

latter did not pose any legitimate security threat to Israel. 347 The Rules in the 

San Remo Manual allow blockades as a military tactic in certain circumstances, 

but Article 47(c)(ii) does not permit attacks on civilians or on vessels carrying 

humanitarian goods. 348 The Israeli forces had the choice of using methods to 

engage the vessel without causing loss of life. At various points during the 

operation, it could and should have reassessed its strategy and adopted a 

different approach. Its military operation must, therefore, be viewed as 

disproportionate and in violation of international law. 

ii. Excessive use of force and misconduct 

Applying the principles of reasonableness, proportionality, and necessity to 

evaluate the actions of the Israeli forces on 31 May 2010 leads to the conclusion 

that the Israeli military operation violated governing principles of international 

law. The decision to send "a handful of Israeli soldiers to seize the ship -- a 

decision approved by Prime Minister Netanyahu and his inner circle of 

ministers" not only "shows hubris, poor intelligence work, and determined 

inability to learn from experience," but also demonstrates the unreasonableness 

of the Israeli interception of the Ma vi Marmara. 349 It is not reasonable to think 

that "arrival of Israeli soldiers would convince the crew and passengers to 

submit." The use of Shayetet 13, "an elite unit, trained for daring operations," 

.was inappropriate in a situation requiring personnel who had "training in crowd 

control and self-restraint." 

347 The Mavi Marmara was located well outside Israel's 12-mile territorial sea when Israel's 1nilitary operation 
against it began on May 31, 2010. Israel has not yet declared an exclusive economic zone (EEZ) but is 
apparently contemplating doing so. Neither Turkey nor Israel has ratified the 1982 UN Law of the Sea 
Convention, but most parts of the Convention a.re thought to reflect binding customary international law. 
348 San Remo Manual, Article 47(c)(ii) 
349 See supra note 302 
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The Israeli soldiers were armed with a range of lethal force, including machine 

guns and grenades approached a passenger vessel with over 600 civilians under 

the cover of darkness and after severing the convoy's links with the outside 

world clearly with the intent of a covert operation the goal of which was the 

creation of intimidation and fear, which they succeeded in generating. 

As mentioned earlier, Israel could have stopped the vessels from reaching Gaza 

without landing commandoes onto the vessel. Israel did not fire a shot across the 

bow of the Mavi Marmara, the normal way of making it clear that force would 

be used to stop a vessel.350 Other methods Israel should have considered using 

included maneuvering a vessel in front of the Mavi Marmara to block its 

passage and force a change in direction. General Giora Eiland, in his report 

prepared for the Israeli Defence Forces, has indicated that a ship was available 

that could have directed powerful streams of water at the activists, but 

acknowledged that this approach was not used. 351 Another option would have 

been "disabling fire aimed at the rudders or sternpost" as used in the military 

intercept operations during the First Gulf War. It is not clear why this option 

was not acted upon. 

The decision to use live ammunition was also clearly irresponsible, since other 

non-lethal options were available.352 Upon meeting initial resistance, the IDF 

forces should have reassessed their strategy to save lives, rather than to persist 

with their original plan.353 The question which must be asked is why these 

J.~o Professor Guilfoyle has said that the rule "that warning shots shall be used in cases other than self-defonc.e, is 

universally accepted." Douglas Guilfoyle, Gaza Fleet Raid Raises Questions over Legality of Israel's Blockade, 

The Times !London), June 1, 2010, <http://business.timesonline.eo.uk/tol/business/law/article7142055.ece> (15 
January 2011) 
351 Eiland Video Report, Israeli Defense Forces, 13 July 2010 < hltp://idfspokesperson.com/2010/07/15/videos­
ti me Ii ne-of-fl oti 11 a-inc ide nt-as-p resen ted-by-eiland-leam-of-experts-en gl is h-vc rsion-13-j ul y-201 01> (15 January 
2011) 
352 The commandos were armed with paintball guns and percussion grenades as well as firearms. 
Js3 Yaakov Katz, JDF Probe: Army Did111t Have 'Plan B', JERUSALEM POST, July 12, 2010 
<http://www.jpost.com/Israel/ Arti cle.aspx? id= 181182>. 
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highly trained military Israeli soldiers continued to spread fear among civilians 

by firing at them from the Zodiacs, before boarding the vessel, when the fearful 

and disoriented resistance of the civilians was obvious. 

Defence Minister Barak recounted that the decision to stop the convoy was 

taken by himself and six other Ministers of the inner cabinet after deliberating 

the option to allow it to pass or interdict it on the high seas despite the "high 

probability that violent friction" would occur.354 The likelihood of violence and 

the negative media exposure for Israel were discussed at great length. 

Alternative measures were also discussed. Defence Minister Barak recounts that 

during high level meetings, questions were asked on how the forces would react 

to different forms of resistance such as "protest" resistance or "terror" 

resistance. During the Ministerial meeting, a prescient question anticipating in 

eerie detail the events that would actually transpire on the deck of the Mavi 

Marmara, was posed to Minister Barak as "could a situation be created that you 

will be in the minority and out of weakness, because of crowding on the deck, 

you will find yourselves in the position that you will have to open fire?" and 

"What happens if 30 of the rioters will block your way to the bridge, and it will 

not be possible to get there easily." Minister Barak has acknowledged that the 

decision to stop the convoy was taken after "prolonged deliberation", but has 

stubbornly insisted that "one had to stop the convoy, with all the attendant risks 

and developments that were clearly presented by the chief of staff and other." 

More than deliberating, the Israeli forces actually conducted an exercise at sea 

as part of the preparation for interdicting the aid convoy, similar to a war 

exercise. There is no question that the Israeli forces had studied carefully every 

354 Public Commission for Examining the Naval Incident of31May2010 (Tile Turkel Commission), Session 
Three, 10.08.2010, <http://www.mfa.gov .il/N R/rdonlyres/0427E1 OC-OJBB-4330-A60E-

54D265AE6496/0/Bara kTurke1Aug10.pdf> (15 January 2011) 
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aspect of the interdiction and knew that they probably would meet resistance. 

They chose the path of violence and were fully prepared for its consequences. 

When the Israeli forces attacked the Mavi Marmara and other ships in the aid 

convoy, the civilians on board had the right to defend themselves. The Israeli 

approach to the Mavi Marmara following the severance of the convoy's 

communications with the rest of the world before daybreak and the presence of 

Zodiacs, frigates, submarines and helicopters created a reasonable apprehension 

of danger and terror by the passengers and entitled them to exercise their right of 

self-defence. Specifically, the Israeli soldiers descended from the first helicopter 

fully cognizant that the crowd was already agitated by the circumstances and fire 

from the Zodiacs. The Israeli forces approached with guns, grenades, paintball 

guns and laser-guided weapons against passengers, who therefore had to employ 

whatever objects came to hand. Upon meeting resistance, the Israeli forces 

should have developed a new plan to stop the boats.355 

Consistent with this view, the UN Fact Finding Mission concluded in its report 

dated 22 September 2010 that "much of the force used by the Israeli soldiers on 

board the Ma vi Marmara and from the helicopters was unnecessary, 

disproportionate, excessive and inappropriate and resulted in the wholly 

avoidable killing and maiming of a large number of civilian passengers." 356 

H. Additional violations of international law by Israel 

i. Targeting of civilians 

The April 1996 Text of Ceasefire Understanding, which Israel accepted during 

the Lebanese conflict, includes the provision that "Israel and those cooperating 

3
·
55 San Reino Manual, Article 46(d) explicitly says that "an attack shall be cancelled or suspended as soon as it 

becomes apparent that the collateral casualties or damage would be excessive." 
356 See also paragraph 162 through to 173 of the Report.of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 
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with it will not fire any kind of weapon at civilians or civilian targets in 

Lebanon."357 This principle is codified in Articles 51(5)(b) and 57(2)(b) of the 

First Additional Protocol (1977) to the 1949 Geneva Conventions358
, which 

prohibit attacks that are expected to cause civilian casualties that "would be 

excessive in relation to the concrete and direct military advantage anticipated." 

The Israeli Supreme Court has recognized "the duty to do everything possible to 

minimize collateral damage to the civilian population during the attacks on 

'combatants' "359 and has also ruled that, pursuant to the principle of 

proportionality, even civilians taking a direct part in hostilities may not be 

physically attacked if less harmful means could be employed against them, such 

as arrest, interrogation, and trial.360 This conclusion was based on the decision of 

the European Court of Human Rights in McCann v. United Kingdom, where the 

court decided that the United Kingdom had deprived three IRA terrorists in 

Northern Ireland of their right to life under Article 2 of the European 

Convention on Human Rights by using lethal force without taking steps that 

"would have avoided the deprivation of life of the suspects without putting the 

lives of others at risk." 361 

3
!>

7 W. Michael Riesman, The Lessons of Qanna, 22 Yale Journal of International Law 381, 382 n. 1 (997). 
358 Protocol Additional (No.1) to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, and Relating lo the Protection of 
Victims of International Armed Conflicts, June B, 1977, 1125 U.N.T.S. 3. 
3511 Public Committee Against Torture in Israel v. Government of Israel, Supreme Court of Israel Sitting as the 
High Court of Justice, HCJ 769/02 (Dec. 13, 2006), p. 19. 
<http://elyonl.court.gov.il/files_eng/02/690/007/a34/02007690.a34.pdf> (15 January 2011) 
·
160 Ibid. p. 29. 

"' McCann v. United Kingdom, 21 ECHR 97 GC p. 235 (1995). 
<htrp://cmiskp.echr .coe.inl/tkp197 /view.asp?action=h1ml&documenlld=695820&portal=hbkm&source=externa I 
bydocnumber&table=F69A27FD8FB8614ZBFOJCI 166DEA398649> (15 January 2011) 
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ii. Violations of fundamental human rights and mistreatment of passenger 

victims 

Many violations of the applicable peacetime law were committed by Israeli 

soldiers during the attack against the Mavi Marmara and the other vessels of the 

convoy. 

The Israeli soldiers shot nine unarmed civilians on board, violating their right to 

life. The right to life is enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

and also in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) to 

which Israel has been a party since 1991. The General Comment (No. 6) by the 

Human Rights Committee underscores that States Parties to ICCPR should "take 

measures not only to prevent and punish deprivation of life by criminal acts, but 

also to prevent arbitrary killing by their own security forces." 

Israel purports to have applied the principle of distinction in the treatment of the 

· passengers. Yet, the facts show that all passengers were deprived of human 

rights and human dignity while on board the vessels and throughout their 

detention in Israel. 

Israeli soldiers mistreated all passengers through physical violence by kicking 

and beating them. Passengers were forced to sit or kneel in the same position for 

hours. When they attempted to stand up, they were beaten down with batons. As 

detailed earlier, passengers were subjected to extreme physical and 

psychological abuse by the soldiers. Although many passengers suffered from 

injuries, Israeli soldiers did not allow the ship doctor to treat the wounded. 

Such unlawful conduct constitutes clear violations of the prohibition of torture 

and ill-treatment under Article 7 of the ICCPR and the Convention against 

Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
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(CAT) to which Israel has been a party since 1991, and also a breach of Article 

3 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). 

The same conclusion was reached by the UN Fact Finding Mission which 

qualified the Israeli forces' treatment of the passengers as "cruel, inhuman and 

degrading treatment and, insofar as the treatment was additionally applied as a 

form of punishment, torture. This represents a violation of articles 7 and 10, 

paragraph 1, of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and of 

the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment." 362 

Human rights violations by the Israeli officials continued during the 10-hour 

journey to the Port of Ashdod and while the passengers were in captivity in 

Israel. Israeli doctors treated one victim's injured leg without sedating him. 363 

Many of those hospitalized passengers reported maltreatment from the soldiers. 

Again, such conduct constitutes a violation of the prohibition of torture and the 

right to health under CAT, ICCPR and the European Convention on Human 

Rights. 

The UN Fact Finding Commission found cases of abuse of rights and acts of 

torture committed by Israeli officials against passengers while detained in 

Ashdod in violation of Article 1 of the Convention against Torture, and articles 

7 and 10 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

Furthermore, the Commission also concluded that humiliation of the passengers 

by Israeli officials constituted cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 

punishment under the terms of article 16 of the Convention against Torture.364 

Overall the Commission noted· other serious violations of human rights law and 

362 See paragraph 181 of the Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 
%3 For the testimony ofAbdiilhamit Ate~, see Anllex 5 (Section 1/xi), 

JM See paragraph 220 of the Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 
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humanitarian law resulting from the physical abuse and treatment of passengers 

that would constitute a violation of right to security of person and human 

dignity. 

Some passengers were forced to strip naked and searched multiple times. The 

temperature was kept excessively cold like "a cold storage". One woman 

journalist was forced to remove all her clothes and the soldiers forcibly inserted 

a metal detector between her legs. She stated to our Commission that she had 

never been subjected to such degrading treatment in her life. Another passenger 

reported that she was touched inappropriately after she was bound and 

handcuffed by Israeli commandos. Such practices amount to torture, degrading 

or inhuman treatment under ICCPR, CAT and the European Convention on 

Human Rights. 

The passengers were not allowed to fulfill their most basic needs. They were not 

permitted to use the restrooms for hours and as a result elderly people and a 

pregnant woman wetted themselves and soiled their clothes.365 When, finally, 

passengers were allowed to use the restrooms in the ship only two were made 

available for 600 passengers. The passengers were given insufficient water and 

food. As such, Israeli soldiers acted in breach of the prohibition of torture, 

degrading and inhuman treatment according to ICCPR, CAT and the European 

Convention on Human Rights. 

One woman passenger .of Israeli citizenship was brought to court in a small . 

metal box inside a police car, in which she was held for eight hours with her 

hands and legs shackled.366 Again, this treatment would amount to torture and 

365 For the lestimony of Anne de Jong see Annex 5 (Section 1/xii) 
366 

Lubna Masarwa,Time to break the siege on Gaza_: A survivor's accounJ of Mavi Marmara; International 

Solidarity Movement. 7 June 2010, 
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degrading treatment under ICCPR, CAT and the European Convention on 

Human Rights. 

Passengers' money, credit cards, camera, laptops, mobile phones were 

confiscated. This is a clear violation of property rights under article 1 of the First 

Protocol to the European Convention of Human Rights and article 17 (2) of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Israeli soldiers forced the passengers to fill out forms in Hebrew without 

translation. Soldiers explained that the forms were admissions that the 

participants had entered Israel without permission. Passengers were required to 

sign Hebrew-only statements which most did not understand, saying they 

regretted attacking the State of Israel. The people who refused were beaten and 

threatened with prosecution. Such conduct is a violation of the right to liberty 

and security of persons under Article 9 of ICCPR and Article 5 of the European 

Convention on Human Rights. Again, beatings and physical violence would 

amount to torture and ill treatment under ICCPR, CAR and the European 

Convention on Human Rights. 

Passengers were interrogated without the presence of their lawyers. They were 

denied the right to legal aid. Consular access was both limited and restricted. 

Passengers were allowed to use the telephone on the condition that they spoke in 

English, which excluded many. They were subject to unlawful deportation 

instead of repatriation. These are clear examples of violations of the right to 

liberty and security of persons under Article 9 of ICCPR and Article 5 of the 

European Convention on Human Rights. 

<h tl p :/ /palsolid ari ty .org/2010/06/12704/? utm _so urce::;f eedburner &utm _medium= feed& utm _campaign:::: Feed: +p 
alsolidarity+(International+Solidarity+Movement)> (7 June 2010) 
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Member of the Knesset, Haneen Zoabi was subjected to racist and sexist 

remarks. Some Westerners noticed a clear distinction in the treatment of "white" 

and "brown" passengers. Most western women were not handcuffed. Such 

discrimination is a breach of the ban on discrimination according to Article 2 of 

ICCPR and article 14 of the European Convention on Human Rights. 

The UN Fact Finding Mission also considered the attack on the Mavi Marmara 

and its aftermath as constituting, in addition to breaching international human 

rights, violations of international humanitarian law provisions that may not be 

derogated from under any circumstances.367 

I. Entitlement to compensation 

It is a central principle of international law that when a State violates its 

international obligations, it has a duty to make reparations for the wrongs 

committed. This principle has been codified by the International Law 

Commission in its Draft Articles on the Responsibility of States for 

Internationally Wrongful Acts368
• 

Article 31 of the Draft Articles reads as follows: 

"Reparation: 

1. The responsible State is under an obligation to make 

full reparation for the injury caused by the internationally 

wrongful act. 

2. Injury includes any damage, whether material or moral, 

caused by the internationally wrongful act of a State." 

3r'7 See paragraph 182 of the Report of the Fact Finding Mission, Annex 8 
·"'UNGA NCN.4/L602/Rev. I (26 July·2001). 
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Article 36 Compensation further states that: 

"!. The State responsible for an internationally wrongful 

act is under an obligation to compensate for the damage 

caused thereby, insofar as such damage is not made good 

by restitution. 

2. The compensation shall cover any financially 

assessable damage including loss of profits insofar as it is 

established." 

The Permanent Court of International Justice (PCIJ) in the Factory at Chorz6w 

Case stated that "reparation must, as far as possible, wipe out all the 

consequences of the illegal act and re-establish the situation which would, in all 

probability, have existed if that act had not been committed. " 369 When direct 

restitution or restoration of the prior conditions is impossible (as when 

individuals are killed or wounded) compensation becomes the appropriate 

remedy. 

The ICJ recognized in the Gabcikovo Case that "[i]t is a well-established rule of 

international law that an injured State is entitled to obtain compensation from 

the State which has committed an internationally wrongful act for the damage 

caused by it. "370 This rule was later reaffirmed by the International Tribunal for 

the Law of the Sea in its first full opinion, The M/V Saiga Case. 371 When 

addressing the question of damages, the Tribunal quoted from the venerable 

~(•\I Factory ar Chorz6w, (Germany v. Poland), 1928 P.C.l.J., Series A, No. 17, at 47M48 (Sept. 13). 
370 Gabcikovo·Nagymaros Project (Hungary v. Slovakia), 19971.C.J. 7, 80 ~ 152 (Sept. 25). See also Genocide 

Convention (Bosnia v. Serbia)1 2007 l.C.J. ~460; Construction ofa iVall, Advisory Opinion, 20041.C.J.136, 
198; Democratic Republic of the Congo v. Uganda, 2005 LC.J. 168, 257. 
371 The MJV Saiga Case (Saint Vincent and the Grenadines v. Guinea), International Tribunal for the Law of the 
Sea, July 1, 1999, Para.170 <http:f/www.itlos.org/case_documents/2001/document_en_68.pdf> (15 January 
2011) 
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Factory at Chorz6w Case for the proposition that every wrong requires a 

remedy: 

"It is a well-established rule of international law that a 

State which suffers damage as a result of an 

internationally wrongful act by another State is entitled to 

obtain reparation for the damage suffered from the State 

which committed the wrongful act and that "reparation 

must, as far as possible, wipe out all the consequences of 

the illegal act and reestablish the situation which would, 

in all probability, have existed if that act had not been 

committed"372 

Pursuant to this framework, the Tribunal awarded 2,123,357 USD to Saint 

Vincent and the Grenadines for damages resulting from the detention of the 

Saiga, the damage to the vessel, and the injury to the crewmembers.
373 

In the Rainbow Warrior case, mediated by the U.N. Secretary-General in 1986, 

France paid New Zealand the sum of 7 million USD "for all the damage it has 

suffered" which also included the "moral damage" as well as compensation.
374 

France paid a further 2.3 million French francs to the widow, children, and 

parents of Fernando Pereira, who had perished, and 8.1 million USD to 

Greenpeace.375 

372 Factory at Chorz6w, (Germany v. Poland)_. 1928 P.C.l.J., Series A, No. 17. Page. 47 

Jn The M/V Saiga Case (Sai11t Vincent and the Grenadines v. Guinea), International Tribunal for the Law of the 

Sea, July 1, 1999, Para. 175 <http://www.itlos.org1case_documents/2001/document_en_68.pdf:> (15 January 

2011) 
374 Rainbow Warrior (New Zealand v. France) France~New Zealand Arbitration Tribunal. JO April 1990 

<http:/ /un treaty. un .orglcod/riaa/cases/vol_XX/215 ~ 284 .pdf :> 
375 Mark W. Janis & John E. Noyes, International Law 280 (3d ed. 2006) (citing Philip Shabecoff, France Must 
Pay Greenpeace $8 Million in Sir1king of Ship, N.Y. TIMES, Oct. 3, 1987, at A2). 
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These examples of State practice illustrate that it has become an accepted 

practice by the international community to provide compensation, and this 

obligation now extends even to civilian victims of military action, because such 

payments serve the goal of ensuring proportionality by forcing military forces tci 

internalize the real costs of failing to properly assess the impact of a military 

operation on civilians. Israel should, therefore, be required to pay compensation 

and issue a formal apology for those killed and wounded during the IDF's 

military operation against the Ma vi Marmara on 31 May 2010. 
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lll. CONCLUSIONS 

In light of the foregoing, the Commission has reached the following factual and 

legal conclusions: 

1. The international humanitarian aid convoy was a civilian initiative. Its 

aims were peaceful. It constituted no threat to Israel. 

2. All the Turkish ports used by the convoy possessed ISPS Certificates. All 

participants, ships and cargo departing from Turkish ports were subjected 

to the entire range of border and boarding checks, in a manner consistent 

with international standards. 

3. There were no firearms on board the ships. 

4. Prior to the convoy's departure, an understanding was reached among 

Turkish, Israeli and American officials that the convoy would eventually 

steer towards the Egyptian port of Al-Arish, when faced with compelling 

opposition. Events demonstrated that Israel did not abide by this 

understanding. 

5. No attempt was made by the Israeli forces to visit and search the vessels 

before taking any other action. 

6. Israeli forces severed the ships' communication capabilities. This put the 

vessels, passengers and crew at risk. 

7. The Israeli forces launched an attack against the convoy approximately 2 

hours after the last communication with the vessels. 

8. The attack took place in international waters, 72 nautical miles from the 

nearest shore. 

9. When the Israeli forces took control of the ship, nine passengers had been 

killed. Israel seriously breached the fundamental right of a human being, 

namely the "Right to Life" 
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10. Five of the deceased were shot in the head at close range. Furkan Dogan 

received 5 gunshots wounds, three of them in the head. After he fell down 

receiving the first bullet in his foot, two Israeli soldiers kicked and shot 

him in execution style. Cevdet Ktl19lar, a photographer, was killed by a 

single distant shot to the middle of the forehead. The nine dead passengers 

suffered a total of 30 bullet wounds. 

11. As a result of the attack over 50 had sustained wounds of varying gravity. 

One wounded passenger remains in coma. 

12.The attack was carried out by an overwhelming Israeli force comprising 

frigates, zodiacs, helicopters, submarines, and fully-equipped elite 

commando units. 

13.Prior to their attack, the Israeli forces did not proceed with standard 

warning practices, i.e. firing across the bow, to indicate an imminent use 

of force. 

14. Israeli forces initially tried to board the Mavi Marmara from zodiacs. At 

this stage, the Israeli forces fired the first shots. 

15. The nature and magnitude of the Israeli attack caused panic among the 

passengers who, in fear for their lives, reacted in self-defence. 

16.The Israeli military did not at any time pause to re-assess the situation 

with a view to consider the least violent options in face of the passengers' 

self-defence. 

17.The Israeli forces opened fire with live ammunition from the zodiacs and 

helicopters onto the passengers on deck, resulting in the first casualties. 

18. As soon as the attack started, the Captain changed the course of Mavi 

Marmara to a bearing of 270° heading West, in opposite direction of the 

Israeli coast. However, Israeli frigates approached from the starboard bow 

and closed in, forcing the convoy to turn to the direction of Israel. 
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19. Israeli soldiers fast-roped down to the Mavi Marmara from helicopters. 

Three were subdued by the passengers. They were taken to the lower 

decks where they were treated for their non-lethal injuries. 

20. Israeli soldiers shot indiscriminately, killing and wounding passengers, 

once on the upper deck. 

21. The shooting spree of the Israeli soldiers continued in spite of the white 

flags waved by the passengers and multilingual surrender announcements 

made over the ship's PA system. 

22.The Israeli forces attacked the other ships as well. Violence by Israeli 

soldiers occurred on all the ships of the convoy. 

23. The total number of wounded on the convoy exceeded 70 from a host of 

nationalities. 

24. On no occasion did the passengers use firearms against their Israeli 

assailants. 

25. Once the Israeli military assumed control of the entire convoy, the 

vessels were diverted to the Israeli port of Ashdod. 

26. Throughout the hours-long journey to Ashdod, the passengers aboard the 

Mavi Marmara, including the Captain, and some on the other ships were 

subjected to severe physical, verbal and psychological abuses. 

27. These abuses continued at Ashdod, during the transfer to 

prisons/hospitals, en route to the Ben Gurion Airport until the passengers 

boarded the airplanes for departure. 

28. Throughout the ordeal, passengers from virtually all the nationalities 

represented in the convoy were indiscriminately and brutally victimized 

by Israeli forces. 

29. Freedom of navigation on the high seas is a long-standing universally 

accepted rule of international law. 

30. The high seas are governed by the laws of peace time. 

31. The law of naval blockade applies only in international armed conflicts. 
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32. Israel does not recognize Palestine as a State. Israel has, therefore, 

consistently treated its conflict with Hamas as a non-international armed 

conflict. 

33. The international community and the UN continue to regard Israel as an 

occupying power of the Palestinian Territory, which includes the Gaza 

Strip. 

34. The "naval blockade" imposed by Israel off the Gaza Strip is unlawful 

under international Jaw and its enforcement is therefore unlawful. 

35. The "blockade" was also unlawful in its implementation and practice. 

36. The "blockade''s "open-ended" nature did not comply with mandatory 

notification requirements under customary international law, particularly 

those relating to duration and extent. 

37. The "blockade" was unlawful as it was not reasonable, proportional or 

necessary. 

38. The "blockade" was excessive m the damage it inflicted on the 

population of the Gaza Strip in comparison to the expected military 

advantage. 

39. The "blockade" was unlawful as it constituted collective punishment of 

the entire civilian population of the Gaza Strip. 

40. Israel's ultimate objective through its "blockade" has been to punish the 

people of the Gaza Strip for supporting Hamas. This is why Israel chose 

in 2007 to impose a "blockade" although there were other options, and to 

persistently maintain it even though it did not yield its purported military 

objectives. 

41. The international community has condemned the Israeli "blockade" of 

the Gaza Strip as a form of collective punishment. 

42. Under customary international law, vessels carrying humanitarian aid 

cannot be lawfully attacked. 
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43. As a consequence of its attack on 31 May 2010, Israel has violated inter 

alia the right to life, the right to liberty and security of the person, 

freedom from arbitrary arrest or detention, prohibition of torture and other 

cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment of the passengers. 

44. Israel is liable for compensating the damages and losses it caused. 

45. Israel's attack must be condemned as unlawful. Any other disposition 

would establish a dangerous precedential derogation from the paramount 

right of freedom of navigation on the high seas. 
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MAPS 

Map I: The position of the Ma vi Marmara in the moment of attack. 
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Map 2: Coordinates of Mavi Marmara during its journey from 28 May 2010, 18.34 TSi 

until the eud of Israeli attack on 31 May 2010, 05.51 TSi. 
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Map 3: Coordinates of Mavi Marmara and Gazze during their journey from 28 May 

2010, 18.34 TSi until 31 May 2010, 06.40 TSi. 

:;.;; 
!! 

-111 "''If 1-_ .. , '11 o.t 

~.~.· 
i~ ~~: 

···········-···-.. -.. -_.,...--.. ·-·--·-'·--···-·· .............. ..:"""""""'"'"'"' ·:\ 
\:, .. , 

Repnrt l'if'llu~ Turkish Comn1issio11 of l11quit)' J 20 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141703 Date: 12/12/2012 



StateDept03396

UNCLA::;::;ir11::u u.::;. LJepartment ot ::;tate case No. r-LU1U-U411:i:O uoc No. CUo1411:01 uate: 1;,11;,1;,u1;, 
RELEASED .. ifill 
FULL j 

Statement by Ambassador Eileen Donohoe on the Flotilla Incident 
for the Human Rights Council specia~ session, June 1, 2010 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

As we made clear yesterday at the Security Council, the United States govern me t 
is deeply disturbed by the recent violence and regrets the tragic loss of life and 
injuries suffered among those involved in the May 31 incident aboard the Gaza­
bound ships. We are working to ascertain the facts. We expect a credible and 
transparent investigation and strongly urge the Israeli government to investigat 
the incident fully, with Quartet support. We urge all parties to behave 
responsibly and uphold their international obligations. 

The United States remains deeply concerned by the suffering of civilians in Gaza, 
and the deterioration of the situation there, including the humanitarian and 
human rights situation. We continue to believe the situation is unsustainable an 
is not in the interests of any of those concerned. As we have pointed out when 
confronted by a similar situations in the past, mechanisms are in place for the 
transfer of humanitarian assistance to Gaza. We will continue to engage the 
Israelis on a daily basis to expand the scope and type of goods allowed into Gaza 
to address the full range of the population's humanitarian and recovery needs. 
Hamas' interference with international assistance shipments and the work of 
nongovernmental organizations complicates efforts in Gaza, and the Governme t 
of Israel has legitimate security concerns. 

Ultimately, this incident underscores the needs to move ahead quickly with 
negotiations that can lead to a comprehensive peace in the region. The only 
viable solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is an agreement, negotiated 
between the parties, that ends the occupation that began in 1967 and fulfills the 
aspirations of both parties for independent homelands through two states fort o 
peoples, Israel and an independent, contiguous, and viable state of Palestine, 
living side by side in peace and security. We call again on our international 
partners - both inside and outside this Council -to promote an atmosphere of 
cooperation between the parties and throughout the entire region. 

Thank you. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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The Grave Attacks by Israeli Forces Against the Humanitarian Boat Convoy 

Guided by the purposes and the principles of the United Nations Charter, as weJI as by the 
provisions of the Universal Declaration for Human Rights, 

Taking into consideration the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention for the protection 
of civilian persons in times of war of 12 August 1949, 

Emphasizing the importance of the safety and weJl-being of aJI civilians including 
humanitarian personnel, 

Expressing grave concern also at the deepening humanitarian crisis in Occupied Gaza, 

Emphasizing the need to ensure sustained and regular flow of goods and people into Occupied 
Gaza and welcoming the initiatives aimed at creating and opening humanitarian corridors and 
other mechanisms for the sustained delivery of humanitarian aid; 

1. Condemns in the strongest terms possible the outrageous attack by the Israeli forces against 
the humanitarian flotilla of ships which resulted in the killing and injuring of many innocent 
civilians from different countries; 

2. Deeply deplores the loss of life of innocent civilians and expresses its deepest sympathy 
and condolences to the victims and their families; 

3. Requests the ICRC to seek and provide information on the whereabouts status and 
condition of the detained and injured persons 

4. Demands the Occupying Power Israel to immediately release all detained men and material 
and facilitate their safe return to their homelands. 

5. Calls upon the Occupying power Israel to ensure the unimpeded provision of humanitarian 
assistance, including of food, fuel and medical treatment to the occupied Gaza strip; 

6. Welcomes the statements of the Secretary General UN and the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights condemning the Israeli attacks and caJls for the fuJI accountability and credible 
independent inquiries into these attacks. 

7. Decides to dispatch an independent international fact finding mission to investigate 
violations of international Jaw resulting from the Israeli attacks on the flotilla of ships 
carrying humanitarian assistance. 

8. Decides to remain seized of this matter. 
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Law, Rosemar C 

From: Pamper, Stephen E 
Sent: 
To: 

Monday, May 31, 2010 10:08 AM 
Jacobson, Linda !RELEASED IN FULLI 

Subject: Re: Humanitarian flotilla 

Hi--I've seen some traffic but am not up to speed on this. What needs to be done today? 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Jacobson, Linda 
To: McLeod, Mary (USUN); Pamper, Stephen E; Sullivan, David J; Donoghue, Joan E; Schw rtz, 
Jonathan B; Baumert, Kevin A; Perina, Alexandra H; Dolan, JoAnn; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Sent: Mon May 31 10:0S:3S 2010 
Subject: Re: Humanitarian flotilla 

Including others working on this. 

----- Original Message ----­
From: McLeod, Mary (USUN) 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Pamper, Stephen E; Sullivan, David J; Donoghue, Joan E; Schwartz, 
Jonathan B 
Sent: Mon May 31 09:57:46 2010 
Subject: Humanitarian flotilla 

All--Assume you all are working on this. 
aren't working. I am rushing back to NYC 
for 1. Anticipate much interest in legal 
in self-defense and that the flotilla was 

I know Todd and Harold are in Kampala and b s 
to try to make the SC meeting, currently sc eduled 
issues focused on Israeli claims they were cting 
violating international law. 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING 

DPB#86 

THURSDAY, JUNE 3, 2010 
(ON THE RECORD UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED/OFF CAMERA) 

12:35 p.m. EDT 

MR. CROWLEY: I 

Finally, clearly the subject of greatest interest, we can confirm that a U.S.-Turkish national- dual natiDnal was 
among those killed in the raid on the Free Gaza flotilla. Our mission in Turkey has been in contact wi h his 
family and is providing consular assistance. This morning, our consular officer met with the father an offered 
our heartfelt condolences to his family. His name is Furkan Dogan, D-o-g-a-n. 

QUESTION: Can you spell the first name, please? 

MR. CROWLEY: F-u-r-k-a-n. The last name is spelled -- anglicized D-o-g-a-n, pronounced Dogan And our 
Ambassador Jim Jeffrey will also be reaching out to the family soon. Clearly, we have obviously just learned 
about this. We are gathering information about what happened on the ship. We are also mindful that iur 
citizen, Emily Henochowicz, has sustained a serious injury. She was involved in a West Bank protest She is 
still in the hospital receiving proper treatment. We are aware that one additional American citizen hac some 
injuries on board one of the ships and we are looking out for him as well. 

We are in contact with the Israeli Government to obtain more information. We have made no decisio s at this 
point on specific actions the United States Government will take. But as we've already stated, we ex1 ect the 
Israeli Government to conduct a prompt, impartial, credible, and transparent investigation that conforms to 
international standards and gets to all the facts surrounding this tragic incident. 

We - as the Secretary has said, we are open to different ways of assuring a credible investigation, inc!Jding 
international participation, and we continue to talk about these ideas with the Israelis and others. Ani 
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meanwhile, we continue to evaluate how, together with the international community, we can expand t e amount 
of assistance to the people of Gaza, and that is something we are looking into with our international pa tners. 

QUESTION: What are the range of options that you can take related to this guy's death? 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, we take the health and welfare of American citizens anywhere in the world eriously. 
It's our fundamental responsibility as a government. We will carefully evaluate all the information th t we can 
gather about the circumstances of his death. And those facts will lead us wherever they lead to. 

QUESTION: Do you have any information --

QUESTION: (Inaudible). Does the fact that an American was killed in this affect or change what yo would 
like to see done in this case whether- regarding the investigation and how that's carried out or otherw se? 

MR. CROWLEY: I mean, we have taken this seriously from the moment that the - we understood t at this 
flotilla was being organized and that we understood both its ramifications for regional security and the fact that 
American citizens would be on board these vessels. We've had a number of conversations both with t e Israeli 
Government and with others. In the weeks leading up to this, we have been very conscious of the eve -present 
danger of miscalculation when these kinds of situations and confrontations take place. So we have ta n this 
seriously from the outset. 

That said, the fact that - and we've understood for a couple days that there were American citizens th had 
sustained injuries. But obviously, now that we understand that there has been the death of an America citizen, 
this will be something that we will evaluate carefully - we take seriously given it is one of our funda ental 
responsibilities as a government. 

QUESTION: Would you ask the Turks --

QUESTION: P.J. --

QUESTION: Would you ask the Turks --

QUESTION: Since 2005 - the Israelis say since 2005 there have - they have dealt with nine flotilla . This 
was the first time they had violence. Now, in the - with the United States, did you also raise issues ab ut 
previous flotillas? Was this one particularly flagged because you thought there were going to be Arne icans? 
What made you talk so seriously with the Israelis about this one flotilla? 

MR. CROWLEY: I think we had an understanding that this was larger than previous efforts to bring 
humanitarian assistance to the people of Gaza. So we - I think we understood that the - there was a g eater 
potential for a confrontation. 

QUESTION: But you also talked about the presence of Americans. I think you just mentioned that i 
passing. Was that something that the United States was aware of, that there were going to be Arneric ns? And 
if so, how did you know that? 

MR. CROWLEY: A fair- I don't know the answer to the second question. But I mean, we have a roader 
geopolitical interest in this issue and, obviously, we were conscious as we got closer to the launching f the 
flotilla that there would be American citizens involved as well. 

QUESTION: P.J., would you ask the U.S. Embassy in- or does the Embassy in Turkey- why woul n't they 
ask the Turks for the autopsy reports? I mean, the nine dead are all there, including the American. 
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MR. CROWLEY: Well, I mean, from the outset, we've had consular officials in Israel in contact wit Israeli 
authorities visiting hospitals. Our consular officials also visited the morgue, because we were looking to see -
ascertain, knowing that there were U.S. citizens on board these ships, if any American citizens were in ured or 
killed in this incident. So - and so we've been doing that from the outset. And we made contact with he 
family as soon as we learned today that one of those killed was a dual citizen. 

QUESTION: P.J. --

QUESTION: What do we know about the cause of death? 

MR. CROWLEY: Hmm? 

QUESTION: What do we know about the cause of death of the American citizen? 

MR. CROWLEY: The individual sustained- I mean, I- the injured - our American citizen sustaine gunshot 
wounds during this incident. 

QUESTION: To the head? 

QUESTION: To the head? Four shots to the head? 

MR. CROWLEY: 1--

QUESTION: He wasn't the one with the four to the head, was he? 

QUESTION: Well, that's the reports, P.J., that he was four to the head and one to the body. Can yo tell us 
what that tells you about the nature of the force that was used in --

MR. CROWLEY: I'm not -we are looking into this. We are in conversation with the Israelis to get more 
information. As we've said all along, we're going to let facts govern our response. As we have said any, 
many times, we're going to be very cautious and prudent in how we approach this. So I'm not going t 
prejudge. We are aggressively trying to understand precisely what happened on that ship. And once e have 
more information, then we'll take appropriate steps based on that information. 

QUESTION: Have you established as fact that this man sustained four bullet wounds to the head an one to 
the body? 

MR. CROWLEY: I'm - I've said all I'm going to say on that. 

QUESTION: Was his family all in Turkey? Even though he is an American citizen, were the contac s -
consular contacts with his family in Turkey? 

MR. CROWLEY: We had contact with his father today and he is a Turkish citizen. I can't make ab oad 
statement about the rest of the family. 

QUESTION: But the contacts so far have been in Turkey? 

MR. CROWLEY: In Turkey. 
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QUESTION: Did you at any point warn Turkish Government about the possible clash in the Mediter anean 
with this flotilla? 

MR. CROWLEY: Again, all I'll say is that we had multiple contacts through multiple channels with the 
Israeli Government in the weeks leading up to the flotilla. 

QUESTION: That was a question about the Turkish Government. 

QUESTION: The Turkish Government. 

MR. CROWLEY: Oh. 

QUESTION: Did you inform Turkish Government about the possible clash? 

MR. CROWLEY: I believe the answer is yes. I'm - I'll- yes. 

QUESTION: Can you just confirm the comments that you made on the record to the Post about urgi g caution 
and restraint? 

MR. CROWLEY: I think I just- I basically have said that already. (Laughter.) We had multiple co tacts 
with the Israeli Government in the weeks leading up to the flotilla. Understanding that civilians woul be on 
those ships, including American citizens, we urged caution and restraint. And in fact, in previous epis des, 
that's precisely what Israel has done. 

QUESTION: What about the flotilla that's on the way? The Rachel Corrie, I believe, is the name of the ship. 
What is - what do you understand about it? Do you understand any Americans to be on board? And hat 
contacts - what steps are you taking to try and prevent a repeat --

MR. CROWLEY: We are in contact with multiple governments about vessels that may still be maki g their 
way towards Gaza. 

QUESTION: Does that include the Irish? 

MR. CROWLEY: Yes. 

QUESTION: And what have you told the Irish? 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, I mean, everybody has the same concern given what happened earlier this eek. 
And as we have said all along, we are - everyone wants to avoid a repetition of this tragic incident. 

QUESTION: So is your advice to the Israelis the same now as it was apparently in the previous wee s to urge 
caution and restraint when responding to this one? 

MR. CROWLEY: Yes. 

QUESTION: It worked so well --

QUESTION: Are you prescribing any sort of other action since they didn't do that last time? 

MR. CROWLEY: Again, Kirit, it's a fair question, but to what- to some extent, it prejudges what e will all 
learn as we go through and ascertain more facts about precisely what happened. Clearly, there was a t agic 
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confrontation on the high seas, and we deeply regret what's happened. We're looking into the circum tances. 
We all want to find a way to provide greater support to the people of Gaza, meet Israel's legitimate se urity 
interest, and avoid further loss of civilian life. 

QUESTION: What I'm trying to understand is that given what's happened last time, how specific ar you 
being with your advice to the Israelis this time? 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, I mean, ultimately, governments are sovereign. Israel has very legitimates curity 
concerns. They have their own policies in dealing with those security concerns. As a friend of Israel, e are 
providing them our perspective on how to best do this. But ultimately, these are decisions made by th Israeli 
Government. Only they can determine what they feel is best for their own security. We understand t at. 

QUESTION: Given the importance of this and the ease of which you can see whether Dogan's got fi ur bullet 
wounds in the head, is it reasonable to assume the U.S. will be able to establish whether those reports re true or 
not in the next few hours? 

MR. CROWLEY: I'm not sure I understand the question. 

QUESTION: It seems to be important whether this person was shot four times in the head, which is ]early not 
a restrained way of dealing with anyone. Is-it's quite easy to establish whether someone's been shot four 
times in the head. 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, again, we expect Israel to conduct a credible, prompt, transparent investiga ion of 
what happened on that ship. And we ourselves, in talking to Israel, are trying lo gain greater informal on and 
perspective on what happened on the ship. And I'm not going to prejudge what information that is pr vided, 
what we learn ourselves, and what we do based on that information. 

QUESTION: Do you want it to be international? I mean, you suggested - you kind of hinted at it - at you 
wanted an international component to the investigation. 

MR. CROWLEY: Yeah, I mean, on the broader aspect, as we've said in the last couple of days, ther are 
many, many countries that had citizens involved in this flotilla. We obviously are one of them. Ever one wants 
to understand what happened on that ship. Everyone wants to make sure - do everything possible to t y to 
avoid this tragedy happening again. In trying to understand what happened on the ship, the investigat' on has to 
be credible. And we're open to a variety of ways of making that as credible as possible. Possible inte national 
involvement in the investigation is one way to accomplish that. 

QUESTION: The Israelis still haven't announced an investigation despite the U.S. (inaudible) and i the UN 
Security Council over recent days. Are you disappointed by that? (Inaudible.) 

MR. CROWLEY: I think we are confident that an investigation will take place. 

QUESTION: The Turks themselves have been one of the countries that has asked to head an interna ional 
investigation, while the Israelis, of course, are rejecting it. P.J., do you think the Israelis independentl can 
conduct - can alleviate international concerns over the incident by conducting their own investigation 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, I mean, can Israel, as a vibrant democracy, with strong institutions of gove nment, 
conduct a fair, credible, transparent investigation? The answer is yes. It is fully capable of doing that 
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QUESTION: P.J., the Secretary has said that the situation in Gaza is really unsustainable. What is th United 
States, looking forward, going to propose or what does the United States think should be the next step. lf it is, 
in the U.S. opinion, unsustainable, what should be done? And how are you --

MR. CROWLEY: That's a process that we already have underway to evaluate how we can, working with 
Israel and other countries, expand the amount of and type of international assistance. In various meeti gs that 
we've had with world leaders, this has come up on a regular basis. The Secretary has commented on i on a 
regular basis. We have particular concern about and interest in construction materials that not only ca help the. 
people of Gaza sustain life, but actually improve their life on the ground. 

We understand the security concerns that Israel has and we are going to be working with them, just as e have 
been pressing them for weeks and months to find a way to expand the amount of assistance that's pro ided on a 
regular basis to the people of Gaza. So we're going to redouble our efforts and see ifthere are other t ings that 
we can do and other things collectively the international community can do to increase that support w ile 
respecting and protecting Israel's legitimate security interests. 

QUESTION: Should we interpret --

QUESTION: So when the Secretary - I just want to make sure I understand. So when the Secretary alks 
about unsustainable, she's talking in a more direction fashion - supplies, what people get in the situati n in 
Gaza. She's not talking about a broader issue like what do you do with Gaza, should it remain part of Israel. 
mean, some people in Israel say just put up a wall and make it separate. 

MR. CROWLEY: I think what the Secretary is saying is that the current status quo is not sustainabl . We 
don't think it's in Israel's long-term security interest to maintain the status quo. And we will be work ng with 
Israel and seeing if we can, together with the international community, others who have direct interest in what 
happens in Gaza, find ways to increase the amount of assistance while also protecting Israel's security inter~st. 

QUESTION: Just to follow up on that, I want to make sure I understand this correctly. Should one i terpret --

MR. CROWLEY: I've got to go in a couple of minutes. 

STAFF: You're actually okay. 

MR. CROWLEY: All right. 

QUESTION: Should one interpret your comment that the current situation is not sustainable and tha you 
believe it's not in Israel's interest to maintain the status quo - should one interpret that to mean that y u indeed 
have concluded that the blockade of Gaza simply isn't a good policy and you need another one? I me n, 
finding a way to get more goods in could mean that the blockade stays established- you just get more stuff in 
there. So I want to make sure that we're- is the blockade a bad policy? 

MR. CROWLEY: It's a good question, Arshad. I -Ambassador Michael Oren had an interesting pi ce today 
in The New York Times. And he mentioned in it that Israel has been victimized by more than 10,000 r ckets 
that have been fired from Gaza into Israel, fired indiscriminately, and has threatened and killed Israeli citizens. 
Given that history and that reality, Israel has a very legitimate interest in being able to inspect and, to ome 
extent, control the flow of materials into Gaza to make sure that that doesn't include further rockets, issiles, 
arms that pose a real threat to Israeli citizens. Israel feels that the blockade is the most effective way f doing 
that. We understand that. 
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We also are very mindful of the humanitarian plight of the people of Gaza. And it is certainly possiblt that one 
can maintain the ability to control the flow of goods into Gaza so that Israel can be assured that the flow of 
goods does not include weapons that can threaten Israel directly, while expanding the amount of assistmce, 
particularly construction materials, so that together the international community can help improve the ives of 
the average citizen of Gaza. We're also conscious of the legitimate interests that Israel has and the un·ted 
States shares in isolating Barnas, which is a terrorist organization that has chosen not to join the peace process, 
has chosen not to recognize Israel, has chosen to fire rockets that jeopardize Israel's security, have chc sen not to 
respect international agreements with respect to the peace process. Barnas has a choice it could make fit 
wanted to play a more constructive role in the region. It has chosen not to do that. 

So it is quite a legitimate policy to find ways to improve the lives of the citizens of Gaza while isolati1 g Barnas 
and protecting Israel's security. We're going to look with Israel to find out if there are improvements hat can 
be made in the current practices so that more goods flow to the people of Gaza and fewer weapons. 

As to how we're going to do that, those are the kinds of conversations we expect to have with Israel a d with 
other interested countries in the coming days and weeks. 

QUESTION: One more thing on the Rachel Corrie -- the next flotilla coming. Do you have any 
understanding about Americans on board that ship or others that may be accompanying it? 
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MR. CROWLEY: I do not. 

QUESTION: P.J., has anyone from the Embassy seen this guy's body? 

MR. CROWLEY: Yes. 

QUESTION: Yes? And who was that in the Embassy? Was it a consular person or was it an FBI lia son or 
DS? 

MR. CROWLEY: I believe it's-I'll take that question, but I think it was - they were consular offic.als. 
Now, we went to the morgue in Israel, so as it turned out, we- the first time we saw his body it wast ere at the 
- at that time, we just did not know that he was a dual citizen. 

QUESTION: Well --

QUESTION: P.J. --

QUESTION: -- so if you've seen the body then at least twice, why are you not able to say what kind f 
wounds --

MR. CROWLEY: I'm not going to characterize --

QUESTION: Are those the first time or the only time? 

MR. CROWLEY: I know - as it turned out, we saw the - those who were killed on the ship in Israel. What 
we didn't know at the time was that it turned out one of them was a dual citizen. 

QUESTION: Right. And subsequently, have you seen him? 

MR. CROWLEY: Since he's been back in Turkey? I can't say. I don't think so. 

QUESTION: And where is that body now? 

MR. CROWLEY: I believe the family has the body and they are -he's being shipped to their home own for 
burial. 

QUESTION: Do you have any reason why --

QUESTION: (Inaudible.) 

QUESTION: (Inaudible) to ease the flow of goods necessarily require agreement from Hamas, and 
look like a kind of remote possibility now? 

MR. CROWLEY: I think we have ways of channeling goods through the Palestinian Authority, thro gh 
NGOs, and also with the assistance of Israel and Egypt. So there are ways of getting assistance. I me n, I think 
we have projects underway in Gaza and we're going to evaluate if we - if there's more that we can do 

QUESTION: Given the nature of these wounds could determine whether this person was killed in se f-defense 
or (inaudible) execution? 
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MR. CROWLEY: Again, we're trying to --

QUESTION: Is there some reason.why you --

MR. CROWLEY: Again, I'm - we're -we will look into the circumstances of the death of an Amer can 
citizen, as we would do anywhere in the world at all times. Let us try to determine as best we can wha 
happened, and then once we have information, we'll evaluate what an appropriate course of action is. 

QUESTION: Who from the American side is doing that? Who is doing the investigation on the U.S. side? 

MR. CROWLEY: Right now, we're trying to ascertain facts. And then we have officials at a variet• of levels· . 
here and in Israel are in contact with Israeli officials. We're finding out more information. We've ha< officials 
who have talked to the family. 

QUESTION: ls the FBI involved? 

MR. CROWLEY: At this point, no. 

QUESTION: Have they done an autopsy? 

MR. CROWLEY: I can't say. I don't- I don't know what the Israelis did before they released the bodies 
back to Turkey. 

~----------------- , .. ---·--··----------------------

QUESTION: P.J., you said at this point now, the FBI is not involved. Under what circumstances we uld they 
get involved? 

MR. CROWLEY: Well, again, let's let- we're gathering facts about this case where a dual citizen as died 
during this incident. And based on those facts, we'll evaluate whether any further investigation is nec~ssary. 

QUESTION: P.J., can I ask--
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QUESTION: By who? By you, you mean? I mean, (inaudible) specifically said the FBI, and you sa·d at this 
point no, suggesting that at some point they could be involved. And I'm wondering what it is that wot Id trigger 
them --

MR. CROWLEY: Well, I mean, as to that judgment, you're welcome to talk to the FBI. But any time an 
American is killed overseas, we have the option of evaluating the circumstances and if we think a crirr e has 
been committed, then working with the host government we have the option of our own investigation. Let's not 
jump to any conclusions at this point. We're evaluating the facts as we can best ascertain them. And oased on 
that evaluation of the information that's available, we have a variety of options that are available to us. 

QUESTION: P.J., can I ask about the Secretary Clinton and Foreign Minister Davutoglu's meeting? Did at 
any point Turks give an ultimatum to the U.S. side about the freeing of the activists? 

MR. CROWLEY: About the? 

QUESTION: Freeing of the activists from the flotilla. Freeing of the --

MR. CROWLEY: As we've said, during the course of the meeting, Foreign Minister Davutoglu exp essed the 
importance that Turkey attached to a return of its citizens, including those killed and injured. We und rstood 
fully that - that concern. We conveyed that concern on Turkey's behalf to Israel, and Israel respondec. 

QUESTION: But what was the tone ofDavutoglu? Was it an ultimatum? Was it friendly atmosphe1e? How 
was the interaction? 

MR. CROWLEY: I mean, it just was --

QUESTION: (Inaudible.) 

MR. CROWLEY: This was a conversation among allies and friends. The foreign minister expresse1 very 
forcefully the importance that Turkey attached to resolving this quickly. He asked that we convey tha to 
Israel. We did so. And we're gratified that Israel responded rapidly to those Turkish concerns. 

QUESTION: Do you have an age and place of birth of the dual citizen? 

MR. CROWLEY: He was born in New York. 

QUESTION: New York City? 

MR. CROWLEY: New York state. My understanding is he was 19 years old. 

QUESTION: And where was he living? To your knowledge, was he living in Turkey? 

MR. CROWLEY: Yes. I think he - he was born in Troy, New York. 

QUESTION: Can we change the topic? 
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QUESTION: I was just thinking it's time we got out of here. 
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NR 

QUESTION: Has the Secretary spoken to anybody - back on the Israeli issue - any senior Israeli offi :ials in 

the last 24 or 36 hours? 

MR. CROWLEY: Not to my knowledge. 

NR 
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NR 

(The briefing was concluded at 2:18 p.m.) 

### 
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!RELEASED IN FULL! 

Law, Rosemar C 

From: Sayles, Ambrose G 
Sent: Monday, May31, 2010 12:41 PM 
To: Goldberger, Thomas H; Hale, David M; Rudman, Mara; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Jae bson, 

Linda; Holmstrom, Todd C; Rainey, Michael A; Vasquez, Edgar J; Pelton, Erin; Ber ier-Toth, 
Michelle; Wills, Regina M; Lieberman, Jessica D (DAL); Katsoulos, Athena; Waller, Robert P; 
Fuchs, Michael H; Rand, Dafna H; Rana, Gautam A; Harutunian, Ruben; Reynolds Arlissa M; 
Knopf, Payton L; Prince, Jonathan M 

Subject: RE: press guidance?> 

This is in conjunction with the press statement. The statement will still be released and this press guidance wi I be used 
to field question. It is drawn heavily from the statement with a few additional points that are better suited fo press 

guidance than the statement. 

·-- ·-. -·-------·--- ·------
From: Goldberger, Thomas H 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 12:40 PM 
To: Sayles, Ambrose G; Hale, David M; Rudman, Mara; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Jacobson, Linda; Holmstrom, T dd C; 
Rainey, Michael A; Vasquez, Edgar J; Pelton, Erin; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Wills, Regina M; Lieberman, Jessica (DRL); 
Katsoulos, Athena; Waller, Robert P; Fuchs, Michael H; Rand, Daina H; Rana, Gautam A; Harutunian, Ruben; eynolds, 
Arlissa M; Knopf, Payton L; Prince, Jonathan M 
Subject: RE: press guidance?> 

Is this to replace draft press statement that was circulated earlier? 

From: Sayles, Ambrose G 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 12:39 PM 
To: Hale, David M; Rudman, Mara; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Jacobson, Linda; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstro 
Rainey, Michael A; Vasquez, Edgar J; Pelton, Erin; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Wills, Regina M; Lieberman, Jessica 
Katsoulos, Athena; Waller, Robert P; Fuchs, Michael H; Rand, Daina H; Rana, Gautam A; Harutunian, Ruben; 
Arlissa M; Knopf, Payton L; Prince, Jonathan M 
Subject: 
Importance: High 

Hi Everyone -

, Todd C; 
(DRL); 

eynolds, 

Please clear the attached press guidance on the raid on the Free Gaza flotilla. Please note that your clearance s 
appreciated ASAP. We will need to move this guidance to PA soonest so that it can be used by all that need it. 

Thank you, 
Ambrose !REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ 
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Law, Rosemar C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Importance: 

Hi Everyone -

!RELEASED IN FULLI 

Sayles, Ambrose G 
Friday, June 04, 201011:25 AM 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Vasquez, Edgar J; Ratney, Michael A; elton, 
Erin; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; CAPRESSREQUESTS; EUR-Press; Jacobson, Linda; olan, 
JoAnn; Wills, Regina M; DRL Public Affairs; Lieberman, Jessica D (DRL); Catalano, Elisa; 
Rand, Dafna H; Rana, Gautam A; Reynolds, Arlissa M; Harutunian, Ruben; Sievers, Marc J; 
Cooper, Kurtis A; 'Vietor, Tommy'; Hensman, Chris D; 'Chang, Benjamin'; Prince, Jo athan M; 
Sachar, Alon (NENIPA); Knopf, Payton L; Reisser, Wesley J 
FOR IMMEDIATE CLEARANCE: Israel/Palestinians: UPDATE Free Gaza Flotilla 

High 

Please clear the attached press guidance updating the Free Gaza flotilla guidance ASAP. Please note that this p cks up 
from yesterday, and include press guidance to cover situations primarily from yesterday and today into the we kend re: 
the ships currently headed toward Gaza, etc. Your prompt clearance is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you, 
Ambrose 

060410-Israel-Pales 
tinians - U ... 

Ambrose Sayles I Press Officer I Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs ! U.S. Department of State 

2201 C St, NW Rm 2234, Washington, DC 20520 I 'ii': 202.647.4184 I L2;J: saylesag@state.gov 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 

l 
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Law, Rosemar C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Hi Colleagues -

!RELEASED IN FULLI 

Sayles, Ambrose G 
Monday, May 31, 201 O 11 :14 AM 
Schwartz, Jonathan B; Jacobson, Linda; Wills, Regina M 
FOR IMMEDIATE CLEARANCE: Gaza Flotilla STATE DEPARTMENT statement 
053110 - Statement - Gaza Flotilla.docx 

Please clear the attached statement on the Gaza Flotilla. Please also refer to the clearance list thus far. This is eparate 
from a Quartet statement that is currently being drafted. 

Thank you, 
Ambrose 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior RevieWfil] 
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Law, Rosemar C !RELEASED IN PART BSI 

From: Newman, David S (L-CA) 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 11 :03 AM 
To: 
Subject: 

Schwartz, Jonathan B; Jacobson, Linda; Gutherie, Peter A; Dolan, JoAnn; Joyce, A ne 
Gaza Flotilla I Turkish Report 

Attachments: Turkish Report Final -.pdf 

AttachmentsClassilication: 

Classification: 
SensitivltyCode: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 

If you haven't received it through other channels, you may be interested in this final report by the Turkish Nati nal 
Commission on Inquiry on the Gaza flotilla. It was released on Friday. David 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

·~--·-----

From: Bally, Jess L 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 9:36 AM 
To: EUR-SE-TU-DL 
subject: Fw: Flotilla I Turkish Report 

From: Germain, Ellen J (USUN) 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2011 08:55 AM 
To: Baily, Jess L 
Subject: Fw: Flotilla I Turkish Report 

Sent from my Blackberry 

From: Masilko, Barbara J (USUN) 
Sent: Saturday, February 12, 2011 11:50 PM 
To: Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Ried, Curtis R (USUN) 
Cc: Bass, Warren 
Subject: FW: Flotilla/ Turkish Report 

I'll have a read thru tomorrow on the plane and summarize in a memo. Cc to Warren in case Washington has ot seen 

Barbara Masilko 
Political AdFiser 

[REVIEW AUTHORIT'(:_ Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revi ....... ~ 

U.S. Mission to the United Nations 
Office 212-415-4190 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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From: 86 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2011 4:07 PM 
To: 
Sub~je-ct~: ~Fl~o~ti~lla-/~T~urkish Report 

Dear Friends, 

For ease of reference, the report on the Israeli attack on the Humanitarian Aid Convoy to Gaza on 31 May 201 O hat was 
released today by the Turkish National Commission of Inquiry is attached. 

Have a great weekend! 

c 
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law, Rosemar C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

v/r Greg 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 

O'Brien, Gregory J (OES) 
Thursday, June 10, 2010 11:13 AM 

~ELEASED IN PART~ 

Baumert, Kevin A; Morrison, Andrew L; Johnson, Thomas A; Anderson, Gerald C; ook, 
Nerissa J; Frelich, Karlene H; Huskey, James L; Connor, Julie G; Jacobson, Linda; olan, 
JoAnn 

I :,@uscg.mil' 
RE: IMO Council--Draft Press release on Israel-Turkey Incident 

Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 10:39 AM 
To: O'Brien, Gregory J (OES); Morrison, Andrew L; Johnson, Thomas A; Anderson, Gerald C; Cook, Nerissa J; F elich, 

86 

85 

Karlene H: Huskey~mes L; Connor, Julie G; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn 
86 cd _ji!IUSCg.mil' 

Subject: RE: IMO Council--Draft Press release on Israel-Turkey Incident 

Adding in L/AN here 85 

Thanks, 
Kevin 
L/OES 

. --·- --·-------··----···-·--------------··------------·-----·------··-··-·-·---·· 
From: O'Brien, Gregory J (OES) 
Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 9:22 AM 
To: Morrison, Andrew L; Johnson, Thomas A; Anderson, Gerald C; Cook, Nerissa J; Frelich, Karlene H; Baumert, Kevin A; 
Huskev. James L; Connor, Julie G 
cc[ f'Qiuscg.mil' 
Subject: RE: IMO Council--Draft Press release on Israel-Turkey Incident 

Tom, 

~----------;======-=-=-c---:=-~.:.:.:.:~---_-_ ··-~-.:-~~-~-=-.:.:.:.:.:.:~-----------------

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharo~ Ahrrlad, Senior I I 
Reviewer . 
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I 

v/r Greg 

- ----------------------- ----------------!--·-- -
From: Morrison, Andrew L 
Sent: Wednesday, June 09, 2010 8:42 PM 
To: Johnson, Thomas A; Anderson, Gerald C; Cook, Nerissa J; Frelich, Karlene H; O'Brien, Gregory J (OES); Bai mert, 
Kevin A; Huskey, James L; Connor, Julie G 
Cc:I i§luscg.mil' 
Subject: RE: IMO Council--Draft Press release on Israel-Turkey Incident 

Thanks, Tom\ 

-----------------------' 
[Andy 

~--------____; 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED . 

. . -------·------.. ·------------·--·-·----------!-·---
From: Johnson, Thomas A 
Sent: Wednesday, June 09, 2010 8:23 PM 

B5 

B6 

B5 

To: Anderson, Gerald C; Cook, Nerissa J; Morrison, Andrew L; Frelich, Karlene H; O'Brien, Gregory J (OES); Bai mert,. 
Kevin A· Hu_sk~y~es L; Connor, Julie G 
~~ -~~-mW ~ 
Su~Jl'IU council--Draft Press release on Israel-Turkey Incident 

B5 
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Law, Rosemarv C 
!RELEASED IN PART BS] 

From: Perina, Alexandra H 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 6:38 PM 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Daley, John D; Joyce, I nne; 

Gorove, Katherine M; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Banos, Marian DH; 

Newman, David S (L-CA) 
subject: RE: flotilla incident·- Comoros-flagged vessel? 

85 

---------

- ·-
From: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 6:32 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Daley, John D; Joyce, Anne; Gorove, Katherine M; Kim, John J (Kimm) Johnson, 
Karen K 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H Newman, 
David S (L-CA) 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

-- --- ·-- -----!---------
From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 5:48 PM 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Daley, John D; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Joyce, Anne; Gorove, Katherine M; Kim, John J (Kir nm); 
Johnson, Karen K 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H Newman, 
David S (L-CA) 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

Thanks, 
Kevin ]REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, senior Reviewer] 

~-- ~-- - ------~----

From: Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 5:05 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Daley, John D; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Joyce, Anne; Gorove, Katherine M; Kim, John J (I imm); 
Johnson, Karen K 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN}; Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H Newman, 
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David S (L-CA) 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

I BS 
-·· -- .... -- ·----·--------------------------------·-!----
from: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 5:03 PM 
To: Daley, John D; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Joyce, Anne; Gorove, Katherine M; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Kc ren K; 
Jacobson, Linda 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H Newman, 
David S (L-CA) 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

--------------------·---------

Thanks, 
Kevin 
Article 94 
Duties of the flag State 

... 
7. Each State shall cause an inquiry to be held by or before a suitably qualified person or persons into every marine casualt or 
incident of navigation on the high seas involving a ship flying its flag and causing loss of life or serious injury to nationals f another 
State or serious damage to ships or installations of another State or to the marine environment. The flag State and the other State shall 
cooperate in the conduct of any inquiry held by that other State into any such marine casualty or incident of navigation . 

.. ··-···------------·-----------------------------· 
From: Daley, John D 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 4:30 PM 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Joyce, Anne; Gorove, Katherine M; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson Linda 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H; Newman, 
David S (L-CA); Baumert, Kevin A 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

Looping Kevin in as well. 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141710 Date: 12/12/2012 



StateDept03423

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department ot State case NO. r-;<U1U-U411::i0 uoc NO. CU!J141110 uate: 1Ll1LILU1L 

I ,--------- ... ~--- -
85 

- ----- --·------ - ---~--·--- - --- ----- ·- - -
From: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 4:12 PM 
To: Oaley, John D; Joyce, Anne; Gorove, Katherine M; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H Newman, 
David S (L-CA) 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

c 
- ---·· ·------·········-- ---·-.---•---- -----· --·~------··--·----·-···- ··--- --

From: Daley, John D 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 4:09 PM 
To: Joyce, Anne; Gorove, Katherine M; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobso ~' Linda 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H Newman, 
David S (L-CA) 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

Spoke to Baumert - he had EB check the database and it is indeed a Comoros-flagged vessel. 

-··- --
From: Joyce, Anne 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 4:07 PM 
To: Gorove, Katherine M; Daley, John D; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacob! on, Linda 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H Newman, 
David S (L-CA) 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

- ·-
From: Gorove, Katherine M 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 4:02 PM 
To: Daley, John D; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda; Joyce, Anne 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

-- ---·-- ·-· - -- --
From: Daley, John D 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 3:51 PM 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda; Joyce, Anne 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Gorove, Katherin< M; Banos, 
Mariano H 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 
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- ----------,-··----------------·--------· ----- ·- --
From: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 3:43 PM 
To: Daley, John D; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda; Joyce, Anne 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Gorove, Katherine M; Banos, 
Mariano H 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

jon 

. -- - -----·-- ··-·-------·------ --------------- -------···-------·---·-·--·-· --- --· --·- -
From: Daley, John D 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 3:31 PM 
To: Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda; Joyce, Anne 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Perina, Alexandra H 
Subject: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

John/Karen -

The press is reporting today that lawyers for the families of those killed by Israeli forces in connection with the Flotilla 
incident this spring have sent a letter to the ICC Prosecutor urging him to take action. Evidently their jurisdicti nal 
theory is based on an allegation that the ship, although Turkish operated, was flying the Comoros flag and aan rently 
"''" •

0
•;

0 • 0 r0
" there. Whne nPithPr Turkev or Israel are Rome Statute oarties Comoros is-I I 

Linda/Anne: do you know if there is any truth to the allegation that the ship was registered in Comoros? I I 

Thanks. 

jREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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Law, Rosemary C !RELEASED IN PART BSI 

From: Perina, Alexandra H 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 4:11 PM 
To: Daley, John D; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jaco pson, 

Linda; Joyce, Anne 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Gorove, Kather ne M; 

Banos, Mariano H 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident ·- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

85 

--~------ . ··-- -----·--
From: Daley, John D 
sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 3:51 PM 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda; Joyce, Anne 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Gorove, Katherine M; Banos, 
Mariano H 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

From: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 3:43 PM 
To: Daley, John D; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda; Joyce, Anne 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Gorove, Katherine M; Banos, 
Mariano H 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

jon 

··-- ' ~ -----~,--. - -----
From: Daley, John D 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 3:31 PM 
To: Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda; Joyce, Anne 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Perina, Alexandr H 
Subject: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

John/Karen -

The press is reporting today that lawyers for the families of those killed by Israeli forces in connection with the Flotilla 
incident this spring have sent a letter to the ICC Prosecutor urging him to take action. Evidently their jurisdicti nal 
theory is based on an allegation that the ship, although Turkish operated, was flying the Comoros flag and app arently 
was registered there. While neither Turkey or Israel are Rome Statute parties, Comoros is 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewej 
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I 
~------------·-------------·--···--------~---~ 

BS 

Linda/Anne: do you know if there is any truth to the allegation that the ship was registered in Comoros? I 

. "" -··· ----------· 

Thanks. 
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Law, Rosemarv C 
[RELEASED IN PART BS,BGI 

From: Perina, Alexandra H 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 5:09 PM 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Aswad, Evelyn M; Pomper, Stephen E; Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, 

Linda; Banos, Mariano H; Martin, Julie B; Harris, Robert K 
Cc: 'Stephen & Betsy Pomper/Andersen' 
Subject: RE: URGENT -- Clearance needed Monday afternoon 

Thanks-I--

/' __________ _ 

from: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 5:04 PM 
To: Aswad, Evelyn M; Perina, Alexandra H; Pamper, Stephen E; Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda; Banos, Mariani H; 
Martin, Julie B; Harris, Robert K 
Subject: RE: URGENT -- Clearance needed Monday afternoon 

Evelyn-r I 
c::----~·~-~--------------~1---~----~------~f--·-
from: Aswad, Evelyn M 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 5:01 PM 
To: Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E; Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda; Banos, Mi riano H; 
Martin, Julie B; Harris, Robert K 
Subject: RE: URGENT -- Clearance needed Monday afternoon 

USUN PRESS RELEASE #109 
AS DELIVERED 

May 31, 2010 

Remarks by Ambassador Alejandro Wolff, Deputy Permanent U.S. Representative to the United Na ions, at 
an Emergency Session of the Security Council, May 31, 2010 

Thank you, Mr. President and thank you, Assistant Secretary-General Fernandez-Taranco. 

The United States is deeply disturbed by the recent violence and regrets the tragic loss oflife and inju ies 
suffered among those involved in the incident last night aboard the Gaza-bound ships. We are workin to 
ascertain the facts. We expect a credible and transparent investigation and strongly urge the Israeli go ernment 
to investigate the incident fully. 

As I stated in the Chamber in December 2008, when we were confronted by a similar situation, mech nisms 
exist for the transfer of humanitarian assistance to Gaza by member states and groups that want to do o. These 
non-provocative and non-confrontational mechanisms should be the ones used for the benefit of all th se in 
Gaza. Direct delivery by sea is neither appropriate nor responsible, and certainly not effective, under t e 
circumstances. 

REI/JEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer 
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The United States remains deeply concerned by the suffering of civilians in Gaza, and the deterioratio of the 
situation there, including the humanitarian and human rights situation. We continue to believe the situation is 
unsustainable and is not in the interests of any of those concerned. We will continue to engage the Isr· elis on a 
daily basis to expand the scope and type of goods allowed into Gaza to address the full range of the po:mlation's 
humanitarian and recovery needs. I-lamas' interference with international assistance shipments and tht work of 
nongovernmental organizations complicates efforts in Gaza. Its continued arms smuggling and comm tment to 
terrorism undermines security and prosperity for Palestinians and Israelis alike. 

We will continue to work closely with the Government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority, along v ith 
international NGOs and the UN, to provide adequate access for humanitarian goods, including reconstruction 
materials, through the border crossings, while bearing in mind the Goverrunent of Israel's legitimate s1 curity 
concerns. 

Ultimately, this incident underscores the need to move ahead quickly with negotiations that can lead ti a 
comprehensive peace in the region. The only viable solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is an a1 eement, 
negotiated between the parties, that ends the occupation that began in 1967 and fulfills the aspirations Jf both 
parties for independent homelands through two states for two peoples, Israel and an independent, cont guous, 
and viable state of Palestine, living side by side in peace and security. We call again on our internatio al 
partners - both inside and outside this Council - to promote an atmosphere of cooperation between th1 parties 
and throughout the entire region. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

......... ··----------------------------·---·--------.--- -----
From: Perina, Alexandra H 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 3:44 PM 
To: Legal-HRR·DL; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pomper, Stephen E; Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda 
Subject: FW: URGENT -- Clearance needed Monday afternoon 

·--:~-:-~~--::::---:---:--:--;::=======:-----·------------
From: Joseph Cassidy [mailto:jpcassidy! ~ 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 4:37 PM 

----r--~--

To: Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; 
Ostermeier, Amy A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Pa.yton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thoma H; 
Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Bass, Warren; scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov; Perina, Alexandra H; Sch> artz, 
Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Nossel, Suzanne F; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; 
jpcassidYL.. I; DRL-MLGA-DL 
Subject: URGENT -- Clearance needed Monday afternoon 

I ask that you review and clear this statement, which will be delivered tomorrow morning by Am assador 
Donohoe at a special event within this UN Human Rights Council session, as soon as possible. It is drawn 
directly from Amb. Wolff's statement at the_UN?C today -- \ 

Thanks, Joe 
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(begin text) 

Statement by Ambassador Eileen Donohoe on the Flotilla Incident 
for the Human Rights Council special session, June 1, 2010 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

Thank you. 

9 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141716 Date: 12/12/2012 

BS 



StateDept03430

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department at ~late case No. r-:W1U-U41o:l uoc NO. GU:J141 ILL uate: 1L/1L/LU1L 

law, Rosemar C 
!RELEASED IN PART B""5j 

From: Perina, Alexandra H 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 12:11 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Dolan, JoAnn; Pamper, Stephen E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Donog ue, 

Joan E; Jacobson, Linda; McLeod, Mary (USUN); Sullivan, David J; Heinemann, Tho as B; 
Aswad, Evelyn M 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Harris, Robert K; Guarin, Marc F 
RE: Humanitarian flotilla 

I just spoke to Steve. looping in also Marc G who advised on the blockade/navy angle last week. 

----------------------------------------· 
From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 12:09 PM 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Pamper, Stephen E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Donoghue, Joan E; Jacobson, Linda; McLeod, Ma 
(USUN); Sullivan, David J; Perina, Alexandra H; Heinemann, Thomas B; Aswad, Evelyn M 
Cc: Harris, Robert K 
Subject: Re: Humanitarian flotilla 

My phone is 202-341-207 4 

From: Dolan, JoAnn 
To: Pamper, Stephen E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Donoghue, Joan E; Jacobson, Linda; McLeod, Mary (USUN); Sull van, 
David J; Baumert, Kevin A; Perina, Alexandra H; Heinemann, Thomas B; Aswad, Evelyn M 
Cc: Harris, Robert K 
Sent: Mon May 3111:45:13 2010 
Subject: RE: Humanitarian flotilla 

Thanks, Steve. I have been unable to reach Alexandra or Kevin by phone. I have left phon 
messages for both but will try them through op center next. I will go through emails nd 
circulate what I have for benefit of addressees. Conference call may be the way to go. Including 
Evelyn as she is following HRC angle. 

-----Original Message----­
From: Pamper, Stephen E 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 11:40 AM 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Donoghue, Joan E; Jacobson, Linda; Mcleod, Mary {USUN); Sullivan, 
David J; Baumert, Kevin A; Perina, Alexandra H; Dolan, JoAnn; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Cc: Harris, Robert K 
Subject: Re: Humanitarian flotilla 

Joann just reached me. I haven't tracked this beyond this mornong's traffic and the f 
page of the nyt but can help coordinate this afternoon. If someone could send me any 
done in the run up last week that would be very helpful. Would it be useful to set up 
so that those folks who have been working the issue can pool info re knowledge/work d 
date/etc? 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Schwartz, Jonathan B 

ant 
nalysis 
a call 
ne to 

To: Donoghue, Joan E; Jacobson, Linda; Mcleod, Mary (USUN); Pamper, Stephen E; Sulliv n, 
David J; Baumert, Kevin A; Perina, Alexandra H; Dolan, JoAnn; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Cc: Harris, Robert K; Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Mon May 31 11:29:10 2010 
Subject: Re: Humanitarian flotilla 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: _Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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Embassy Tel Aviv has been sending in transcripts of Israeli briefings; JoAnn can forwa d to 
anyone who doesn't have. Essentially, Israeli boarding party says it was attacked wit 
lethal force so they responded in kind. They claim to have found evidence on board of a lan 
to resist with force, unlike the prior flotillas. \ 

Jon 

Original Message ----­
From: Donoghue, Joan E 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Mcleod, Mary (USUN); Pamper, Stephen E; Sullivan, David J; Schwar z, 
Jonathan B; Baumert, Kevin A; Perina, Alexandra H; Dolan, JoAnn; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Sent: Mon May 31 11:21:26 2010 
Subject: Re: Humanitarian flotilla 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Jacobson, Linda 
To: Mcleod, Mary (USUN); Pamper, Stephen E; Sullivan, David J; Donoghue, Joan E; Schwartz, 
Jonathan B; Baumert, Kevin A; Perina, Alexandra H; Dolan, JoAnn; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Sent: Mon May 31 10:05:3S 2010 
Subject: Re: Humanitarian flotilla 

Including others working on this. 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Mcleod, Mary (USUN) 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Pamper, Stephen E; Sullivan, David J; Donoghue, Joan E; Schwartz, 
Jonathan B 
Sent: Mon May 31 09:57:46 2010 
Subject: Humanitarian flotilla 

All--Assume you all are working on this. 
aren't working. I am rushing back to NYC 
for 1. Anticipate much interest in legal 
in self-defense and that the flotilla was 

I know Todd and Harold are in Kampala and b s 
to try to make the SC meeting, currently sc eduled 
issues focused on Israeli claims they were cting 
violating international law. 

17 
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law, Rosemar C 

From: 
Sent: 

Perina, Alexandra H 

RELEASED IN PART 
B5,B6 

Tuesday, June 01, 2010 10:54 AM 
To: Aswad, Evelyn M; Donoghue, Joan E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Dolan, JoAnn; Jacob on, Linda; 

Pamper, Stephen E 
Cc: Banos, Mariano H; Martin, Julie B; Harris, Robert K 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

RE: Use this version. Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 1 O AM EST 
RE: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote • clearance by 10 AM EST 

Attaching comments from USUN/W and NSC, to make sure we're all on the same page. 

Cl 
From: Aswad, Evelyn M 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 9:49 AM 
To: Aswad, Evelyn M; Donoghue, Joan E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda; Pamper, Step en E; 
Perina, Alexandra H 
Cc: Banos, Mariano H; Martin, Julie B; Harris, fl,obert K 
Subject: RE: Use this version. Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 

We just heard from Mission Geneva that the vote will no longer happen today, but rather tomorrow morning. Any L 
·comments by NOON today would be greatly appreciated. EA 

-- ----·-------------· -----------------------!---
From: Aswad, Evelyn M 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 9:42 AM 
To: Donoghue, Joan E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda; Pamper, Stephen E; Perina, Ale andra H 
Cc: Banos, Mariano H; Martin, Julie B; Harris, Robert K 
Subject: FW: Use this version. Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 
Importance: High 

Can folks please send to Mariano and me your comments on thi n the next 30 minutes? 

~----_______ __,/Thanks, EA 

From: Ostermeier, Amy A 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 8:56 AM 
To: Ostermeier, Amy A; Bass, Warren; Nessel, Suzanne F; 'jpcassidy[: ; Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, 
Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Kn pf, 

86 Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; 'scott_w._busby@nss. p.gov'; 
Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eiieen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; 
Griffiths, Douglas M; 'dshapiro@nsc.eop.gov'; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nsc.eop.gov'; Wolff, Alex D {USUN); Germain, lien J 
(USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, Ger Id C; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; !0-HR-DL 
Subject: Use this version. Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 
Importance: High 

Apologies. THIS version includes NSC edits. 

Thanks, 
[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 

Amy 

I 
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Amy A. Ostermeier, Deputy Director 
Bureau of International Organization Affairs 

Office of Human Rights (10/HR) 

(ph) 202-647-3901 
(fx) 202-647·4628 
ostermeieraa@state.gov 

-··-·--- ~---

From: Ostermeier, Amy A 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 8:49 AM 
To: Bass, Warren; Nossel, Suzanne F; 'jpcassid~ ___J Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; 
Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, catherine; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Leg ~1-HRR-DL; 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; 'scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov'; Perina, Alexand a H; 86 
Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pomper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, )ouglas M; 
'dshapiro@nsc.eop.gov'; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nsc.eop.gov'; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Sche lbauer, 
AmyW 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, Ger Id C; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; 10-HR-DL 
Subject: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 
Importance: High 

I 85 

I , 
We'd appreciate clearance/comments from others on the draft/ 85 

I 

85 

We expect to have news from Geneva this morning, should the situation change, we'll be in touch as soon as" ossible 1 · --- 11 85 

Many thanks, 

Amy 

Amy A. Ostermeier, Deputy Director 
Bureau of International Organization Affairs 

Office of Human Rights {10/HR} 
(phi 202-647·3901 
(fx) 202-64 7.452s 
ostermeieraa@state.gov 
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- -- -- - --------·-·----·---------------·--------------· - -- .. --- -
From: Bass, Warren 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 7:38 AM 
To: Nessel, Suzanne F; 'jpcassidy'[-__ - __ ---,1; Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejc hn, J.R.; 
Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Legal­
HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; 'scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov'; Perina 
Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melani1 J; 
Griffiths, Douglas M; 'dshapiro@nsc.eop.gov'; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nsc.eop.gov'; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Germain, Ellen J 
(USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL 
Subject: Re: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote tomorrow - clearance by 10 AM EST 

Adding USUN/NY and NSC/NEN 

From: Nessel, Suzanne F 
To: 'jpcassid~ I <jpcassidyl I; Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia 
Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; nopf, 
Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Bass, Warren; 
'scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov' <scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov>; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; PJmper, 
Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, Douglas M 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posrier, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL 
Sent: Mon May 31 23:32:34 2010 
Subject: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote tomorrow - clearance by 10 AM EST 

I lin response to the draft RC 
resolution on the flotilla incident pasted further down. I I 

L . . . ... .. ~Please provide your comments/clearance copying Amy Ostermeier, no later than 1 u. 1 ncs m st oe 
reailyfo(oelfveryby 11 AM EST/5PM Geneva time. We will confer with Geneva first thing tomorrow on late bre~king 
developments that may affect our approach. 

Many thanks, 
Suzanne 

The Grave Attacks by Israeli Forces Against the Humanitarian Boat Convoy 

Guided by the purposes and the principles of the United Nations Charter, as well as by the provisions of the Universal 
Declaration tor Human Rights, 

Taking into consideration the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention for the protection of civilian persons i times of 
war of 12 August 1949, 

Emphasizing the importance of the safety and well-being of all civilians including humanitarian personnel, 

Expressing grave concern also at the deepening humanitarian crisis in Occupied Gaza, 

Emphasizing the need to ensure sustained and regular flow of goods and people into Occupied Gaza and welcc ming the 
initiatives aimed at creating and opening humanitarian corridors and other mechanisms for the sustained delive ty of 
humanitarian aid; 

1. Condemns in the strongest terms possible the outrageous attack by the Israeli forces against the humanitaria i flotilla of 
3 
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ships which resulted in the killing and injuring of many innocent civilians from different countries: 

2. Deeply deplores the loss of life of innocent civilians and expresses its deepest sympathy and condolences to the 
victims and their families; 

3. Requests the ICRC to seek and provide information on the whereabouts status and condition of the detained and 
injured persons 

4. Demands the Occupying Power Israel to immediately release all detained men and material and facilitate the r safe 
return to their homelands. 

5. Calls upon the Occupying power Israel to ensure the unimpeded provision of humanitarian assistance, inclu ing of 
food, fuel and medical treatment to the occupied Gaza strip; 

6. Welcomes the statements of the Secretary General UN and the High Commissioner for Human Rights cond mning the 
Israeli attacks and calls for the full accountability and credible independent inquiries into these attacks. 

7. Decides to dispatch an independent international fact finding mission to investigate violations of international law 
resulting from the Israeli attacks on the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian assistance. 

8. Decides to remain seized of this matter. 

From: Joseph Cassidy <jpcassidy 
'7--~~~~ 

To: Ashraf, Madeeha 5; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; 
Dstermeier, Amy A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thoma H; 
Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Bass, Warren; scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov <scott_w._busby@nss.eo .gov>; 
Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Nossel, Suzanne F; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; cassidy, Joseph P; 
jpcassidyL =1 <jpcassid~ f; DRL-MLGA-DL 
Sent: Mon May 3116:37:03 2010 
Subject: URGENT -- Clearance needed Monday afternoon 

I ask that you review and clear this statement, which will be delivered tomorrow morning by Am assador 
Donohoe at a special event within this UN Human Rights Council session, as soon as possible. It is drawn 

' 

Thanks, Joe 

(begin text) 

Statement by Ambassador Eileen Donohoe on the Flotilla Incident 
for the Human Rights Council special session, June 1, 2010 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

. -· 
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Thank you. 
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law, Rosemar C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

fil.LEASED IN PART 85,BGI 

Shapiro, Daniel B. [Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov] 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 10: 14 AM 
Bass, Warren; Nossel, Suzanne F; Powell, Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; 
jpcassidy Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Li lejohn, 
J.R.; Wecker, John A; Aswad, Evelyn f\,'I; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Legal HRR-DL; 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Busby, Scott W.; Pe ina, 
Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pomper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C, Cass yre, Mark 
J; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, Douglas M; Kumar, Prem G.; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); ermain, 
Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W 
Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL­
DL; Anderson, Gerald C; Feltman, Jeffrey D; 10-HR-DL; Wells, Alice G 
RE: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 

From: Bass, Warren [mailto:BassW@state.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 10:13 AM 

B6 

To: Nossel, Suzanne F; Shapiro, Daniel B.; Powell, Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; jpcassid Ashr f, 
Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeff ey G; B6 
Knopf, Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Busby, Scott W.; PeriAa, 
Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; 
Griffiths, Douglas M; Kumar, Prem G.; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, Gera d C; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; IO-HR-DL; Wells, Alice G 
Subject: RE: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 

B5 

~·········=·· =--:-=======~:::===============:::.c====i===-' 
From: Nossel, Suzanne F 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 9:03 AM 
To: 'Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov'; Powell, Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Bass, Warren; 'jpcassidy~ [;. 
Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauq)Je, 
Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; 
'Scott_W._Busby@nss.eop.gov'; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pomper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eile• n C; 
Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, Douglas M; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); 
Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, Gera d C; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; IO-HR-DL; Wells, Alice G 
Subject: Re: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior I 
!Reviewer 
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From: Shapiro, Daniel B. <Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov> 
To: Powell, Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Bass, Warren; Nossel, Suzanne F; jpcassid 
<jpcassidy ; Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Utt·.lce~jo~h-n-,~J~.R~.;~W~ecker, Joh A; 86 
Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Tod C; 
Simon, Jennifer J; Busby, Scott W. <Scott_W._Busby@nss.eop.gov>; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan 
Pamper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, Douglas M; Kumar, Pre G. 
<Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, Ger Id C; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; IO-HR-DL 
Sent: Tue Jun 01 08:58:25 2010 
Subject: RE: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 

--·----------------------~----------

From: Powell, Catherine [mailto:PowellC@state.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 8:56 AM 
To: Ostermeier, Amy A; Bass, Warren; Nossel, Suzanne F; jpcassidyl I Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lo rdes C; 
Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Lega -HRR-DL; 86 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Busby, Scott W.; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan 
B; Pamper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, Douglas M; Shapiro, aniel B.; 
Kumar, Prem G.; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, Ger Id C; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; IO-HR-DL 
Subject: Re: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 

Looping in Bill Burke-White and Dafna Rand for S/P. 

From: Ostermeier, Amy A 
To: Bass, Warren; Nossel, Suzanne F; 'jpcassidy <jpcassidy ; Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, 
Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Je rey G; 
Knopf, Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; 86 
'scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov' <scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov>; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; P mper, 
Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, Douglas M; 'dshapiro@nsc.eop.g v' 
<dshapiro@nsc.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nsc.eop.gov' <Prem_G._Kumar@nsc.eop.gov>; Wolff, Alex D (U UN); 
Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, Ger Id C; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; 10-HR-DL 
Sent: Tue Jun 01 08:49:16 2010 
Subject: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 

Thanks to Warren and Scott for their suggestions. 
~-----------------------__J 

We'd appreciate clearance/comments from others on the draft 

2 ·1-
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Many thanks, 

Amy 

Amy A. Ostermeier, Deputy Director 
Bureau of International Organization Affairs 
Office of Human Rights {ID/HR) 
{ph) 202-647-3901 
If•) 202-647-4628 
ostermeieraa@state.gov 

--
From: Bass, Warren 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 7:38 AM 
To: Nossel, Suzanne F; 'jpcassidyl I Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejc hn, J.R.; 
Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Legal- 86 
HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; 'scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov'; Perina 
Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melani ~ J; 
Griffiths, Douglas M; 'dshapiro@nsc.eop.gov'; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nsc.eop.gov'; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Germain, Ellen J 
(USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL·MLGA-DL 
Subject: Re: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote tomorrow - clearance by 10 AM EST 

Adding USUN/NY and NSC/NENA.1 
I 

85 
- -------

From: Nossel, Suzanne F 
To: 'jpcassidyl I <jpcassidyl ; Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia 
Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; no pf, 
Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Bass, Warren; 86 
'scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov' <scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov>; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; P tlmper, 
Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, Douglas M 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL 
Sent: Mon May 31 23:32:34 2010 
Subject: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote tomorrow - clearance by 10 AM EST 

lin response to the draft RC 
resolution on the flotilla incident pasted further down.I I 85 

I Please provide your comments/clearance copying Amy Osterme1er, no later tnan 10. 1 rns m st be 
ready for delivery by 11 AM EST/5PM Geneva time. We will confer with Geneva first thing tomorrow on late bre >king 
developments that may affect our approach. 

Many thanks, 
Suzanne 

__J 85 
j 

I 
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The Grave Attacks by Israeli Forces Against the Humanitarian Boat Convoy 

Guided by the purposes and the principles of the United Nations Charter, as well as by the provisions of the Uni ersal 
Declaration for Human Rights, 

Taking into consideration the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention for the protection of civilian persons i times of 
war of 12 August 1949, 

Emphasizing the importance of the safety and well-being of all civilians including humanitarian personnel, 

Expressing grave concern also at the deepening humanitarian crisis in Occupied Gaza, 

Emphasizing the need to ensure sustained and regular flow of goods and people into Occupied Gaza and welcc ming the 
initiatives aimed at creating and opening humanitarian corridors and other mechanisms for the sustained deliver of 
humanitarian aid; 

1. Condemns in the strongest terms possible the outrageous attack by the Israeli forces against the humanitaria) flotilla of 
ships which resulted in the killing and injuring of many innocent civilians from different countries; 

2. Deeply deplores the loss of life of innocent civilians and expresses its deepest sympathy and condolences to he 
victims and their families; 

3. Requests the ICRC to seek and provide information on the whereabouts status and condition of the detained ;md 
injured persons 

4. Demands the Occupying Power Israel to immediately release all detained men and material and facilitate thei safe 
return to their homelands. 

5. Calls upon the Occupying power Israel to ensure the unimpeded provision of humanitarian assistance, including of 
food, fuel and medical treatment to the occupied Gaza strip; 

6. Welcomes the statements of the Secretary General UN and the High Commissioner for Human Rights conde lining the 
Israeli attacks and calls for the full accountability and credible independent inquiries into these attacks. 

7. Decides to dispatch<in independent international fact finding mission to investigate violations of international l~w 
resulting from the Israeli attacks on the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian assistance. 

8. Decides to remain seized of this matter. 

From: Joseph Cassidy <jpcassidyl 
To: Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lour"d-es~c-; -A-g-ui~le-r~a, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; B6 
Ostermeier, Amy A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; 
Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Bass, Warren; scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov <scott_w._busby@nss.eop gov>; 
Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Nessel, Suzanne F; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; 
jpcassidy\ J<jpcassidyi I>; DRL-MLGA-DL 
Sent: Mon May 3116:37:03 2010 
Subject: URGENT -- Clearance needed Monday afternoon 
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I ask that you review and clear this statement, which will be delivered tomorrow morning by Amb ssador 
h ·1 bl BS Donohoe at a special event within this UN Human Rio ts Counc1 session, as soon as possi e.1 

---

Thanks, Joe 

(begin text) 

Statement by Ambassador Eileen Donohoe on the Flotilla Incident 
for the Human Rights Council special session, June 1, 2010 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

Thank you. 
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[RELEASED IN PART ~ 

Law, Flosemarv C 

From: Perina, Alexandra H 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 4:13 PM 
To: Pamper, Stephen E; Aswad, Evelyn M; Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda; Banos, Mari no H; 

Martin, Julie B; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Jacobson, Linda; Guarin, Marc F; Baumert, K evin A; 
Khanna, Melanie J 

Subject: FW: HRC draft resolution 
Attachments: RESO 1.doc 

All -The draft Palestinian HRC resolution is below and attached. Problems include: 

-- - -·~ --·--
From: Cassayre, Mark J 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 4:03 PM 
To: Cassayre, Mark J; Nossel, Suzanne F; !0-HR-DL; DRL-MLGA-M; Legal-HRR-DL; Geneva HRC; Griffiths, Doug as M; 
'Scott_W._Busby@nss.eop.gov'; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Salih, Lana L; Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Conn lly, 
Maura; Goldberger, Thomas H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Perina, Alexandra H 
Subject: HRC draft resolution 

Attached is t~e_dra~_1_·ust received from the Palestinians. I pasted below for those on BBs. 

The Grave Attacks by Israeli Forces Against the Humanitarian Boat Convoy 

Guided by the purposes and the principles of the United Nations Charter, as well as by the provisions of the Universal 
Declaration for Human Rights, 

Taking into consideration the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention for the protection of civilian perso s in times 
of war of 12 August 1949, 

Emphasizing the importance of the safety and well-being of all civilians including humanitarian personnel, 

Expressing grave concern also at the deepening humanitarian crisis in Occupied Gaza, 

Emphasizing the need to ensure sustained and regular flow of goods and people into Occupied Gaza and welc ming the 
initiatives aimed at creating and opening humanitarian corridors and other mechanisms for the sustained deliv ry of 
humanitarian aid; 

1. Condemns in the strongest terms possible the outrageous attack by the Israeli forces against the humanitari n flotilla 
of ships which resulted in the killing and injuring of many innocent civilians from different countries; 

2. Deeply deplores the loss of life of innocent civilians and expresses its deepest sympathy and condolences to he 
victims and their families; 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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3. Requests the ICRC to seek and provide information on the whereabouts status and condition of the detained and 
injured persons 

4. Demands the Occupying Power Israel to immediately release all detained men and material and facilitate th ir safe 
return to their homelands. 

5. Calls upon the Occupying power Israel to ensure the unimpeded provision of humanitarian assistance, includ ng of 
food, fuel and medical treatment to the occupied Gaza strip; 

6. Welcomes the statements of the Secretary General UN and the High Commissioner for Human Rights conde ning the 
Israeli attacks and calls for the full accountability and credible independent inquiries into these attacks. 

7. Decides to dispatch an independent international fact finding mission to investigate violations of internation I law 
resulting from the Israeli attacks on the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian assistance. 

8. Decides to remain seized of this matter. 

From: Cassayre, Mark J 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 6:46 PM 
To: Cassayre, Mark J; Nossel, Suzanne F; !0-HR-DL; DRL-MLGA-M; Legal-HRR-DL; Geneva HRC; Griffiths, Doug as M; 
'Scott_W._Busby@nss.eop.gov'; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Salih, Lana L; Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Conn lly, 
Maura; Goldberger, Thomas H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Perina, Alexandra H 
Subject: Israeli Rt of Reply at HRC today re: Gaza Aid Flotilla 

Ambassador Yaar delivered this statement this afternoon at the HRC. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Cassayre, Mark J 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 5:02 PM 
To: Nossel, Suzanne F; !0-HR-DL; DRL-MLGA-M; Legal-HRR-DL; Geneva HRC; Griffiths, Douglas M; 
'Scott_W._Busby@nss.eop.gov'; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Salih, Lana L; Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Conn lly, 
Maura; Goldberger, Thomas H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Perina, Alexandra H 
Subject: Re: URGENT!!! HRC Action re: Gaza Aid Flotilla 

All: I just spoke with Pal DPR who confirmed that he will call for a special sitting for tmrw pm. He will also table a 
resolution tomorrow morning for ACTION TOMORROW EVENING. 

Reso will include: 
~condemnation 

- call for protection by Israel I repsect for I'll 
- call for internation investigation 

He said that "the Israelis have made it hard on us and we will make it hard on them." 

During his statement I mad spoke in Arabic (he frequently does interventions in English). He made points: 

Premeditated crime 
Violations of occupying power 
Saluted courage of those on board vessels 

2 
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Israel has denied occupation of gaza but acts of last night show that gaza is still under occupationa nd therefore I'll 
applies and 4GC applies. 
Lift blocade 

Israel will do right of reply at end of day. 

From: Nossel, Suzanne F 
To: Cassayre, Mark J; 10-HR-DL; DRL-MLGA-M; Legal-HRR-DL; Geneva HRC; Griffiths, Douglas M; 
'Scott ... W._Busby@nss.eop.gov' <Scott_W._Busby@nss.eop.gov>; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Salih, Lan L; 
Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Connelly, Maura; Goldberger, Thomas H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Perina, Alexandra H 
Sent: Mon May 31 09:29:20 2010 
Subject: Re: URGENT!!! HRC Action re: Gaza Aid Flotilla 

Adding NEA.I 
~---------- ---------------- I 

From: Cassayre, Mark J 
To: Nossel, Suzanne F; 10-HR-DL; DRL-MLGA-M; Legal-HRR-DL; Geneva HRC; Griffiths, Douglas M; 'Busby, Seo , W.' 
<Scott_W._Busby@nss.eop.gov>; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Salih, Lana L; Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M ' 
Sent: Mon May 31 09:21:03 2010 
Subject: URGENT!!! HRC Action re: Gaza Aid Flotilla 

NEED GUIDANCE 

"SPECIAL SITIING" of HRC to occur Tuesday (tomorrow) afternoon on the Israeli boarding of flotilla. 

WE NEED TALKING POINTS ASAP AND WILL NEED POINTS FOR A STATEMENT, IF WE INTEND TO MAKE ONE DU ~ING THIS 
"SPECIAL SITIING." 

Mark Cassayrc 
Counselor 
Political a-nd Specialized Agencies 
U.S. Mission to the United Nations and Specialized Agencies 
Geneva, Switzerland 
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Direct tel: +4122 749-4214 
Mobile: •4179 775-3680 
Fax: •41.22.749.4717 
cassayre1nj(~istate.gov 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Law, Rosemarv C 
!RELEASED IN PART 85) 

From: Pomper, Stephen E 
Sent: Tuesday, June 08, 2010 12:09 PM 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Townley, Stephen G; Baumert, Kevin A; Guarin, Marc F; Dolan, Jo 'Inn; 

Aswad, Evelyn M; Banos, Mariano H; Gorove, Katherine M; Schwartz, Jonathan B; I arris, 
Robert K; Eichensehr, Kristen E 

Subject: Re: LEGAL-#24 7254-v1 -6 _8_interdiction_inspection_paper.docx 

Linda-i am at Doj and have meetings when I get back so perhaps Marc can review for LJPM. 

From: Jacobson, Linda 
To: Townley, Stephen G; Baumert, Kevin A; Guarin, Marc F; Pomper, Stephen E; Dolan, JoAnn; Aswad, Evelyn 1; Banos, 
Mariano H; Gorove, Katherine M; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Harris, Robert K; Eichensehr, Kristen E 
Sent: Tue Jun 08 11:30:02 2010 
Subject: RE: LEGAL-# 247254-v1-6_8_interdictlon_inspection_paper .docx 

Will do. And am waiting for LjPM's comments and everyone's comments on the Israeli proposal. 

--- --- - ·--- -
·From: Townley, Stephen G 
Sent: Tuesday, June 08, 2010 11:28 AM 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Baumert, Kevin A; Guarin, Marc F; Pamper, Stephen E; Dolan, JoAnn; Aswad, Evelyn M; B 3nos, 
Mariano H; Gorove, Katherine M; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Harris, Robert K; Eichensehr, Kristen E 
Subject: RE: LEGAL-#247254-v1-6_8 _interdiction_inspection _paper.docx 

That's fine.1 p hanks, Stephen 

-·-- -
From: Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Tuesday, June 08, 2010 11 :28 AM 
To: Townley, Stephen G; Baumert, Kevin A; Guarin, Marc F; Pamper, Stephen E; Dolan, JoAnn; Aswad, Evelyn ; Banos, 
Mariano H; Gorove, Katherine M; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Harris, Robert K; Eichensehr, Kristen E 
Subject: RE: LEGAL-#24 7254-vl -6 _8_interdiction_inspection_paper.docx 

85 

-- ., ·--- ·-- ---
From: Townley, Stephen G 
Sent: Tuesday, June 08, 2010 10:43 AM 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Baumert, Kevin A; Guarin, Marc F; Pamper, Stephen E; Dolan, JoAnn; Aswad, Evelyn M; B nos, 
Mariano H; Gorove, Katherine M; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Harris, Robert K; Eichensehr, Kristen E 
Subject: RE: LEGAL-# 247254-v1-6_8_i nterdiction_inspection_paper .docx 

This looks really good to me. A few small comments/questions. Thanks, Stephen 

1------
From: Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Tuesday, June OB, 2010 10:23 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Guarin, Marc F; Pamper, Stephen E; Dolan, JoAnn; Aswad, Evelyn M; Banos, Mariano H; IGorove, 
Katherine M; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Harris, Robert K; Townley, Stephen G; Eichensehr, Kristen E 
Subject: LEGAL -#24 7254-vl -6_8_interdiction_inspection_paper .docx 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: 
Reviewer 

Sharon Ahmad, Senior I 
1 
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Pis see a new version of the interdiction/inspection paper; Kevin and Marc, pis see 2 embedded questions for ou. 

Thanks. 
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[RELEASED IN PART BSI 

Law, Rosemarv C 

From: Pamper, Stephen E 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 201 O 8:30 PM 
To: Townley, Stephen G; Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda; Guarin, Marc F 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft 

85 

- -·---·-
From: Townley, Stephen G 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 8:28 PM 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda; Pomper, Stephen E; Guarin, Marc F 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft 

85 

·--·- - ... -----
From: Dolan, JoAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 8:24 PM 
To: Townley, Stephen G; Guarin, Marc F; Sullivan, David J; Baumert, Kevin A; Pamper, Stephen E; Jacobson, Li nda; 
Eichensehr, Kristen E; Cleveland, Sarah H; Gorove, Katherine M 
Cc: Thessin, James H; Harris, Robert K 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft 

85 

From: Townley, Stephen G 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 7:53 PM 
To: Guarin, Marc F; Sullivan, David J; Baumert, Kevin A; Dolan, JoAnn; Pamper, Stephen E; Jacobson, Linda; Ei rhensehr, 
Kristen E; Cleveland, Sarah H; Gorove, Katherine M 
Cc: Thessin, James H; Harris, Robert K 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft 

All, Attached are some small revisions following our discussion just now. Please send me any further edits/corr ments by 
8:30pm. Thanks, Stephen 

- --·--~ - - ----
From: Townley, Stephen G 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 6:31 PM 
To: Guarin, Marc F; Sullivan, David J; Baumert, Kevin A; Dolan, JoAnn; Pamper, Stephen E; Jacobson, Linda; Ei hensehr, 
Kristen E; Cleveland, Sarah H; Gorove, Katherine M 
Cc: Thessin, James H 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft 

All, I have tried to consolidate existing comments in Joan's version and made a few other suggestions. If every ne could 
please take another look, we are hoping to get this back to Joan for final approval later tonight. Thanks, Steph n 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
' 
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Law, Rosemary C 
jRELEASED IN PART 85 

From: Pamper, Stephen E 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 8:40 AM 
To: Jacobson, Linda 
Subject: Re: Situation Report No.5 - Gaza Flotilla (SBU) 

Tx! 

-·-·---
From: Jacobson, Linda 
To: Pamper, Stephen E 
Sent: Wed Jun 02 08:26:15 2010 
Subject: Re: Situation Report No.5 - Gaza Flotilla (SBU) 

JoAnn and I will get what we can from Emb TA and desk this morning. 

From: Porn per, Stephen E 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Wed Jun 02 07:47:12 2010 
Subject: Fw: Situation Report No.5 - Gaza Flotilla (SBU) 

Hi-·any thoughts about how to get this (cd you check with Tom G if he is the right guy)? Tx! 

From: Donoghue, Joan E 
To: Pamper, Stephen E; Perina, Alexandra H; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn; Townley, Stephen G 
Cc: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: Wed Jun 02 07:09:49 2010 
Subject: Fw: Situation Report No.5 - Gaza Flotilla (SBU) 85 

--
From: OpsAlert 
Sent: Wed Jun 02 06:12:05 2010 
Subject: Situation Report No.5 - Gaza Flotilla (SBU) 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFlED 

SITUATION REPORT No. 5 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group MGGZOl 

Wednesday, June 2, 2010 
0600EDT 

STATUS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS 
(SBU) Eleven AmCit detainees plan to, or have already signed, voluntary deportation forms provided by the 
Israeli Ministry of Interior. (MGGZOJ/Embassy Tel Aviv e-mail) 

l@il.~EW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Review~ 
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STATUS OF INTERNATIONAL PASSENGERS 
• (U) Israel's inner security cabinet voted to deport remaining prisoners within 48 hours. A gove menl 

statement issued late June 1 stated that "the detainees would be expelled immediately according to the 
procedures set by law," said a government statement issued late June 1. (AFP) 

• (U) Turkey sent three planes to Israel to repatriate approximately 350 detained activists. (AFP) 

ISRAEL MIGHT CONSIDER WOUNDED AS COMISATANTS 
(SBU) Approximately 50 wounded detainees of various nationalities are currently being treated by th 
Government of Israel as suspects, and thus may not be allowed to leave the country. The GO! might ant to 
file court cases against these individuals, but this course of action is subject to the attorney general's d scretion. 
(MGGZOl/NEA-FO e-mail) 

RETURN Of ISRAELI DIPLOMATIC FAMILY MEMBERS FROM TURKEY 
(U) Approximately 50 people related to Israeli consulate and embassy staff in Turkey are returning to Israel, a 
senior official told Israeli public radio. (AFP) 

INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS 
• (SBU) Moscow condemned Israel's action against the MA VI MARMARA, asserting that the "U e of 

weapons against civilians and detaining ships in the open sea without any legal reason constitutes bvious 
and gross violations of generally accepted international standards." Embassy Moscow notes Russia likely 
will use this incident to push for Israel to lift the Gaza blockade. (MGGZOJ/Embassy Moscow e- ail) 

• (SBU) NA TO SYG Rasmussen released a statement June I expressing "deep regret over the loss of lives 
and the other casualties resulting from the use of force" and urging the UN and the EU to conduct 'a 
prompt, impartial, credible and transparent investigation into the incident." He also called for "th 
immediate release of the detained civilians and ships held by Israel." (MGGZOl/VSNATO e-mai 

• (U) India condemned Israel for "indiscriminate use of force" and asserted that "lasting peace and security 
in the region can be achieved only through peaceful dialogue." (Xinhua) 

• (U) Lebanese President Sleiman discussed the incident with Turkish President Gui and reported! agreed 
to coordinate efforts to "counter Israel's actions." (nowleba11on.com) 

• (U) The Irish government called on Israel to allow an Irish-registered aid ship, the RACHEL CO RIE, to 
continue its voyage to Gaza. Late June I, PM Cowen warned of"serious consequences" if any de ained 
Irish citizens were harmed, and called for their immediate and unconditional release. (bbc.co.uk) 

• (U) The Malaysian Cabinet tabled a parliamentary motion strongly condemning Israel's raid. F Aman 
departed for Jordan to seek the release of the 12 Malaysians. (Xinhua) 

• (SBU) Nicaragua suspended diplomatic ties with Israel June l to protest Israel's raid on the MA 
MARMARA, President Ortega's office said. Embassy Managua notes that Nicaragua has no dip! 
presence in Israel but bas an embassy in Cairo. (MGGZOl/Embassy Managua e-mail, 
elpueblopreside11te.com) 

• (U) Iranian FM Mottaki expressed solidarity with the "martyrs" killed during the raid and added 
incident "opened some possibility" to put pressure on Israel to lift the blockade of the Gaza Strip a d 
thereby allow the passage of medicine and humanitarian assistance. (AFP) 

• (U) French FM Kouchner said that the raid was "a very grave mistake" and "extremely damagin to the 
image of Israel itself." Kouchner advocated for an international investigation and said "there shou d not be 
impunity." (AP) 

For more information on the Gaza Flotilla, please see the Ops Portal at the following link: 
http://www.inlelink.sgov.gov/wiki/Portal:Gaza Flotilla 2010 
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Law, Rosemarv C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Pamper, Stephen E 
Monday, May 31, 201 O 10:15 AM 
Jacobson, Linda 
Re: Humanitarian flotilla 

[f§ELEASED IN PART B~ 

Ok, thanks! Does Mary M know or shd I forward this? Unless I hear differently I will ot do 
anything further til tmrw. 

----- Original Message 
From: Jacobson, Linda 
To: Pamper, Stephen E 
Sent: Mon May 31 10:12:52 2010 
Subject: Re: Humanitarian flotilla 

Hi, I am in Israel en route to airport so will be dronning off email. Talked to Jon s1ort 
while agoj 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Pamper, Stephen E 
To: Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Mon May 31 10:07:54 2010 
Subject: Re: Humanitarian flotilla 

Hi--I've seen some traffic but am not up to speed on this. What needs to be done toda1? 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Jacobson, Linda 
To: Mcleod, Mary (USUN); Pamper, Stephen E; Sullivan, David J; Donoghue, Joan E; Schwirtz, 
Jonathan B; BaumertJ Kevin A; Perina, Alexandra H; Dolan, JoAnn; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Sent: Mon May 31 10:05:35 2010 
Subject: Re: Humanitarian flotilla 

Including others working on this. 

----- Original Message ----­
From: McLeod, Mary (USUN) 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Pamper, Stephen E; Sullivan, David J; Donoghue, Joan E; Schwartz 
Jonathan B 
Sent: Mon May 31 09:57:46 2010 
Subject: Humanitarian flotilla 

All--Assume you all are working on this. 
aren't working. I am rushing back to NYC 
for 1. Anticipate much interest in legal 
in self-defense and that the flotilla was 

I know Todd and Harold are in Kampala and bJs 
to try to make the SC meeting, currently sc1eduled 
issues focused on Israeli claims they were icting 
violating international law. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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Law, Rosemarv C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

/RELEASED IN PART 85) 

Pamper, Stephen E 
Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:05 PM 
Townley, Stephen G; Guarin, Marc F; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, Jc Ann 
RE; Blockade email--draft 
Gaza.doc rev.docx 

Please work from this draft, which implements Stephen T's comments. I will be out until at least 6, so Stephen, Marc will 
be running the doc. Thanks, Steve 

------------·-------- -----···---·-----------·---------·-· 
From: Townley, Stephen G 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:01 PM 
To: Pamper, Stephen E; Guarin, Marc F; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn 
Subject: RE: Blockade email--draft 

Just a quick plug to please send comments as soon as you can, as we'd like to ship this out to HHK too before I unching. 
Thanks, Stephen 

------·---------·----- - .-.-.-. ··-·- --· ... ___ - -
From: Pamper, Stephen E 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 12:50 PM 
To: Townley, Stephen G; Guarin, Marc F; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn 
Subject: Blockade email--draft 

Folks-Here is a very rough draft email with some blank spots that is intended to help answer 7'h floor questiohs on 
blockade issues. I unfortunately have to duck into something else but maybe Marc or Stephen could consolid te 
com_ments before this goes to Jim, Joan, and HK?\ · 

[ \Sorry for the drive by, I wi I try to reengage at aoour L. ~cev, 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerl 
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Law, Rosemar C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

Pamper, Stephen E 

RELEASED IN PART I 

BS, 86 

Tuesday, June 01, 2010 8:11 PM 
Jacobson, Linda; Aswad, Evelyn M; Dolan, JoAnn; Perina, Alexandra H 
Banos, Mariano H; Harris, Robert K; Donoghue. JoanE: Schwartz. Jonathan B 
RE: FINAL CLEARANCE needed b 10 m o 

1. Reflected in the attached are a few minor/editorial thoughts. 

From: Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 7:31 PM 
To: Aswad, Evelyn M; Dolan, JoAnn; Pomper, Stephen E; Perina, Alexandra H 
Cc: Banos, Mariano H; Harris, Robert K; Donoghue, Joan E; Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Subject: Re: FINAL CLEARANCE needed by 10 pm on~-----------------~-~ 

Eve! n, I sent my comments to JoAnn earlier so I expect you will also be hearing from her 

From: Aswad, Evelyn M 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda; Pomper, Stephen E; Perina, Alexandra H 
cc: Banos, Mariano H; Harris, Robert K; Donoghue, Joan E; Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: Tue Jun 0119:24:16 2010 

Subject: FW: FINAL CLEARANCE needed by 10 pm on ~---------------~-=::] 

Dear LIAN and L/Pr: Please send to Mariano and me your comments, if any, on 
I _ by 9:30 pm tonight. Thank you, Evelyn ~---------~-_J 

. -· --~---~···-----·------------· 
From: Anderson, Gerald C 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 7:09 PM 
To: Cue, Lourdes C; 'Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov'; Bass, Warren; Powell, catherine; Ashraf, Madeeha S; A uilera, 
Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Goldberger, Thomas H; 'Scott_W._Busby@nss.eo .gov'; 
'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' 

85 

85 

85 

Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Feltman, Jeffre D; IO­
HR-DL; Wells, Alice G; Griffiths, Douglas M; Khanna, Melanie J; Donahoe, Eileen C; Schedlbauer, Amy W; Germ in, Ellen J 

86 (USUN); Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Nossel, Suzanne F; Osterrneier, Amy A; Wecker, John ; Aswad, 
Evelyn M; Legal-HRR-DL; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; P mper, 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewed 
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Stephen E; cassayre, Mark J 
Subject: FINAL CLEARANCE needed by 10 pm o ~------------------~---" 

Colleagues: Attached is the Ole's resolution on the Gaza Flotilla incident - which we expect will be voted at th HRC 

J 
We'd a ppreciate_y()ur cle_ar_an_c_e_o_n_t_h_e[~--------~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-1 n_o_!_at_e_r_t-~a-n-lO_P_M,~-o-n-ight. 

Please copy me, Suzanne Nossel, and Amy Ostermeier on your responses. 

With thanks, 

Gerald C. Ande,.on 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of International Organization Affai" 
Room6323 
U.S. Department of State 
Wmhington, DC 20520 
Office: 202-647-9602 

18 
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Law, Rosemarv C 
!RELEASED IN PART B5I 

From: Prosser, Sarah E 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 9:25 PM 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Pamper, Stephen E; Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Jacobson, Linda; Donoghue, Joan E; Guarin, Marc F 
RE: Blockade Precedent 

Best wishes, 
Sarah 

-----Original Message----­
From: Pamper, Stephen E 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 3:11 PM 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
cc: Jacobson, Linda; Donoghue, Joan E; Prosser, Sarah E; Guarin, Marc F 
Subject: RE: Blockade Precedent 

Thanks Jon. Sarah will helo on the I 

-----Original Message----­
From: Schwartz, Jonathan B 

I 

1 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 3:04 PM 
To: Pamper, Stephen E 
Cc: Jacobson, Linda; Donoghue, Joan E; Prosser, Sarah E 
Subject: Re: Blockade Precedent 

Thanks. I meet with Israelis 8 am tomorrow. 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Pamper, Stephen E 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Cc: Jacobson, Linda; Donoghue, Joan E; Prosser, Sarah E 
Sent: Thu Jun 03 13:06:43 2010 
Subject: Re: Blockade Precedent 

Thanks Jon. I'll talk to Sarah re LTTE question and see what we can learn. 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
To: Pamper, Stephen E 
Cc: Jacobson, Linda; Donoghue, Joan E 
Sent: Thu Jun 03 12:08:40 2010 
Subject: Blockade Precedent 

Steve - Israelis are asking whether Sri Lanka imposed blockade in LTTE controlled por (as a 
precedent for a blockade of a non-state belligerent.) Do we know? They also say thi 
blockade began during Cast Lead January, 2009, as result of "new armed conflict" with Hamas. 
And they say all the passengers have been repatriated, mooting the issue of their leg 1 
status. 

Jon 

2 
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law, Rosemarv C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Reynolds, Arlissa M 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 2:11 PM 
Sayles, Ambrose G 

[RELEASED IN PART 85,BG] 

Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Bernier-Toth. Michelle; Giauque, lvna; Giauque, 
Jeffrey G; Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Wills. Regina M; Lieberman, Je sica D 
(DAL); Ellis, Benjamin H; Waller, Robert P; Catalano, Elisa; Rana, Gautam A; Rane , Daina H; 
Hoyer, Kurt J; Harutunian, Ruben; Morrison, Andrew L; Cooper. Kurtis A; Bass. Wa ren; 
Kornblau, Mark (USUN); 'Michael_A._Hammer@nsc.eop.gov'; 'Chang, Benjamin';' -lensman, 
Chris D.'; Pelton, Erin; Rainey, Michael A; Marchese. Gregory M; Rogan, Thomas < ; Finver, 
Frank J 
RE: FOR IMMEDIATE CLEARANCE: Israel/Palestinians: UPDATE Raid on Free Gaza Flotilla 

Ambrose, 
I apologize for the lateness in responding. I 

From: Goldberger, Thomas H 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 6:50 PM 
To: Sayles, Ambrose G; Holmstrom, Todd C; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Giauque, Ivna; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Jacobslm, Linda; 
Schwartz, Jonathan B; Wills, Regina M; Lieberman, Jessica D (DRL); Ellis, Benjamin H; Waller, Robert P; Catalano, Elisa; 
Rana, Gautam A; Rand, Dafna H; Reynolds, Arlissa M; Hoyer, Kurt J; Harutunian, Ruben; Morrison, Andrew L; ooper, 
Kurtis A; Bass, Warren; Kornblau, Mark (USUN); 'Michael_A._Hammer@nsc.eop.gov'; 'Chang, Benjamin'; 'Hens!nan, Chris 
D.'; Pelton, Erin; Ratney, Michael A 
Subject: RE: FOR IMMEDIATE CLEARANCE: Israel/Palestinians: UPDATE Raid on Free Gaza Flotilla 

From: Sayles, Ambrose G 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 11:39 AM 
To: Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Giauque, Ivna; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Ja obson, 

, 
iREV!EW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ 
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Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Wills, Regina M; Lieberman, Jessica D (DRL); Ellis, Benjamin H; Waller, Robert P; Catalano, 
Elisa; Rana, Gautam A; Rand, Dafna H; Reynolds, Arlissa M; Hoyer, Kurt J; Harutunian, Ruben; Morrison, Andr w L; 
Cooper, Kurtis A; Bass, Warren; Kornblau, Mark {USUN); 'Michael_A._Hammer@nsc.eop.gov'; 'Chang, Benjami '; 
'Hensman, Chris D.'; Pelton, Erin; Ratney, Michael A 
Subject: FOR IMMEDIATE CLEARANCE: Israel/Palestinians: UPDATE Raid on Free Gaza Flotilla 
Importance: High 

Hi Everyone -

Please clear the attached UPDATED press guidance re: Free Gaza Flotilla. Please note that this updates yester ay's press 
guidance and all updated sections are highlighted in yellow. Your clearance is appreciated by 12:15pm latest. his will 

need to get to PA ASAP for use by the Secretary and senior officials. 

Thank you, 
Ambrose 

« File: 060110-lsrael-Palestinians - UPDATE Raid on Free Gaza Flotilla.docx » 

Ambrose Sayles I Press Officer f Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs I U.S. Department of State 

2201 C St, NW Rm 2234, Washington, DC 20520 I 'ii': 202.647 .4184 l Bl: saylesag@stale goy 
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Law, Flosemar C jRELEASED IN PART B5,B6i 

From: Rudman, Mara 
Sent:. 
To: 

Tuesday, June 08, 2010 4:00 PM 
Jacobson, Linda 

Subject: Re: Israeli paper 

Who tells them tha~L ___ _,fvon't exactly cut it as the American observer? 

from: Jacobson, Linda 
To: Connelly, Maura; Rudman, Mara; Holmstrom, Todd C 
Sent: Tue Jun 08 14:04:43 2010 
Subject: FW: Israeli paper 

from: Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Tuesday, June 08, 2010 12:16 PM 
To: Donoghue, Joan E 
Cc: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Harris, Robert K; Baumert, Kevin A; Dolan, JoAnn; Townley, Stephen G; Eichensehr, Kristen E; 
Aswad, Evelyn M; Banos, Mariano H; Gorove, Katherine M; Guarin, Marc F; Pamper, Stephen E 
Subject: Israeli paper 

Joan, for the 2:15-30 meeting, I've boiled the many technical comments of the group down to the following ke ones: 

Comments on paper: 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe 
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Law, Rosemarv C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Thanks Linda -

[@LEASEDHINHPART B5I 

Sayles, Ambrose G 
Friday, June 04, 2010 12:08 PM 
Jacobson, Linda 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Townley, Stephen G; Holmstrom, Todd C 
RE: 060410-lsrael-Palestinians - UPDATE on Free Gaza Flotilla with L-PM edits.doc x 

I updated the first bullet. I saw the copy and paste jumble. 

• 

---------------·--------------------------'-----· 
From: Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 11:59 AM 
To: Sayles, Ambrose G 
Cc: Goldberger, Thomas H; Townley, Stephen G 
Subject: 060410-Israel-Palestinians - UPDATE on Free Gaza Flotilla with L-PM edits.docx 

Ambrose, some minor suggestions. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ 
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Law, Rosemar C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

[@_LEASED IN PA~ 

Sayles, Ambrose G 
Tuesday, June 01, 201 O 11 :56 AM 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Giauque, lvna; Giauque, 
Jeffrey G; Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Wills, Regina M; Lieberman, Je sica D 
(DRL); Ellis, Benjamin H; Waller, Robert P; Catalano, Elisa; Rana, Gautam A; Rand Daina H; 
Reynolds, Arlissa M; Hoyer, Kurt J; Harutunian, Ruben; Morrison, Andrew L; Coope , Kurtis A;, 
Bass, Warren; Kornblau, Mark (USUN); 'Michael_A._Hammer@nsc.eop.gov'; 'Cha g, 
Benjamin'; 'Hansman, Chris D.'; Pelton, Erin; Ratney, Michael A 
RE: FOR IMMEDIATE CLEARANCE: Israel/Palestinians: UPDATE Raid on Free G a Flotilla 

Thanks. I am working on sorting it out the placing right now. 

From: Goldberger, Thomas H 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 11:50 AM 
To: Sayles, Ambrose G; Holmstrom, Todd C; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Giauque, Ivna; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Jacobs n, Linda; 
Schwartz, Jonathan B; Wills, Regina M; Lieberman, Jessica D (DRL); Ellis, Benjamin H; Waller, Robert P; Catala o, Elisa; 
Rana, Gautam A; Rand, Dafna H; Reynolds, Arlissa M; Hoyer, Kurt J; Harutunian, Ruben; Morrison, Andrew L; ooper, 
Kurtis A; Bass, Warren; Kornblau, Mark (USUN); 'Michael_A._Hammer@nsc.eop.gov'; 'Chang, Benjamin'; 'Hens an, Chris 
D.'; Pelton, Erin; Ratney, Michael A 
Subject: RE: FOR IMMEDIATE CLEARANCE: Israel/Palestinians: UPDATE Raid on Free Gaza Flotilla 

I think we need to delin 
connection 

From: Sayles, Ambrose G 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 11:39 AM 

incident from the flotilla situation. I'm not sure that there's a d rect 

To: Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Giauque, Ivna; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Ja obson, 
Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Wills, Regina M; Lieberman, Jessica D (DRL); Ellis, Benjamin H; Waller, Robert P; Catalano, 
Elisa; Rana, Gautam A; Rand, Dafna H; Reynolds, Arlissa M; Hoyer, Kurt J; Harutunian, Ruben; Morrison, Andr w L; 
Cooper, Kurtis A; Bass, Warren; Kornblau, Mark (USUN); 'Michael_A._Hammer@nsc.eop.gov'; 'Chang, Benjami '; 
'Hensman, Chris D.'; Pelton, Erin; Rainey, Michael A 
Subject: FOR IMMEDIATE CLEARANCE: Israel/Palestinians: UPDATE Raid on Free Gaza Flotilla 
Importance: High 

Hi Everyone -

Please clear the attached UPDATED press guidance re: Free Gaza Flotilla. Please note that this updates yester ay's press 
guidance and all updated sections are highlighted in yellow. Your clearance is appreciated by 12:15pm latest. his will 
need to get to PA ASAP for use by the Secretary and senior officials. 

Thank you, 
Ambrose 

«File: 060110-lsrael-Palestinians - UPDATE Raid on Free Gaza Flotilla.docx » 

Ambrose Sayles I Press Officer I Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs I U.S. Department of State 

2201 C St, NW Rm 2234, Washington, DC 20520 ! ft: 202.647 .4184 J ~: saylesag@state.gov 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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UPDATED NEA Press Guidance 
June 4, 2010 

!RELEASED IN PARfB6] 

Israel/Palestinians: UPDATE Free Gaza Flotilla 

Key Message: 

., We deeply regret the tragic loss oflife and injuries suffered among 
those involved in the incident aboard the Gaza-bound ships earlier 
this week. 

" We remain deeply concerned by the situation in Gaza, including the 
humanitarian situation. We will continue to engage the Israelis on a 
daily basis to expand the scope and type of goods allowed into Gaza 
to address the full range of the population's humanitarian and 
recovery needs. 

" Hamas' interference with international assistance shipments and 
work of nongovernmental organizations, and its use and 
endorsement of violence, complicates efforts in Gaza. Mechanisms 
exist for the transfer of humanitarian assistance to Gaza by 
governments and groups that wish to do so. These mechanisms 
should be expanded to allow in all humanitarian items and be used 
by those organizations wishing to provide humanitarian assistance t 1 

the innocent people of Gaza. 

o We expect the Israeli government to conduct a prompt, impartial, 
credible and transparent investigation conforming to international 
standards gets to all the facts surrounding this tragic incident. We 
are open to different ways of assuring a credible investigation, 
including international participation. We will continue to discuss 
these ideas with the Israelis and our international partners in the 
days ahead. 

o This recent incident involving the Free Gaza flotilla underscores the 
need to move ahead quickly with negotiations that can lead to a 
comprehensive peace in the region and ultimately address issues sucll 
as the situation in Gaza. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: SharonAhmad, seniorReviewe~ 
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Q: Does the U.S. have any information or comment on the Irish ship on the way o 
face the blockade tomorrow? What action is the U.S. taking? 

" Any actions that could further complicate the situation and obstruct o r 
ability to move towards a lasting solution should be based on establish d 
facts. 

Q: What discussions is the U.S. having with the Israelis on their actions to stop 
this ship? Did the U.S. talk to the Israelis before the flotilla arrived earlier this 
week? 

• We engaged with the Israelis, and continue to do so, on a daily basis a d 
in multiple channels about the flotilla. 

• The Defense Attache's Office was in daily contact with the Israeli Nav 
for the past several weeks, and on numerous occasions delivered the 
message about the need for caution and restraint in dealing with 
civilians, including Amerkan citizens. 

• Ambassador Cunningham delivered this message directly to the Prim 
Minister's office only a few days before the flotilla was intercepted. e 
are continuing to engage them regarding the two ships that are still on 
their way. 

Q: What ways are we recommending to Israel to address the Gaza blockade? 

• As Secretary Clinton said, the status quo in Gaza is unsustainable and 
unacceptable. Israel's legitimate security needs must be met, just as th 
Palestinians' legitimate needs for sustained humanitarian assistance a d 
regular access for reconstruction materials must also be assured. 

• We will work with Israel, along with those in the international 
community who have direct interest in what happens in Gaza, to find 
ways to increase the amount of assistance entering Gaza, while also 
protecting Israel's security interest. 

• This conflict can be sollved only through an agreement based on a two 
state solution negotiated between the parties. This incident underscor s 
the need to move ahead quickly with negotiations that can lead to a 
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comprehensive peace in the region and ultimately address issues such s 
the situation in Gaza. 

Q: Can you confirm if there are any Americans onboard? 

• The Free Gaza Movement in Washington, DC has informed us that 
there are no Americans presently onboard. We are working diligently 
to confirm this information. 

Q: Are Turkish warships accompanying the ship? 

• Embassy Ankara has informed us that the Turkish Ministry of Foreig 
Affairs firmly denies press reports that Turkish frigates are escorting 
the Rachel Corrie. 

Q: What is the latest on the overall investigation? Has it started? Who is involve ? 

• As the President said, we are calling for an effective investigation of 
everything that happened. 

• This is a very difficult situation that requires careful, thoughtful 
responses from all concerned. 

• We expect the Israeli government to conduct a prompt, impartial, 
credible and transparent investigation conforming to international 
standards gets to all the facts surrounding this tragic incident. Wear 
open to different ways of assuring a credible investigation, including 
international participation. We will continue to discuss these ideas wit 
the Israelis and our international partners in the days ahead. 

Q: What happened at the emergency meeting at the UN earlier this week in 
regards to the above incident? What specific proposal did Turkey put forward? 
Will the U.S. support any action against Israel? 

• The UN Security Council Presidential Statement- which was adopted 
by consensus - regretted loss of life, took note of the Secretary Genera 's 
call for an investigation, called for a prompt, nmpartial, credible and 
transparent investigation conforming to international standards, note 
the situation in Gaza is unsustainable, and underscored the need to 
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realize a two state solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. 

Q: What is the current status of U.S. citizens involved in the "Free Gaza" flotilla. 

• All identified U.S. citizens have been deported to either Greece or 
Turkey. Embassy officials are providing consular assistance as 
appropriate to all U.S. citizens involved with the flotilla. 

" We refer individuals to our Travel Warning for Israel, the West Bank 
and Gaza in which we urge U.S. citizens to avoid all travel to the Gaza 
Strip. 

Q: What information do you have about the U.S.-Turkish dual national who was 
killed during the raid on the flotilla? About any other injured Americans? 

" We can confirm that Furkan Dogan, a U.S.-Turkish dual national, wa 
among those killed in the raid on the Free Gaza flotilla. 

• Our mission in Turkey has been in contact with his family and is 
providing consular assistance. Yesterday, our consular officer met wi h 
the father and offered our heartfelt condolences to his family. 

• Ambassador Jim Jeffrey has also reached out to the family to express 
our heartfelt condolences. 

• We will carefully evaluate all the information that we can gather abo t 
the circumstances of his death. 

• We are also mindful that a U.S. citizen, has 
sustained a serious injury while participating in a West Bank protest. 
She is still in the hospital receiving proper treatment. 

• We are also aware that one additional American citizen sustained so e 
injuries on board one of the ships and we are looking out for him as 
well. 

Q: What is the U.S. response to the presence of high profile Americans (former 
U.S. government officials, etc.) in the "Free Gaza" flotilla? 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141870 Date: 12/12/2012 
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" American participants in the "Free Gaza" flotilla are private citizens, 
not representatives of the U.S. government. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ + 

Background: 

Text of PRST: 

SECURITY COUNCIL PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT ON THE RECEN 
INCIDENT IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 

The Security Council deeply regrets the loss of life and injuries resulting from t e 
use of force during the Israeli military operation in international waters against t e 
convoy sailing to Gaza. The Council, in this context, condemns those acts whi h 
resulted in the loss of at least ten civilians and many wounded, and expres es 
its condolences to their families. 

The Security Council requests the immediate release of the ships as well as t e 
civilians held by Israel. The Council urges Israel to permit full consular access, to 
allow the countries concerned to retrieve their deceased and wounded immediate y, 
and to ensure the delivery of humanitarian assistance from the convoy to ts 
destination. 

The Security Council takes note of the statement of the UN Secretary-General n 
the need to have a full investigation into the matter and it calls for a prom t, 
impartial, credible and transparent investigation conforming to intematio al 
standards. 

The Security Council stresses that the situation in Gaza is not sustainable. T e 
Council re-emphasizes the importance of the full implementation of Resolutio s 
1850 and 1860. In that context, it reiterates its grave concern at the humanitari n 
situation in Gaza and stresses the need for sustained and regular flow of goods a d 
people to Gaza as well as unimpeded provision and distribution of humanitari n 
assistance throughout Gaza. · 
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The Security Council underscores that the only viable solution to Israe i­
Palestinian conflict is an agreement negotiated between the parties and e­
emphasizes that only a two-State solution, with an independent and via le 
Palestinian State living side by side in peace and security with Israel and its o 
neighbours, could bring peace to the region. 

The Security Council expresses support for the proximity talks and voices cone m 
that this incident took place while the proximity talks are underway and urges e 
parties to act with restraint, avoiding any unilateral and provocative actions, and 11 
international partners to promote an atmosphere of cooperation between the part es 
and throughout the region. 
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NEA Press Guidance 
June 1, 2010 

[RELEASED IN PART BSI 

Israel/Palestinians: Uf.i),~~jl! Raid on Free Gaza Flotilla 
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For Immediate Release 
2010/ 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesman 

May31,20 0 

DRAFT STATEMENT BY PHILIP J. CROWLEY, 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Free Gaza Flotilla 

·- .. ·--------~------------------------~ 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

85 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141877 Date: 12/12/2012 _...__. 



StateDept03481

UNCLA::i::ilt-lt::U U.::i. uepartment or ::itate case NO. t--:<U1U-U41ti;j uoc NO. CU!:>141tsf ( uate: 1L/1L/LU1:< 

Drafted by: NEA/PPD: M Rainey 

Approved by: D(S): J Steinberg 
NEA/FO: J Feltman 
NEA/FO: M Connelly 
SEMEP: D Hale ok 
SEMEP: M Rudman ok 

Cleared by: NEA/IP A: T Goldberger ok 
NEA/IPA: T Holmstrom ok 
NEA: A Djerassi ok 
CAJOCS/ACS: M Bernier-Toth ok 
P: R Waller ok 
D(S): G Rana ok 
CG Jerusalem ok 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05141877 Date: 12/12/2012 



StateDept03482

Ul~l,LA'=>'=>lrlt:U U.'=>. uepan:mem OT ;:,rare <.,ase l~O. r-LU'IU-U4rn,; uoc NO. L,U:J'l4UOU'I uare: 'I 'l/'l:J/LU'IL 

I 

[fi_ELEASED IN FULLI 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 6:30 PM 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda; Harris, Robert K; Pamper, Stephen E; Perina, Alex~ndra H; 

Banos, Mariano H 
Cc: Sachar, Alon (NENIPA) 
Subject: FW: UN SYG's Spokesman on Gaza flotilla investigation 

____ ..... ___ -·----·-··-·" --- , ..• " 

From: Mcleod, Mary (USUN) 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 6:26 PM 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G; Gorove, Katherine M; Donoghue, Joan E 
Subject: Fw: UN SYG's Spokesman on Gaza flotilla investigation 

From: Schedlbauer, Amy W 
To: Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Barks-Ruggles, Erica J; Anderson, Brooke D (USUN); Cousens, Elizabeth (USUN) , 
Cc: Chang, Min (USUN); Delaurentis, Jeffrey A (USUN); Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); B$ss, 
Warren; Clark, Linda R (USUN); Mcleod, Mary (USUN) I 
Sent: Mon Jun 14 18:20:31 2010 I 
Subject: FW: UN SYG's Spokesman on Gaza flotilla investigation 

The SYG's spokesman did make the following comments today about the Gaza flotilla investigation which I've ~hared 
with the Department. I 

I 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. I 

I 
I 

-·· ... - - .. ------ ··------- ........ --1----
From: Schedlbauer, Amy W 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 6:19 PM · I 
To: NEA-SEMEP-Dl; NEA-IPA-Dl; Morrison, Andrew l; Naranjo, Brian R; Bass, Warren; Dstermeier, Amy A; l 
'Scott_W._Busby@nss.eop.gov'; Kumar, Prem G. 
Cc: Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); Powell, Catherine; Rand, Dafna H; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Baily, Jess L; Wa ers, John 
R; Pilz, Amanda C I 
Subject: UN SYG's Spokesman on G;lza flotilla investigation I 

From today's noon UN Press briefing: I 

http://www.un.org/News/ossg/hilites.shtml 

• 

SECRETARY-GENERAL'S PROPOSAL FOR INVESTIGATION INTO 31 MAY INCIDENT REMAINS ON THE TA I LE 

Asked about the Israeli announcement on their inquiry into the 31 May flotilla incident, the Spokesper*on said 
that a thorough Israeli investigation is important and could fit with the Secretary-General's proposal, Which 
would fully meet the international community's expectation for a credible and impartial investigation. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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I 
• The Secretary-General's proposal for an international inquiry remains on the table, Haq said, and he hlpes for a 

positive Israeli response. 

• He added, in response to further questions, that the Secretary-General believed that an international 
investigation would meet the criteria set forth in the Security Council's 1 June Presidential Statement ol ran 
investigation that is thorough, prompt, impartial and credible. 

I 
• At the same time, the Secretary-General has repeatedly stressed the need for an Israeli accounting of ]he 

incident. 

• Asked why the Secretary-General believes the door remains open for Israeli acceptance of an internati nal 
inquiry, the Spokesperson said that the Secretary-General's contacts on the issue have continued. Ind scussions 
with Israeli officials, including the Foreign Minister, the Secretary-General's proposals have not been r jected. 

• At the same time, Haq said, with discussions on the initiative continuing, no final proposal has been lo mally 

conveyed to the parties. 

Amy Sched/bauer 
Political Officer 
United States Mission to the United Nations 
tel: 212-415-4226 fax: 212-415-4415 cell: 646-510-0038 
www.usun.state.gov 
Follow us on Twitter and Facebook 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Law, Rosemar C 
[RELEASED IN FUL,Jd 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Monday, June 07, 2010 2:17 PM 
Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn 
FW: An Ambush at Sea: Understanding the Gaza Flotilla Operation (PolicyWatch 111665 by 
Jeffrey White) 

Attachments: image001.png 

From: Michael Eisenstadt [mailto:Michael_Eisenstadt@washingtoninstitute.org] 
Sent: Monday, June 07, 2010 2:14 PM 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Subject: An Ambush at Sea: Understanding the Gaza Flotilla Operation (PolicyWatch #1665 by Jeffrey White) 

Follow the Insti ute on 

An Ambush at Sea: Understanding the Gaza Flotilla Operation 
Uy Jeffrey White 
June 7, 2010 

Somc1hing has been lost in the heated discussion surrounding the Gaza "freedom flotilla" incident -- namely, an assessment 

I 
I 
' I 

I 
I 
I of what actually happened before and during the Israeli operation. Dissecling the incident's serious consequences-is 

important, as is debating alternative Israeli options or questions of international law. But responding intelligently to the event[ 

requires a better understanding of the operational details -- that is, how the Israel Defense Forces Navy (IDFN) and its violenl 

opponents conducted themselves. 

Two dramatically different narratives of the May 31 operation have already emerged. One is that of an lsrneli "assault" on thd 

llotil la and the "massacre" of "peace activists." This narrative has been adopted wholesale by much of the world without I 
critical scrutiny, let alone analysis. The other narrative, put forth by the Israelis, is of a naval operation that went bad when 

the boarding panies were violently attacked on one of the six ships. 

This story is far from over. However, video footage provided by the Arab media and the IDF, as well as accounts by Israeli 

commando personnel and non-Israeli reporters and activists on the ships, have provided greater clarity on what happened on 

the Mavi Marmara, and why it happened the way it did. 

I 
The Clrnllenge I 
In the lead-up to the violent incident, six ships carrying a collection of European leftists, humanil.:1.rians, radical Palestinians, I 
and Turkish lslamists atlempled to run the Israeli blockade. This coalition of "peaceful activists" had definite goals in mind. 1~· 

they failed to run the blockade, they intended to create an incident that would embarrass Lhe Israelis. Some of the lslamists 

1 

expressed a desire or willingness to become martyrs. ll now seems clear that within the overall group of activists, and 

concentrated on one ship, was a sub-clement that hoped to spark a very public and violent clash with the IDFN. 
I 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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be breached, massively and publicly. This would have been a substantial victory for Hamas, no doubt to be followed by 

additional altt:mpls. On the other hand, launching a naval aclion to stop, board, and divert the notilla ran the risk of po1ential 

violence. This risk would have been real even if the Israelis had waited until the ships were no longer in international waters, 

as some have suggested they might have done. Reportedly, other options were considered, including disabling the ships, but 

these, too, posed diplomatic risks and dangers for the ships and passengers. ln the end the decision was to stop, board, and 

divert in international waters. 

The Assessment 
Judging from the available evidence, both the activists and the IDFN had clear conceptions about how this event would 

unfold, and they prepared accordingly. First, it is important to distinguish between the activists. The primary concern for the 

purposes of this discussion is the radical activists -- a sizable minority who were prepared to fight the IDFN. This element 

was prcpured to carry out a quasi military-style ambush of the boarding forces. They were organized, armed, and equipped 

for fighting. They exhibited purposeful behavior, and they executed their violent actions under direction. 

The Israelis seemed to define the situation as one of crowd or riot control, believing that any violence would be similar to Lhlt 

seen Jn West Bank demonstrations (e.g., stone throwing, spitting, shoving). This does not mean that they thought the missio 

would be an easy one. 

neh~ I 
The radical activists on the Mavi Marmara reportedly numbered between 60 and 100. Prior to the boarding operation, they I 
appeared to organize themselves into ce11s stationed primarily on the upper deck. The cells were to be employed againsl 

Israeli t'orces boarding from helicopters and speedboats. 

These forces had equipment appropriale to their missions. Envisioning a dose battle, many had hand held weapons such as 

knives, metal rods, clubs, firebombs, steel chains, and slingshots. Others had anti-boarding equipment, including hooks, saw , 

and poles, to fend off Israeli forces. It is unclear whether they initially had any firearms, although during the postincidenl 

search of the ship the Israelis found some evidence of this. 

Videos from Arab media, taken while the flotilla was preparing to sail, indicate that some passengers were in a combative 
1

1 stale of mind, singing jihadist songs, proclaiming readiness for martyrdom, and voicing Islam isl slogans. And the ferocity of 

1he attuck on the lsraeli naval commandos shows that the radical activists were ready lo act on this sentiment. I 

On 1he Israeli side, the I DFN deployed as mall ao1illa of missile craft and patrol boa ls, with naval commandos of Sha ye/el 11 
serving as the primary boarding force. The navy had time to prepare for the action -- intelligence assets had been monitoring I 
the "peace flotilla" for days, and boarding rehearsals were conducted, The JDFN reportedly knew that the Mavi Marmara ha1 

a radical element on board and concentrated its attention on thal ship. l 
Based on comments by Israeli participants in the action, the rules of engagement (ROE) apparently focused on minimal use i 
of force, not overreacting to provocation and not shooting unless facing an immediate deadly threat. Al least some of lhe 

1 boarding forces were equipped with riot-control weapons (paintball guns, stun/tear gas grenades) and carried semiautomatic 

pistols. Again, the state of mind among IDFN forces apparently was that this was not a combat action. This is clearly evident 

in how the boarding forces and those watching from other ships reacted with surprise and shock to the radical activists' 

assault. 

The Fight 
The IDFN had good military reasons for conducting lhe·operation when and where it did. First, Israeli forces had the 

advantage of good night-vision capabilities. Boarding at night also increased the probability that most of the passengers 

would be usleep in their cahins and away from the immediate action. That seems to have been the case on some of the ships. 

As for location, the operation was carried oul some eighty miles off the coast, far enough away to reduce the chances of 

observation or interference by other parties. In addition, as the flotilla approached Gaza, tension and alertness among the 

participants would likely have increased. Moreover, waiting until the flotilla was wit~in the twenty-mile blockade zone migh 
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nol have given the navy enough time to complete the process of warning, boarding, and taking control of the ships. 

The actual fighting involved only the Mavi Marmara, the largest of the group with as many as 700 passengers. The boarding 

wa~ carried out from both helicopters and speedbo~ts. 

There is clear evidence from the available videos lhal the commandos took a noncombat approach. Although some activists 

claim the ship was fired on from the sea or from helicopters, there was no visible preparatory fire by lethal weapons to c!eur 

the decks. II is very unlikely that those activists seen waiting for the Israelis to board would have been exposed in the open if 

they had been under fire. 

The fighting can be separated into two actions: the main one on the upper deck against the commandos landing from 

helicopters, and one against forces boarding from speedboats. In both cases, the evidence indicates !hat the radical nctivists 

initialed the fighting. 

Some forty or more activists reportedly engaged the heliborne commandos. According to Israeli participants in the fight, 

these activists were organized into cells. IDF video footage shows commandos fast-roping to the upper deck via helicopter 

with their weapons stowed. They continued to come down one by one, even in the fac.e of assaults. Further footage and 

firsthand accounts from commandos depicl an organized effort to seize 1he boarders and beal them wi1h clubs, Sleel rods, 

knives, and other weapons. The activisls also used at least one Molotov-cocktail-type device and a stun grenade. Throughout 

the available footage, Israeli commandos are clearly seen simply trying to stay alive. Three or four of the commandos were 

seized and taken below decks, according to IDF reports and news reporters' accounts, but were reunited with their comrades I 
as the commandos look control of the ship. I 

IDF video also shows significant violent resistance by activists to the boarding from speedboats, including the use of a stun I 
grenade, employment of fire hoses, and the wielding of clubs and chains. Video from a ship security camera supporls this 

assessment. For e)(ample, one can see an organized cell wilh a leader giving direction; preparation for combat, including lhc 

issuing of weapons and donning of gas masks; employment of slingshots and other weapons before any Israeli soldiers can bj 

seen on deck; no evidence of any live fire by Israelis before the- activists take action; and no women, children, or elderly 

individuals present. I 

The commandos initially seemed to use minimal force. Arab media video footage shows some of them carrying riot-control 

weapons, and various personnel reported shooting paintballs at activists' legs. In a postincident interview, one of the Mavi 

Ma,-,nara passengers stated: "At first they used stun grenades, tear gas grenades, and rubber bullets." What reportedly 

triggered the use of lethal force was the activists' gunfire, with weapons either taken from seized commandos or already in I 
their possession. Israeli fire killed nine -- by Israeli accounlS all of them radical activists involved in the assault -- and 

1 wounded thirty or more. Most of the deaths reportedly occurred during one violent assault on the commandos, during which 

six of the nine were killed by close-range pistol shots. According to the Turkish autopsy report, all of the activists were kille~ 
by 9 mm ammunition, indicating that lhe commandos did not employ assault rifles or machineguns. The close-range nature of 

I 
the wounds lo the nine killed also suggests that there was no fire from Israeli helicopters or ships. Seven Israelis were 

WOtJnded, two seriously. Israeli commando injuries included gunshot and knife wounds, and blunt force trnuma from clubs. 

Conclusions 
The IDFN did not set out for a bloody confrontation, but it ended up in one. For their part, a core group of radical activists 

clearly appear to have planned on a bloody incident and got what they wanted. Yet much of the world has uncritically 

accepted the narrative of Israeli "assault" and "massacre." 

The IDFN did not "assault" the ship -- they attempted to board a noncompliant vessel and lo Lake control of it, if need be, 

using crowd- und riot-control tactics. They had not planned on engaging in close combat, and they acted accordingly until 

attacked. No one can look at the video of Israeli forces reacting to the first violent acts without noting their surprise and 

shock. And no one can look at this footage and reasonably label the resistance passive or peac.efu!. This was a well-planned 

ambush, another case of extremists hidirig behind civilians to conduct an attack, and completely in keeping with the 

asymmetric way in \Vhich groups like Hamas wage war. Israel's opponents will likely attempt to employ such tactics again in 

the hope ol' breaking the Gaza blockade. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

[RE[EASED IN FULi] 

Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 10:10 AM 
Dolan, JoAnn 
Jacobson, Linda; Goldberger, Thomas H 
FW: Situation Report No. 3 - Gaza Flotilla (SBU) 

Note the name of the straggler ship! 

----· ---------· -·--- -- -·- .. --·-··· . 

From: OpsAlert 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 5:31 AM 
Subject: Situation Report No. 3 - Gaza Flotilla (SBU) 

SENSITIVE 13\JT UNCLASSIFfED 

SITUATION REPORT No. 3 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group MGGZOl 

Tuesday, June 1, 2010 

I 

STATUS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS 

0530 EDT j 
(SBU) Embassy Tel Aviv expects to visit shortly the nine American citizens detained on June L We h ve no 
reports of any deaths or serious injuries involving American citizens on the flotilla, although one was ipjured 
while taking part in a protest in Jerusalem and has been hospitalized. No additional Americans have bren 
deported. (MGGZOJ/Embassy Tel Aviv e-mail) I 

ADDITIONAL FREE GAZA SHIP EN ROUTE 
(SBU) A final ship in the flotilla, the Cambodian-flagged MV Rachel Corrie, is traveling through the 
Mediterranean from Ireland. It is anticipated the ship will approach Gaza June 3. The Israeli governmrnt has 
not determined how it will respond. J 

(MGGZOJ/Embassy Tel Aviv e-mail) I 

MAJORITY OF PASSENGERS NOW IN ISRAELI DETENTION 1 
(U) Approximately 480 passengers are now in Israeli detention and 48 have been deported to their ho e 
countries. ljpost.com) 

ISRAELI ARABS CALL GENERAL STRIKE ~ 
(U) Israeli Arab leaders have called for a general strike, which is expected to impact many communiti s in the 
north of Israel. (MGGZOJ/Embassy Tel Aviv e-mail) 

I 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS I 
• ( U) The UN Security Council adopted a Presidential Statement that expresses deep regret for "the [loss of 

life and injuries resulting from the use of force during the Israeli military operation in international raters 
against the convoy sailing to Gaza." The statement requests a prompt investigation by Israel and tI 
immediate release of the detainees and ships. (MGGZOJ/USUN e-mail) 

• (SBU) The UN Human Rights Council convened a general debate at 0400 EDT to discuss the lsra Ii 
response to the flotilla. (MGGZOJ/USUN Geneva e-mail) 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revie;;.,:;erj 
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• (SDU) At Turkey's request, the North Atlantic Council will meet at 0830 EDT in Brussels. They may seek 
a statement along the lines of the UNSC statement. (MGGZOJ/USNATO telcon) 

WASHINGTON MEETINGS WITH FM DAVUTOGLU 
(SBU) Both Secretary Clinton and NSAJones will meet with Turkish FM Davotoglu June 1, following his 
arrival from New York. (MGGZOJ/Turkey Desk e-mail) I 

I 
INTERNATIONAL REACTION I 
• (SBU) Palestinian Territories: Small demonstrations are occurring throughout the West Bank an1 Gaza. 

(Jerusalem 922) I 
• (U) Australia: PM Rudd condemned "any use of violence under the sorts of circumstances we hwe seen" 

and called for the lifting of the blockade of Gaza. (abc.net.au) [ 
• (U) China: The Chinese Foreign Ministry expressed shock at the Israeli attack and urged Israel t 

seriously implement UN Security Council resolutions and improve the humanitarian situation in G a. 
( chinadaily.com.cn) I 

• ( U) Pakistan: President Zardari issued a statement describing the incident as "brutal and inhuma1.'' 
( dai/ytimes.com.pk) 

For more information on the Gaza Flotilla, please see the Ops portal at the following link: 
http://www.intelink.gov/wiki/Portal:Gaza Flotilla 2010 

Drafted: WJRcisser Approved: ?Slattery 
Dist Stale (all bureaus), NSS, OSD, NMCC, JCS, CIA, OSC, NCTC, DHS 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 
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I 
!RELEASED IN FULLI 

Law, Rosemary C 
I 

Schwartz, Jonathan B I 
Monday, June 14, 2010 3:42 PM I 

From: 
Sent: 
To: Harris, Robert K; Gorove, Katherine M; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn; Banos, Mariano H; 

Pamper, Stephen E; Perina, Alexandra H 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Johnson, Clifton M 
FW: Israeli Government decision establishing Independent Public Committee 
Flotilla - Commission - Gov Decision - ENG.docx 

From: Mcleod, Mary (USUN) 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 3:38 PM 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G; Donoghue, Joan E 
Subject: Fw: Israeli Government decision establishing Independent Public Committee 

In case you haven't seen this yet. 

' From: Schedlbauer, Amy W I 
To: Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); McLeod, Mary (USUN); Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Bass, Warren; 
Barks-Ruggles, Erica J; Anderson, Brooke D (USUN); Cousens, Elizabeth (USUN); Delaurentis, Jeffrey A (USUN) I 
Cc: Clark, Linda R (USUN); Chang, Min (USUN) 
Sent: Mon Jun 14 15:33:02 2010 
Subject: Israeli Government decision establishing Independent Public Committee 

Here· s the decision, as received from the Israeli mission. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

Government Establishes Independent Public Committee 
(Communicated by the Prime Minister's Office) 

At the start of the 57th Government Meeting, the Prime Minister said: 

"In consultation with Justice Minister Yaakov Neeman and Attorney General Yehuda Weinstein, I am, 
today, submitting to the Cabinet a draft decision on establishing a special, independent publici 
commission to inquire into the events of 31.5.10. , 

I 
Two main principles guided us in proposing the establishment of the commission. First is ma~ntaining 
IDF soldiers' freedom of action and the credibility of the IDF investigation. According to the p1oposal, 
except for IDF Chief-of-Staff Lt.-Gen. Gaby Ashkenazi, IDF soldiers will not testify before the , 
Commission. The IDF, via the team - chaired by Maj.-Gen. (ret.) Giora Eiland -that Chief-oflStaff 
Lt.-Gen. Ashkenazi has established will transfer to the Commission the summaries of its oper?ttional 
investigations. 

[@'VIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revie~ 
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I 

The second principle that guided us is providing a credible and convincing response to the I 
responsible countries in the international community about the events, especially in the conteI of 
international Jaw. I am convinced that the Commission's uncovering of the facts will prove th t the 
goals and actions of the State of Israel and the IDF were appropriate defensive actions in ac ordance 
with the highest international standards. i 

I 

I estimate that the Cabinet'.s decision this morning to establish a special, independent public I 
commission will make it clear to the entire world that the State of Israel acts according to law,j 
transparently, and with full responsibility." 

========== 

The Minister of Justice and the Attorney-General presented the Government with a resolutiorl 
regarding appointing an independent public committee, headed by Emeritus Supreme Court ~udge, 
Yaakov Terkel, to examine the events at sea of May 31, 2010. After the Government discuss~d the 
resolution, it decided unanimously: I 
1. To appoint an independent public Commission, headed by former Supreme Court Justice, Jacob 
Turkel, to examine the aspects set out herein relating to the actions taken by the State of lsrafl to 
prevent vessels from reaching the coast of the Gaza Strip on 31 May 201 O (hereinafter: the , 
Commission). 

2. The composition of the Commission: 

Members: 

. Justice (Ret.) Jacob Turkel, Chairperson 
Shabtai Rosenne, Member 
Amos Horev, Member 

Two observers will be apppinted to the Commission as detailed in paragraph 3: 

3. In light of the exceptional circumstances of the incident, it was decided to appoint two forei~n 
experts who will serve as observers that will take part in the hearings and deliberations of the 
Commission, although they will not have the right to vote in relation to the proceedings and I 
conclusions of the Commission. I 

Lord David Trimble, Observer 
Ken Watkin, Observer 

I 
I 
I 

4. The Commission will submit its conclusions on the question of whether the actions set out In 
paragraph 1 and their objectives, as well as additional matters involved therein, were in confo~mity 
with the rules of international law. I 

For this purpose, the Commission will address the following issues: I 
! 

a) Examination of the security circumstances surrounding the imposition of the naval bloc~ade on 
the Gaza Strip and the conformity of the naval blockade with the rules of international law. I 

I 

b) The conformity of the actions taken by Israel to enforce the naval blockade in the incidert of 31 
May 201 O with the rules of international law. 

1 
2 

I 
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I 

I 

c) Examination of the actions taken by the organizers of the flotilla and its participants, as ~ell as 
their identity. I 

5. In addition, the Commission will examine the question of whether the mechanism for examining 
and investigating complaints and claims raised in relation to violations of the laws of armed c<Dnflict, 
as conducted in Israel generally, and as implemented with regard to the present incident, conrorm 
with the obligations of the State of Israel under the rules of international law. I 

B. I 

a) The Commission may request any individual or entity, whether Israeli or foreign, to testify defore it 
or to provide information to it by other means, on matters which the Commission believes to tle 
relevant to its proceedings. I 

b) Every relevant governmental body will cooperate fully with the Commission and will make ivailable 
to the Commission information and documents required by it for the purposes of performing it~ 
function, including through testimony before the Commission. ! 
c) Notwithstanding the above in subsections (a) and (b), with regard to its examination of the fnilitary 
actions set out in paragraph 4(b) of this resolution, in respect of personnel of the military and pther 
security forces the Commission will operate exclusively in the following manner: it will receive! for its 
review the documents it requires and will also be able to request from the Head of the Milita~ 
Investigative Team authorized by the IDF Chief of the General Staff to transfer for its review t~e 
summary findings of the operational investigations carried out following the incident. 
If after reviewing the said summary findings of the operational investigations the Commission I 
considers that there exists a need for more in-depth or broader investigations, it will be able t<D 
request from the Head of the Military Investigative Team authorized by the IDF Chief of Gene~al Staff 
to issue an order to do so, and to transfer for the review of the Commission the summary findings of 
the operational investigations to be gathered in this context. I 

d) However, notwithstanding the above in subsection (c), the Commission may request any / 
information from the Prime Minister, the Minister of Defence, other Ministers and the IDF Chief-of-
Staff, including through testimony before the Commission. _ j 

7. The Commission will establish its own schedule and method of work. Commission hearing~ will be 
public or closed, as will be determined by the Commission. However, the Commission will no~ hold a 
public hearing if such a hearing could endanger national security or the State's foreign relatio~s, or if 
in the view of the Commission another legal reason exists to this effect. I 

' I 
8. The Commission Chairperson may determine that certain documents or certain informatio~ will not 
be made available to the Observers, if he/she believes that revealing such information to the1 is 
almost certain to cause substantial harm to national security or to the State's foreign relations1 

I 
9. The Commission may authorize qualified persons to gather material needed for the work ot the 
Commission and to assist the Commission in its duties. I 

10. Upon completion of its work, the Commission will submit to the Government, by way of th~ Prime 
Minister, a report. 1 

I 
I 

11. The Commission will publish its report soon after its submission to the Government. How~ver, 
those sections of the report with regard to which the Commission is convinced, after hearing t~e 

3 I 
' I 
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I 
opinion of the authorized bodies, that their pub)ication could cause substantial harm to nationhl 
security, foreign relations, or the well-being or privacy of an individual, or to confidential operational 
methods of an authorized entity, will not be published. I 

12. Upon completion of its work, the Commission will deposit all of the minutes of its proceed\ngs, as 
well as all of the material brought before it, in the State archive. i 

13. The Ministry of Finance will provide the Commission with a budget for employing assista11ce staff, 
the scope of which will be determined by the Commission, in accordance with its needs, as 
determined by the Commission. In addition, the Office of the Prime Minister will provide the I 
Commission with all the means required by it to carry out its duties. I 

14. The Government takes note of the statement of the Attorney General that in light of the vila1 public 
interest in allowing the Commission to seek the truth, law enforcement agencies will not mak~ use of 
testimonies given before the Commission or before those individuals tasked with collecting I 
information for the Commission, as evidence in a legal proceeding. I 

4 

I 
ff111!1jln 'Pl< - lll"1lll'Nli lJ"T'll 'nri 
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I 

I 
! 
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14 June 2010 

Government Establishes Independent Public Committee 
(Communicated by the Prime Minister's Office) 

At the start of the 57th Government Meeting, the Prime Minister said: 

"In consultation with Justice Minister Yaakov Neeman and Attorney General 
Yehuda Weinstein, I am, today, submitting to the Cabinet a draft decision on 
establishing a special, independent public commission to inquire into the events 
of 31.5.1 o. 

Two main principles guided us in proposing the establishment of the commission. 
First is maintaining IDF soldiers' freedom of action and the credibility of the IDF 
investigation. According to the proposal, except for IDF Chief-of-Staff Lt.-Gen. 
Gaby Ashkenazi, IDF soldiers will not testify before the Commission. The IDF, 
via the team - chaired by Maj.-Gen. (rel.) Giora Eiland - that Chief-of-Staff Lt.­
Gen. Ashkenazi has established will transfer to the Commission the summaries 
of its operational investigations. 

The second principle that guided us is providing a credible and convincing 
response to the responsible countries in the international community about the 
events, especially in the context of international law. I am convinced that the 
Commission's uncovering of the facts will prove that the goals and actions of the 
State of Israel and the IDF were appropriate defensive actions in accordance 
with the highest international standards. 

I estimate that the Cabinet's decision this morning to establish a special, 
independent public commission will make it clear to the entire world that the 
State of Israel acts according to law, transparently, and with full responsibility." 

========== 

I 
' 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

The Minister of Justice and the Attorney-General presented the Government with I 
a resolution regarding appointing an independent public committee, headed by I 

I 
!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revieweij 
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Emeritus Supreme Court Judge, Yaakov Terkel, to examine the events at sea of 
May 31, 201 o. After the Government discussed the resolution, it decided 
unanimously: 

1. To appoint an independent public Commission, headed by former Supreme 
Court Justice, Jacob Turkel, to examine the aspects set out herein relating to the 
actions taken by the State of Israel to prevent vessels from reaching the coast of 
the Gaza Strip on 31 May 201 O (hereinafter: the Commission). 

2. The composition of the Commission: 

Members: 

Justice (Ret.) Jacob Turkel, Chairperson 
Shabtai Rosenne, Member 
Amos Horev, Member 

Two observers will be appointed to the Commission as detailed in paragraph 3: 

3. In light of the exceptional circumstances of the incident, it was decided to 
appoint two foreign experts who will serve as observers that will take part in the 
hearings and deliberations of the Commission, although they will not have the 
right to vote in relation to the proceedings and conclusions of the Commission. 

Lord David Trimble, Observer 
Ken Watkin, Observer 

4. The Commission will submit its conclusions on the question of whether the 
actions set out in paragraph 1 and their objectives, as well as additional matters 
involved therein, were in conformity with the rules of international law. 

For this purpose, the Commission will address the following issues: 

a) Examination of the security circumstances surrounding the imposition of 
the naval blockade on the Gaza Strip and the conformity of the naval blockade 
with the rules of international law. 

b) The conformity of the actions taken by Israel to enforce the naval blockade 
in the incident of 31 May 201 O with the rules of international law. 

c) Examination of the actions taken by the organizers of the flotilla and its 
participants, as well as their identity. 

5. In addition, the Commission will examine the question of whether the 
mechanism for examining and investigating complaints and claims raised in 
relation to violations of the laws of armed conflict, as conducted in Israel 

I 
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generally, and as implemented with regard to the present incident, conform with 
the obligations of the State of Israel under the rules of international law. 

6. 

a) The Commission may request any individual or entity, whether Israeli or 
foreign, to testify before it or to provide information to it by other means, on 
matters which the Commission believes to be relevant to its proceedings. 

b) Every relevant governmental body will cooperate fully with the Commission 
and will make available to the Commission information and documents required 
by it for the purposes of performing its function, including through testimony 
before the Commission. 

c) Notwithstanding the above in subsections (a) and (b), with regard to its 
examination of the military actions set out in paragraph 4(b) of this resolution, in 
respect of personnel of the military and other security forces the Commission will 
operate exclusively in the following manner: it will receive for its review the 
documents it requires and will also be able to request from the Head of the 
Military Investigative Team authorized by the IDF Chief of the General Staff to 
transfer for its review the summary findings of the operational investigations 
carried out following the incident. 
If after reviewing the said summary findings of the operational investigations the 
Commission considers that there exists a need for more in-depth or broader 
investigations, it will be able to request from the Head of the Military Investigative 
Team authorized by the IDF Chief of General Staff to issue an order to do so, 
and to transfer for the review of the Commission the summary findings of the 
operational investigations to be gathered in this context. 

d) However, notwithstanding the above in subsection (c), the Commission may 
request any information from the Prime Minister, the Minister of Defence, other 
Ministers and the IDF Chief-of-Staff, including through testimony before the 
Commission. 

7. The Commission will establish its own schedule and method of work. 
Commission hearings will be public or closed, as will be determined by the 
Commission. However, the Commission will not hold a public hearing if such a 
hearing could endanger national security or the State's foreign relations, or if in 
the view of the Commission another leg8:1 reason exists to this effect. 

B. The Commission Chairperson may determine that certain documents or 
certain information will not be made available to the Observers, if he/she believes 
that revealing such information to them is almost certain to cause substantial 
harm to national security or to the State's foreign relations. 

! 

I 
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9. The Commission may authorize qualified persons to gather material needed 
for the work of the Commission and to assist the Commission in its duties. 

1 O. Upon completion of its work, the Commission will submit to the Government, 
by way of the Prime Minister, a report. 

11. The Commission will publish its report soon after its submission to the 
Government. However, those sections of the report with regard to which the 
Commission is convinced, after hearing the opinion of the authorized bodies, that 
their publication could cause substantial harm to national security, foreign 
relations, or the well-being or privacy of an individual, or to confidential 
operational methods of an authorized entity, will not be published. 

12. Upon completion of its work, the Commission will deposit all of the minutes of 
its proceeding.s, as well as all of the material brought before it, in the State 
archive. 

13. The Ministry of Finance will provide the Commission with a budget for 
employing assistance staff, the scope of which will be determined by the 
Commission, in accordance with its rreeds, as determined by the Commission. In 
addition, the Office of the Prime Minister will provide the Commission with all the 
means required by it to carry out its duties. 

14. The Government takes note of the statement of the Attorney General that in 
light of the vital public interest in allowing the Commission to seek the truth, law 
enforcement agencies will not make use of testimonies given before the 
Commission or before those individuals tasked with collecting information for the 
Commission, as evidence in a legal proceeding. 

n1Jl!.lj7n 'l~N - ono1•111 JJl'IJ 'na 
2010 'JI' 14 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Schwartz, Jonathan 8 
Thursday, June 03, 2010 10:31 AM 
Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda 

I 

I 

[NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS REDACTEDf 
' 

Subject: Fw: xlation of the Arab League Resolution I 
Attachments: EN AL Res Israeli Attack on Flotilla 02 June 201 O.docx; AR AL Res Israeli Attac on 

Flotilla 02 June 201 O.docx - - -

From: Knopf, Payton L 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: Thu Jun 03 10:26:24 2010 
Subject: FW: xlation of the Arab League Resolution 

From: Blome, Donald A 
To: Scobey, Margaret; Tueller, Matthew H; Hale, David M; Shampaine, Nicole D; Rubinstein, Daniel H; Connelly, Maura 
Cc: Sievers, Marc J; Waters, John R : 
Sent: Thu Jun 03 04:17:40 2010 I 
Subject: FW: xlation of the Arab League Resolution 

Final text with Embassy translation 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Najeeb, Usama M 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 10:59 AM 
To: Rosenstock, Matthew S; Watkins, Todd J; Blome, Donald A; Perry, Laura M 
Subject: xlation of the Arab League Resolution 

Enclosed is the Arabic original and unofficial English translation of the Arab League resolutions issued yesterday at the 
foreign ministers' meeting. I 

Thank You 
Usama Najeeb 

[REVIEV\{AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revieweij 
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Law, Rosemary C 
[RELEASED IN FULL! 

From: Sullivan, David B 
Sent: 
To: 

Friday, June 11, 2010 11 :41 AM 
Legal-HRR-DL; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Fyi. DBS 

Khanna, Melanie J; Mansfield, Anna M; Martin, Julie B; Thomas, Tina 
FW: UN Special Rapporteur Statement on Flotilla Inquiry 
Statement on Flotilla Inquiry.pd!; Inquiry study.pd! 

·- -·- ~---- .. ----------
from: Knuckey, Sarah [mailto:sarah.knuckey@nyu.edu] 
Sent: Friday, June 11, 2010 11:17 AM 
To: Knuckey, Sarah 
Subject: UN Special Rapporteur Statement on Flotilla Inquiry 

11 June 2010 

Release of UN Special Rapporteur Statement on Flotilla Inquiry 

Today, Professor Philip Alston, the UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial executions, released a statement calling for 
any Israeli Inquiry into the flotilla incident to be set up in accordance with international standards. He stated that for 
the inquiry to be credible, it must be independent of the government, it must be given full legal authority to irlvestigate, 
and its final report must be made public. He also stated that it must be able to interview all key witnesses, including 

military personnel, and that it should have access to all video and other records of the incident, including thos~ 
confiscated from civilians. 

His comments were based on conclusions drawn from his previous detailed study on the international standar~s 
relevant to inquiries. 

The statement and the inquiry study are attached. For further information on the mandate of the Special Raphorteur, 
and for access to his reports, please visit www.extrajudicialexecutions.org. I 

Regards, 

Sarah 

San1h Knuckey 
Senior Advisor to the UN Special Rapporteur on extra judicial executions 
Director, Project on Extrajudicial Executions 
Center ti:>-r Hu1nan Right5 and Global Justice, NYU School of Law 
110 West Third St., Rm. 204, New York, NY 10012 
http: I /wvvw. extra j ud i cialexecutions.org 
sara h.knurkey@nyu.edy 
+ I.917.685.909H (cell] I+ 1.212.992.8873 (work] 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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!RELEASED IN FULLI 

PRESS STATEMENT 

To be credible, Israeli Inquiry must be given the capacity to !ind the facts, says UN 
expert 

1 l June 2010: 

"Any inquiry set up by Israel to investigate the Gaza flotilla incident must be given a 
genuine capacity to find the facts", according to Philip Alston, the UN's independent 
expert on extrajudicial executions. "Without that capacity, an inquiry will simply not be 
considered credible," he said. Alston noted that, "there are several indispensable 
requirements for any such commission of inquiry to comply with international standards. 
First, it must be independent of the government. Second it must be given full legal 
authority to obtain direct access to all relevant evidence, including the key witnesses. 
And third, its final report must be made public and not left to the discretion of the 
Government." Alston said that if these requirements are met, a domestic commission of 
inquiry can make an important contribution to resolving the human rights issues raised by 
the raid on the flotilla. 

Alston noted that he was basing his comments on conclusions drawn from his previous 
detailed study on the international standards for inquiries, and on his investigations and 
reports to the UN on killings and accountability issues in countries around the world. 
(See A!HRC/8/3). 

"Giving the commission the capacity to find the facts means that it must be able to 
subpoena and interview all key witnesses, including the military personnel concerned and 
some of the passengers on the ships," Alston stated. "It must also have access to all 
video and other records of the incident, including those confiscated from civilians. 
Without this information, the available evidence would be clearly one-sided and 
insufficient to ensure a fair and objective inquiry." 

"I will continue to closely monitor the development and progress of any inquiry," the 
expert said. "It is crucial for the credibility of the inquiry that its processes be transparent 
and open, and that its report is released in full." 

• • • 

Philip Alston is John Norton Pomeroy Professor of Law and co-Director of the Center for 
Human Rights and Global Justice at New York University School of Law. He was 
appointed UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial executions in 2004. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: j:fr1aron Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

!RELEASED IN Filli] 

Townley, Stephen G NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS 
Thursday, June 03, 201u_R=E=D~A~C_T~E~D---~---~ 
Amory, Elizabeth R; Martin, Julie B; Aswad, Evelyn M; Jacobson, Linda 
FW: Taken Question for Action by CA IL and PAM 

Please see taken question at the bottom. Thanks, Stephen 

From: Clay, Noel C [mailto:ClayNC@state.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 1:55 PM 
To: PAO Group 
Subject: Taken Question for Action by CA I Land PRM 

Taken question: 

For Guidance: 

! 
CA/NEA: What U.S. official viewed the body of the dual-national American citizen who was killed in the Gaza fl

1

otilla 
incident? ' 

[RE\/fEWAUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

l[ELEASED IN FULL] 

Townley, Stephen G 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 4:17 PM 
Schwartz, Jonathan B; Donoghue, Joan E; Eichensehr, Kristen E; Cleveland, Sarah

1
H; Dolan, 

JoAnn; Pomper, Stephen E; Guarin, Marc F; Baumert, Kevin A; Perina, Alexandra H; 
Jacobson, Linda; Aswad, Evelyn M; Martin, Julie B; Banos, Mariano H; Harris, Robert K; 
Thessin, James H; Bischoff, James L 
FW: Remarks - Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton And Romanian Foreign Minister 
Teodor Baconschi After Their Meeting 

FYI - what S said al the press avail about Gaza flotilla issues. 

Stephen 

QUESTION: Well, thank you very much even without doing it. 

Madam Secretary, I'd like to ask you a couple things about the Israeli situation which, as you know, is
1
getting 

more and more serious by the day. I know there are many unknowns at this point, but do you accept Israel's . 
argument of self-defense? And do you think that the investigation should be done by Israel or by a thitd 
independent party, as other Security Council members have said? 

And more broadly, we all know there are so many moving pieces to this. There's Turkey, there's Isra~I and in 
the Palestinians, there's Iran, there's Syria. What are the implications in your mind of this situation to the peace 
process and in the larger issues in the Middle East? Thanks. 1 

I 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, Nick, on your last day, you've asked a very complicated set of interrelated 
questions. And let me put it into context as I respond. First, let me say how deeply we regret the tragit loss of 
life and injuries suffered among those involved in the incident aboard the Gaza-bound ships, and we offer our 
condolences to the families of the deceased and the wounded. 

I 
Turkey and Israel are both good friends of the United States, and we are working with both to deal wit? the 
aftermath of this tragic incident. 

I 

The United States supports the Security Council's condemnation of the acts leading to this tragedy. A(id we 
urge Israel to permit full consular access to the individuals involved and to allow the countries concer!ied to 
retrieve their deceased and wounded immediately. We urge all concerned countries to work together t(l resolve 
the status of those who were part of this incident as soon as possible. 

We support in the strongest terms the Security Council's call for a prompt, impartial, credible, and traJsparent 
investigation. We support an Israeli investigation that meets those criteria. We are open to different ways of 
assuring a credible investigation, including international participation, and we will continue to discuss these 
ideas with the Israelis and our international partners in the days ahead. · 

I 

The situation in Gaza is unsustainable and unacceptable. Israel's legitimate security needs must be mel,just as 
the Palestinians' legitimate needs for sustained humanitarian assistance and regular access for reconstruction 
materials must also be assured. ; 

I 
We will continue to work closely with the Israeli Government and the Palestinian Authority along with 
international NGOs and the United Nations to ensure adequate access for humanitarian goods, includiJg 

]REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior ReVIBWij 
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' 
reconstruction and building supplies. And we welcome efforts to promote the reunification of Gaza ar\d the 
West Bank under the legitimate and internationally recognized Palestinian Authority. 

Ultimately, the solution to this conflict must be found through an agreement based on a two-state solution 
negotiated between the parties. This incident underscores the urgency of reaching this goal and we remain 
committed to working with both sides to move forward these negotiations. 

I think the situation from our perspective is very difficult and requires careful, thoughtful responses frJm all 
concerned. But we fully support the Security Council's action last night in issuing a presidential Staterbent and 
we will work to implement the intention that this presidential statement represents. 

19 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

' 

!RELEASED IN FULLI 

Townley, Stephen G 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 6:49 PM 
Pamper, Stephen E; Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Thessin, James 
H; Donoghue, Joan E; Cleveland, Sarah H; Eichensehr, Kristen E; Baumert, Kevin A; Guarin, 
Marc F; Perina, Alexandra H; Aswad, Evelyn M; Martin, Julie B; Banos, Mariano H; Harris, 
Robert K 
Press on Flotilla 
Flotilla PG.docx 

Below is the statement we put out and cleared press guidance is attached. Thanks, Stephen 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesman 

For Immediate Release May 31, 2010 

20101702 

STATEMENT BY PHILIP J. CROWLEY, 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR PUBLIC AFFAJRS 

Free Gaza Flotilla 

The United States deeply regrets the tragic loss of life and injuries suffered among those involved in the 
incident today aboard the Gaza-bound ships. We are working to ascertain the facts, and expect that the Israeli 
government will conduct a full and credible investigation. 

' The United States remains deeply concerned by the suffering of civilians in Gaza. We will continue to engage 
the Israelis on a daily basis to expand the scope and type of goods allowed into Gaza to address the fuli range of 
the population's humanitarian and recovery needs. We will continue to work closely with the Governrhent of 
Israel and the Palestinian Authority, along with international NGOs and the UN, to provide adequate access for 
humanitarian goods, including reconstruction materials, through the border crossings, while bearing in;mind the 
Government oflsrael's legitimate security concerns. However, Hamas' interference with international: 
assistance shipments and work of nongovernmental organizations, and its use and endorsement of viol~nce, 
complicates efforts in Gaza. Mechanisms exist for the transfer of humanitarian assistance to Gaza by 

1 

governments and groups that wish to do so. These mechanisms should be used for the benefit of all those in 
G~. I 

Ultimately, this incident underscores the need to move ahead quickly with negotiations that can lead to
1 
a 

comprehensive peace in the region. 
i 

### 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ 
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Law, Rosemar C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

[RELEASED IN PART 85,86] 

Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Monday, June 14, 2010 6:18 PM 
Harris, Robert K; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn; Banos, Mariano H 
Sachar, Alon (NENIPA) 
FW: URGENT I TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT 

From: McLeod, Mary (USUN) 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 6:05 PM 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G; Gorove, Katherine M; Donoghue, Joan E 
Subject: Fw: URGENT/ TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT 

---------·-----------------------------+--
From: Schedlbauer, Amy W 
To: Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); McLeod, Mary (USUN) 
Sent: Mon Jun 14 16:18:20 2010 
Subject: FW: URGENT/ TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED, 

From: Wolff, Alex D (USUN) 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 4:05 PM 
To: Delaurentis, Jeffrey A (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W 
Subject: FW: URGENT/ TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED . 

I 
I 
I 
I ----1-
1 

. ··-· ·------------·--·------------··-··------ -----· -· -- --- --· -
From: Jeffrey, James F 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 4:00 PM 
To: Rice, Susan E (USUN); Wolff, Alex D (USUN) 
Subject: Fw: URGENT/ TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT 

FYI 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Shanm Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ 

From: Jeffrey, James F 
To: 'elizabeth_d._sheiwood-randall@nsc.eop.gov' <elizabeth d. 
<bbrink@nsc.eop.gov> 

sheiwood-randall@nsc.eop.gov>; 'bbrink@nscleop.gov' 

I 
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Sent: Mon Jun 14 22:56:58 2010 
Subject: Fw: URGENT/ TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT 

im 

---------------------·--------------1----· --·--
From: Jeffrey, James F 
To: Marsh, Denise M; Kaidanow, Tina S; Baily, Jess L; Riley, Robert J 
Cc: Silliman, Douglas A; O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Schrank, Alexander D; Taylor, Victoria J 
Sent: Mon Jun 14 22:55:22 2010 
Subject: Re: URGENT/ TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT 

From: Marsh, Denise M 
To: Kaidanow, Tina S; Baily, Jess L; Riley, Robert J 
Cc: Jeffrey, James F; Silliman, Douglas A; O'Grady, Daniel J; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Schrank, Alexander D; laylor, 
Victoria J 
Sent: Mon Jun 14 22:42:36 2010 
Subject: FW: URGENT/ TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT 

See below the MFA reaction we just received to the Israeli announcement today.of its "special independent co~mittee," 
particularly this point: Wy eJ1;pect .!;hat ~~i9,~@ppall " .. . V~ia1~,·t~~.µ.,S(\,,,U1at lost'•a °citizt1)1'of her 
own, support this constructive propcjsal b:y{\he;JJN:: ..• ~. . d rakdi;ft;\iohliif that direction ithout 
delay. 

I 

I 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

___________ _j._ 
From: I 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 3:27 PM I 
To: Connelly, Maura; Kumar, Prem G.; Brink, Bridget A.; Goldberger, Thomas H; Hof, Frederic C; Rudman, Mar~; Baily, 
Jess L; Riley, Robert J; Marsh, Denise M; Taylor, Victoria J; Schrank, Alexander D 
Cc: SO!eyman Giik~e; Koray Erta~ 
Subject: URGENT/ TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTRY STATEMENT 

TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTRY 
PRESS RELEASE 

JUNE 14, 2010 
(Unofficial Translation) I 

Israel's declaration that it will establish a commission, composed oflsraeli citizens and two foreign ob I ervers, 
in order to investigate the Israeli raid against the Freedom Flotilla does not in any way meet Turkey's J1ear 
demand or intemational community's expectations, which were expressed in the Presidential Statemenl of the 
United Nations Security Council. 

13 
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Israel does not have the authority to assign a national commission to investigate a crime perpetrated in I 

international waters. An inquiry to be conducted by such a commission cannot be impartial, fair, transJ rent and 

credible. 

Turkey has indeed already agreed to the proposal by the UN Secretary General to establish an internati nal 
commission to be composed of one Turkish, one Israeli and three international experts. We strongly co demn 

Israel's disregard of this proposal to date. I 

We expec:t that l!he interna~i~ co1)lll)1lllj1Y,; ~yove~j~.1'9~1"iJ!~,A_~\na~hl~~,\;a ~itlz~i( q:lit~~r own, support his 
constructive proposal by th~ "1 iS'.!;,cretaR!!b.\\rll:l. <J.~~; laW~.~c:li\:tnJli111ifi:llJ'.eG\10tl;W,_1tl10ut oelay. 
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!RELEASED IN PART BSI 
Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Schwartz, Jonathan B . j 
Thursday, June 03, 2010 8:58 PM 
Gorove, Katherine M; McLeod, Mary (USUN); Jacobson, Linda; Harris, Robett K; A wad, 
Evelyn M 

Cc: Townley, Stephen G; Donoghue, Joan E 
Subject: Re: Is Quartet investig'n feasible with HRC investig'n? 

Jon 

-·-·-······--· ---------------
From: Gorove, Katherine M 
To: McLeod, Mary (USUN); Jacobson, Linda; Harris, Robert K; Aswad, Evelyn M 
Cc: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G 
Sent: Thu Jun 03 17: 12:28 2010 
Subject: RE: Is Quartet investig'n feasible with HRC investig'n? 

L ---------- - -·----. ----·----~---~-------·----~ 
From: McLeod, Mary (USUN) 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 5:09 PM 

I 1--

To: Jacobson, Linda; Gorove, Katherine M; Harris, Robert K; Aswad, Evelyn M 
Cc: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G 

_s_u_b1_·ect_·_.R_E_:_r_s_Q_u_a_rt_e_t_1n_v_es_t_ig-'n_f_e_as_i_bl_e_w_it_h_H_R_c_in_ve_s_t_ig-'n_? ______________ . __ __J___ 
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SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

- ---- -· - . - -

From: Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 5:03 PM 
To: Gorove, Katherine M; Harris, Robert K; Aswad, Evelyn M; Mcleod, Mary (USUN) 
Cc: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G 
Subject: RE: Is Quartet investig'n feasible with HRC investig'n? 

- - ------~--··-- -- . 
From: Gorove, Katherine M 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 4:53 PM 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Harris, Robert K; Aswad, Evelyn M; Mcleod, Mary (USUN) 
Cc: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G 
Subject: Is Quartet investig'n feasible with HRC investig'n? 

39 I 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Thursday, June 03, 2010 3:03 PM 
Jacobson, Linda 
Donoghue, Joan E 
Re: Flotilla Inquiry 

!RELEASED IN PART B5I 

1·1r1:::>/LU IL 

• 

Thanks. I mentioned to Mara, who may participate by SVTS in the middle of the night. 

----- Original Message 
From: Jacobson, Linda 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Cc: Donoghue, Joan E 
Sent: Thu Jun 03 14:S9:35 2010 
Subject: RE: Flotilla Inquiry 

we just sent back final comments to NEA on the briefing paper but I will flag these 
for IPA and discuss the UN issue with Kate. 

-----original Message----­
From: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:57 PM 
To: Jacobson, Linda 
Cc: Donoghue, Joan E 
Subject: Flotilla Inquiry 

Linda - you hopefully are reviewing a briefing paper on o tions that attaches the L s rvey 
paper. One issue that I recommend L look into is 85 

Thanks. 

Jon 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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[RELEASED il\J PART B5I 

law, Rosemar C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

From: Dolan, JoAnn 

Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Thursday, June 03, 2010 4:12 PM 
Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda 
Re: Turkey mulls legal action against Israel: report 

To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Thu Jun 03 16:03:18 2010 
Subject: PN: Turkey mulls legal action against Israel: report 

If thls is JCC question Jonathan is asking about, it was answered by below message 

From: Goldberger, Thomas H 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 11:11 AM 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Holmstrom, Todd C 1 

Cc: Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Connelly, Maura; Cunningham, James B; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jar\ 
Subject: RE: Turkey mulls legal action against Israel: report 

Very helpful, thanks. Adding Maura and TLV. 

I gather that this is from an ICC meeting in Uganda that Harold Koh is also participating in. 

From: Dolan, JoAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 11 :04 AM 
To: Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C 
Cc: Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Subject: PN: Turkey mulls legal action against Israel: report 

Jn response to Tom's earlier inquiry . .. 

I 
·-·-1-

1 

I 
i 
I 
I 
I 

From: Eichensehr, Kristen E l 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 10:44 AM 
To: Gorove, Katherine M; Harris, Robert K; Dolan, JoAnn; Townley, Stephen G; Daley, John D; Pamper, Stephe I E; 
Buchwald, Todd F; Aswad, Evelyn M; Perina, Alexandra H; Pamper, Stephen E; Legal-UNA-DL 
Subject: RE: Turkey mulls legal action against Israel: report I 

. ········· ..... . .43 ... 
~VIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ 
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Thanks, 
Kristen 

From: Gorove, Katherine M 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 9:25 AM 
To: Harris, Robert K; Dolan, JoAnn; Townley, Stephen G; Daley, John· D; Pamper, Stephen E; Buchwald, Todd ; Aswad, 
Evelyn M; Perina, Alexandra H; Pamper, Stephen E; Legal-UNA-DL; Eichensehr, Kristen E 
Subject: RE: Turkey mulls legal action against Israel: report 

Me or Kristen (who is in touch with folks in Kampala) . 

.... . - ·---·----·-·-·-·-·----------
From: Harris, Robert K 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 8:56 AM 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Townley, Stephen G; Daley, John D; Pamper, Stephen E; Buchwald, Todd F; Aswad, Evelyn 1;1; Perina, 
Alexandra H; Pamper, Stephen E; Legal-UNA-DL 
Subject: RE: Turkey mulls legal action against Israel: report 

Kate, 

With Todd and John out of the office, can you tell me who would be following ICC-related issues in L/UNA? 

Thanks. 

Bob 

From: Dolan, JoAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 8:45 AM 
To: Townley, Stephen G; Daley, John D; Harris, Robert K; Pamper, Stephen E; Buchwald, Todd F; Aswad, Evel~n M; 
Perina, Alexandra H; Pamper, Stephen E 
Subject: FW: Turkey mulls legal action against Israel: report I 

May be early but be alert to this ICC angle. See desk inquiry below. Has anyone seen more? 

From: Goldberger, Thomas H 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 8:27 AM 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Cc: Holmstrom, Todd C 
Subject: FW: Turkey mulls legal action against Israel: report 

I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Has anyone seen anything concrete about ICC action against Israel on this? Thanks. Torn 
~-------~ 

From: Sullivan, John L 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 5:11 AM 
To: Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
Subject: FW: Turkey mulls legal action against Israel: report 

Turkey mulls legal action against Israel: report 

ANKARA, June 2, 2010 (AFP) - Turkey's justice ministry is mulling possible legal a tion 
against Israel over its deadly raid on aid ships bound f~r the Gaza Strip, Anatolil news 
agency reported Wednesday. 
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Officials are looking into both domestic and international law to see what action ight 
be undertaken after Monday's operation in international waters that left nine peop e 
dead, among them at least four Turks, the report said. 

The ministry will also decide whether to file a complaint with Turkish prosecutorsr it 
said. 

Calling the raid a "bloody massacre," Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan Tuesday rged 
an international inquiry into the raid, insisting that Israel's "lawlessness" must be 

punished. 

"It is no longer possible to cover up or ignore Israel's lawlessness. It is time fr the 
international community to say 'enough is enough'," he said. 

Most of the bloodshed occurred on a Turkish-flagged ship, the Mavi Marmara, carryi g 
hundreds of pro-Palestinian activists from about 30 countries, mostly Turkish natibnals 
mobilised by an Islamist charity. 

Medi.a .l\nalysi . ., and Watch Center 
USSTRATCOM Foreign Media Analysis Program 
SOS International Ltd. 

www.sosilld.com J 
For additional information, please visit the SOSi USSTRATCOM FMA portal at http://fma.sosiltd.com/secure/?SlD=SEC 83EFBEF. 
Once registered, you may access FMA products and manage your subscriptions. Write to helpdeskfma@sosiltd.com or call 703-483-

4898 !'or assistance. I 
To unsubscribe from this list, please use the following link: (**REPORT_UNSUBSCRIBE_LINK*'J I 

SOS International Ltd. E-mail Olsclalmer. 

,, 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

~SEDINPAR~ 

Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Thursday, June 03, 2010 7:22 AM 
Jacobson, Linda 
Re: Israel Investigation Options Paper 

I 

Thanks Linda. Israeli press is reporting that Dennis Ross and Dan Shapiro proposed to Netanyahu that there bell an 
American observer to the IDF investigation, but I cannot confirm. I 

I can't go through your paper right now, but if relevant here are a couple general observations: 
--------------"---~~ 

Jon 

From: Jacobson, Linda 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: Thu Jun 03 05:32:50 2010 
Subject: Fw: Israel Investigation Options Paper 

Jon, apologies, I am just seeing Steve's email that he did not send this to you for review. 

-···. ·--·-·------------------------------
From: Townley, Stephen G 
To: Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Wed Jun 02 21:36:19 2010 
Subject: FW: Israel Investigation Options Paper 

A further question - should we try to send to Jon to see if he has thoughts from afar 
~--------r---" 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe9__---------I---·-· 

From: Townley, Stephen G I 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 9:23 PM 
To: Cleveland, Sarah H; Eichensehr, Kristen E; Donoghue, Joan E; Koh, Harold Hongju · 
Cc: Thessin, James H 
Subject: RE: Israel Investigation Options Paper 

49 I 
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Apologies, attached is a small revision reflecting some further input from Jake. Please use this version. Thank,, Stephen 

--- - --- ---·---------------·-····- ---· - . - - -~-----·-···~---·---· -·· 

From: Townley, Stephen G 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 9:05 PM 
To: Cleveland, Sarah H; Eichensehr, Kristen E; Donoghue, Joan E; Koh, Harold Hongju 
Subject: Israel Investigation Options Paper 

Joan (and Harold, if you have time and internetability), 

Attached for your review is a paper that Linda has worked up (drawing on work done after Goldstone) on way' tol 

I -

Thanks, Stephen 

so 
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(@§sED IN PART 85/ 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 9:41 AM 
To: 

Cc: 

Hale, David M; Rubinstein, Daniel H; 'dshapiro@nsc.eop.gov'; Cunningham, James B; 
Sachar, Alon (NENIPA); Sievers, Marc J; Waters, John R 
Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda 

Subject: Fw: US flagged vessels 

L's info, per Coast Guard, is that one of the second wave vessels is US registered/flagged. 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
To: Thessin, James H 
Cc: Townley, Stephen G; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Harris, Robert K; Sullivan, David J; Pamper, Stephen E; Guarin Marc F 
Sent: Wed Jun 02 09:34:35 2010 
Subject: RE: US flagged vessels 

Update -- USCG confirms that its database shows that the vessel is validly registered in Delaware. We can no1M be 
comfortable in concluding that the vessel is properly characterized as U.S. flagged. 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 12:08 AM 
To: Thessin, James H 1 
Cc: Townley, Stephen G; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Harris, Robert K; Sullivan, David J; Pamper, Stephen E; Guarin) Marc F 
Subject: US flagged vessels I 

Jim - in case this comes up tomorrow, here is the situation as I understand it regarding the apparently US flag~ed 
vessels. I 

I 
In terms of the facts - I 

- There are two vessels - Challenger I and Challenger II -that have been involved in this incident and ar<t believed 
to be U.S. flagged vessels. Challenger I is believed to have been part of the flotilla that was intercepted on 
Monday by the IDF, although there were no violent confrontations with this vessel. Challenger II is believed to 

have had mechanical difficulties and may be intended to breach the blockade in the coming days (estitates 
range from Wed to Saturday). I 

We are not certain that the vessels are properly registered in the United States. Greek port authority* 
documentation showed both vessels as having Delaware registration numbers. Coast Guard is still che king 
whether those registrations are still valid; we should know tomorrow. IDF reported at various times t at these 
vessels were actually flying Greek and St. Vincent flags (after earlier suggesting we take action because they 
were U.S. flagged). This also raises some doubt as to their nationality. 

It appears there are 12-20 persons on each vessel; Challenger II does not appear to include any AMCIT~ (again, 
based on Greek port docs). Cargo - humanitarian or otherwise- is not known. The two vessels are plelsure 
craft (yachts) that apparently do not tend to make international voyages. They are not equipped with 
identification/tracking gear, which makes locating them more difficult. 

Efforts were underway on Friday-Saturday to notify the vessel/owners and pass them a warning regar~ing 
potential consequences of unlawful activity. Unclear whether the vessels or owners have been reachep yet (and 
efforts to reach Challenger II may have been aborted because it dropped out of the original flotilla). We are 

seeking an update on the facts. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer/ 
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I 

Thanks, 
Kevin 

I 

I 
s2 I 

i 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05140641 Date: 11/15/2012 

85 



StateDept03520

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department ot State Case NO. r-LU1U-U41ti:l uoc NO. CUo14Uo4tl 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 9:44 AM 
Dolan, JoAnn 
Jacobson, Linda 
FW: HRC Gaza resolution - status of negotiations 

uate: 11110/LUl<:'. 

I 

from: Shapiro, Daniel B. [mailt~:Da~iel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.g;:i··-- -- .• ------- - --- --- -I 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 9:43 AM _L 
To: Cassayre, Mark J; Powell, Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Bass, Warren; Nossel, Suzanne F; jpcassid~ =1 
Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, 
Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Busb~, Scott 
W.; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, 
Douglas M; Kumar, Prem G.; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W I 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, Gedid C; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; !0-HR-DL; Martin, Julie B I 

""'we>• "'c=="'~~ow=-~~~---------------------- _: 
From: cassayre, Mark J [mailto:cassayreMJ@state.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 9:33 AM 
To: Shapiro, Daniel B.; Powell, (atherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Bass, Warren; Nossel, Suzanne F; jpcassidy 

~---~ 

Ashraf, Madeeha 5; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giau9ue, 
Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Busby, Scott 
W.; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, 
Douglas M; Kumar, Prem G.; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W I 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; cassidy, Joseph P; DRL ·MLGA-DL; Anderson, Gerald C; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; !0-HR-DL; Martin, Julie B I 
Subject: HRC Gaza resolution - status of negotiations I 

I 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior]ss 
Reviewer _ 
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From: Shapiro, Daniel B. [mailto:Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 2:58 PM 

To: Powell, Catherine; Dstermeier, Amy A; Bass, Warren; Nossel, Suzanne F; jpcassidy Ashraf, adeeha 
S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knppf, 
Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Busby, Scott W.; Perin~, 
Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; 
Griffiths, Douglas M; Kumar, Prem G.; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, Ger Id C; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; IO-HR-DL 
Subject: RE: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 

From: Powell, Catherine [mailto:PowellC@state.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 8:56 AM 
To: Ostermeier, Amy A; Bass, Warren; Nessel, Suzanne F; jpcassidyc= ___ =:::J Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; 
Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; LegaJ11-HRR-DL; 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Busby, Scott W.; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz Jonathan 

' B; Pamper, Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, Douglas M; Shapiro, paniel B.; 
Kumar, Prem G.; Wolff, Alex D (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, Gerald C; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; IO-HR-DL I 
Subject: Re: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 1 

Looping in Bill Burke-White and Daina Rand for S/P. I 

From: Ostermeier, Amy A 
To: Bass, Warren; Nessel, Suzanne F; 'jpcassidy <jpcassidy ; Ashraf, Madeeha S; lcue, 
Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; 
Knopf, Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd ·c; Simon, Jennifer J; 1 
'scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov' <scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov>; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pomper, 
Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, Douglas M; 'dshapiro@nsc.eop.gbv• 
<dshapiro@nsc.eop.gov>; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nsc.eop.gov' <Prem_G._Kumar@nsc.eop.gov>; Wolff, Alex D (U~UN); 
Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Schedlbauer, Amy W ' 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL; Anderson, GerJid C; 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; 10-HR-DL 
Sent: Tue Jun 01 08:49:16 2010 
Subject: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote - clearance by 10 AM EST 

56 
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I 

Many thanks, 

Amy 

Adding USUN/NY and NSC/NENA. We should think about 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

From: Nossel, Suzanne F 
To: 'jpcassidy <jpcassidy ; Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia;! 

85 

86 

85 

I 
I 

Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; K)iopf, 86 
Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Bass, Warren; I 
'scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov' <scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov>; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pdmper, 
Stephen E; Donahoe, Eileen C; Cassayre, Mark J; Khanna, Melanie J; Griffiths, Douglas M I 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGA-DL 1 
Sent: Mon May 31 23:32:34 2010 \ 
Subject: Instruction and EOV for HRC vote tomorrow - clearance by 10 AM EST 1 

Many thanks, 
Suzanne 
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I 
.---~~~~~-~~~~~--~~~~~~.~~~~~~-~~~~~~-! 

__________ /! 

The Grave Attacks by Israeli Forces Against the Humanitarian Boat Convoy 

Guided by the purposes and the principles of the United Nations Charter. as well as by the provisions of the Uni[' ersal 
Declaration for Human Rights, 

Taking into consideration the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention for the protection ot civilian persons i times of 
war of 12 August 1949, 

Emphasizing the importance of the safety and well-being of all civilians including humanitarian personnel, 

Expressing grave concern also at the deepening humanitarian crisis in Occupied Gaza, 

Emphasizing the need to ensure sustained and regular flow of goods and people into Occupied Gaza and welcoming the 
initiatives aimed at creating and opening humanitarian corridors and other mechanisms for the sustained deliveijyl of 
humanitarian aid; 

1. Condemns in the strongest terms possible the outrageous attack by the Israeli forces against the humanitariar flotilla of 
ships which resulted in the killing and injuring of many innocent civilians from different countries; 1 

I 

2. Deeply deplores the loss of life of innocent civilians and expresses its deepest sympathy and condolences to lhe 
victims and their families; i 
3. Requests the ICRC to seek and provide information on the whereabouts status and condition of the detained ~nd 
injured persons I 
4. Demands the Occupying Power Israel to immediately release all detained men and material and facilitate thei[ safe 
return to their homelands. I 

5. Calls upon the Occupying power Israel to ensure the unimpeded provision of humanitarian assistance, includilng of 
food, fuel and medical treatment to the occupied Gaza strip; I 

6. Welcomes the statements of the Secretary General UN and the High Commissioner for Human Rights condejnning the 
Israeli attacks and calls for the full accountability and credible independent inquiries into these attacks. I 

7. Decides to dispatch an independent international fact finding mission to investigate violations of international 1aw 
resulting from the Israeli attacks on the flotilla of ships carrying humanitarian assistance. I 

I 
8. Decides to remain seized of this matter. I 

··----~··--:---:-:---.---.-:-;::===:-::;---------------ir--:-
From: Joseph Cassidy <jpcassid I 
To: Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes c; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Pow~ll, catherine; I B6 
Ostermeier, Amy A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas H; 
Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Bass, Warren; scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov <scott_w._busby@nss.eop.f.JOV>; 
Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pomper, Stephen E I 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Nossel, Su~ann~ F; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; I 
jpcassid l<jpcassidL ==1; DRL-MLGA-DL 
Sent: Mon May 31 16:37:03 2010 I 
Subject: URGENT -- Clearance needed Monday afternoon I 

I ask that you review and clear this statement, which will be delivered tomorrow morning by Amb~ssador 

B5 

Donohoe at a soecial event within this UN Human Rights Council session, as soon as possible. I B5 

B5 
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Thanks, Joe 

(begin text) 

Statement by Ambassador Eileen Donohoe on the Flotilla Incident 
for the Human Rights Council special session, June 1, 2010 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

Thank you. 

59 
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I 
I 

I 
I 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

®[~EASED IN PART B5I 

Schwartz, Jonathan B I 
Monday, May 31, 2010 12:48 PM + 
Sayles, Ambrose G; Hale, David M; Rudman, Mara; Jacobson, Linda; Goldberger, . homas H; 
Holmstrom, Todd C; Ratney, Michael A; Vasquez, Edgar J; Pelton, Erin; Bernier-To\h, 
Michelle; Wills, Regina M; Lieberman, Jessica D (DRL); Katsoulos, Athena; Waller,1Robert P; 
Fuchs, Michael H; Rand, Dafna H; Rana, Gautam A; Harutunian, Ruben; Reynolds,IArlissa M; 
Knopf, Payton L; Prince, Jonathan M I 
RE: 

I 
---'--~ 

--·----- -··---L--- . 
From: Sayles, Ambrose G I 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 12:39 PM · 
To: Hale, David M; Rudman, Mara; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Jacobson, Linda; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom! Todd C; 
Rainey, Michael A; Vasquez, Edgar J; Pelton, Erin; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Wills, Regina M; Lieberman, Jessica D (DRL); 
Katsoulos, Athena; Waller, Robert P; Fuchs, Michael H; Rand, Dafna H; Rana, Gautam A; Harutunian, Ruben; Rkynolds, 
Arlissa M; Knopf, Payton L; Prince, Jonathan M 
Subject: 
Importance: High 

Hi Everyone -

Please clear the attached press guidance on the raid on the Free Gaza flotilla. Please note that your clearance it 
appreciated ASAP. We will need to move this guidance to PA soonest so that it can be used by all that need it. I 

Thank you, 
Ambrose 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, senior Rev}eWeil 

112 
I 

I 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Fyi 

From: Koh, Harold Hongju 

!RELEASED IN PART BS] 

Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Friday, October 15, 2010 10:13 PM 
Jacobson, Linda; Pamper, Stephen E; Walles, Jacob 
Fw: flotilla guidance 
flotilla guidance.docx 

To: Steinberg, James B; Cook, Akunna E 
Cc: Gorove, Katherine M; Buchwald, Todd F; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Daley, John D 
Sent: Fri Oct 15 19:40:20 2010 
Subject: Aotilla guidance 

Jim: 

Have a nice weekend 

Harold 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 

1 
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~SED IN PART BSI 
IF ASKED ONLY: 
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!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewed 
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! 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Tuesday, June 08, 201011:15 AM 
Gorove, Katherine M 
Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn 
EN_AL_Res_lsraeli Attack on Flotilla 02 June 2010.docx 
EN_AL_Res_lsraeli Attack on Flotilla 02 June 2010.docx 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Re~ 

1 
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[RELEASED IN PART 86[ 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Monday, June 07, 2010 7:46 AM 
Jacobson, Linda; Pamper, Stephen E 
Fw: judgment 4196-1 O.doc 

Attachments: judgment 4196-1 O.doc 

Please circulate as appropriate. Thanks. 

From:j ~ 
To: Koh, Harold Hon91u; SchwartZ, Jona an B 
Sent: Mon Jun 07 07:13:11 2010 
Subject: judgment 4196-10.doc 

FYI, I attach the decision of our HO on a number of petitions filed in relation to the Gaza flotilla. 

Best wishes, 

86 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerl 

1 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

!RELEASED IN PARTj!§] 

Sievers, Marc J 
Wednesday, June 02, 201 O 8:28 AM 
Dolan, JoAnn; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E 
RE: Situation Report No.5 - Gaza Flotilla (SBU) 

It appears that this issue has been resolved and they're sending all of them home today. We should have morb details 

~~Iha~. I 

. -···". --·-·-----------·-------------·------·--··-----------.... ·-+---.. --
from: Dolan, JoAnn 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:22 PM 
To: Goldberger, Thomas H; Sievers, Marc J 
Cc: Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pamper, Stephen E 
Subject: FW: Situation Report No.S - Gaza Flotilla (SBU) 

Tom/Marc: Would either of you have any greater detail on sit rep entry this morning to the effect: 

ISRAEL MIGHT CONSIDER WOUNDED AS COMBATANTS 
1 

(SBU) Approximately 50 wounded detainees of various nationalities are currently being treated by th¢ 
Government of Israel as suspects, and thus may not be allowed to leave the country. The GO! might Jant to 
file court cases against these individuals, but this cours~ of action is subject to the attorney general's discretion. 
(MGGZOJ /NEA-FO e-mail) ' 

from: Pamper, Stephen E 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 7:47 AM 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, Linda 
Subject: Fw: Situation Report No.S - Gaza Flotilla (SBU) 

Hi--any thoughts about how to get this (cd you check with Tom G if he is the right guy)? Tx! 

From: Donoghue, Joan E 
To: Pamper, Stephen E; Perina, Alexandra H; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn; Townley, Stephen G 
Cc: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent: Wed Jun 02 07:09:49 2010 
Subject: Fw: Situation Report No.5 - Gaza Flotilla (SBU) 

It would be useful to see more detail about the item referring to prosecutions and "combatants." 

from: OpsAlert 
Sent: Wed Jun 02 06:12:05 2010 
Subject: Situation Report No.5 - Gaza Flotilla (SBU) 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
' 
' 
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SITUATION REPORT No. 5 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group MGGZOl 

Wednesday, June 2, 2010 
0600 EDT 

I 
' 
' 

' I 
I 
I 

STATUS Of AMERICAN CITIZENS I 
(SBU) Eleven AmCit detainees plan to, or have already signed, voluntary deportation forms providedlby the 
Israeli Ministry of Interior. (MGGZOI/Embassy Tel Aviv e-mail) I 

I 
STATUS Of INTERNATIONAL PASSIENGIEIRS 
• (U) Israel's inner security cabinet voted to deport remaining prisoners within 48 hours. A goven\ment 

statement issued late June I stated that "the detainees would be expelled immediately according to1the 
procedures set by law," said a government statement issued late June 1. (AFP) • 

• (U) Turkey sent three planes to Israel to repatriate approximately 350 detained activists. (AFP) : 

ISRAEL MIGHT CONSIDER WOUNDED AS COMBATANTS I 
(SBU) Approximately 50 wounded detainees of various nationalities are currently being treated by tht 
Government of Israel as suspects, and thus may not be allowed to leave the country. The GO! might "Yant to 
file court cases against these individuals, but this course of action is subject to the attorney general's d/scretion. 
(MGGZOl/NEA-FO e-mail) 

I 
RETURN Of ISRAELI DIPLOMATIC FA.MIL Y MEMBERS FROM TURKEY 
(U) Approximately 50 people related to Israeli consulate and embassy staff in Turkey are returning tollsrael, a 
senior official told Israeli public radio. (AFP) 

INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS 
• (SBU) Moscow condemned Israel's action against the MAVI MARMARA, asserting that the "U~e of 

weapons against civilians and detaining ships in the open sea without any legal reason constitutes obvious 
and gross violations of generally accepted international standards." Embassy Moscow notes Russja likely 
will use this incident to push for Israel to lift the Gaza blockade. (MGGZOI /Embassy Moscow e-mail) 

• (SBU) NATO SYG Rasmussen released a statement June I expressing "deep regret over the loss I of lives 
and the other casualties resulting from the use of force" and urging the UN and the EU to conduct f'a 
prompt, impartial, credible and transparent investigation into the incident." He also called for "the, 
immediate release of the detained civilians and ships held by Israel." (MGGZOl/USNATO e-mail/ 

• (U) India condemned Israel for "indiscriminate use of force" and asserted that "lasting peace and.security 
in the region can be achieved only through peaceful dialogue." (Xinhua) 1 

• (U) Lebanese President Sleiman discussed the incident with Turkish President Gui and reportedlt agreed 
to coordinate efforts to "counter Israel's actions." (nowlebanon.com) I 

• (U) The Irish government called on Israel to allow an Irish-registered aid ship, the RACHEL CORRIE, to 
continue its voyage to Gaza. Late June I, PM Cowen warned of"serious consequences" if any de\ained 
Irish citizens were harmed, and called for their immediate and unconditional release. (bbc.co.uk) I 

• (U) The Malaysian Cabinet tabled a parliamentary motion strongly condemning Israel's raid. Flljl Aman 
departed for Jordan to seek the release of the 12 Malaysians. (Xinhua) · 

• ISBU) Nicaragua suspended diplomatic ties with Israel June I to protest Israel's raid on the MAVI 
MARMARA, President Ortega's office said. Embassy Managua notes that Nicaragua has no diplJmatic 

I 
presence in Israel but has an embassy in Cairo. (MGGZOl/Embassy Managua e-mail, ! 

elpueblopresidente.com) I 
2 
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• 

• 

I 

(U) Iranian FM Mottaki expressed solidarity with the "martyrs" killed during the raid and added that the 
incident "opened some possibility" to put pressure on Israel to lift the blockade of the Gaza Strip ahd 
thereby allow the passage of medicine and humanitarian assistance. (AFP) I 
(U) French FM Kouchner said that the raid was "a very grave mistake" and "extremely damagin~to the 

image of Israel itself." Kouchner advocated for an international investigation and said "there should not be 
impunity." (AP) i 

For more information on the Gaza Flotilla, please see the Ops Portal at the following link: I 
http:Uwww.intelink.sgov.gov/wiki/Portal:Gaza Flotilla 2010 

Drnfted: f\·1f!fluyt·s Approved: DLBank~ 

Dist: State (all bureaus), NSS, OSD. NMCC. .JCS. CIA, OSC, NCTC, DBS, DNl 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 
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!RELEASED IN PARf85] 

Law, Rosemary C 
I 

From: Silverman, Robert J 1 

Sunday, October 17, 2010 2:52 AM l Sent: 
To: Jacobson, Linda 
Subject: Re: Clearance Request: 10 Press Guidance on Turkish Complaint to ICC on Gaza 1 iotilla 

Thanks Linda - see you on your next trip 

From: Jacobson, Linda 
To: Silverman, Robert J 
Sent: Sun Oct 17 02:27:23 2010 
Subject: Re: Clearance Request: IO Press Guidance on Turkish Complaint to ICC on Gaza Flotilla 

From: Silverman, Robert J 
To: Jacobson, Linda · 
Sent: Sat Oct 16 16:51:31 2010 
Subject: FW: Clearance Request: IO Press Guidance on Turkish Complaint to ICC on Gaza Flotilla 

Bob 

I 
J 

From: Sutphin, Paul R 
--------------1 - - -- -

Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 4:18 PM 
To: Sayles, Ambrose G; Jacoby, Julia I; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Sachar, Alon (NENIPA); Rudman, Mara , 
Cc: Goldberger, Thomas H; Silverman, Robert J; Dautrich, Jack T; Baily, Jess L; Silliman, Douglas A; Walles, Ja~ob 
Subject: RE: Clearance Request: IO Press Guidance on Turkish Complaint to ICC on Gaza Flotilla i 

Clear. 

Tom/Jess/Doug et all - heads up. 

Paul Sutphin 
Director 

Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs 

Room 62'.il, Department of State 

(T) 202-647-3672 (F) 202-736-4461 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Re~ 
SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

1 
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- ---·~ --~-----------------~----- --····-·-····· 

From: Sayles, Ambrose G 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 11:59 AM 
To: Sutphin, Paul R; Jacoby, Julia I; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA); Rudman, Mara 
Subject: FW: Clearance Request: 10 Press Guidance on Turkish Complaint to ICC on Gaza Flotilla 
Importance: High 

IPA and SEMEP Colleagues -

Please see the attache9:_oP::r::.e::ss:_og,_-u..,id::a._.n._-c=-e.°"'I --------------------------", 

pour clearance is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you, 
Ambrose 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

I 

I 
I 
' 
I 

-------------------------····--·~· ·-l 

From: Cooper, Kurtis A I 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 11:41 AM I 
To: 10-HR-DL; Coughlin, Shaun (S/WCI); Banos, Mariano H; Sayles, Ambrose G; Vasquez, Edgar J; Johnston-Gardner, 
Sarah R (DRL); Bass, Warren; Ventrell, Patrick H (USUN); Kornblau, Mark (USUN); Cook, Akunna E; P-10 Duty; :surke-
White, William; 'Scott_W._Busby@nss.eop.gov'; EUR-Press ] 
Subject: Clearance Request: IO Press Guidance on Turkish Complaint to ICC on Gaza Flotilla ' 
Importance: High 

Colleagues: 

PJ has requested press guidance on the below story for today's briefing 

~-- _________ JPTeasFtrear A5Ar.rnanKs 1n aavance. 

Kurtis 

Turks accuse Israel of war crimes at int'I court 

.Ap J'iit"CI I 11 I Press 

By ARTHUR MAX, Associated Press Writer Arthur Mox, Associated Press Writer 

AMSTERDAM - Turkish lawyers representing pro-Palestinian activists filed a complaint Thursday with the 
I 

International Criminal Court accusing Israel of committing war crimes in May when its troops raide<j a boat 
trying to break Israel's blockade of Gaza. I 

2 
' I 
I 
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ll was unclear whether the prosecutor would agree to pursue the case or whether the court has jurisdiction. But 
the filing reignited an issue that has severely strained Israel's relations with Turkey, previously its stroqgest ally 
in the Muslim world, and keeps Israel on the defensive over its much-criticized Gaza blockade. i 

A delegation representing some 300 activists and a Turkish nongovernment organization submitted thd 
complaint to the prosecutor's office in The Hague seeking an investigation into the May 31 raid. 

Nine Turkish citizens, including 19-year-old Furkan Dogan who had dual U.S.-Turkish nationality, we~e killed 
during the melee after Israeli troops rappelled from helicopters onto the deck of the ship Mavi Marmata before 
dawn. ' 

• I 

"I have confidence the international court and the prosecutor will take this case," said Ahmet Dogan, Furkan's 
father. I 

I 
Israel has said its troops fired live ammunition only after they were attacked by activists with clubs anq metal 
bars and they felt their lives were in danger. I 

Attorney Ugur Sevgili said the victims want Israel investigated for torture, inhuman treatment, the taki_bg of 
hostages and other violations of the Geneva war crimes convention. I 

"We demanded from the prosecutor to initiate an investigation and prosecute the perpetrators of this cr~me," 
Sevgili said. "We didn't mention any Israeli soldiers or any Israeli politicians. We just told them that ~e believe 
war crimes and crimes against humanity were committed." I 

I 
The court, which began work in 2002 as the world's first permanent war crimes tribunal, receives hunqreds of 
complaints every year, but so far has filed indictments against 17 war crimes suspects - all of them iljvolved in 
African conflicts. 

Dogan, speaking outside the court's headquarters, said he thought politics might get in the way of justite. 
I 

"I believe that people who killed my son will be prosecuted. However, this case also has international ~nd 
political dimensions," he said. 1 

A U.N.-appointed panel of human rights experts, chaired by a former judge of the international court, tound last 
month that Israel violated human rights law during its interception of the flotilla carrying humanitaria11 supplies 
to Gaza, which has been under an Israeli blockade for three years. 

Israel rejected the panel's findings, which it said were biased and one-sided, and said the U.N. Human Rights 
Council that appointed the panel is heavily weighted in the Palestinians' favor. 

The court normally intercedes only if the country involved is among the 114 nations that have endorse8 the 
court's founding treaty. Israeli is not a signatory, but the ship was flying the flag of the Comoros Island, which 

I 

is a member of the court. I 
I 

Sevgili said he expected the Comoros to support the victims' application to the court or file its own cofuplaint. 

I 
The prosecutor also may initiate an investigation even if the accused country does not belong to the co

1

urt - but 
only if he determines that the country is unable to launch its own credible investigation of human righls abuses. 

3 

' I 
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' I 
I 

Among the complaints submitted and presumably pending in the prosecutor's office is an application b~ the 
Palestinian Authority 18 months ago asking for a war crimes investigation into Israel's brief yet deadlyi 2008 

. I 
war 10 Gaza. I 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Thx. 

From: Cassidy, Joseph P 

RELEASED iN PART I 

85,86,BJ 

Simon, Jennifer J 1 

Monday, May 31, 201 O 9:04 PM I 
Cassidy, Joseph P; Aswad, Evelyn M; 'jpcassidy ; Ashraf, Madeeha :B; Cue, 
Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; qstermeier, 
Amy A; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; 
Bass, Warren; 'scott w. busby@nss.eop.gov'; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; 
Pamper, Stephen E;Dolan, JoAnn; Donoghue, Joan E; Baumert, Kevin A; Harris, Robert K; 
Banos, Mariano H; Martin, Julie B; Jacobson, Linda I 
Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Nessel, Suzanne F; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; DRLI-MLGA­
DL; Barks-Ruggles, Erica J; Delaurentis, Jeffrey A (USUN); 'jsammis@mac.com' 
Re: URGENT -- Clearance needed Monday afternoon 

To: Aswad, Evelyn M; 'jpcassidyC- -==1 <jpcassidy -- ; Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes c; Aguilera, 
Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell; Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Bass, Warren; 'scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov' I 
<scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov>; Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pomper, Stephen E; Dolan, JoAnr; 
Donoghue, Joan E; Baumert, Kevin A; Harris, Robert K; Banos, Mariano H; Martin, Julie B; Jacobson, Linda · 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Nossel, Suzanne F; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; DRL-MLGA-DL I 
Sent: Mon May 31 20:56:46 2010 I 
Subject: Re: URGENT -- Clearance needed Monday afternoon 

Excellent, thanks. I will look them over right now. 

From: Aswad, Evelyn M I 
To: 'Joseph Cassidy' <jpcassid~ r; Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; 
Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; Ostermeier, Amy A; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Goldberger, Tho,;.Jas H; 
Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Bass, Warren; scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov <scott_w._busby@nss.eopigov>; 
Perina, Alexandra H; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Pomper, Stephen E; Dolan, JoAnn; Donoghue, Joan E; Baumert, K9vin A; 
Harris, Robert K; Banos, Mariano H; Martin, Julie B; Jacobson, Linda 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Nossel, Suzanne F; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; DRL-MLGAloL 
Sent: Mon May 31 20:28:40 2010 I 
Subject: RE: URGENT -- Clearance needed Monday afternoon 

' 
Please find attached consolidated L suggestions, which are not red lines, for your consideration. EA \ 

---- -------1--
From: Joseph Cassidy [mailto:jpcassidy 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 3:37 PM 

~---~ 

To: Ashraf, Madeeha S; Cue, Lourdes C; Aguilera, Patricia; Littlejohn, J.R.; Wecker, John A; Powell, Catherine; I 
Ostermeier, Amy A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; Legal-HRR-DL; Goldberger, Thomas' H; 
Holmstrom, Todd C; Simon, Jennifer J; Bass, Warren; scott_w._busby@nss.eop.gov; Perina, Alexandra H; Schw~rtz, 
Jonathan B; Pomper, Stephen E ! 
Cc: Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Nessel, Suzanne F; Posner, Michael H; Geneva HRC; Cassidy, Joseph P; 
jpcassidy DRL-MLGA-DL 
Subject: URGENT -- Clearance needed Monday afternoon 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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! 
I ask that you review and clear this statement, which will be delivered tomorrow morning by Ambassador 
Donohoe at a snecial event within this UN Human Riqhts Council session, as soon as possible. I I 85 

2 
' 
I 
' I 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: Simonoff, Mark A (USUN) 
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2011 2:37 PM 1 

To: Ingber, Rebecca M; Dolan, JoAnn; McLeod, Mary; Banos, Mariano H; Perina, Alexa~dra H; 
Pamper, Stephen E; Buchwald, Todd F; Baumert, Kevin A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Gorove, 
Katherine M 1 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Classification: 
SensitivltyCode: 

Colleagues, 

Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G 
RE: For Clearance: Israel-Turkel Commission report 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 

My colleagues in the Political Section responded to Rebecca's suggested revision and the explanation as follov.l,s: 

Best regards, 

Mark 

Mark A. Simonoff 
Acting Legal Adviser 
U.S. Mission to the United Nations 
799 United Nations Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 
(212)415-4220 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

----------·· ·-----.• j 
I 

I 
From: Ingber, Rebecca M 
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2011 2:09 PM 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Mcleod, Mary; Banos, Mariano H; Perina, Alexandra H; Pamper, Stephen E; Simonoff, Mark A {USUN); 
Buchwald, Todd F; Baumert, Kevin A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Gorove, Katherine M 
Cc: Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G 
Subject: RE: For Clearance: Israel-Turkel Commission report I 

I 
I 
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I 

I just spoke with JoAnn and unless there are concerns with this, I will send back to NEA in the next 10 min. 

Thanks! 
____________________________ j __ -~ ~ 

From: Dolan, JoAnn 
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2011 1:45 PM 1 
To: Mcleod, Mary; Ingber, Rebecca M; Banos, Mariano H; Perina, Alexandra H; Pamper, Stephen E; Simonoff, Mark A 
(USUN); Buchwald, Todd F; Baumert, Kevin A; Aswad, Evelyn M; Gorove, Katherine M I 
Cc: Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Townley, Stephen G 
Subject: RE: For Clearance: Israel-Turkel Commission report 

I 

I 

From: Dolan, JoAnn 
Sent: Monday, January 24, 20111:14 PM I 
To: Ingber, Rebecca M; Banos, Mariano H; Perina, Alexandra H; Pamper, Stephen E; Simonoff, Mark A (USUNJ;I 
Buchwald, Todd F; Baumert, Kevin A; Aswad, Evelyn M I 
Cc: Mcleod, Mary; Jacobson, Linda; Schwartz, Jonathan''!! 
Subject: FW: For Clearance: Israel-Turkel Commission report 

In case others have not seen as yet. . 
I 

·--.. -- - -- -------·-----------·-·--·--------- ,,, ___ . . ·- . j. 

From: Ventrell, Patrick H (USUN) I 
Sent: Monday, January 24, 2011 1 :03 PM 
To: Vasquez, Edgar J; Schrepel, Dawn M; P-NEA Duty; Rand, Dafna H; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn; KornblaL, Mark 
(USUN); Bass, Warren; Cooper, Kurtis A; Lapenn, Jessica; Owen, Evan; PRM-Press-Dl; EUR-Press; Sachar, Alon 
(NEA/IPA); Hale, David M I 
Cc: Dautrich, Jack T 1 
Subject: RE: For Clearance: Israel-Turkel Commission report ' 

Attached are the suggested edits from USUN. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

I 

From: Vasquez, Edgar J 
...... ·-- - ----------·------·--------·-·--· .... -.. ·---·- ..... -. ·i 

Sent: Monday, January 24, 201112:15 PM I 
To: Schrepel, Dawn M; P-NEA Duty; Rand, Dafna H; Jacobson, Linda; Dolan, JoAnn; Kornblau, Mark (USUN); B~ss, 
Warren; Cooper, Kurtis A; lapenn, Jessica; Ventrell, Patrick H (USUN); Owen, Evan; PRM-Press-Dl; EUR-Press; 

1
Sachar, 

Alon (NEA/IPA); Hale, David M 
Cc: Dautrich, Jack T 
Subject: For Clearance: Israel-Turkel Commission report 
Importance: High 

Please clear on the attached press guidance. 

9 
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Thanks, 
Eddie 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

.1 

10 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. De artment of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05140883 Date: 11/15/2012 



StateDept03543

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C1tlf!:>U!:>U!:> uate: ·1Ln f/LU"IL 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

CONFIDENTIAL 1.4 band d 

[RELEASED IN FULLJ 
• 

Daniels, Cherrie S 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 11 :26 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
Selinger, Thomas B; Meltzer, Alan D 
Norway Dep FM comments on Israel/Gaza flotilla +UNSC Pres Stmt 

-:Cl 

( U ) I accompanied COD EL OBEY to see Norwegian MFA State Secretary Gry Larsen (Deputy FM equivalent) today, June 
1. They had a comprehensive discussion on many global issues and topics; a write-up will come separately when cleared 
by the codel. 

(C) Ms. Larsen briefed the CODEL group and NDCM on Norway's engagement internationally w/regard to the flotilla 
incident. Norwegian PM Stoltenberg had on May 31 issued a statement condemning military attacks on civilians, and 
Norway was originally in favor of an international investigation into what happened. Norway on June 1 issued a new 
press release from the MFA noting that Norway is pleased with the UNSC Presidential Statement. {see text on unclass 
system from me.) Norway supports the UNSC Presidential statement's call for an investigation, she said, even though it 
doesn't specify whether such investigation will be international or other. Norway was pleased especiatty with elements 
she characterized as "condemning what happened," calling for a lifting of the blockade on Gaza, and calling for releasing 
of civilian prisoners. 

(C) Ms Larsen noted that three Norwegian citizens were on board the ship that was boarded and on which the violent 
incidents took place, The three, like many others on the ship, were taken to Ashdod and offered by Israel a choice of 
whether to be deported or be detained. AH chose to be detained, she said. Norway is seeking to assist them and get 
them out as soon as possible, and is in direct touch with Israeli authorities. 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: DSCG 05-1 (b), {d) US Embassy Oslo, State 
Declassify On: 2020/06/01 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) · 
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!RELEASED IN FULL) 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
TO: 

Steinfeld, Andrew W 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 1:37 PM 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; Schlicher, Ronald L; Knopf, Payton L; Sachar, Alon; Sanderson, Janet A; 
Connelly, Maura; Hale, David M; Jacoby, Julia I; Rudman, Mara 

Subject: FW: GOK/PARLIAMENT REACT STRONGLY TO "FREEDOM FLOTILLA' INCIDENT, 
PROMINENT KUWAITI MP AMONG THE DETAINED 

From: Sullivan, Cassie C 
sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 1:22 PM 
To: Steinfeld, Andrew W; Specht, Unda 
Subject: GOK/PARUAMENT REACT STRONGLY TO "FREEDOM FLOTILLA" INCTDENT, PROMINENT KUWAITI MP AMONG 
THE DETAINED 

NotesTele.txt 

• 16 Kuwaitis on board the Gaza Flotilla - including an MP (an lslamist activist who has been a critic of the GOK), a 
dual American-Kuwaiti national, journalists, and human rights activists. 

Kuwaiti MP Response: 

• The Kuwait Cabinet held a May 31 emergency session to discuss concerns related to the 16 Kuwaiti "Freedom 
Flotilla" participants currently reported to be unharmed but in Israeli custody. During the session, MPs passed a 
motion calling for the GoK to withdraw from the 2002 Arab Peace Initiative (API). In separate statements, 
various MPs called for the GoK to cease participation in all Middle East peace initiatives and called for Arab 
and Muslims to sever all ties with Israel (with special pleas for Oman and Qatar to "take the lead") and 
demanded the expulsion of Israeli diplomats from Arab and Muslim nations. 

• The National Assembly issued a statement calling for the following: 
o That the UNSC conduct an international investigation to determine Israel's legal culpability and that the 

UNSC enforce international resolutions calling on Israel's withdrawal from occupied territories. 
o That the International Court of Justice assume jurisdiction for the investigation and legal proceedings 

against Israel under charges of crimes against humanity. 
o That Chiefs of Mission in Kuwait call on their governments to exert pressure on the Gol for the 

immediate release from detention of all flotilla participants. 
o That Arab and Muslim nations assume their responsibility toward the "Gazans under siege" and work to 

end the embargo. 

Kuwaiti Leadership Response: 
• After summoning UNSC P-5 member Chiefs of Mission, Al-Roudhan also noted to the press that the Kuwaiti 

Amir as current GCC president, ·had discussed this "heinous humanitarian crime" with otherGCC states and 
other Arab nations via the Arab league and the Organization of the Islamic Conference. 

Kuwaiti Public Response: 

• Several hundred Kuwaitis rallied in front of Parliament May 31 in a demonstration orchestrated by the Kuwait 
Society for Basic Elements of Human Rights. 

• Also circulating in the press and in biogs is the report that "sign-up sheets" for the next flotilla are circulating on 
university campuses and in the broader community and are quickly being filled. 

l 
!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer\ 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Action Office: 

Info Office: 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

From: 

Action: 

E.O.: 

TAGS: 
Subject: 

Daschbach, Mary E 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 11:02 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
Gaza Flotilla Incident and Uruguayan Media Reporting 
StateSeal.gif 

UNCLASSIFIED 

[RELEASED IN FULL) 

PMO, FO_STAFF, EX, FO_WHA, CAR_DIR 

PPC_DEMGOV,EPSG,BSC_PAO,PPC_CONG,USOAS,PPC_FORASST,BSC_URU, 
EX BUD, PPC DIR, PPG DEPDIR, BSC REGION, PPC DHS3G, PPG TIP. 
PPC_NARTER-;-CEN_ReQionalAffairs - - -

10 MONTEVIDEO 450 
Jun 01, 2010 I 0114002 JUN 10 

AMEf-1BASSY MONTEVIDEO 

WASHDC, SECSTATE ROUTINE 

12958 

PGOV, IMO, KPAO, KMDR. IS, UY, TU. UN 

Gaza Flotilla Incident and Uruguayan Media Repcrting 

WHA!PDA for CPeterson; WHA/BSC for MDaschbach; NEAil 

Uruguay's daily press coverage of the Israeli military's interdiction of the Gaza-bound flotilla was balanced and 
"matter-of-fact." With no correspondents of their own in the Middle East, today's dailies relied on wire service 
stories (e.g., AFP and the AP). Center-right Ultimas Noticias and far left/pro-government La Republica 
published the Gaza activists' version of events alongside Israel's, including a statement by their Ambassador 
here, Dori Goren, who called the flotilla a provocation. Ultimas Noticias' headlined the Uruguayan Foreign 
Ministry statement condemning Israel's military action. Predictably, La Republica also published an anti-Israel 
op-ed by its extreme-left staff editorialist Niko Schwarz. 

Nelson## 

Signature: 

Drafted By: 

Approved By: 

Released By: 

Info: 

Nelson 

MONTEVIDEO:Zimmerman, Robert A (Montevideo) 

MONTEVIDEO:Zimmerman, Robert A (Montevideo) 

MONTEVIDEO:Zimmerman, Robert A (Montevideo) 

ANKARA, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; USUN NEW YORK, USMISSION ROUTINE; TEL AVIV, 
AMEMBASSY ROUTINE 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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Action Post: 

Dissemination Rule: 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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DIS_FO_REG_STAFF, DIS_FO_REGIONAL, DIS_PPC_DIR, DIS_PPC_DEPDIR, 
DIS_BSC_REGIONAL, DIS_PPC_DHS3G, DIS_CAR_DIR, DIS_PPC_TIP _TAGS, 
DIS_PPC_NARTER, DIS_CEN_WHA_PANDS 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: Chakravorty, Anamika X RELEASED IN 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, June 01, 2010 11:37 PM FULL 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group ~----~ 

Cc: SES-0 Shift-I 
Subject: Moscow's Reaction to Gaza Flotilla from Moscow Daily Brief 

(SBU) Moscow's Reaction to Gaza Flotilla: Moscow condemned and expressed "deep anxiety" over the confrontation 
between Israel and the convoy of ships carrying aid to the Gaza strip, terming the action, i.n which more than 10 people 
were killed, a "gross" violation of international law, and called for a thorough investigation into the incident. "Use of 
weapons against civilians and detaining ships in the open sea without any legal reason constitutes obvious and gross 
violations of generally accepted international legal standards," the GOR said. During the UNSC deliberations May 31, 
Russia condemned the capture of the ships in the convoy. Embassy comment: Russian officials hove consistently said 
Ha mas needs to be a part of the solution to the Israel-Palestinian conflict and will likely use this incident to push for 
lifting the Goza blockade. [POL: A Hood) TuQ 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

Fyi ... 

Schrank. Alexander D 
Thursday, May 12, 2011 4:39 PM 
Doutrich, Jack T; Sindle, James M; Jacobson, Michael N; Blazak\s, Jason M 
Helm, Larina M; Newman, David S (L-CA); Beirne, Vincent J; Bilge, Kerem S 
FW: Bipartisan Letter Urging Turkey to Stop Another Flotilla from Departing for the Gaza Strip 
image001.jpg; image002.gil; image003.jpg; image004.jpg; image005.png; image006.png 

Working 

hltp://israel.house.gov/index.php?option=com content&view=article&id=938:reps-israel-a-cole-lead-bipartisan-letter­

u rg inq-turkey-to-stop-another-flotilla-lrom-departinq-for-the-qaza-strip&catid =52:2011-press-releases 

Reps. Israel & Cole Lead Bipartisan Letter Ur~ng Turkey to Stop Another Flotilla 
from Departing for the Gaza Strip !l @ 

Washington, DC- On Wednesday, Reps. Steve Israel (D - NY) and Tom Cole (R - OK) led a bipartisan letter 

to Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan urging the Prime Minister to stop another flotilla from 

departing Turkey for the Gaza Strip. Thirty-six Members of Congress signed the bipartisan letter, which asked 

the Turkish government to help find construct.ive alternatives for those wishing to provide aid to Gaza. 

"Another so-called aid flotilla to Gaza is nothing but an attempt to provoke Israel. The Turkish government can 

help prevent violence by saying 'no.' We are urging Prime Minister Erdogan to actively work to put a stop to 

this and join with Israel in providing real humanitarian assistance to Gaza." said Rep. Israel. 

"Turkey plays an important role in the Middle East, and its democratic leaders have a unique opportunity to 

prevent the turmoil that could result from allowing another Gaza flotilla to confront the Israeli security 

blockade." said Rep. Cole. "During this volatile time in the region, I urge Prime Minister Erdogan to work with 

Israel to avoid conflict and ensure legitimate aid is delivered without creating needless Instability." 

The full text of the letter is below. 

May 11, 2011 

His Excellency 

Recap Tayyip Erdogan 

Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey 

Ankara, Turkey 

Mr. Prime Minister-

We write today to express our serious concern over reports that the so-called Free Gaza Movement and the 

IHH are planning to send another flotilla to Gaza in the coming weeks to provoke a confrontation with Israel. As 

members of the United States House of Representatives we ask you to help discourage these efforts and work 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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with the Israeli government in a productive way as it continues to allow. legitimate aid, but not weapons, to 

enter Gaza.· 

The government of Israel has demonstrated a commitment to ensuring the basic needs of those living in the 

Gaza Strip are being met. Over the last year the capacity of existing land crossings has been increased; for 

example, capacity of the Kerem Shalom crossing has increased by 210 percent. More than 3600 supply trucks 

entered Gaza in the month of March alone, delivering tens of thousands of tons of goods, including food, 

clothing, medicine, and fuel. Over the past year, agricultural exports from the Gaza Strip have gradually 

increased and economic growth in Gaza reached 15 percent in 2010. These are all clear signs that Israeli 

policies are making a positive impact on the lives of the Palestinian people. 

As you know, the government of Israel has a right and a responsibility to protect the Israeli people, and we all 

realize that the threat facing innocent Israelis by weapons smuggled into Gaza is real. In March, Israeli naval 

forces intercepted the Victoria, seizing more than 50 tons of weapons, including mortar shells and bullets, 

destined for Gaza militants. During a 3-day period in early April, approximately 130 rockets and mortars were 

fired at the civilian population of southern Israel by Hamas and other terrorist groups. In one case, an 

advanced precision-guided rocket that had been smuggled into Gaza was fired at and hit an Israeli school bus. 

Israel, like any country in the world, must take whatever steps necessary to protect its citizens and that starts 

with preventing additional weapons from entering Gaza. If flotilla organizers cany out their confrontational 

plans, the Israelis will have little choice but to board the vessels and search for weapons. We fear violence 

could erupt just as it did last. year. 

We are seeking your active participation in finding a resolution that prevents violence. On April 21, 

Ambassador Susan Rice, the United States' representative to the United Nations, slated, "[!]he recent seizures 

of advanced weaponry underscore that Israel has clear security interests regarding cargo bound for Gaza", 

and she urged member states to "use every legal means at their disposal to discourage additional flotillas to 

Gaza". We echo those remarks and hope that your government can help work out a mechanism with Israel to 

allow legitimate humanitarian assistance to go to Gaza without provoking a needless confrontation. We are 

confident that Israel, as it has in the past, will continue to allow such aid to flow subject to appropriate security 

screening. By finding a constructive solution as an alternative to another flotilla, you have a unique opportunity 

to potentially save lilies and be a force for stability at a particularly volatile time. 

Sincerely, 

STEVE ISRAEL , 

Member of Congress 

TOM COLE 

Member of Congress 

HOWARD L. BERMAN 

Member of Congress 

HENRY A. WAXMAN 

Member of Congress 
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JASON CHAFFETZ 

Member of Congress 

DENNY REHBERG 

Member of Congress 

GARY L. ACKERMAN 

Member of Congress 

HENRY CUELLAR 

Member of Congress 

SHELLEY BERKLEY 

Member of Congress 

MIKE QUIGLEY 

Member of Congress 

JOSEPH CROWLEY 

Member of Congress 

MIKE ROSS 

Member of Congress 

THEODORE E. DEUTCH 

Member of Congress 

GENEGREEN 

Member of Congress 

STEVE SCALISE 

Member of Congress 

RENEE L. ELLMERS 

Member of Congress 

RICHARD L. HANNA 

Member of Congress 

TED POE 

Member of Congress 

SUE WILKINS MYRICK 

Member of Congress 

HEATH SHULER 

Member of Congress 

LYNN JENKINS 

Member of Congress 
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REID J. RIBBLE 

Member of Congress 

ADAM B. SCHIFF 

Member of Congress 

STEVEN R. ROTHMAN 

Member of Congress 

CAROLYN B. MALONEY 

Member of Congress 

JERROLD NADLER 

Member of Congress 

BILL PASCRELL, JR. 

Member of Congress 

SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 

Member of Congress 

JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 

Member of Congress 

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 

Member of Congress 

CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY 

Member of Congress 

MIKE KELLY 

Member of Congress 

BILL JOHNSON 

Member of Congress 

DOUG lAMBORN 

Member of Congress 

JEAN SCHMIDT 

Member of Congress 

JOE BARTON 

Member of Congress 

Turkish press also reports: 
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Members of Congress ask Erdogan to help 
stop Gaza-bound flotilla 
http://www.todayszaman.com/news-243748-mernbcrs-of-congrcss-ask-crdogan-to-help-stop-gaza­
bound-flotilla.html 
12 May 2011, Thursday I TODAYSZAMAN.COM, 

Q 0 

In this Monday, May 31, 2010 file photo, Image reviewed by the Israel! military and taken aboard an Israell naval vessel, Israeli navy soldlers Intercept 
one of several boats headed towards the Gaza Strlp, in International waters I() the Mediterranean Sea. 

A group of members of the US Congress has submitted a letter to Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoijan urging him 
to "help worl< out a mechanism with Israel to allow legitimate humanitarian assistance to go to Gaza without 
provoking a needless confrontation," The Weekly Standard reported on Thursday. 

In an explicitly pro-Israeli letter, the congressional members expressed serious concern over reports that the "so­

called Free Gaza Movement" and the Humanitarian Aid Foundation (IHH) are planning to send another flotilla to· 

Gaza in the coming weeks to provoke a confrontation with Israel. 

"As members of the United States House of Representatives we ask you to help discourage these efforts and worl< 

with the Israeli government in a productive way as it continues to allow legitimate aid, but not weapons, to enter 

Gaza," the letter said. 

The members of Congress alleged that the government of Israel has demonstrated a commitment to ensuring the 

basic needs of those living in the Gaza Strip are being met and that over the last year the capacity of existing land 

crossings had been increased, citing as an example the capacity of the Kerem Shalom crossing increasing by 210 

percent. 

The letter recalled that more than 3,600 supply trucks had entered Gaza in the month of March alone, delivering 

tens of thousands of tons of goods, including food, clothing, medicine and fuel. It said over the past year, agricultural 

exports from the Gaza Strip have gradually increased and economic growth in Gaza reached 15 percent in 201 O. 
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"These are all clear signs that Israeli policies are making a positive impact on the lives of the Palestinian people," 

the Congress members underlined. 

According to the letter, Israel, like any country in the world, must take whatever steps necessary to protect its 

citizens and that starts with preventing additional weapons from entering Gaza. It said if flotilla organizers carry out 

their confrontational plans, the Israelis will have little choice but to board the vessels and search for weapons. 'We 

fear violence could erupt just as it did last year." 

The members of Congress called for Erdogan's active participation in finding a resolution that prevents violence and 

hoped that his government can help work out a mechanism with Israel lo allow "legitimate" humanitarian assistance 

to go to Gaza without provoking a confrontation. 

'We are confident that Israel, as it has in the past, will continue to allow such aid lo flow subject to appropriate 

security screening. By finding a constructive solution as an alternative to another flotilla, you have a unique 

Opportunity to potentially save lives and be a force for stability at a particularly volatile time,' the letter concluded. 

According to the report, Representatives Steve Israel, Tom Cole, Howard L. Berman, Henry A. Waxman, Jason • 

Chaffetz, Denny Rehberg, Gary L. Ackerman, Henry Cuellar, Shelley Berkley, Mike Quigley, Joseph Crowley, Mike 

Ross, Theodore E. Deutch, Gene Green, Steve Scalise, Renee L. Ellmers, Richard L. Hanna, Ted Poe, Sue Wilkins 

Myrick, Heath Shuler, Lynn Jenkins, Reid J. Ribble, Adam B. Schiff, Steven R. Rothman, Carolyn B. Maloney, 

Jerrold Nadler, Bill Pascrell, Jr., Shelley Moore Capito, Janice D. Schakowsky, Debbie Wasserman Schultz, 

Christopher S. Murphy, Mike Kelly, Bill Johnson, Doug Lamborn, Jean Schmidt and Joe Barton signed the letter. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: Eilts, Colin C 
Sent: 
To: 

Friday, April 08, 201110:36 AM 
Sindle, James M; Dautrich, Jack T 

Subject: FW: from Ankara - regarding the next flotilla 

Categories: Working 

Interesting speech ... 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Richter, Kim B 
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 10:26 AM 
To: Eilts, Colin C; Greene, Elisa 
Subject: from Ankara - regarding the next flotilla 

In the News: Israel. Libya, Syria 

5. Gaza Flotilla: "IHH - Don't Let Israeli Tourists to Alanya" (Mil/iyet) 
Mainstream Milliyet reports that Islamic Human Rights and Freedom Organization (IHH) head Bulent Yildirim 
told an audience of over 1,000 that the IHH plans to send a second flotilla to Gaza, but apparently it will not set 
sail from Turkey. According to Milliyet, Yldirim said at an event in Alanya: "We are gelling ready for another 
flotilla. There will be a ship froin every country. Our own Mavi Marmara will set sail from Europe. Vessels will 
come from everywhere in the world. Israel will learn this: The Mediterranean does not belong to Israel. Just 
because we have had martyrs, we are not afraid. We will not step back. Let all know this: Until the blockade on 
Gaza is lifted and until our march to al-Aqsa is completed, this sea and land operation will continue. Also, ii will 
not be only by sea. We are preparing for land convoys as well. Our project for the purchase of an airplane will 
soon be realized. What do we say to the world leaders? Do not expect us to live in comfort, when people in 
Gaza are dying and don't expect us to remain silent when al Aqsa mosque is a prisoner. We are saying this: 
We don't have a problem with the Christians or Jews. But we do have a problem with one place! And we 
declare it with courage, without fear. Our problem is Zionism, which, like a virus, has infected all humanity." 
Dogan News Agency (DHA) quoted Yildirim on 04/07 as saying "There is a flotilla for the memory of 31 May, 
but it will be in mid June. Our own Mavi Marmara will set sail from Europe." Yildirim also called Alanya 
residents 'not to let Israeli tourists to Alanya before Israeli government apologizes and pays compensation 
because of Mavi Marmara.' Alanya, on Turkey's southern coas~ is a popular package tour destination for 
Israelis. 

Xim '.Richter 
Citizens Seivices Speclallst 
CA/OCS/ACS/NESCA 
\202) 647-8308 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior ReviewerJ 

Afghanistan, Bahrain, Egypt, Israel, West Bank, Gaza, Saudi Arabla 

richterkb@state.gov 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Levin, Jan X 
Wednesday, July 28, 2010 10:55 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 

Doc No. C15750532 Uate: 1211 f/<!U12 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

FW: (CO) UPDATE ON ISRAEL'S VIEWS ON GOLDSTONE AND FLOTILLA INQUIRIES 
(CO) TEL AVIV 1722 

This just out from Tel Aviv. Thanks. 

Jan Levin 

A/Po!Couns 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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~LEASED IN PART B1,1.4(D),NRI 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

From: Snipes, Christopher 

Schwedt, Miriam L 
Monday, June 07, 201 O 4:02 PM 
NEA-ALL-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
FW: Afternoon Brief 06/071111 (C) 
image001.gif 

Sent: Monday, June 07, .2010 4:00 PM 
To: SES-0 EditorProducts 

Doc No. C18750541 Date: 12/17/2012 

Cc: Andrew Koss; Andrew Schweikert; COR Kenneth Canete; Col Glenn2; Col. Glenn; OHS; OHS VA; DNI; ON! Watch; 
Elizabeth Farr; Fitzgerald, Ray; Gen. Paul Selva; George Glass NORTHCOM; Harold Moulton EUCOM; ICE Joint Intelligence 
Ops Center; J-2 Pentagon; JOC Battle Captain; Melissa Hanlon OSD; Michael K. Brown PACOM; Mike Rocco; NCMI OPS; 
NCTC Ops; NMCC/JCS ADP Liaison; NMCC/JCS Emergency Actions; NMCC/JCS OPS; NSA Homeland Security/NSA Watch; 
NSOC; Osborne, Phillip; OSD Cables; Paul Dececco NORTHCOM; Paul Schafer; Robert Hoff; Timothy Adams; USC!S 2; 
WHSR; XO Yokoyama 
Subject: Afternoon Brief 06/07/III (C) 

A EKECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
~Operations-Center 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Afternoon Brief No. 1 
Monday, June 7, 2010 
1600 EDTl1500 Lima 

ISRAELI STATE PANEL TO INVESTIGATE GAZA FLOTILLA 
( C) Defense Minister Barak made the announcement in parliament in response to a no-confidence motion 
introduced by opposition parties against the incident, according to press. Embassy Tel Aviv reports Israel is not 
ready to publicly comment on the panel because high-level officials likely are working out details. 
(Ops/Embassy Tel Aviv telcon, Reuters) 

TURKEY AND AZERBAIJAN SIGN'NATURAL GAS AGREEMENT 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer 
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(Ops/Office of the Special Envoy for Eurasian Energy e-mail, Reuters) 

I 
NR 

(Ops/Germany desk telcon, Reuters) 

Please see our classified website at http://ses.state.sgov.gov. 

Drafted: RRathod Approved: RPSanders 
Dist: State (all bureaus), NSS, OSD, NMCC, JCS, CIA, OSC, NCTC, DHS, DNl 

CONFIDENTIAL 
DERlVED FROM: Multiple sources DECLASSIFY ON: 20300606 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

From: OpsAlert 

Schwedt, Miriam L 
Wednesday, June 30, 2010 4:14 PM [RELEASED IN FULL[ 
NEA-ALL-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
FW: Afternoon Brief06/30/ll (C) 
image001.gif 

[NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS REDACTED[ 

Sent: Wednesday, June 30, 2010 3:00 PM 
Subject: Afternoon Brief 06/30/II (C) 

CONFIDENTIAL a EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
~ '\\"~ Operations Center 

Afternoon Brief 
Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

1500 EDT 

ISRAEL TO EXPAND POWERS OF GAZA FLOTILLA INQUIRY 
(SBU) The statement by Prime Minister Netanyahu followed panel head Jacob Tirkel's threats to resign if the 
government refused to grant it powers to subpoena witnesses and recommend sanctions, media report. The 
Office oflsrael and Palestinian Affairs comments the government is likely to strengthen the panel to improve its 
reputation in the international community and approve the request during a July 5 security cabinet meeting. 
(Ops/lsrael and Palestinian Affairs Office telcon, BBC) 

I I 

I I 

I I 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer 
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NR' 

Please see our classified website at http://ses.state.sgov.gov/ 

Drafted: SEHolmes Approved: DLBanks 
Dist: State (all bureaus), NSS, OSD, NMCC, JCS, CIA, OSC, NCTC, DHS, DNI 

CONFJDENTIAL 
DERIVED FROM: Kathmandu 564 DECLASSIFY ON: 20200629 

2 
,-

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750542 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept03561

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750544 Date: 12/17/2012 
]RELEASED IN FULLI 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

Levin, Jan X 
Friday, October 08, 201 O 12:18 PM 
NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Bass, Warren; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Andris, Matthew R 
FW: (UN) FLOTILLA FACT-FINDING REPORT: WHAT NEXT? 
(UN) TEL AVIV 2296 

Working 

Tel Aviv 2296 reports on conversation with Israeli MFA about potential post-flotilla activity in New York. 

Sensitive 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

Levin, Jan X 
Wednesday, June 02, 2010 9:18 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; NEA-IPA-DL 
FW: (SE) GAZA FLOTILLA AFTERMATH -SITREP 2 
(SE) TEL AVIV 1225 

Please see attached from Embassy Tel Aviv, thanks. 

Jan Levin, A/Po!Couns 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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[RELEASED IN FULL) 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Grubb, Jason B 
Thursday, June 03, 201 O 12:03 PM 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
FW: (SE) GAZA FLOTILLA AFTERMATH - SITREP 3 
(SE) TEL AVIV 1239 ' 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Honigstein, Michael D 
Friday, June 04, 201 O 11 :22 AM 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; NEA-IPA-DL; 'Kumar, Prem G.'; 'SES-O@state.gov' 
Levin, Jan X; Sievers, Marc J; Sumka, Howard J; Carlin, Sherry F; Power, Daniel J; Parker, 
Andrew C; Burnett, David R; Baron, Desiree A; TELAVIV POL; Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group; 
Waters, John R 
FW: (SE) GAZA FLOTILLA AFTERMATH - SITREP 4 

This just went out as Tel Aviv 1265. 

NotesTele.txt 

( 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

[RELEASED IN FULL) 

Patterson, Jessica H 
Tuesday, June 01, 201 o 6:45 PM 
NEA-IPA-DL 

vt 
Subject: FW: FW: (CO) MGGZ01: ALGERIA RESPONDS TO ISRAELI INTERCEPTION OF GAZA 

FLOTILLA 

From: campbell, Ryan T (Algiers) 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 1:06 PM 

·To: Patterson, Jessica H 
Subject: FW: (CO) MGGZ01: ALGERIA RESPONDS TO ISRAELI INTERCEPTION OF GAZA FLOTILLA 

FYI. 

NotesTele.bct 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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[RELEASED IN FULL) 

Doc No. C187505!:l4 LJate: 1 <!/1 O<!U1 <! 

Bowers, Allyson M .£35 
From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: Monday, June 28, 2010 11 :51 AM 
To: Holmstrom, Todd; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Jacoby, Julia I; Fre/ich, Karlene H; Lentz, Andrew N; 

Groeblacher, Julia; Dautrich, Jack T ' 
Subject: FW: fiotilla 

FYI 

From: Lawson, Christine M 
Sent: Monday, June 28, 2010 11:41 AM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
Subject: flotilla 

(SBU} Flotilla on hold?: Sunday's Al-Hayat reported that the sailing of the MV Julia/Naji al-Ali and/or the Mariam 
Lebanese blockade breakers may be delayed. According to the paper, the ships' organizers are considering joining a 
Freedom Flotilla 2 which may set sail from Turkey in the second half of July. The delay, the paper said, is due to 
technical and paperwork problems and also points to a desire to integrate the Lebanese ships in a larger effort so they 
won't be targeted as directly. The organizer of the Mariam project denied the reports to Al-Hayat, but as far as we 
know, that project hasn't even located a ship yet. Over the weekend, our security teams observed that no action was 
taking place on or around the MV Julia in Tripoli's port. While we will continue to remain vigilant and follow up the issue 
on our end, we will discontinue the sitreps unless they should become necessary again. 

Christine Lawson 
Lebanon Desk Officer 
Office of Egypt and Levant Affairs 
Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 
202-647-1030 

This email classified SECRET unless otherwise noted 
Derived from DSCG OS.1 (A, B ancl/or 0) 
Declllllfy Wn yean from date of emall or pi:r att.11cbment 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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!RELEASED IN FULL] 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Gregonis, Meghan E 
Thursday, June 03, 2010 12:25 PM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 

Doc No. C18750559 Date: 12/17/2012 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

(CO} JORDAN RECEIVES GAZ.A FLOTILLA ACTIVISTS FROM ISRAEL 
(CO) AMMAN 1270 

For the group. 

From: Hinman, Richard C (Amman) 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 11:31 AM 
To: Gregonis, Meghan E; Riley, Richard H; Shampaine, Nicole D; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
C:c: Ward, Jacqueline L (Amman); Long, Leslie Danai 
Subject: FW: (CO) JORDAN RECEIVES GAZ.A FLOTILLA ACTIVISTS FROM ISRAEL 

Colleagues, 

Update on movement of flotilla activists to Jordan from Israeli detention. Have a great weekend 

Suggested ELA: Arab and Muslim activists are released into Jordan amid posturing and complaints 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer/ 
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~ASED IN FULJ:j 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Holmes, Stephanie E 
Friday, June 04, 2010 1:31 PM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 

Doc No. C18750561 Date: 12/17/2012 

Subject: (C) MGGZ01: TUNISIA: UPDATE ON REACTIONS TO GAZA 

C 0 N FI DENT I AL TUNIS 000407 

SIPDIS 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 06/04/2020 
TAGS: ASEC, KPAL, PGOV, PHUM, PREL, GZ, TS, IS 
SUBJECT: MGGZOl: TUNISIA: UPDATE ON REACTIONS TO GAZA 
FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

REF: TUNIS 399 

Classified by Ambassador Gordon Gray for reasons 1.4 (b) and 
(d). 

Summary 

1. (C) The Tunisian General Labor Union (UGTT) continued the 
weeks protests over the Gaza flotilla incident with a 
demonstration in Tunis on June 3. The event, which drew UGTT 
supporters from around the area, received minor coverage in 
Tunisian press, but displayed a marked increase in 
anti-American themes. The Secretary General of the UGTT is 
calling on the Ambassador next week, likely to formally 
condemn lsrael,s actions and perceived U.S. unqualified 
support for Israel. The UGTT protest and the disruption of a 
teacher,s union meeting in Gafsa probably reveal how deeply 
Tunisian anger runs over the Gaza incident. End summary. 

UGTT Leads Demonstration 

2. (SBU) The Tunisian General Labor Union (UGTI) on June 3 
held a demonstration condemning Israeli actions in the Gaza 
flotilla incident and affirming solidarity with Palestinians, 
marking the latest in a series of protests this week 
(reftel). UGTT Secretary General Abdesselem Jerad headed the 
protest, and participants included labor union members, 
workers, students, and independent activists. Demonstrators 
marched on Mohamed V Avenue in Tunis, and a private Arabic 
daily, Al-Sharouq, reported that "thousands" attended the 
event. 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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3. (SBU) Regional offices of the UGTT took part in the 
demonstration in Tunis; one of the banners from the event 
read "The Regional UGTT Office in Bizerte supports resistance 
movements in Lebanon, Palestine, and Iraq." Unconfirmed 
reports say that protesters burned Israeli flags, and photos 
of the event show a plethora of Palestinian flags and 
scarves. The UGTT executive board met before the 
demonstration and issued a statement condemning Israeli 
actions, calling on the UN to implement sanctions, and 
expressing support to Turkey. 

4. (C) After the demonstration, according to civil society 
contacts, police used force against protesters who were 
carrying banners calling for freedom of expression and ending 
Tunisia,s policy for normalization with Israel, according to 
civil society contacts. 

Minor Press Coverage 

5. (SBU} Some of the daily newspapers reported on the UGTT 
demonstration, but apart from the UGTT's paper, none of them 
carried the story on the first page. La Presse, an official 
French daily, had a short article on the demonstration 
without photos on page eight. A private Arabic daily, 
Al-Sharouq, published a longer article on the demonstration 
and included photos. The UGTT's paper, Ash-Shaab, not 
surprisingly carried the story on the first page, had two 
pages of articles and photos within the paper, and published 
photos of the event on its back cover. 

Some Anti-American Sentiment 

6. (SBU) The UGTT demonstration had some anti-American 
overtones. The UGTT,s paper showed photos of demonstrators 
with banners, and a handwritten one read "U.S. imperialism 
and world Zionism are the worst enemies of freedom." 
Unconfirmed reports say that demonstrators burned US flags at 
the UGTT protest, and Jerad reportedly told French press that 
"The U.S. might have a good hand in defending mankind and 
democracy, but its continuous and scandalous 'cover' for 
Israel's crimes take away all credibility." 

7. (SBU) Jerad called the Embassy requesting an urgent 
appointment with the Ambassador, during which we expect he 
intends to deliver a message condemning Israeli actions in 
the flotilla incident and U.S. support for Israel. The 
Ambassador has agreed to meet with Jerad on June 9 and plans 
to explain to him the U.S. position on the Gaza incident and 
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the importance of continued proximity talks. 

Teachers Fight Over Flotilla Stance 

8. (SBU) An independent Arabic daily, As-Sarih, reported that 
arguments over the flotilla incident disrupted a meeting of 
the teacher's union in Gafsa. The former head of the union 
wanted the union to be more active in condemning the Israeli 
actions, and an altercation occurred between the former and 
current head of the union. Members decided to cancel the 
meeting following the argument 

Comment 

9. (C) The UGTI's latest demonstrations appeared harsher in 
tone than the government-sanctioned protest on June 1, and 
the protest and disruption in the teacher's union meeting 
indicate how strongly the flotilla incident has stirred the 
anger of the Tunisian populace. While the government has 
been careful to control the demonstrations and public 
statements, the latest expressions of anger are increasingly 
directed toward the USG. End comment. 

GRAY 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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[RELEASED IN FULL] 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Holmes, Stephanie E 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 6:44 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 

Doc No. C18750564 Date: 12/17/2012 

Subject: (SBU) MGGZ01: OFFICIAL RESPONSE: OMAN CONDEMNS ISRAELI ACTION AGAINST 
AID FLOTILLA 

UNCLAS MUSCAT 000368 

SENSITIVE 

E.O. 12958: N/ A 
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, GZ, IS, MU 
SUBJECT: OFFICIAL RESPONSE: OMAN CONDEMNS ISRAELI ACTION AGAINST AID 
FLOTILLA 

. 1. (U) SUMMARY: The Sultanate yesterday issued a statement 
expressing its condemnation of the Israeli actions against the 
'aid' flotilla convoy intended for Gaza. Comments were released 
May 31 from both the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Majlis 
Ash'shura and posted by the Government of Oman's "O_man News Agency" 
website. END SUMMARY. 

2. (U} MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS STATEMENT: "The Sultanate of 
Oman followed with pain and concern the incidents of the aid 
flotilla convoy which was heading for Gaza and obstructed by the 
Israeli navy using weapons that resulted in the fall of martyrs and 
innocent victims. The Sultanate expresses its sincere condolences 
and sympathy for families of the bereaved, and also condemns the 
Israeli assault which contravenes with the international law. The 
Sultanate appeals to the international community to shoulder its 
responsibility towards the lifting of the blockade on Gaza Strip 
' and provide every possible support to alleviate the suffering of 
the Palestinian people in Gaza and the West Bank." 

3. (U) Majlis Ash'shura STATEMENT: The Majlis Ash'shura condemned 
the Israeli aggression on the aid flotilla in a statement that 
said, "the assault caused the victimization of scores of innocent 
people. Majlis Ash'shura calls upon the international community, 
parliamentary councils in the world and human rights organizations 
to take practical steps to deter Israel and stop its recurrent 
aggression on the Palestinian people and humanitarian initiatives." 
It also echoed a similar plea on the international community and 
reviewed reports on parliament members kidnapped by the Israeli 
occupation authorities in ~alestine. 

3. (SBU) COMMENT: The official Omani reaction was relatively 
measured in comparison to other responses, in keeping with its 
low-key approach to foreign affairs. The separate statement from 
the Majlis Ash'Shura is one of the few times that the Majlis has 
officially issued a separate statement from the government (Foreign 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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Ministry). END COMMENT. 

Schmierer 

NOTE: SVC FOR POSSIBLE MISSING "AIDAC" CAPTION 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

UNCLAS ADANA 000046 

SENSITIVE 
SIPDIS 

E.O. 12958: N/A 

[RELEASED IN FULL] 

Holmes, Stephanie E 
Friday, June 04, 2010 11 :38 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
(SBU) MGGZ01: VIEWS ON THE GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT IN SE TURKEY 

[NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS REDACTED] 

TAGS: PREL, PGOV, ASEC, TU 
SUBJECT: VIEWS ON THE GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT IN SE TURKEY 

1. (SBU) Summary: A number of anti-Israel protests have taken 
place in southeast Turkey, but contacts and media report no 
anti-U.S. sentiment during demonstrations outside Adana. 
Commentary puts the blame for the incident squarely on Israel for 
its use of disproportionate force. Pro-Kurdish media reject 
attempts to link the Gaza flotilla incident with an attack that 
occurred on a Turkish naval base in lskenderun on May 31. Tension 
over the Gaza incident appears to be dissipating, and the priority 
in the SE is again Kurdish issues. 

PROTESTS ARE ANTl-ISRAEL, NOT ANTl-U.S. 

2. (SBU) Local media and contacts report law-abiding and peaceful 
demonstrations and protests throughout southeast Turkey, including 
in Diyarbakir, Van and Mardin. The protests target Israel, and 
anti-U.S. sentiments are not pervasive. Van Times 
(www.vantimes.net) owner and editor Aziz Aykac told us that "Because 
western countries and the United Nations condemned the incident, 
residents did not place any blame on the U.S. or other western 
countries. •r 

3. (SBU) Diyarbakir Journalists Association Chairperson Faruk 
Balikci told us one of the people killed in the incident was from 
Diyarbakir, and his family has set up a tent to receive people 
extending condolences. Balikci observed mourners peacefully 
extending condolences but, like Aykac, did not note any anti-U.S. 
sentiment. 

4. (SBU) President of Cizre's Chamber of Commerce Adana Elci said 
the mood in Cizre in Sirnak province reflected that of other areas 
of Turkey- sadness at the loss of life and outrage at Israel's 
"anti-humanitarian" attack. He conceded that Israel had issued 
several warnings to the flotilla organizers, but said there was no 
need for such a "disproportionate attack." 

S. (SBU) While most local media in SE Turkey agreed with Elci's 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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view that Israel had acted disproportionately against the flotilla, 
pro-PKK Firat News sounded a contrary note. In an article titled 
"Did IHH Head for Gaza to Help or to Run Jihad?" Firat quoted 
statements from IHH President Bulent Yildirim to reach the 
conclusion that the activists on the Mavi Marmara attacked the 
Israeli soldiers first. 

LOCAL CONCERNS TAKE PRIORITY 

PRO-KURDISH MEDIA RESIST ATIEMPTS TO LINK ISKENDERUN ATIACK AND 
GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

7. (U) In contrast with other local media, pro-Kurdish media 
resisted attempts to link the Gaza flotilla incident with the June 
1 PKK attack on a Turkish naval facility in lskenderun, Hatay 
province, which resulted in the deaths of six sailors. A columnist 
from Gunluk newspaper (http://www.gunlukgazetesi.net) categorically 
dismisses any link between the two incidents, saying it is AKP's 
"routine habit" to link a terrible but totallv unrelatA" inri"""• 
with the PKK. I 

FIRAT: TURKEY-ISRAEL WILL MAINTAIN MILITARY TIES / 

8. (U) Pro-PKK Firat News (www.firatnews.com) analyzed the 
long-term military relationship between Turkey and Israel to 
support its argument that despite the Go T's tough statements on the 
Gaza flotilla incident, it is unlikely that the strong trade and 
arms sales connection between the countries will end. Firat said 
Turkey and Israel have gone through crises in the past because of 
Palestine and Gaza issues, but it has always been the case that 
commercial ties, especially military trade, have not stopped. The 
article touches upon "the continuing intelligence sharing between 
the two countries against the PKK," saying that Israel's Mossad was 
involved in Abdullah Ocalan's capture in 1999, and that the Herons 
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Israel sold to Turkey have enabled Turkey to gather intelligence 
for its internal and cross-border military operations. According 
to Firat, Turkey had already asked for ten more Herons to be 
supplied in the first six months of 2010. 

9. (SBU) Comment: The lack of anti-U.S. sentiment in the distant 
corners of SE Turkey is in marked contrast to protesters in Adana, 
who burned both an Israeli and a U.S. flag in a demonstration on 
Tuesday. Pro-PKK and pro-Kurdish media sources tend to be 
unreliable in their reporting, but their denial of a link between 
the Gaza and lskenderun incidents stands out from other local media 
outlets which have used inflammatory rhetoric to link the events. 
DARNELL 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

Gregonis, Meghan E 
Thursday, June 03, 201 O 12:33 PM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
(SE) JORDAN CONDEMNS ISRAELI RAID ON FREEDOM FLOTILLA, URGES 
INTERNATIONAL ACTION !RELEASED IN FULL! 
(SE) AMMAN 1259 

More on Gaza from Embassy Amman. 

from: Olson, Maria G 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 10:53 AM 
To: NEA-Staff·Assistants-DL; Gregonls, Meghan E 
Cc: Olson, Maria G; Mandel, Lawrence C (Amman) 
Subject: FW: (SE) JORDAN CONDEMNS ISRAELI RAID ON FREEDOM FLOTILLA, URGES INTERNATIONAL ACTION 

Summary: Jordan's condenmation of the Israeli raid is calibrated to public outrage and frustration in an effort 
to avoid domestic and regional criticism of Jordan's moderate policies and cooperation with the U.S. and Israel. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Rathod, Rona R 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 6:47 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 

Doc No. C18750568 Date: 12/17/2012 

Subject: (U) MGGZ01 MALAYSIAN DEMONSTRATIONS IN FRONT OF CHANCERY PROTESTING 
GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

0010901ZJUN10 
FM AM EMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4389 
INFO ASEAN MEMBER COLLECTIVE PRIORITY 
ISLAMIC COLLECTIVE PRIORITY 
HQ USPACOM HONOLULU HI PRIORITY 

UNCLAS KUALA LUMPUR 000423 

SENSITIVE 
SIPDIS 

E.0. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, MY, IS 

' 

SUBJECT: MALAYSIAN DEMONSTRATIONS IN FRONT OF CHANCERY 
PROTESTING GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

1. (SBU) Summary: Prime Minister Najib Razak and Foreign 
Minister Anifah Aman denounced Israel's actions toward the 
Free Gaza Movement flotilla and called for UN action on May 
31 and "June 1. A group of 50-100 demonstrators drawn from 
opposition Parliamenterians, a conservative Malay NGO called 
Perkasa, and other groups of NGOs, held peaceful 
demonstrations in front of the U.S. Embassy on June 1 and 
presented petitions and protest letters addressed to 
President Obama. Further, larger demonstrations are expected 
on Friday, June 4, after midday prayers. The GOM did not 
contact the U.S. Embassy officially on this issue. End 
Summary. 
2. (SBU) Several political party groups and NG Os staged 
peaceful demonstrations in front of the U.S. Embassy on June 
1, presenting a total of seven documents (e-mailed to 
EAP/MTS) -- letters to President Obama and various petitions 
-- to Polcouns outside the Embassy's gates, with local media 
on hand. One group included nine Members of Parliament from 
the opposition parties, Islamic Party of Malaysia (PAS), the 
People's Justice Party (PKR) and the Democratic Action Party 
(DAP). While most of the letters called on the U.S. to take 
action against Israel, one NGO group said that their message 
was targeted only at the government of Israel, using the USG 
as a conduit. In the only untoward incident, one 
demonstrator, described in press reports as a Palestinian, 
slashed his legs with a penknife before being restrained. 
Police provided protection for the Embassy and Embassy 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Seni~r Reviewer) 
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operations were not interrupted. 
3. (SBU) Malaysia had a strong interest in the Free Gaza 
Movement flotilla. The Perdana Global Peace Organization, 
headed by former Prime Minister Mahathir, reportedly financed 
three of the flotilla's ships. Prime Minister Najib Razak's 
wife Rosmah Mansorwas reported to be providing financial 
support. The 17 Malaysian participants in the flotilla 
included a member of Parliament, several journalists, and NGO 
representatives; 11 Malaysians were reportedly aboard the 
Mavi Marmara when it was boarded by the Israeli navy; no 
Malaysians have been reported as injured or killed. The 
organization of the flotilla received prominent press 
coverage, and news of the interception of the flotilla and 
deaths aboard ship was the leading news story on May 31 and 
June 1. 
4. (SBU) On June 1, Prime Minister Na jib was quoted as saying 
that the "whole world should condemn the action of this cruel 
regime," adding that Tel Aviv had no respect for 
international law. On May 31, Foreign Minister Anifah Aman 
issued a statement demanding that Israel cease its "inhumane" 
treatment of the activists, calling for their immediate 
release, and calling for a UN Security Council emergency 

( 

meeting. Former Prime Minister Mahathir called the 
interceptions "a ridiculous action on a non-combatant ship 
that carried no weapons." He added that the Israelis "can do 
anything they want, break any international law without care 
and they will be protected by certain people." 
RAPSON 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Holmes, Stephanie E · 
Friday, June 04, 201011:55 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 

(NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS REDACTED[ 

Subject: (U) MGGZ01: Media Reaction: Mideast-Flotilla, Afghanistan-Jirga, U.S.-Oil, Economic­
Regulation; BERLN 

UNCLAS BERLIN 000682 

SIPDIS 
STATE FOR INR/R/MR, EUR/PAPD, EUR/PPA, EUR/CE, INR/EUC, INR/P 

SECDEF FOR USDP/ISA/DSM 

DIA FOR DC-4A 
USEUCOM FOR JS 
VIENNA FOR CSBM, CSCE, PAA 
"PERISHABLE INFORMATION -- DO NOT SERVICE" 

E.0.12958: N/A 
TAGS: OPRC, KMDR, SENV, ECON, GM, XF, GZ, AF 
SUBJECT: Media Reaction: Mideast-Flotilla, Afghanistan-Jirga, 

U.S.-Oil, Economic-Regulation;BERLN 

Friday 

June 04, 2010 

CONTENTS 

1. Lead Stories Summary 

2. (Mideast) Gaza Flotilla 

3. (Afghanistan) Peace Jirga 

4. (U.S.) Oil Spill 

5. (Economic) Financial Regulations 

1. Lead Stories Summary 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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2. (Mideast) Gaza Flotilla 

Frankfurter Allgemeine (6/4} carried several reports on the 
aftermath of the Israeli raid on the Gaza flotilla. One dealt with 
the Israeli reaction under the headline: "Wooden Blocks Turned into 
Iron Rods" and wrote: "It is still unclear what happened during the 
storming of the 'Solidarity Fleet,' but Israel is resisting an 
interna.tional investigation and is instead trying to prove how 
violent the activists on the ships were." 

In a report on the Turkish reaction to the raid on the flotilla, 
Frankfurter Allgemeine (6/4} wrote under the headline "Turkey 
Demands Apology,'' that "Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan said it is a 
welcome consequence of the Israeli attack on the Gaza flotilla that 
the situation of the Palestinians is now again attracting greater 
attention. In addition, he criticized that Israel always defines 
criticism of Israel as anti-Semitism. Erdogan said in Ankara on 
Thursday: "No one believes this any longer.' ... In a resolution 
that was adopted in the Turkish parliament on Thursday, it called 

upon Israel to apologize for the 'inhuman attack' on May 31, punish 
the ones who are responsible, and pay compensations to the 
victims. 1

' 

Tagesspiegel (6/4) carried a report under the headline: "Gaza 
Activists Announcing New Ships - Grand Reception for Returnees in 
Istanbul," and reported that the activists "were welcomed in 
Istanbul like heroes. Thousands of people shouted; 'We are proud 
of you.' The paper added: "In view of the widespread anger of the 
Turks at Israel, new activities for Gaza are likely. An IHH 
spokesman said that many more ships than the previous six ones 
would soon set off on a voyage [to Gaza}." 

"U.S. Calling for Relaxation of Gaza Blockade," headlined Financial 
Times Deutsch land (6/4) and wrote: "The U.S. government is working 
under high pressure to defuse the diplomatic crisis following the 
Israeli storming of the Gaza 'solidarity flotilla.' Washington is 
working on a relaxation of the blockade of the Gaza Strip but also 
on setting up an independent investigative committee that is to 
examine the bloody incident. With this approach, President Obama 
is trying to help Israel get out of the current isola~ion. Friends 
and enemies condemned the storming of the six ships because it was 
out of proportion. All nine victims come from Turkey and one of 
them had a U.S. passport. The government in Ankara is irritated by 
the subdued U.S. reaction." 

Deutschlandfunk (6/3) commented: "Israel and the United States no 
longer have the same interests in the Middle East Since Israel's 
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behavior is weakening the U.S. allies in the region - be it 
J~rdan's King Abdullah or Egypt's President Mubarak - it will 
weaken the U.S. influence.... The Arab neighbors will now 
receive the Turks with open arms .... And what about the Europeans? 
Irrespective of whether it w Israel's war in the Gaza Strip or 
Mossad's assassination attack in Dubai, the Europeans only made 
statements that were as soft as wax and no one took it seriously, 
neither the Israelis nor the Arabs. Thus, the Europeans are 
forfeiting their reputation and the ability to influence events. 
The EU cannot be indifferent to the fact that Israel is stirring up 
the situation in the Middle East again and again. The citizens in 
Europe must demand a change of their governments' policies toward 
the Middle East and insist on a policy that serves their own 
European interests." 

In an editorial Frankfurter Allgemeine (6/4) said: "It was a 
previous Israeli strategy not to admit any mistakes or to show 
weakness. In the meantime, it has turned into an obsession that no 
longer protects the country but is detrimental to Israel. Prime 
Minister Netanyahu has dismissed demands to lift the Gaza blockade 
even though Israel has not achieved one of its goals ... and now 
Israel even rejects an independent investigation of the military 
operation against the Gaza flotilla, even though its justification 
must really be doubted when applying international law and even 
though the implementation of the operation was out of 
proportion ..... " 

In an editorial, under the headline: "Alone Against the. Rest of the 
World," Sueddeutsche Zeitung (6/4) argued: "With its stubborn 
attitude, Israel is even infuriating its closest allies. With this 

Rambo operation against ships loaded with relief goods, Israel has 
caused an outrage everywhere in the world. But now the leadership 
in Jerusalem is about to worsen the situation by stubbornly 
justifying the operation that went far beyond the original goal. 
With it, Israel is now risking an international isolation .... If 
Israel has nothing to hide, as the government and the military have 
asserted again and again, it should not be opposed to an 
international investigative commission .... In this case, the 
stubbornness of the Israeli leadership is not only scandalous but 
even counterproductive." 

J 

Financial Times Deutschland (6/4) judged under the headline: "The 
Ultra-Right-Wing State" that "the government of Benjamin Netanyahu 
and Avigdor Lieberman does not give a damn about human rights. As 
long as this remains the case, the West should suspend Israel's 
privileged status. It was easy for the West to find reasons for 
this privileged status as long as Israel was a state that abided by 
rule of law, but these privileges should no longer be granted to 
Netanyahu and Lieberman. Their temporary freeze would be a signal 
that the current situation cannot go on - also towards the Israelis 
who do not support the policy of their government. Israel's right 
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wing is arguing that human rights violations are based on the state 
of war in which the country is. lf Netanyahu and Lieberman are 
allowed to continue as before, the Middle East will remain in its 
current state." 

Berliner Zeitung (6/4) observed in an editorial: "It has long been 
clear that never before has a policy been as counterproductive as 
Israel's policy towards.the Gaza Strip. But it is new that an 
increasing number of politicians openly say so .... The Gaza policy 
must be redefined. The problem with the Palestinian house of 
poverty is that it can no longer be ignored. Even the 
rapprochement talks between Israel and the moderate Palestinian 
leadership must now dedicate their attention to the Gaza question. 
Much will depend on whether the Obama government considers the 
previous Gaza policy not only to be 'questionable' but also sees a 
need to revamp it." 

3. (Afghanistan) Peace Jirga 
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4. (U.S.) Oil Spill 
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5. (Economic) Financial Regulations 
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From~ svcsmartmft 

[NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS REDACTED[ 

Sent: 5/3112010 10:46:48 PM 

To: SMART Core 
Subjoct: TOKYO MEDIA REACTION - ISRAELI A TT ACK ON G/l:ZA AID FLOTILLA AND CHINA-JAPAN SUMMIT 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 

E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 
Pass Line: 

Subject: 

UN CLAS TOKYO 001065 

SIPDIS 

UNCLASSIFIED 

1 O TOKYO 1065 

Jun 01, 2010 I 0102432 JUN 10 

AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

WASHDC, SECSTATEPRJORITY; WASHINGTON DC, SECDEFPRIORITY; · 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE WASHINGTON DCPRIORITY; 

DEPT OF TREASURY WASHINGTON DCPRIORITY; COMNAVFORJAPAN YOKOSUKA JA 
PRIORITY; HQ USPACOM HONOLULU HIPRIORITY; 

COMPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HlllN54111PRIOR11Y; HQ PACAF HICKAM AFB HIJlc;CIPNI 
PRIORITY; OKINAWA FLO OFC US FORt;;ES JAPAN CP BUTLER JAPRIORITY; USFJ 
PRIORITY 

12956 

OllP. KMDR. KPAO, JA 

SIPDIS 

STATE FOR I/RF, PNPRIFPCIW, llP/G/EA. EAP/PD, R/MR, 
EAPIJ, EAP/P, PM; 
USTR FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE; 
TREASURY FOR OASIAllMI: 
SECDEF FOR OASD/PA; 
CP BUTLER OKINAWA FOR AREA FIELD OFFICE; 
PACOM HONOLULU FOR PUBLIC DIPLOMACY ADVISOR 

TOKYO MEDIA REACTION - ISRAELI ATTACK ON GAZA AID FLOTILLA AND GHINA­
JAPAN SUMMIT 

STATE FOR I/RF, PNPRJFPGIW, llP/GIEA, EAPIPD, RIMR, 
EAPIJ, EAP/P, PM; 
USTR FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE; 
TREASURY FOR OASINIMI: 
SEGDEF FOR OASD/PA; 
GP BUTLER OKINAWA FOR AREA FIELD OFFICE; 
PACOM HONOLULU FOR PUBLIC DIPLOMACY ADVISOR 

E.0. 12956: N/A 
TAGS: OllP. KMDR, KPAO, JA 
SUBJECT: TOKYO MEDIA REACTION - ISRAELI ATTACK ON G/l:ZA 
AID FLOTILLA AND CHINA-JAPAN SUMMIT 

1. LEAD STORIES: I 
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2. "Israeli Attack m Decision to Maintain Coalition?" 
On the it>raeli commando raid on a flotilla of aid 
vessels headed for Gaza, a Cairo correspondent with the 
liberal Tokyo Shimbun stated (6/1): "The Netanyahu 
administration is apparently viewed as the mos! right~ 
wing government since Israel's foundation. It once 
again demonstrated its hard line stance amid the 
aggravation of its ties with President Obama. The 
Israeli government's foremost policy priority is the 
complete containment of the Islamic fundamentalist 
group Hamas, which controls the Gaza district. The 
prime minister was apparently prepared to face 
international condemnation for attar.king fthe notilla] 
in order to maintain control over his coalition 
government that indudes an ultra-right party." 

3. "Major Ri~ in Friendship" The liberal Mainichi 
wrote from Jerusalem (6/1): "Relations between Israel 
and Turkey are bound to deteriorate significantly. 
Turkey has been number one among Islamic countries as a 
friendly nation ta Israel. Hopes are pinned on Turkey 
as a 'go-between' in Middle East peace talks. A schism 
between Turkey and Israel could develop into a 
situation that would further confound the stalemate in 
the region." 
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To: SMART Core 
Subject: TOKYO MEDIA REACTION· ISRAELI FLOTILLA ATTACK 
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Action: 
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WASHDC, SECSTATEPR/ORITY; WASHINGTON DC, SECDEFPR/ORITY; 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE WASHINGTON DCPRIORITY; 
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OllP. KMDR, KPAO, JA 

SIPDIS 

STATE FOR I/RF, PA/PR/FPCN-1, llPIG/EA, EAPIPD, R/MR, 
EAPIJ, EAP/P, PM; 
USTR FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE; 
TREASURY FOR OASIA/IMI; 
SECDEF FOR OASDIPA; 

. CP BUTLER OKINAWA FOR AREA FIELD OFFICE; 
PACOM HONOLULU FOR PUBLIC DIPLOMACY ADVISOR 

TOKYO MEDIA REACTION -ISRAELI FLOTILLA ATTACK 

STATE FOR I/RF, PAIPRIFPCNI, llPIGIEA, EAPIPD. RIMR, 
EAPIJ, EAPIP, PM; 
USTR FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE; 
TREASURY FOR OASIAllMI; 
SECDEF FOR DASO/PA; 
CP BUTLER OKINAWA FOR AREA FIELD OFFICE; 
PACOM HONOLULU FOR PUBLIC DIPLOMIAGY ADVISOR 

E.O. 12958: NIA 
TAGS: OllP, KMDR, KPAO, JA 
SUBJECT: TOKYO MEDIA REACTION -ISRAELI FLOTILLA ATTACK 

1. LEAD STORIES:[ 
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2. "Use of Force Unacceptable'' The liberal Asahi editorialized 
{614): "Israel's forceful military action has caused another 
tragedy .... Israeli Prirne Mlnister Netanyahu has been insisting that 
his nation took the action out of self defense. However, the attack 
was carried out by a fully armed unit against civilians from Turkey 
and European nations. The prime minister's statement is not 
convincing. It made sense for the UN Security Council to hold an 
emergency meeting and is.sue a presidential statement expressing 
'regret at the loss of life resulting frorn the use of force by the 
Israeli military,' Criticism of Israel is spreading in Arab nations 
and Turkey. The U.S. must move quickly to improve the situation by 
using its influence over Israel. Otheiwise. indirect talks between 
the Israelis and the Palestinians mediated by the U.S. will 
collapse." 

3. "Blockade on Gaza Must Be Immediately Lifted" The liberal 
Mainichi wrote in an editorial (6/4): "It's hard to believe that 
such an incident occurred .... The UN Security Council unanimously 
adopted on the day after the incident a presidential statement 
expressing 'deep regret' over the Israeli milltary's use of force. 
We approve of the UNSC's swift adoption of the statement. However, 
the statement failed to include a clear condemnation of Israel 
because of apposition from the U.S., which 'unconditionally 
supports' Israel. It is not acceptable to support Israel simply 
because it is a friend of the U.S .•.• Israel must immediately lift 
its blockade on Gaza. We hope that the U.S. will make responsible 
efforts to persuade Israel to do so." 
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[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

From: svcsmartmfi 
Sent: 6/6/2010 10:06:39 PM [NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS REDACTEDj 
To: SMART Core 
Subiect: TOKYO MEDIA REACTION- KAN ADMINISTRATION AND GAZ.A FLOTILLA ATTACK 

MRN: 

DatelDTG: 
From: 
Action: 

E.O.: 
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Subject: 

UNCLAS TOKYO 001109 

SIPDIS 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 TOKYO 1109 
Jun 07, 2010 I 070203ZJUN 10 

AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

WASHDC, SECSTATEPRIOR17Y; WASHINGTON DC, SECDEFPRIOR17Y; 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE WASHINGTON DCrn10R17Y; 
DEPT OF TREASURY WASHINGTON DCPRIORl7Y; COMNAVFORJAPAN YOKOSUKA JA 
PRIORl7Y; HQ USPACOM HONOLULU HIPR/OR17Y; 
COMPACFLT PEARL HARBOR H!llN54111PRIOR11Y; HQ PACAF HICKAM AFB HI/ICC/PAii 
PRIORITY; OKINAWA FLD OFC US FORCES JAPAN CP BUTLER JAPRIOR/7Y; USFJ 
PR/OR/TY 

12958 
OllP, KMDR, KPAO, JA 

SIPDIS 

STATE FOR I/RF, PAIPRIFPCIW, llPIGIEA, EAPIPD, RIMR, 
EAP/J, EAPIP, PM; 
USTR FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE; 
TREASURY FOR OASIAllMI; 
SECDEF FOR OASD/PA; 
CP BUTLER OKINAWA FOR AREA FIELD OFFICE; 
PACOM HONOLULU FOR PUBLIC DIPLOMACY ADVISOR 

TOKYO MEDIA REACTION-KAN ADMINISTRATION AND GAZ.A FLOTILLA ATTACK 

STATE FOR I/RF, PAJPR/FPC/W, llPIG/EA, EAP/PD, RIMR, 
EAP/J. EAP/P. PM: 
USTR FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE; 
TREASURY FOR OASIAllMI; 
SECDEF FOR OASD/PA; 
CP BUTLER OKINAWA FOR AREA FIELD OFFICE; 
PACOM HONOLULU FOR PUBLIC DIPLOMACY ADVISOR 

E.O. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: OllP, KMDR, KPAO, JA 
SUBJECT: TOKYO MEDIA REACTION - KAN ADMINISTRATION AND 
GAZ.A FLOTILLA ATTACK 

1. LEAD STORIES:~! -------------\ 

I -
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4. "Isolation Deepening" On another seizure of a Gaza~ 
bound aid ship by the Israelis, the liberal Asahi 
stated from Jerusalem (6/6): "A military clash was 
averted this time around. However, international 
criticism of Israel has continued. As a greater number 
of aid vessels are expected to depart for Gaza, Israel 
is being forced to review how to deal with them. At the 
same time, its relations with Turkey, which has been 
one of a few friendly states in the Middte East, have 
aggravated sharply." 
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From: svcsmartmfi 

[RELEASED IN FULL] 

Sent: 71131201012:17:25AM 
To: SMART Core 
Subjeot: REPORTING REQUEST FOR GPZA FLOTILLA-RELATED RISE IN ANTI-SEMITISM WORLDWIDE 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 

TAGS: 
Captions: 

Sensitivity: 

Reference: 
Pass Line: 
Subject: 

UNCLAS TOKYO 001411 

SENSITIVE 
SIPDIS 

10TOKYO 1411 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 

Jul 13, 2010 I 13D415Z JUL 10 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
WASHDC, SECSTATEIMMEDIA1E 

13526 
PHUM, PGOV, OPRC, KIRF, KPAO, JA 

SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 

Sensitive 
A. STATE 72296 B. 09 TOKYO 907 

DEPT FOR DRUIRF - ELIJAH LOGSDON 

REPORTING REQUEST FOR GPZA FLOTILLA-RELATED RISE IN ANTI-SEMITISM 
WORLDWIDE 

DEPT FOR DRUIRF - ELIJAH LOGSDON 

E.O. 13526: N/A 
TAGS: PHUM, PGOV, OPRC, KIRF, KPAO, JA 
SUBJECT: REPORTING REQUEST FOR GPZA FLOTILLA-RELATED RISE 
IN ANTI-SEMITISM WORLDWIDE 

REF: A. STATE 72296 
B. 09 TOKYO 907 

1. Japan is a Shinto/Buddhist society with virtually no 
Jewish minority and no notable history of discrimination 
against Jews as an ethnic or religious group. Nonetheless, 
Ref B elaborates on instances in which anti-Semitism has 
manifested itself in Japanese society. That said, per Ref A 
request, post has noted no instances of anti-Semitism 
attributable to the May 31 Gaza flotilla incident. Notable 
reaction to the May 31 incident was limited lo government and 
editorial expressions of concern and criticism of Israeli 
Defense Force (IDF) actions and calls for further 
investigation. 

2. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs {MOFA) issued the 
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following statemenl on May 31: 

The Government of Japan is shocked at the report that people 
aboard boats carrying supplies to the Gaza Strip were 
victimized as a result of confrontation with Israeli Defense 
Forces. We deeply deplore the casualties and the injuries of 
many people. Japan condemns the violent acts which caused 
this tragic Incident. 

Japan expresses its deepest condolences to the bereaved 
families. Japan urges that a full investigation be conducted 
and the situation be fully clarified. 

Japan strongly calls upon all parties to refrain from 
activities that could set off a cycle of violence. 

End text MOFA statement. 
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From: Wa\uszewski, Hanna C 
Sent: 6/1/2010 8:41:19 AM 
To: SMART Core 
Subject: SWEDISH REACTIONS TO GAZ.A FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 
From: 
.Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 
Subjec.1: 

Summary 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 STOCKHOLM 298 

Jun 01. 2010 I 011239Z JUN 10 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
WASHDC, SECSTATEIMMEDJATE 

12958 

PREL, PGOV, IS, SW 
SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 

SWEDISH REACTIONS TO GAZ.A FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

_f53. 

1. (U) On May 31, demonstrations were organized all over Sweden in support 
of the 11 Swedish citizens onboard the Gaza flotilla and against the actions 
of the Israeli authorities. The demonstration held in Stockholm was 
reportedly the largest in Europe with around 7r000 protesters. The Gos 
immediately condemned the violence that occurred and the Israeli Ambassador 
to Sweden was summoned to the MFA. All 11 Swedes have been accounted for; 
however, the MFA has no information about their condition. End Summary. 

Demonstrations in Sweden 

2. (U) Demonstrations against the Gaza flotilla incident were organized all 
over Sweden on May 31. Protesters proclaimed support fo~ the 11 Swedes 
onboard the flotilla, and condemned the actions of the Israeli authorities. 
POL LES staff walked through the demonstration in downtown Stockholm of some 
7,000 people [police figures] demanding sanctions against Israel and an end 
to the Gaza blockade. Protesters burned Israeli flags and chanted anti­
Israeli and anti-U.S. Slogans. Unlike previous demonstrations against 
Israel, no Hezbollah or Hamas flags were observed. The demonstrators 
marched on the Israeli embassy as well. Although the demonstration was 
reportedly the largest held in Europe, there were no reports of violence. 
The police announced on June 1, that they have increased protection of 
synagogues in Stockholm and Malmo, the Israeli Embassy and the Jewish school 
in Stockholm. 

Gos Reactions 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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3. (SBU) On May 31, the Israeli Ambassador to Sweden Benny Dagan was 
summoned to the MFA where State Secretary Frank Belfrage expressed Sweden's 
deep concern regarding the situation with the Gaza flotilla and inquired 
about the 11 Swedish citizens who were aboard the ships. FM Bildt 
irrunediately stated [in an interview with Swedish Radio]' that the Israeli 
actions were.nvery serious and unacceptable." He also contacted EU's High 
Representative Catherine Ashton to urge a joint EU statement condemning the 
use of force. At the same time, he demanded an immediate, permanent and 
unconditional opening of the borders to Gaza for hurnanitorian aid, t~ade, 

and persons. 

4. {U) Bildt wrote on his blog on May 31, that ~'it is clear that the 
Israeli action is incompatible with international law as it took place in 
international waters. Let me say that I am concerned that the Isiaeli 
overuse of violence today plays right in the hands of extremists in 
different campsr We have all reason to distance ourselves from any use of 
violence and encourage political dialogue." When Bildt later in the evening 
was asked if he wished to see sanctions on Israel, Bildt said no, arguing 
that sanctions would affect the wrong persons. He also said that there are 
no plans to recall personnel from the Swedish Embassy in Israel as there are 
too few, rather than too many, diplomats present there at the moment. 

Red-Green Opposition Critical 

5. (U) The opposition three-party Red-Green Coalition made a joint 
statement on May 31, condemning Israel, saying "Israel's blockade of Gaza 
makes the entire area a gigantic outdoor prison where Israel controls what 
gets in and out." Social Democratic Party Leader Mona Sahlin demanded that 
Sweden recall its military attach€ and push to suspend the EU's trade 
agreement with Israel. Left Party Leader Lars Ohly spoke at the 
demonstration in Stockholm and demanded a boycott of Israel and an 
international discussion about sanctions. He referred to Israel as "God 
damn killers." 

All Swedes Accounted For 

6. (U) At least four of the eleven Swedes that were onboard the Gaza 
flotilla are flying back to Sweden today, according to the Swedish MFA. 
Five Swedes aboard the ship "Sofiau were faced with the choice of signing a 
voluntary depoitation agreement or going through legal proceedings in 
Israel. Those five are: author Henning Mankell, Dr. Viktoria Strand, Green 
Party Member of Parliament Mehmet Kaplan, artist Dror Feiler, and cashier in 
the Swedish "Ship to Gaza" organization Saman Ali. Six Swedes are held in 
the Ela Prison in Beersheba~ according to the MFA and the organization "Ship 
to Gaza": theologian Ulf Carmesund, pediatrician Henry Ascher, researcher in 
refugee medicine Kimberly Soto Aguayo, and Chair of the Immigrant Groups of 
Uppsala Amil Sarsour. Professor and spokesperson for "Ship to Gaza" Mattias 
Gardell and his wife, historian Edda Manga, who were aboard the "Mavi 
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Marmara, 11 are also reportedly being held in the Ela Prison. The MFA states 
it has no information about the conditions of any of the Swedes. 

MINIMIZED CONSIDERED 

Signature: 

Drafted By: 
Cleared By: 
Approvett Sy: 

Released By: 
Info: 

Dissemination Rule: 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
Page 3 of 3 

BARZ:UN 

STOCKHOLM:Waluszewski, Hanna C 
Stockholm:Koehler, Marc D 
Stockholm:Koehler, Marc D 
STOCKHOLM:Waluszewski, Hanna C 

TEL AVIV, AMEMBASSYIMMEDIATE; ISTANBUL, AMCONSULIMMEDIA!E; 

ANKARA, AMEMBASSYIMMEDIATE; JERUSAlEM, AMCONSULIMMEDIA!E; 
EUROPEAN POllTICAl COLLECTIVEIMMEDIA!E 

Archive Copy 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750576 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept03596

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750577 Date: 12/17/2012 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
Page 1of3 

[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

From: Koch, Ryan J 
Sent: 6/2/201010:18:25 AM 

To: SMART Core 
Subject: MEDIA REACTION: SWEDISH MEDIA ON GNA FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

UNCLASSIFIED 

MRN: 10 STOCKHOLM 302 

Date/DTG: 

from: 
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Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
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OPRC, KMDR, SW, PREL, KPAO 

SIPDIS 

Subject: MEDIA REACTION: SWEDISH MEDIA ON GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

1. (U) START SUMMARY 

The immediate reaction In Swedish media to the boarding of the Gaza flotilla was emotional and uniformty critical. 
The reaction was influenced by the fact that eleven Swedes with the flotilla were initially missing. In the last 24 

hours, media reporting and commentary has become more muted and focused on balanced discussion of Israel's 
policy and the situation in Gaza. The traditionally liberal and lsrael~friendty print media have tried tci strike a 
balance in edJtorials.between condemning what they see as the excessive force by tsrael while not being seen as 
supportive of Ha mas. Sweden's largest circulation paper, Aftonbladet, has featured the harshest criticism of the 
raid and Israeli policJes on settlements and Gaza. (Note: In October 2009, Aftonbladet also caused controversy 
with Israel over an article connecting the Israeli army with reputed organ theft.) The broadcast media has 
featured more neutral reporting following initially heated first reactions. The overall trend in the media appears 
have gone from 'massacre by Israel' to a more 'unfortunate outcome caused by unexpected events.' Among the 
bloggers the divide fs greater, with strong Israel supporters on one side and Palestine supporters on the other, and 
little or no common ground. 
END SUMMARY 

2. (U) BROADCAST MEDIA 

Swedish broadcast media is two·thirds public service owned and therefore attempts to report rather than 
comment. Swedish Tele11ision's {SVT} senior foreign affairs commentator, Bo·lnge Andersson stated that the Israeli 
action is threatening President Obama's .. grand plan" to achieve peace in the Middle East and continued, "As long 
as Hamas does not recognize Israel's existence, there can be no agreement," and, "it is pretty dear that Obama 
will not be able to change Israel's policy." Andersson stated that while the U.S. voters support Israel, Obama 
cannot overly favor Israel and retain his good reputation in the world. Andersson con dudes that support for 
Hamas is falling in Gaza b11t the world wHt need to promise a better life for the Palestinian people. for a reg,ime shift 
to occur which "requires that both Palestinians and Israelis start to think anew.H All broadcast media (SVT, TV4 and 
Swedish Radio) focused much reporting on the fate of the released swedes, Member of Parliament Mehmet 
Kaplan and writer Henning Mankel!. Mankell called for sanctions against Israel similar to the ones levied against 
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South Afrrca during apartheid while Kaplan spoke about how rubber bullets and stun guns were used in the raid. 

3. (U) PRINT MEDIA 
Traditlonally lsrael·frien-dly ma}or liberal and conservative media were attempting to downplay the lsraeli raid in 
their editorials and instead focused on Israel's role in the world and their reputation internationally. leading 
opinion maker Dagens Nvheter {DN) wrote on June 1 in Its lead editorial that while "there ls a legitimate interest 
that heavy weapons are not smuggled into Gaza, one cannot defend yesterday's deadly confrontation with the 
pro~Palestinlan activists." ConseJVative Svenska Dagbladet \SVD) commented that Israel reacts to its reputation 
and sense of isolation by striking back, in.stead of trying to mitigate the damage. Noting that they believe Israel has 
reason to feel alone "it does not mean that Israel is always right." llberal·center morning daily Sydsvensl<a 
Dagbladet wrote that "Israel deserves much of the harsh criticism now being heard, even if it is obvious that many 
of the country's old enemies are taklng the opportunlty to Increase the tone." Sydsvenskan also notes that "It 
must be presumed that Jerusalem did not expect the boarding to have the consequences it did. That is why further 
facts should not worsen the diplomatic situation."' Liberal-center GOteborgs Posten (GP) writes that at the root of 
what has happened rs "the failed and, In all regards, inhumane isolation of the Gaza area." Social Democratic 
leading tabloid Aftonbladet called on the global communrty "to move from statements to actions," and called for 
both economic Sii!nctions and a cultural boycott of Israel. The traditionally tsrael-friendly second-largest tabloid 
center-liberal Expressen also focused on the blockade rather than the raid Itself "whtch cannot be compared to the 
abuse that the blockade entails for 1.5 million people in Gaza." Expressen's Foreign Editor Mats Larsson comments 
in a separate signed column on the situation on what he calls "hypocrisy" as both Egypt and other neighboring 
states are continuing to use Palestinians as weapons in the fight against Israel. 

4. (U) BLOGS 
MagntJs Norell, terrorism and Middle East expert, opined in an article on Newsmill (Sweden's largest news blog) 
that "It seems obvious that some Europeans actually didn't know anything about the main organizer· the Turkish 
Humanitarian Relief Foundation {IHH) - and never intended to forcefully resist the Israelis, should it come to a 
clash. There is no reason to not believe the many activists who sincerely went on the mission to help alleviate a 
situation deemed dire from a purely humanitarian perspective. This theory is strengthened by the fact that the 
only violence that occurred happened on the largest ship in the flotilla. It was the ship where most of the activists 
had gathered and that contained most of the radical activists from the IHH." Continuing, Norell writes, "'For the 
United States, this couldn't have come at a worse time. With Turkey on the Security Council and the vote on new 
sanctions coming up, the ruckus with Turkey over the nuclear deal is already causlng the Obama Administration a 
headache. A more nuanced official U.S. response is to be expected In time, but right now, this can only draw 
attention away for what in Washington is regarded as the main Issue in the Middle East; the Iranian nuclear topic." 

5. In addition to political commentary by political leaders and ministers, Urban Ahlin, Social Democrat Foreign Affairs 
spokesman, noted on the Social Democratic blog that "Excessive force and shootings cannot be in any way 
accepted. It must qulckly be made dear what happened when the Israeli mi/Jtary boarded the convoy with 
humanitarian supplies bound for Gaza. If it occurred In international waters, it is a violation of international law. I 
am deeply concerned about the humanitarian sjtuation in Gaza. Gaza is under a blockade that in practice has led 
to a situation whe(e people are living in an outdoor prison. The humanitarian situation is alarmtng and the 
possibilities for rebuilding and economic development are being hindered. The blockade of Gaza, like the 
occupation of alt of Palestine, must come to an end." Ahlin also issued a press statement that called for an extra 
meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council: "Israel's boarding of ships Jn the 'Ship to Gaza' convoy in internatfonal 
waters and the resulting shootings are very serious actions and, therefore, the council should be convened at 
once. We must have proper information about the sequence of events from the past few days and find out what 
the government intends to do to pressure Israel to lift the blockade oi Ga~a." The two major political youth leaders 
Niklas Wykman, Young Moderates and Jytte Guteland, Young Social Democrats took separate views on the ratd. 
Wykman created a major debate when he wrote "lt is good that Ha mas will not be getting the visit they had been 
expecting. Ha mas oppresses and persecutes the people of Gaza while at the same time having the destruction of 
Israel at the top of their to-do list. '5hip to Gaza'(activlsts) are pawns, terrorists and ideologically motivated Israel 
exterminators ... It is a relief that Ha mas will not get the visit they had been expecting. It is a victory for art of Gaza!" 
Guteland responded to Wykman's statements by saying that "It is among the worst things he has done. It is totally 
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unacceptable. Thls is about vJolence towards and the murder of aid workers and it is a crime against international Jaw. 
The Moderates need to react and remove Wykman from their party leadership; otherwise this rs now Moderate 
Party policy." Liberal Youth leader Adam Cwejman, traditionally the party most dosely associated wrth the "pro~ 
Israel!" t:ommunity wrote "That everyone can yell themselves hoarse about Israel is nothing new. It's also not 
always strange or wrong. The Israeli government and military have a habit of placing themselves in tricky 
situations. The latest is particularly disturbing, and if any good can come from this is, it is if the blockade is lifted. 
At the same time it Is of the utmost Importance that Ha mas is not allowed to attack Israel. It is very difficult to be a 
friend of Israel today, likewise It is hard to be hopeful of a lasting peace." 
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From: H\lton, Johnathan A 

[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

Sent: 7/15/2010 7:32:59 AM 

To: SMART Core 
Subject: ESTONIA: REVIEW OF GAZA FLOTILLA-RELATED REPORTING 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 

E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Captions; 
Reference: 

Pass Line: 
Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 TALLINN 275 
Jul 15. 2010 / 151132Z JUL 10 
AMEMBASSY TALLINN 
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SENSITIVE 
A) STATE 72296 
B) TALLINN 220 

DEPT FOR DRLJIRF ELOGSDON 

ESTONIA: REVIEW OF GAZA FlOTILLA-RELATED REPORTING 

Per REF A, Post conducted a review of news articles, op-ed pieces, biogs and other online media and commentaries 
regarding the Gaza Flotilla incident. Based on this review, Post is not aware of any media items that displayed anti·Semitic 
commentary. In fact, many op-ed pieces and other media Items expressed a pro-Israeli sentiment. While quite a few 
lamented the loss of life and/or characterized the response as too heavy, many commentators still maintained that Israel 

has a right to self defense (RE.F B). Estonian President !Ives carried out his previously planned state visit to Israel from June 
27-29. This visit included a stop in Ramallah, where llves participated in a seminar one-governance carried out as part of 
Estonia's development cooperation program with the Palestinian Authority. Media reporting from this event remained 

focused on the political issues surrounding Estonian- and EU-Israeli relations and the broader issues facing the Middle 

East. 
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(RELEASED IN FULLI 

From: svcsmartmfi 
Sent: 6/.1/2010 10:50:18 AM 
To: SMART Core 
Subject: MEDIA REACTION: DEATHS ON GAZA FLOTILLA SPARK RAGE IN YEMEN 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Pass Lino: 
Subject: 

UNCLAS SANAA 001229 
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E.O. 12958; NIA 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

10 SANAA 1229 
Jun 01, 2010 I 011345Z JUN 10 
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WASHDC, SECSTATEROUTfNE 

12956 
PREL, KPAO, YM 
FOR NEATARP, NEATPPD 
MEDIA REACTION: DEATHS ON GAZA FLOTILLA SPARK RAGE JN YEMEN 

SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTION: DEATHS ON GAZA FLOTILLA SPARK RAGE IN 
YEMEN 

1. SUMMARY. The May 31 Israeli offensive against a flotilla of 
ships bound for Gaza has triggered fervent condemnation and lii;1rge 
protests in Yemen. Three Yemeni Members of Padiament were aboard 
the flotilla and were reportedly arrested by Israeli forces. On May 
31 Yemen's Parliament issued a statement condemning Israel's 
"criminal" actions, and some MPs called for the mustering of an 
"Jslamlc army" to confront Israel. Thousands protested in Sena's on 
June 1, demanding UN intervention to end the blockade of Gaza. The 
Israeli-Palestinian issue resonates strongly in Yemen, and this 
latest incident has intensified Yemeni condemnation of Israel. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. Yemenis awoke on May 31 to nonstop coverage on Al-Jazeera of the 
melee between Israeli forces and pro-Palestinian activists in the 
"freedom flotilla." Saudi-affiliated MBG reported that three Yemeni 
Members of Parliament were aboard the flotilla and were among those 
arrested in the fray: Mohammad al-Hazmi, Haza'a al-Maswari and 
Abdulkhaliq Shaihoon, all from the tslah opposition party. 
Independent website News Yemen reported that Hazmi, one of Yemen's 
most prominent and conservative imams, was recorded on video 
scuffling with an Israeli soldier while saying, "God is great, God 
is great!" Quasirindependent Mareb Press reported that Maswari had 
been injured. Yemen's Parliament issued a statement on May 31 
saying, "The Zionist entity could not commit such crimes against 
humanity without the support of international powers that claim to 
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support human rights." 

3. On June 1, tens of thousands of protesters gathered in Sana'a's 
Sabaiyn Square, paralyzing traffic. (Note: Contacts reported that 
several ministries instructed their employees to attend the protest, 
and observers saw busloads of students being ferried to the site. 
End Note.) The speakers at the protest included Ahmed bin Dagher, 
Assistant Secrelary-General of the ruling General People's Congress, 
and Sadiq al-Ahmar, nominal leader of the Hashid tribal 
confederation. Demonstrators demanded UN intervention to end the 
Gaza blockade, called on all Arab nations to sever diplomatic ties 
with Israel, and urged the Palestinian Authority lo immediately end 
negotiations with Israel. Al-Jazeera aired footage of the protest. 
Ministry of Defense mouthpiece 26 September reported that thousands 
of people also gathered on June 1 to protest in the !own of Dhamar. 

4. On Facebook, Yemeni contacts posted statuses reflecting their 
condemnation of the attack and their praise for Turkey's decision to 
withdraw its ambassador to Israel. A representative posting said, 
"Many thanks to the Turkish champions, and shame, shame, shame on 
all who support the blockade in one way or another." 

5. COMMENT. The \sraeli..Palestinian issue resonates more strongly 
in Yemen than perhaps any other international issue. Whenever there 
is a skinnish atAl-Aqsa or a bombing in Gaza, Yemenis take to the 
streets to denounce the "Zionist entity." With this latest 
high-profile incident being cast as a ruthless attack on innocent 
civilians, Yemenis remain unlikely to support any Arab overtures of 
peace toward Israel. END COMMENT. 
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From: 

Sent: 
svcsmartmfi 
611412010 6:45:51 AM 

To: SMART Core 
Subject: MEDIA REACTION: GA2A FLOTILLA GENERATES MAURITIAN LEDER TO OBAMA. MORE SYMPATHY FOR 

GAZA NS 

1MRN: 

DatelDTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 

TAGS: 

Captions: 
Sensitivity: 

Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 

10 PORT LOUIS 175 

Jun 14, 2010 I 141038Z JUN 10 

AMEMBASSY PORT LOUIS 

WASHDC, SECSTATEROUTINE 

12958 

KPAO, KDEM, PHUM, MP, IS 

SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 

Sensitive 
MEDIA REACTION: GAZA FLOTILLA GENERATES MAURITIAN LETTER TO OBAMA, 
MORE SYMPATHY FOR GAZANS 

UNCLAS PORT LOUIS 000175 

SIPDIS 

SENSITIVE 

E.O. 12958: NIA 
TAGS: KPAO, KDEM, PHUM, MP, IS 
SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTION: GAZA FLOTILLA GENERATES MAURITIAN LETTER TO 
OBAMA, MORE SYMPATHY FOR GAZANS 

1. (SBU) SUMMARY: Gaza flotilla reaction in Mauritius continued with 
a letter to President Obama delivered to the Embassy, followed by an 
editorial by the former Attorney General of Mauritius. The Israeli 
response to the flotilla has increased anti~lsrael sentiment in 
Mauritius, among Muslims and non~Muslims alike. END SUMMARY. 

2. {U) On the attemoon of June 4, after Frlday prayers, Cader 
Hosenally, from the non-governmental organization "Free Palestine 
Now," delivered a letter of protest to the U.S. Embassy. Hosenally, 
who is also "Chairman of The Anglo Mauritian Disability Link," was 
accompanied by a handicapped person with whom his NGO works. as well 
as by the president of the Jurnmah Mosque, the main mosque in Port 
Louis. The letter, from Hosenally in both his capacities listed 
above, was addressed to President Obama, care of the U.S. Embassy, 
and was accepted by the Public Affairs Officer, an event covered on 
Mauritian TV and in several press articles. 

3. (U) Begin text of letter: 
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I am writing to you on behalf of Uie Mauritian people, its 
Non-Governmental Organizations and the Disabled Community as a 
whole. 

We in Mauritius have watched with dismay in recent years as 
conditions in the Middle East have rapidly deleriarated. As part of 
your Presidential election pledge, you promised the international 
community an effective course of action to rescue the people of the 
Middle East from their plight. Thus far, though, we in Mauritius 
have been profoundly disappointed with your foreign policy. 

When President Bush's era of neo~realism came to an end, two years 
ago, the developing world was filled with hope. As the incoming 
President you had actively promoted anti-war discourse as part of 
your electoral campaign. The feeling around the world was that your 
administration would carry on the sterling work performed by 
President Clinton, which was cut short by the expiration of his 
mandate. 

However, it was become painfully apparent that this is not the case, 
The recent atrocities committed by the Israeli Defence Force, 
whereby it entered international waters illegally and murdered 
innocent dvilians, have received no condemnation from the American 
executive. The failure to condemn these appalling actions is 
tantamount to acknowledging complicit guilt 

This incident is just the latest example of Israeli aggression 
towards a persecuted nation, since you assumed the role of President 
in 2008. That was a time when Gaza was under prolonged attack by 
Israeli forces, between December and January 2009, a war of such 
injustice that it should have implored you to take action. 

We the Mauritian people are a peace-loving community who have become 
gravely concerned that you and your Israeli allies are purporting 
(sic} war in our region. We have monitored the situatio" since your 
election, from both a humanitarian and a strategic sense, and we 
feel that American foreign policy is to blame for the deterioration 
of Middle Eastern relations. 

During this time we have continually tabbied the governments of 
Europe, and we have been pleased with their reactions. Indeed, 
William Hague, the United Kingdom's Foreign Minister, has reacted 
admirably to the events of the last few days. Your administration 
meaflwhile, has done nothing, and we in Mauri!ius find this 
heartbreaking. 

In the two years since you caroe to power your policies toward the 
Middle East have achieved very little. Now I urge and implore you 
ta reconsider America's position; consider how history will remember 
you, as a President who valued the lives of men, or as someone who 
sat back and did nothing. Please take action, both for the sake of 
the Palestinian people and the global community as a whale, 

END TEXT. 

4. (U) An editorial in English by former Attorney General Rama 
Va/ayden (a Hindu with a Muslim wife) continued the press coverage 
on June 11. Entitled "Israel's Murderous Assault End Gaza blockade 
now!," the editorial focused on the suffering of 1.5 million 
Palestinians under the blockade. Va!ayden pointed out that the 
blockade is not actually weakenfng Hamas, and stated that Hamas "has 
said that they are ready ta enter into a Jong term truce with 
Israel." Valayden called for a "UN Aid Flotilla ta break the 
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blockade," and concluded, "Hope by the time we reach such drastic 
steps God would have revisited the minds of the high officials of 
Israel who lave ta joke that the aim of the blackad& is to 'put the 
Gazans on the diet.'" The editorial was accompanied by a cartoon of 
an aid worker face down in a huge pool of blood, with the faint 
reflection of an tsraeli flag on the surface. 

COMMENT 

5. (SBU) The sentiments in the Jetter to the President appear to be 
shared by the great majority of the Muslim community here, although 
the intensity of the feeling varies. In the non-Muslim communities 
as well, already strong pro-Palestinian sentiment appears to be 
gaining ground, with the Gaza blockade acting as a catalyst to 
crystallize resentment against Israeli policy in recent Years and 
decades, a resentment that reflects on the United States as well. 
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From: 
Sent~ 
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To: SMART Core 
Subject: KOSOVO POLITICAL FIGURE AMONG PARTICIPANTS IN GA2A FLOTILLA 

MRN: 

DatelDTG: 

F=rom: 
Action: 
E.O.: 

TAGS: 
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SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 

KOSOVO POLITICAL FIGURE AMONG PARTICIPANTS IN GA2A FLOTILLA 

I. (SBU) SUMMARY: Turkey's Ambassador'to Pristine, Metin Husrev Unler, notified Kosovo's Deputy 
Foreign Minister on May 31 that a Kosovo citizen) Mr. Fuad Ramiqi, was among the participants in the 
Turkish NGO Humanitarian Aid FoW1dation flotilla bound for Gaza that Israeli forces intercepted in the 
Mediterranean earlier in the day. Unler urged the GOK to issue a statement condemning the raid, but the 
MFA refused. Ramiqi is currently a member of the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK) and has been active 
in Kosovo politics and the Armed Forces oflhe Republic of Kosovo (FARK). He previously served in lhe 
Yugoslav National Army but deserted in 1991 and subsequently joined the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Ramiqi was a follllding member of Kosovo's Islamic~oriented Justice Party, and his post~war engagement in 
Kosovo has focused primarily on the promotion of religious and traditional values in Kosovo society, END 
SUMMARY. 

Fuad Ramiqi Reported Aboard Gaza Aid Flotilla 

2, (SBU) On May 31, Turkey's Ambassador to Pristina, Metin Husrev Unler, notified Deputy Foreign 
Minister Vlora Citaku that Kosovo citizen Fuad Ramiqi was onboard the Turkish NGO Humanitarian Aid 
Foundation flotilla bound for Gaza that Israeli forces intercepted earlier that day. Kosovo media are reporting 
that Ramiqi survived the incident unscathed and is expected soon to contact his family. Ambassador Unler 
urged the GOK to issue a statement condemning the Jsraeli action in the Mediterranean, but the MFA refused 
the request and has no plans to issue any statement. 

Fuad Ramigi Bio 

3. (U) Ramiqi, born on March 26, 1960, in lhe village of Pozharan near Viti/Vitina, served as a junior officer 
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in the fonner Yugoslav National Army (JNA) until 1991, when he deserted following the outbreak of war in 
the former Yugoslavia.. ln 1992, he joined the fledgling Army of Dosnia and Herzegovina where he served as 
chief of staff in the Fifth Corps' Brigades 521 and 526 until 1994. In 1995, he joined the Defense Ministry of 
the Kosovo Govemment-inaexile, where he served, with the rank of Colonel, initial1y as advisor and later as 
assistant minister for organizational affairs and mobilization. In that position, he helped the efforts to stand .. 
up and consolidate the Armed Forces of the Republic of Kosovo (FARK), a rival to the Kosovo Liberation 
Army(KLA). 

4. (U) After the war, Rarniqi helped found the Justice Porty (PD), a small religiously-oriented political party, 
and served as its secretary-general. He left the PD in 2004 over disagreements with party leadership and 
fielded his candidacy as an independent for the 2004 general elections on a platfonn that called for promotion 
of religious and traditional values in Kosovo society. He was the most successful independent candidate in 
the election and fell a couple ofhun'dred seats short of securing a seat in the Kosovo Assembly. He 
subsequently disappeared from public life, save for offering intermittent analyses of military and security 
affairs published in daily newspapers. 

5. (U) Ramiqi returned to public life in July 2008 when he joined the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK). 
At the time, there were rwnors about his appointment as deputy minister in the newly-established Ministry for 
the Kosovo Security Force. He was iater rumored to be an LDK candidate for the board of Kosovo's Civil 
Aviation Authority; neither appointment materialized. He has not had any significant politicaJ engagements 
since then. 
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From: Rubin, Joshua N 
Sent: 61212010 10:50:36 AM 

To: SMART Core 
Subject: ICELAND: PARLIAMENT CONDEMNS GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT AND CONTEMPLATES SUSPENDING 

DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL 

MRN: 

Date/OTG: 

From: 
Action; 
E.0.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 
Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10REYKJAVIK140 
Jun 02. 2010 I 021449Z JUN 1D 

AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
WASHDC, SECSTATEROUT/Nc 

1295B 

PGOV, PREL, IC 

SENSITIVE 
ICELAND: PARLIAMENT CONDEMNS GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT AND CONTEMPLATES 
SUSPENDING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL 

1. {SBU} On June 1 the Icelandic Parliament discussed the recent Israeli 
raid on the Gaza flotilla and publicly denounced the action as a breach of 
international law. Members of Parliament from all of the political parties 
were unified in their condemnation of the raid and several politicians 
suggested that Iceland should respond by invoking economic sanctions and/or 
severing diplomatic relations with Israel. Following this general 
parliamentary debate, the Foreign Affairs Committee passed a resolution 
requesting the Foreign Minister to formulate an official Icelandic response 
to the raid. The resolution, besides asking the Foreign Minister to 
consider the possibility of diplomatic sanctions against Israel, also urged 
him to provide aid to Gaza and to organize a trip to the region. (Note: 
The full text of the Foreign Affairs Committee's resolution is included in 
paragraph five. End Note.) 

2. (SBU) Foreign Minister Ossur Skarphedinsson had already publically 
condemned the Israeli raid even before parliament met to discuss the 
subject. The Minister said on May 31 that Israel's disproportionate use of 
power can no longer be accepted. "Gaza is in fact a giant prison where 
international law is being violated. This has to st9p," he said. 
Skarphedinsson, according to an MFA press release, also sent a letter of 
condemnation to the Israeli Foreign Ministry and requested a meeting with 
Israel's Ambassador to Iceland who is resident in Oslo. 

3. (SBU} The government's actions are very much in line with public 
sentiment on this matter. There was a protest yesterday against Israel 
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outside of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that, according to the media, 
attracted approximately 200 people. The protesters carried signs that read 
"We are responsible for this" with a picture of a burned child, and other 
signs that read "Stop War Criminals and Imperialism." A group of 
approximately 20 protesters also demonstrated outside of the U.S. Embassy 
with similar signs. 

4. (SBUJ Conunent: Post spoke with a well placed contact at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs who suggested that it was too early to consider the idea of 
Iceland implementing economic sanctions against Israel or severing 
diplomatic ties with the country. This souxce, however, did not rule out 
the possible use of these options in the future. At the same time, we note 
that Iceland has demonstrated a tendency in the past to follow positions 
laid out by the EU. It would be out of character for Iceland to 
unilaterally employ economic sanctions or suspend diplomatic relations. End 
comment. 

5. {O) The full text 9f the Foreign Affairs Cornmittee 1 s resolution reads as 
follows: 

The majority of the Foreign Affairs Committee harshly condemns the Israeli 
army's raid on a Turkish ship in a convoy on an international maritime route 
with aid supplies to the Gaza Strip. The raid is a breach of international 
law. It goes against people's sense of justice, to use violence to prevent 
aid supplies from reaching people in dire needs. The majority emphasizes 
that human rights conventions, United Nations resolutions, and international 
law be fully respected in occupied Palestine, in Gaza, and on the West Bank, 
including East Je~usalem~ 

The majority resolves to ask the Foreign Minister, in consultation with the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, to organize a trip to the Gaia Strip, and that 
Iceland send aid supplies to help the people in Gaza and thus oppose the 
blockade that the Israelis have imposed in Gaza in contradiction to 
international law. It is unacceptable that for more than half a century UN 
resolutions on human rights and the Palestine people's right to self­
determination have been ignored. It is a serious possibility that Iceland 
could cut diplomatic relations with Israel, and the Foreign Minister will be 
asked to assess, in cooperation with other nations, what solutions, which 
are considered the most effective, shall be employed to compel changes in 
accordance with international law, such as international solidarity on 
economic sanctions or severing diplomatic ties with Israel, if other 
solutions are not fruitful. 
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Subject: Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for November 1 
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SENSITIVE, SIPOIS 

Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for November 1 

{SBU) Around midday on October 30, Embassy investigators cOnfirmed that the Mor/om remains docked in the Lebanese 

port of "Tripoli with no activity taking place on or around it. As previously noted, the Julio departed for Turkey on October 

23. 
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From: 
Sent: 

Farao, Eileen M 

6/8/2010 3:29:47 AM 

To: SMART Core 
Subject: MGGZ01: OMAN: CIVIL SOCIETY RESPONSE TO GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 

TAGS: 
Captions: 

Reference: 

Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 MUSCAT 402 

Jun 08, 2010 I 080729Z JUN 10 

AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 

WASHDC, SECSTATEROUTINE 

12958 

PGOV, PHUM, SOCI. IS. GZ, MU 

SENSITIVE 

A) 08 MUSCAT 879 AND 09 MUSCAT 6 
B) 1.0 MU!i_CAT 275 
C) 10 MUSCAT 380. 

MGGZ01: OMAN: CIVIL SOCIETY RESPONSE TO GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

1. (SBU) SUMMARY; The leadership role taken by several Omani NGOs in organizing responses to the Gaza 
flotilla incident demonstrated an increasing interest by civil society in the Sultanate to engage the public on 
substantive policy issues. A statement issued by the nascent Human Rights Commission showed that this group 
is also developing its own identity in its portfolio. While Oman has seen protests in the past (ref A) regarding 
events in Gaza, this is the first time Che public voice has been channeled through civil society organfzations. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. (U) The nascent National Commission for Human Rights issued a strongly worded public statement about the 
flotilla incident, condernning the actions of the Israeli military and asserting violations of international law and 
treaties on human rights. It also called for "solidarity with the Palestinian people" and for continued efforts to 
alleviate the "sufferings of the people of the Gaza Strip." The government exercises tight control over the content 
of newspapers: several news outlets reported on the Commission's statement. 

3. (U) The Omani Association for Writers and Scholars and the Dmani Journalist's Association also released a 
public statement. It made specific reference to being in "solidarity with Abbas Mustafa~ an Omani journalist, 
working for Gulf News, who was aboard the Mavi Marmara (ref B). Similar lo the National Commission !or 
Human Rights, it expressed regret and frustration, and assigned blame to Israel for the incident. The staternent 
used very strong language to both condemn and categorize the incident: ~ ... the Israeli brutal assault by beating 
and confiscation ... denouncing this massacre [by] the Zionist war machine." Circulation included various news 
outlets. 

4. (U) The Omani Association for Writers and Scholars, with sponsorship from the popular Sabia blog/website, 
also organized a "night of solidarity with the Palestinian people" at a local Borders bookstore. The staled purpose 
was to mobllize civil society to condemn the Israeli attacks, and included participation by the Palestinian 
Ambassador to Oman, H.E. Luai Issa, local poets and scholars. The organizers also circulated a petition calling 
for an end to the Gaza blockade, release of all "those captured, criminal charges against the Israeli Government 
by the International Criminal Court of Justice, compensation lo those killed, and a boycott of all Israeli companies 
and merchandise. The petition will be delivered to the Embassy of Spain in Muscat, for forwarding to "the 
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European Union and the Human Rights Committee. A march from the Palestinian to the Spanish embassy to 
deliver the petition was cancelled due to the Omani cyclone (ref C). 

5. (SBU) COMMENT: The official government reaction has been measured; the response by ciVil society 
expressed unprecedented anger, frustration, and calls for fegal and societal action. The Omani government 
permitted civil society to orchestrate and implement their own strong public reaction. Although public 
demonstrations concerning Gaza have occurred in the past, these mos! recent activities were led by NGOs 
representing the separate voice of civil society. These activities are new for NGOs and may show civit society's 
growing capacity and desire for a larger role. Such developments will be monitored to determine whether this is a 
new element within a larger trend of political and democratic awakening. END COMMENT. 
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From: svcsmartmfl 

!RELEASED IN FULLI 

Sent: 7/21/2010 12:58:19 PM 
To: SMART Core 
Subject: CYPRUS: GAZA FLOTILLA-RELATED REPORTING 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 

TAGS: 

Sensitivity: 
Reference: 
Pass Line: 

Subject: 

UNCLAS NICOSIA 000372 

10 NICOSIA 372 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 

,Jul 21, 2010 / 211440Z JUL 10 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
WASHDC, SECSTATERoUTINE 

12958 

KIRF, KPAO, PHUM, PGOV, OPRC, CY 

Sensitive 
SECSTATE 72296 
DEPARTMENT FOR EUR/SE AND DRUIRF (ELIJAH LOGSDON) 

CYPRUS: GAZA FLOTILLA-RELATED REPORTING 

DEPARTMENT FOR EUR/SE AND DRUIRF (ELIJAH LOGSDON) 

E.O. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: KIRF, KPAO, PHUM, PGOV, OPRC, CY 
SUBJECT: CYPRUS: GAZA FLOTILLA-RELATED REPORTING 

REF: SECSTATE 72296 

1. (U) Per Reftel, Post reviewed news media and statements by 
political leaders following the May 31 Gaza flotilla 
incident. Although the incident, which occurred close to 
Cyprus' tertitorial waters, received significant media 
coverage in both the Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cyprlot 
communities, the coverage consisted mainly of political 
analyses and commentary and djd not appear fo "cros.s the 
line" into anti-Semitism. 

2. (SBU) Post also contacted the leaders of the local Jewish 
community center in Larnaca, which reported no Gaza 
flotilla-related commentary or public statements that 
appeared to be anti-Semitic. The center did, however, report 
a slight increase after the Gaza flotilla incident in the 
number of verbal assaults and harassing phone calls. which 
they report receiving on a regular basis throughout ttie year. 
(Note: The Cyprus Jewish Community Center, led by members of 
the Chabad-Lubavitch Hasidic Orthodox faith, is located in 
Larnaca, an area with a significant number of Palestinian 
refugees. End note.) The rabbi of the synagogue located in 
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the Turkish Cypriot community reported no increase in 
anti-Semitism following the Gaza flotilla incident; he 
reported cordial and mutually respectful relations with local 
residents and authoti!ies. 
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From: svcsmartmfi 
Sent: 61812010 9:08:41 AM 

To: SMART Core 

!RELEASED IN FULL] 

Subject FREEDOM FLOTILLA IN THE MAURITIAN MEDIA 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E,O.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 
Sensitivity: 
Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive · 

10 PORT LOUIS 165 
Jun 08, 2010 I 0812532 JUN 10 

AMEMBASSY PORT LOUIS 
WASHDC, SECSTATEROUT/NE 

12958 
KPAO, KDEM, PHUM, PGOV, MP, IS 

SENSITNE, SIPDIS 

Sensitive 
FREEDOM FLOTILLA IN THE MAURITIAN MEDIA 

UNCLAS PORT LOUIS 000165 

SIPDIS 

SENSITIVE 

E.0. 12958: NIA 
TAGS: KPAO, KDEM, PHUM, PGOV, MP, IS 
SUBJECT: FREEDOM FLOTILLA IN THE MAURITIAN MEDIA 

1. (U) SUMMARY: Israel's May 31 actions to halt the "Freedom 
Flotilla" headed for Gaza have generated considerable press and 
media coverage (most sharply critical), a government statement, a 
demonstration at the U.S. Embassy in Port Louis, and the delivery of 
a letter to the Embassy addressed to President Obama. The 
outpouring of criticism here for the Israeli actions was 
predictable. END SUMMARY . 

.2. (U) Israel's May 31 ac~ions to halt the "Freedom Flotilla" headed 
for Gaza quickly generated media coverage. On June 2. the daily "Le 
Mauritien" reported a statement by the left wing party Lalit 
condemning the attacks by Israel against the "Liberty Flotilla," 
calling it "an act of piracy" and calling on the Government of 
Mauritius to "immediately stop all bilateral relations with Israel." 
{NOTE: Post is nol aware of any substantive, ongoing bilateral 
relations. END NOTE.} On June 3, the private radio s1ation Radio 
Plus reported the GOM "condemned the loss of human lives." In its 
0800 news broadcast the radio carried an interview with Foreigo 
Minister Arvin Boole\\, who confirmed that the government "condemned 
the attacks." Boolell added that it was unacceptable to use force 
against civilians, and that it was important that aid and food reach 
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• 
Gaza. The radio Station then announced a demonstration for that day 
in front of the U.S. Embassy. Also on June 3 the daily newspaper 
"Le Matinal" carried a statement by the GOM on its front page. One 
opinion piece the same day said that the Israeli version of the 
facts was more credible and indicated legitimate self-defense, 
ending "Let's not condemn Israel, let's forget Palestine. The World 
Cup ts in nine days!" 

3. (U) On June 4, at least four stories in the mainstream press 
continued the coverage, with opinion pieces and reporting on the 
demonstration and the GOM statement. This press coverage was almost 
uniformly negative toward Israel. The Washington correspondent for 
"L'express" reported that "the White House is taking a more cautious 
position on the raid, standing by a U.N. Security Council statement 
condemning 'acts which resulted in the loss of a least ten civilians 
and many wounded,' without specifying who was responsible for those 
acts." A harsh cartoon depicted an Israeli soldier, thinking that a 
dove conceals Islamic fighters, killing the dove and peering into 
its bloody remains in search of the imaginary fighters. 

4. (U) On the afternoon of June 4, after Friday prayers, Kader 
Hosenally, from the non-governmental organization "Free Palestine 
Now," delivered a letter of protest to the U.S. Embassy, Hosenally 
was accompanied by the president of the Jummah Mosque. The letter, 
addressed to President Obama, was accepted by the Public Affairs 
Officer, an event covered on Mauritian TV and in the press. 

5. (LI) Over the weekend, the weekly newspaper "Le Dimanche" 
published a letter from former Attorney General Rama Valayden 
sharply critical of the "kilting of at least ten civilians by Israel 
forces and the injuries inflicted on many more. He urged the 
Mauritian Government to take the lead through the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC} to condemn Israel for its "barbarous 
acts" and to ask Israel to stop its "Operational Cast Lead" against 
Palestinians of the Gaza strip. Also, the leader of Muslim party 
Front Solidarite Mauricien and new MP Gehl Meah condemned the 
attacks and said he plans to seek the approval of the Israeli 
government to send medication to the children in Gaza. Leader of 
the opposition Paul Berenger condemned the Israeli attack, calling 
it "shocking brutality," and added that Mauritius has been slow in 
condemning this attack. He deplored the fact that the France-Africa 
Summit. which was being held when the attack took place, did not 
condemn it. 

Comment 

6. (SBU) Mauritius tends to be strongly pro-Palestinian at any time. 
The reaction here to the botched raid was predictable. 

WILLS 
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[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut) 

612212010 9:40:49 AM 

SMART Core 

Subject~ SlTREP: Lebanese Flotilla as of COB June 22 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 

E.D.: 
TAGS; 

Captions: 

Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 MDA 38640 

Jun 22, 2010 / 221340Z JUN 10 
Daughton, Thomas F {Beirut) 

Cohen, Jonathan RIMMED/ATE; 'Shapiro, Daniel B.'fMMEDJATE; 'Hai}ar, Hagar H.'IMMEDIATE; 
Sievers, Marc J/MMED!ATE; Cunningham, James BIMMEDIATE; Lawson, Christine M 
IMMEDIATE; Catalano, ElisaiMMEDIATE; Connelly, Maura/MMEDIATE; Shampaine, Nicole D 
IMMEDIATE; Riley, Richard HIMMEOIATE; Evans, Jennifer RIMMEDfATE; Urbancic, Frank C 
ROUTINE; Walles, JacobROUTINE; Schlicher, Renard LROUTINE; Feltman, Jeffrey DIMMEDIATE 

; Holmstrom, Todd C!MMEDJA7E; Jeffrey, James FIMMEDIATE; Silliman, Douglas AIMMEDIATE; 
Godfrey, Anthony FIMMEDIATE 

12958 
PREL, PBTS, EWWT, KPAL, IS, GZ, LE 

SENSITIVE 

SITREP: Lebanese Flotilla as of COB June 22 

{SBU) STATUS OF SHJP(S): As of late afternoon June 22, no shTps have left Lebanon bound for either Cyprus or Gaza, but 
preparations for one launch are underway. The freighter Julia, a BolivJan~flagged vessel we have been watching In Tripoli 
harbor for nearly a week, is now being identified in the media as the ship th21t will be rechristened Naji al-Ali {then in 
theory to be used to run the Gaza blockade by a group of journalists and activists organized by two Lebanese NGOs}. Until 
yesterday, the Julia was believed to be intended for the "all-female" venture and rechristened Mariam (in a separate effort 
organized by the wife of a former national police director). The woman leading the Mariam effort, when questioned by 
the press yesterday, would not give any details about her undertaking other than to say that the group would have a ship 
and that as many as 70 women might be on It "when it leaves for Gaza." 

(SBU) GOL ACTION: The Lebanese cabinet discussed the Issue last night, but concluded that It did not need to intervene 
because the matter was within the jurisdiction of Transportation Minister Ghazi Aridi. Aridi reportedly stated during the 
cabinet meeting that he would give approval to the Mariam and Naji al-Ali to depart if they submit requests in accordance 
with the 1aw; are planning to go to a permitted destination, llke Cyprus; and otherwise meet all technical and legal 
conditions. Cabinet souf'ces were cited in the press as saying "there was not complete satisfaction with the departure of 
the two ships in these circumstances because of the Israeli threats and unsuitable political timing," but the cabinet did not 
take any steps to block it. 

(SBU} ACTIVITY ON JULIA: This afternoon the Julia is alongside the pier in Tripoli and is being loaded with cargo In bo)(es 
from trucks. At 1500 local time, there were no signs of imminent departure. Our investigators were not able to identify 
any other ships Jn Tripo!J harbor that are obviously under preparation for a "flotilla" voyage. We and the UK Embassy also 
verified that there are currently no ships of any kind ln the southern Lebanese ports of Saida, Tyre and Joun that could be 
used to travel to Gaza. Our Surete Generale contacts in Tripoli believe the other intended ship Is also in Tripoli, but they 
cannot identify it. Late this aftef'noon, Lebanese Customs contacts in Tripoli said that the Julia is the ontv ship currently 
being prepared for departure. 

(SBU) TECHNICAL ISSUE: The Julia is reportedly licensed to carry only 16 passengers and crew, so techn!cally should not be 
allowed to depart if it submits a manifest with more than 16 individuals listed on It. The two Lebanese NGOs organizing 
the Naji al~Ali effort have sa!d for some days that they intend to send a group of at least 50-60, fncluding 20-30 journalists. 
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The Surete Genera le confirmed within the last half-hour that it has not received any manifests. The SG did not indicate, 
however, that It would necessarily take steps to prevent a departure if it does receive a manifest in proper form. 

(SBU) AMCITS: The local press has also run a couple of stories today claiming that five Amclt nuns will be among the 

people on the Mariam, and that 12 unidentified Am cits plan to travel on the Naji al-Alf. We h<ive repeatedly checked with 
the Surete (which handles immlgration} in recent days, but they have no information about any Amcits with such plans. 

The Surete has promised to notify us if they receive any manifests Ii sting U.S. citizens. 

(SBU) CONCLUSION: We are not currently able to determine how far advanced the preparations for the launch of the Julio 
may be, nor have we been able to obtain additional information concerning reports that the ship is probably not 

seaworthy. It is being loaded with cargo, however, and we have to assume it could depart with very little·notlce, assuming 

all of its docl.lmentary requirements have been met. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

8/21/2010 6:10:09 AM 
SMART Core 

Subject: Marlam Gaza flotilla update for August 21: Organizers seeking a new destination 

··,-
MRN: 
Date/DTG: 
From; 
Action: 

E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 

Reference: 
Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 MDA 58508 
Aug 21. 2010 I 211008Z AUG 10 
Cornforth, Jeremy A 

Alan Sims ROUTINE; Allison, Alicia PROUT/NE; Baily, Jess LROUTJNE; Beirut MIL Core Group 
ROUTINE; Beirut PolEcon AmericansROUTINE; Cohen, Jonathan RROUTINE; Connelly, Maura 

ROUTINE; Cunningham, James BROUTINE; Daniel B. ShapiroROUTfNE; 

Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut)ROUT/NE; Evans, Jennifer RROUTINE; Feltman. Jeffrey D 
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Scarlatelti, Adam WROUTINE; Schedlbauer, Amy WROUTTNE; Schellhammer, Michael W 
ROUTINE; Schlereth, Frank GROUT/NE; Schlicher, Ronald LROUTINE; Scobey, Margaret 

ROUTINE; SES-OROUT/NE; Shampaine, Nicole DROUT/NE; Shapiro, Daniel SROUTINE; 

Silverman, Robert JROUTINE; Sindle, James MROUTINE; Smith, Anita RROUTINE; 

Stewart, Nan EROUTINE; Sutphin, Paul RROUTINE; Tel Aviv POL Section ROUT/NE; 

Tsou, Leslie MROUTINE; Urbancic. Frank CROUT/NE; Walles. JacobROUTINE; 
Woods, William HROUTINE 

13526 
PREL, EWV\ff, PTER. KPAL. LE, IS, GZ. GR 
SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 
A) 10 BEIRUT 729 
Mariam Gaza flotilla update for August 21: Organizers seeking a new destination 

(SBU) On Saturday, 08/21/2010, at 0933 hours Embassy investigators reported that both the Mariam (formerly the Jounieh 
Star) and the Julia (aka the Naji al-Afl1 remain in their same positions in the Lebanese port of Tripoli without any signs of 

activity. Our team will remain in Tripoli throughout the day, and we will provide further reports, as appropriate. 

(U) Transportation Minfster Ghazi Aridi told Lebanese papers on August 21 that he could not allow the Mariam to sail, as 

planned, because the Cypriot authorities had .announced that they would not allow it to land there en route to Gaza. He 

added, however, "We will grant the ship the necessary license according to the required legal conditions," explaining that 
the ship's owners must locate a dlfferent port that will receive the ship. 

(U} The head of the sponsoring Free Palestine Movement, Vasser Qashlaq, stressed that the Mariam will depart as 
scheduled on August 29. He told the daily Asharq al-Awsat on August 21, "There will be no backing down from the launch 

date and Cyprus has no right to refuse it entry to its port ... .lf the ship does not sall, regardless of the reason, I will reveal 

secrets and many surprises to the Palestinian people." The Lebanese paper As-Sa fir, which supports the ship's mission, 

reported that organizers are negotiating with Greek authorities for permission to land in a Greek port. 
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!RELEASED IN FULL) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

8/21/2010 9:37:21 AM 
SMART Core 

Subject: Mariam Gaza flotilla update #2 for 8/21: No departure on August 21 or 22 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 

E.O.: 
TAGS: 
CapUons: 
Reference: 

Subject: 

No Activity in Tripoli Port 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10MDA58512 
Aug 21, 2010 / 211336Z AUG 10 
Cornforth, Jeremy A 

Alan SimsROUTINE; Allison, Alicia PROUT/NE; Baily, Jess LROUTINE; Beirut MIL Core Group 
ROUTINE; Beirut Po!Econ AmericansROUTJNE; Cohen, Jonathan RROUTIN.E; Connelly, Maura 
ROUTINE; Cunningham, James 8ROUTJNE; Curtin, Mary T (Brussels)ROUTINE; 
Danie! B. ShapiroROUTINE; Daughton, Thpmas F {Beirut) ROUTINE; Davis, Christopher R 
ROUTINE; Evans, Jennifer RROUTINE; Feltman, Jeffrey DROUTINE; Goldberger, Thomas H 
ROUTINE; Greg on is, Meghan ERDUTINE; Grubb, Jason BRDIJTINE; Hagar H. HajjarROUTfNE; 
Hale, David MROUTJNE; Hof, Frederic CROUT/NE; Jackson, Mollie JROUTINE; Jacoby, Julia I 
ROUTINE; Jasmine El-GamalRDUTINE; Kimberly HarringtonROUT/NE; Knopf, Payton LROUT/NE 

; Levin, JanRDIJTINE; Levinson, Jesse SRDIJTINE; McCarthy, Deborah AROUTINE; n mccaddi 
ROIJTINE; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DLROUT/NC; Netos, Eleftherios EROUTINE; 

NICOSIA FRONT OFFICERounNE; NICOSIA POLITICALROUTINE; Prem G KumarROUTINE; 
Ratney, Michael AP.OUT/NE; Ried, Curtis. R (USUN)ROUTINE; Riggs, Susan JROUTINE; 

Riley, Robert JROUTINE; Rudman, MaraROUTJNE; Sachar, Alon (NEAllPA)RDUTINE; 
Sayles, Ambrose GROUT/NE; Scarlatelli, Adam WROUTINE; Schedlbauer, Amy WROIJTINE; 

Schellhammer, Michael WRDUTINE; Schlereth, Frank GROUT/NE; Schlicher, Ronald L 
ROUTINE; Scobey, MargaretROUTINE; SES.-OROUTJNE; Shampaine, Nicole DROIJTJNE; 

Shapiro, Daniel SRDl.fnNE; Silvennan, Robert JROIJT/NE; Sindle, James MROUTINE; 

Smith, Anita RROUTINE; Stewart. Nan EROUT1NE; Sutphin, Paul RROUTINE; 

Te\ A-viv POL SectionROUTJNE; Tsou, Leslie MRDUTINE; Urbancic, Frank CROUT/NE; 

Walles, JacobROUTINE; Woods, William HROUTINE 

13526 
PREL, EWWT, PTER, KPAL, LE, IS, GZ 
SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 
A) 10 M D.8_:i_(l.5_0_8_ · 
B) j_O_B.Elfil!T 729 
Mariam Gaza flotilla update #2 for 8/21: No departure on August 21 or 22 

(SBU) On Saturday, August 21, at 1620 hours Embassy investigators reported that both the Mariam (formerly the Jounieh 
Star) and the Julia (aka the Naji al-Ahl remain in their same positions in the Lebanese port of Tripoli without any signs of 
activity. The investigators added that there was no elevated security presence at the port and no press was present. The 
team will return to Tripoli on Sunday, August 22, and we will provide further reports, as appropriate. 

GDL Says Ship Will Not Sall Before Monday 

(SBU} Gen. Joumana Tabet, head of General Security's intelligence unit, assured the RSO that the Mariam will not depart 
on either Augus.t 21 or 22, although she dedined to provide addttional information. 

Flotilla Organizer Claims Ship Will Not Sail Directly to Gaza 
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(U} Coordinator of the Mariam's efforts, Sa mar al-HajJ, told the LBC television channel on Saturday that contacts are 
ongoing with countries near Gaza in order to acquire permission for the ship to dock at one of their ports. She 
complained, "It seems as if there is universal war against us .... We will not allow anyone to cancel the ship's trip." She 
added that the ship wil! not head to Ga.za directly from Tripoli, stressing, "The ship cannot be the reason for the start of a 
war." 
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[RELEASED IN FULL! 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

B/2212010 B:1B:59 AM 

SMART Core 

Subject: Mariam flotilla sitrep: Flotilla departure postponed indefinitely 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 

From: 

Action: 

E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 
Reference: 
Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 MDA 58514 
Aug 22, 2010 / 221217Z AUG 10 
Cornforth, Jeremy A 

Alan SimsROUTINE; Allfson, Alicia PROUT/NE; Baily, Jess LROUTIN£; Beirut MIL Core Group 
ROUTIN~; Beirut Pol Econ Americ:ansROUTINE; Catalano, ElisaROUTINE; Cohen, Jonathan R 

ROUTINE; Connelly' Maura.ROUTINE; Cunningham, James BROUTfN.E'; 
Curtin, Mary T {Brussels)ROUTINE ~ Daniel 8. ShapiroROUTINE; Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut) 
ROUTINE; Davis, Christopher RROUTJNE; Evans, Jennifer RROUTINE; Feltman, Jeffrey D 

ROUTINE; Goldberger, Thomas HROUTINE; Gregonis. Meghan EROUTINE; Grubb, Jason B 

ROUTINE; Heger H. HejjarROUT/NE; Hale, Davfd MROUT/NE; Hof, Frederic CROUTJN~; 

Jackson, Mollie JROUTJNE; Jacoby, Julia IRounNE; Jasmine El~GamalROUTINE; 
Kimberly HarringtonROUTINE; Knopf, Peyton LROUTINE; Levin, JanROUTIN~; 

Levinson, Jesse $ROUTINE; McCarthy. Deborah AROUT/NE; n mccaddiROUTINE; 

NEA-Staff-Assistants-DLROUr/NE; Netos, Eleftherios EROUTINE; NICOSIA FRONT OFFICE 
ROUTINE; NICOSIA POLITICALROUT/NE; Prem G KumarROUTINE; Retney, Michael A 

ROUTINE; Ried, Curtis R {USUN}ROUTINE; Riggs, Susan JROUTINE; Riley, Robert JROUTINE; 
Rudman, Mara ROUTINE; Sacher, Alon (NEPJJPA)ROUTINE; Sayles. Ambrose GROUT/NE; 

Scarlatelli, Adam WROUTINE; Schedlbauer, Amy WROUTINE; Schei/hammer, Michael W 
ROUT/NC; Schlereth. Frank GROfJTINE; Schlicher, Ronald LROUTINE; Scobey, Margaret 

ROUTINE.; SES-OROUT/NE; Shampaine, Nicole DROUTINE; Shapiro, Daniel SROUTINE.; 

Silverman, Robert JROUTINE; Sindle, James MROUTINE; Smith, Anlta RROUT/NE; 

Stewart, Nan EROUTINE; Sutphin. Paul RROUTINE; Tel Aviv POL SectionROUTINE; 

Tsou, Leslie MROUTINE; Urbancic, Frank CROUT/NE; Walles, JacobROUTINE; 
Woods, William HROUTINE 

13526 

PREL, EWWT, PTER, K?AL, LE, IS, GZ 
SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 

A) 1!!.M.DA_5_8.§12 
Mariam flotilla sitr0p: Flotilla depart\.lre postponed indefinitely 

{U} Jn a press conference held inside the Lebanese port of Tripolf around midday 011 Sunday, August 22, the organizers of 

the Mariam, a ship intending to break the Gaza blockade, announced that they are "postponing but not cancelling1
' its 

departure, previously planned for August 22. This decision, they said, was made necessary by the refusal of Cypriot 

authorities to allow the ship to dock in Cyprus en route to Gaza. The organizers are now seeking another port that wlll 

allow them to land, and they announced that they are in contact with Turkish and Greek authorities. The Go\lernment of 
Lebanon will not allow the ship to sail directly to Gaza because lt fs occupied by Israel, with which Lebanon is officially in a 
state of war. 

{SBU) An Embassy security team reported at 1445 hours that all those who attended the press conference had departed 

the port area and no activity was taking place on or around the ship. Embassy Beirut will continue monitoring the 

sltuation and sending staff to observe the port, reporting when necessary. 
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!RELEASED IN FULL! 

From: 
Sent 
To: 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

B/24/2010 10:53:12 AM 
SMART Core 

Subject: Mariam flotilla update: No activity 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 

E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 

Reference: 

Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 MDA59250 
Aug 24, 2010 I 241452ZA.UG 10 
Cornforth, Jeremy A 

Alan SimsROUTINE; Allison, Alicia PRDUTINE; Baily, Jess LROUTINE; Beirut MIL Core Group 
ROUTINE; Beirut PolEcon AmericansROUT/NE; Catalano, ElisaROUTINE; Cohen, Jonathan R 
ROUTINE; Connelly, MauraROUTJNE; Cunningham, James BROUTJNE; 

Curtin, Mary T (8russels)ROUT/NE; Daniel B. ShapiroRounNE; Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut) 
ROUTINE; Davis, Christopher RROUTINE; Evans, Jennifer RROUTJNE; Feltman, Jeffrey D 

ROUTINE; Goldberger, Thomas HROUTINE; Gregonis, Meghan EROUTINE; Grubb, Jason B 
ROIJTINE; Hagar H. HajjarROUT/NE; Hale, David MROUTINE; Hof, Frederic CROUT/NE; 

Jackson, Mollie JROUTINE; Jacoby, Julia IROVTINE; Jasmine El-GamalROUTINE; 
Kimberly HarringtonROUTINE; Knopf, Payton LROUTINE; Levin, Jan ROUTINE; 

Levinson, Jesse SROIJTINE; McCarthy, Deborah AROUTINE; n mccaddiROUT/NE; 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DLROUT7NE; Netos, Eleftherios EROuflNE; NICOSIA FRONT OFFICE 
ROUTINE; NICOSIA POLITICALROUTINE; Prem G KumarROUTINE; Ratney, Michael A 
ROUnNE; Ried, Curtis R {USUN)ROUT/NE; Riggs, Susan JROUTINE; Riley, Robert JROUTINE; 

Rudman, Mara ROUTINE; Sachar. Alon (NEA/IPA}ROUTINE; Sayles, Ambrose GROVTINE; 

Scarlatelli, Adam WRDUTINE; Schedlbauer, Amy WRDUTINE; Schellhammer, Michael W 
ROUTINE; Schlereth, Frank GRounNE; Schlicher, Ronald LROUnNE; Scobey, Margaret 
ROUllNE; SES-ORCUTINE; Shampa\r.e, N\c.c1e DROLfTJNE; Shapiro, Danie\ SROUTINE; 
Silverman, Robert JROUTINE.; Sindle, James MROUT/NE; Smith, Anita RROUTINE; 

Stewart, Nan EROUT/NE; Sutphin, Paul RROUTINE; Tel Aviv POL Section ROUTINE; 

Tsou. Leslie MROUT7NIE; Urbancic, Frank CROUTINE; Walles, JacobROUT/NE; 
Woods, William HROUTINIE 

13526 
PREL, EWWT, PTER, KPAL, LE, IS, GZ, GR, TU 

SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 

A) 10 M QA_5_B.SJA. 
Mariam flotilla update: No acti'lity 

(SBU) On August 24at1300 hours, Embassy Investigators reported that the Mariam (formerly the Jounieh Star) and the 
Julia (aka the Naji al-Ali) remained in the Lebanese port of Tripoli with no signs of activity taking place on or around them. 
The Julia is anchored away from the wharf, and the Mariam has been moved to a secondary docking location next to a 
larger ship. The team will return to observe the ships on August 25. 

(SBU) Yasser Qashlaq, head of the Free Palestine Movement that Is sponsoring the ships, told An·Nahar newspaper, "From 
now on, we will start sendlng ships carrying humanitarian aid with the U.N. flag to all of Palestine, not only to Gaza, and 
Israel wlll not be able to forbid it or detain it." Since the Government of Lebanon has refused to allow the ships to sail 
unless they indicate as their destination a port that will receive them other than Gaza, this claim is not credible. The press 

reported over the weekend that the flotilla organizers contacted Turkish and Greek authorities to seek permission to dock 
there. 
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[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

I11 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

8126/2010 10:31 :41 AM 

svcSMARTBTSPOP4 

Subject: Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for 8/26: No activity 
Attachments: DSCN1147.jpg; DSCN1153.jpg; Metadata.dat 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 

Fro1n: 
Action: 

E.O.: 

TAGS: 

Captions: 
Subject. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 MDA 59846 

Aug 26, 2010 / 2614332 AUG 10 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

Alan SimsROUflNE; A!lison, Alicia PROUT/NE; Baily, Jess LROUTINE; Beirut MIL Core Group 
ROUTINE; Beirut Po!Econ ArnericanSROUTfNE; Catalano, EfisaROUnNE; Cohen, Jonathan R 
ROUTINE; Connelly, MauraROUT/NE; Cunningham, James BRDUnNE; 

Curtin, Mary T (Bf'\Jssels)ROUT/NE; Daniel 8. ShapiroROUT/NE; Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut) 
ROUT/NE; Davis, Christopher RROUTINE; Evans, Jennifer·RROUT/NE; Feltman, Jeffrey D 

ROUTINE; Goldberger, Thomas HROUTINE; Gregonis, Meghan ERounNE; Grubb, Jason B 

ROUTINE; Hagar H. HaliarROUT/NE; Hale, David MROUTINE; Hof, Frederic CRounNE; 

Jackson, Mollie JROUTINE; Jacoby, Julia !ROUTINE; Jasmine El-GamalROUT/NE; 

Kimberly HarringtonROU77NE; Knopf, Payton LROUTJNE; Levin, JanROUTJNE; 

Levinson, Jesse SROUT/NE; McCarthy, Deborah AROUTINE; n mccaddiROUTINE; 

NEA-Staft-Assistants-DLROUTINE; Netos, Eleftherios EROUTINE; NJCQSIA FRONT OFFICE 
FlOUT/NE; NICOSIA POLITICALROUTJNE; Prem G KumarROUTINE; Ratney, Michael A 

ROUT/NE; Ried, Curtis R (USUN}ROUT/NE; Riggs, Susan JROUTINE; Riley, Robert JROUTINE; 

Rudman, MaraROUTINE; Sachar, Alon {NEA.llPA)ROUTINE; Sayles, Ambrose GROUT/NE; 
Scarlatelli, Adam WROUTJNE; Schedlbauer, Amy WROUTINE; Schellhammer, Michael W 

ROUTINE; Schlereth, Frank GROUT/NE; Schlicher, Ronald LROUTINE; Scobey. Margaret 
ROUTINE; SE~ROUTINE; Shampaine, Nicole DROUT/NE; Shapiro, Daniel $ROUTINE; 

Silverman, Robert JROUTINE; Sindle, James MROUTINE; Smith. Anita RROUnNE; 

Stewart, Nan ERDUnNE; Sutphin, Paul RROUnNE; Tel Aviv POL SectionROUT/NE; 
Tsou. Leslie MROUTINE ~Urbancic, Frank CROUTJNE; Walles, JacobROUT/NE; 
Woods, William HROUTINE 

13526 

PREL, EWWT, PTER, KPAL, LE, IS, GZ 

SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 

Mariam Gaza flot\l\a sitrep for B/26: No activity 

(SBU) Around midday on August 26, Embassy investigators confirmed that both the Mariam and the Julia remain docked in 

the Lebanese port of Tripoli with no activity taking place on or around them. 

(SBU) Two photos taken today are attached. 
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[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 
812712010 4:14:51 AM 

SMART Core 

Subject Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for August 27 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 

E.O.: 
TAGS: 

• Captions: 
Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 MDA 59988 

Aug 27, 2010 I 270B13Z AUG 10 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

Alan SimSROUT/NE; Allison, Alicia PROUT/NE; Baily, Jess LROUTINE; Beirut MIL Core Group 
ROUTINE; Beirut PolEcon AmericansROUTINE; Catalano, ElisaROUT/NE; Cohen, Jonathan R 
ROUTINE; Connelly, MauraROUT/NE; Cunningham, Jemes BROUTINE; 

Curtin, Mary T (Brussels)ROUT/NE; Daniel B. ShapiroROUTINE; Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut) 
ROUTINE; Davis, Christopher RROUTINE; Evans, Jennifer RROUTINE; Feltman, Jeffrey D 
ROUTINE; Goldberger, Thomas HROU71NE; Gregonis, Meghan EROUTJNE; Grubb, Jason B 
ROUTINE; Hagar H. HajjarROUTINE; Hale, David MROUTINE; Hof, Frederic CROUT/NE; 

Jackson, Mollie JROUTINE; Jacoby, Julia I ROUTINE; Jasmine El-GamalROUTINE; 
Kimberly HarringtonROUTINE; Knopf, Payton LROUTINE; Levin, JanROUT/NE; 
Levinson, Jesse $ROUTINE; McCarthy, Deborah AROUTINE; n mccaddiROUTINE; 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DLROUTINE; Netos, Eleftherios EROUT/NE; NICOSIA FRONT OFFICE 
ROUTINE; NICOSIA POLITICALROUT/NE; Prem G KumarROUTINE; Ratney, Michael A 
ROUTINE; Ried, Curtis R (USUN)ROUT/NC; Riggs, Susan JROUTINE; Riley, Robert JROUTINE; 

Rudman, Mara ROUTINE; Sachar, Alon (NEAJIPA)ROUT/NE; Sayles, Ambrose GROUT/NE; 

Scar!atelli, Adam WROUTINE; Schedlbauer, Amy W~OUTINE; Schellhammer, Michael W 
ROUT1NE; Schlereth, Frank GROUT/NE; Schlicher, Ronald l.ROUTINE; Scobey, Margaret 
ROUTINE; SES-OROUTINE; Shampaine, Nicole DROUT/NE; Shapiro, Daniel SROUT7NE; 
Silverman, Robert JROUTINE; Sindle, James MROUTINE; Smith. Anita RROUT/NE; 
Stewart, Nan ERounNE; Sutphin, Paul RROUT/NE; Tel Aviv POL SeclionROUTINE; 
Tsou, Leslie MROUTINE; Urbancic, Frank CROUT/NE; Walles, JacobROUTINE; 
Woods, William HROUT/NE 

13526 

PREL, EWWT. PTER, KPAL, LE, GZ, IS 

SENSITNE. SIPDIS 

Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for August 27 

{SBU) Around 1000 on August 27, Embassy investigators confirmed that both the Mariam and the Julio remain docked in 
the Lebanese part of Tripoli with no activity taking place on or around them. 

{U) We will report again on the sh fps' status on Monday, unless we receive information over the weekend Indicating that 
they plan to embark. 
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[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

8/30/2010 11 :16:56 AM 

SMART Core 

Subject: Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 

E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 
Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 MDA 60630 

Aug 30, 2010 / 301516Z AUG 10 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

Alan SimsROUTINE; Allison, Alicia PROUnNE; Baily, Jesa LROUTINE; Beirut MIL Core Group 
ROUTINE; Beirut Pol Econ AmerlcansROUT/NE; Catalano, Elisa ROUTINE; Cohen, Jonathan R 
ROUTINE"; Connelly, MauraROUTINE; Cunningham, James BROUTINE ~ 

Curtin, Mary T (Brussa!s)ROUT!NE; Daniel 8. ShapiroROUTINE; Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut) 

ROUTINE; Davis, Christopher RROUTINE; Evans, Jennifer RROUTINE; Feltman, Jeffrey D 
ROUTINE; Goldberger, Thomas HROUTINE; Gregonis, Meghan EROUTINE; Grubb, Jason B 
ROUTINE; Hagar H. HajjarROUTINE; Hale, David MROUTINE; Hof, Frederic CROUT/NE; 

Jackson, Mollie JROUTINE; Jacoby, Julia !ROUTINE; Jasmlne El~GamatRounNE; 
Kimberly HarringtonROUT/NE; Knopf, Payton LROUTlNE; Levin, JanROIJTINE; 

Levinson, Jesse SROUTINE; McCarthy, Deborah AROUTINE; n mccaddiROUTINE; 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DLROUTJNE; Netos, Eleftherios EROUnNE; NICOSIA FRONT OFFICE 
ROUTINE; NICOSIA POLITICALROUT/NE; Prem G KumarROunNE; Ratney, Michael A 
ROUTINE; Ried, Curtis R (USUN)ROUTINE; Riggs, Susan JROUTINE; Riley, Robert JROUTINE; 

Rudman, MaraROUTJNE; Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA)ROUTIN.E; Sayles, Ambrose GROUT/NE; 

Scarfatelli, Adam WROUTINE; Schedlbauer, Amy WROUTINE; Schellhammer, Michael W 
ROUTINE; Schlereth, Frank GROUTJNE; Schlicher, Ronald LROUTINE; Scobey, Margaret 
ROIJTINE; SES-OROIJT/NE; Shampaine, Nicole DROUTINE; Shapiro, Daniel SROUTINE; 

Silverman, Robert JROUTINE; Sindle, James MROUTINE; Smith, Anita RROUTINE; 

Stewart, Nan EROUTINE; Sutphin, Paul RROUTINE; Tel Aviv POL SectionROUT/NE; 
Tsou, Leslie MRounNE; Urbancic, Frank CROUT/NE; Walles, JacobROUTJNE; 
Woods. William HROUT/NE 

13526 

PREL, EVVWr, PTER, KPAL, LE, GZ, IS 
SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 
Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for 

(SBU) Around midday on August 30, Embassy investigators confirmed that both the Mariam and the Julio remain docked in 

the Lebanese port of Tripoli with no activity taking place on or around them. 
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_L?L) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

8131/2010 8:26:20 AM 

SMART Core 
[RELEASED IN FULL) Subject: Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for August 31 

MRN: 

Dato/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 

e.o.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 

Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 MDA60964 

Aug 31, 2010/31122BZAUG 10 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

Alan SimsROUTINE; Allison, Alicia PROUT!NE; Baily, Jess LROUT!NE; Beirut MIL Core Group 
ROUTINE; Beirut PolEcon AmericansROUTINE; Catalano, ElisaROUT!NE; Cohen, Jonathan R 
ROUTINE; Connelly, MauraROUTINE; Cunningham. James BROUTINE; 

Curtin, Mary T (Brussels)ROUTIN5; Daniel B. ShapiroROUTINE; Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut) 
ROUTINE; Davis, Christopher RROUTINE; Evans, Jennifer RRoUTJNE; Fellman, Jeffrey D 
ROUTINE; Goldberger, Thomas HROUT/NE; Gregonis, Meghan EROUTINE; Grubb, Jason B 
ROUnNE; Hagar H. HajjarROUTJNC; Hale, David MROUTINE; Hof, Frederic CROUT/NE; 

Jackson, Mollie JROUTINE; Jacoby, Julia !ROUTINE; Jasmine El-OamalROUTINE; 
Kimberly HarringtonROunNE; Knopf, Payton LRounNE; Levin, JanROUTINE; 

Levinson, Jesse SROUTINE; McCarthy, Deborah AROUTINE; n mccaddiRounNE; 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DLROUT/NE; Netos, Eleftherios EROUTINE; NJCOSIA FRONT OFFICE 
ROUTINE; NICOSIA POllTICALROUTJNE ; Prem G KumarROUTINE; Ratney, Michael A 
ROUTfNE; Ried, Curtis R (USUN)ROUT/NE; Riggs, Susan JROUT/NE; Riley. Robert JROUTINE; 

Rudman, MaraROUTfN£; Sachar, Alon (NEAllPA)ROUT/NE; Sayles, Ambroi;e GRoUnNE; 

Scarlatelli, Adam WROUTINE; Schedlbauer, Amy WROUTINE; Schellhammer, Michael W 
ROUTINE; Schlereth, Frank GROU11NE; Schlicher, Ronald LROtmNE; Scobey, Margaret 
ROUTINE; SES-ORounNE; Shampaine, Nicole DROUTINE ;1Shapiro, Daniel SROUnNE; 

Silverman, Robert JROUTINE; Sindle, James MROUTINE; Smith, Anita RROUTINE; 

Stewart, Nan EROUTINE; Sutphin, Paul RROUT/NE; Tel Aviv POL SectionROUTINE; 
Tsou, Leslie MROUTINE; Urbancic, Frank CROUT/NE; Walles, JacobROUT/NE; 
Woods, William HROU11NE 
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PREL, EWINT. PTER. KPAL. LE, GZ, IS 
SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 

•Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for August 31 

(SBU) Around midday on August 31, Embassy investigators confirmed that both the Mariam and the Julio remain docked in 
the Lebanese port of Tripoli with no activity taking place on or around them. · 

Drafted By: 
Released By: 

Actlon Post: 
Dissemination Rule: 

BEIRUT:Comforth, Jeremy A 

BEIRUT:Cornforth, Jeremy A 

Archive Copy 

l.lM<LA$SIEIED 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
Page 1 of 1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S: Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750603 Date: 1211712012 



StateDept03631

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750604 Date: 12/17/2012 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
Page 1of1 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

91812010 8:40:08 AM 

SMART Core 

Subject: Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for September 7 

l\llRN: 

Dato/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 

E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 
Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 MDA63134 

Sep 08, 2010 I 081217Z SEP 10 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

Alan SimsROUTINE; Allison, Alicia PROUT/NE; Baily, Jess LROUTINE; Beirut MIL Core Group 
ROUTINE; Beirut PolEcon AmericansROUTINE; Catalana. ElisaROUTINE; Cohen, Jonathan R 

ROUTINE; Connelly, MauraROUTINE; Cunningham, James BROUTINE; 

Curtin, Mary T (Brussels)ROUTINE; Daniel B. ShapiroROUTJNE; Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut) 

ROUTINE.; Davis, Christopher RROUT/NE; Evans, Jennifer RROUTINE; Feltman, Jeffrey D 

ROtfTINE; Goldberger, Thomas HROUnNE; Gregonis, Meghan EROUTINE; Grubb, Jason B 
ROUTINE; Hagar H. HajjarROUTINE; Hale, David MROUTINE; Hof, Frederic CROUT/NE; 

Jackson, Mollie JROUTINE; Jacoby, Julia I ROUTINE; Jasmine El-GamalROUTJNE; 

Kimberly HarringtonROUTINE; Knopf, Payton LROUTINE; Leviti. JanROUTINE; 

Levinson, Jesse SROUTtNE; McCarthy, Deborah AROUTINE; n mccaddiROUT/NE; 

NEAMStaff~Assist.ants~DLROUTINE; Netos, Eleftherios EROUTJNE; NICOSIA FRONT OFFICE 

ROUTINE; NICOSIA POLITICALROUTINE; Prem G KumarROUTINE; Ratney, Michael A 

ROUTINE; Ried, Curtis R (USUN)ROIJT/NE; Riggs, Sllsan JROUTINE; Riley, Robert JROUTINE; 

Rudman, MaraROU17NE; Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA)Rour/NE; Sayles, Ambrose GROUTINE; 

Scarlatelli, Adam WROUTINE; Schedlbauer, Atny WROIJTINE ~Schellhammer. Michael W 
ROUTINE; Schlereth, Frank GROUT/NE.; Schlicher, Ronald LROUTINe; Scobey, Margaret 

ROUTINE; SES-OROUTINE; Shampaine, Nicole DROUTINE; Shapiro, Daniel SROtmNE; 

Silverman, Robert JROUTJNE; Sindle. James MROUTINE; Smith, Anita RRDUTINE; 

Stew.art, Nan EROUT1NE; Sutphin. Paut RROUT/NE; Tei Aviv POL SectlonROUTJNE; 

Tsou, Leslie MROurlNE; Urbancic, Frank CROUTJNE; Walles, JacobROUT/NE; 
Woods, William HROUTINE 

13526 

PREL, EWNT, PTER, KPAL, LE, GZ, IS 

SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 

Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for September 7 

(SBU) Around midday on September 7, Embassy investigators confirmed that both the Mariam and the Julia remain 

docked in the Lebanese port of Tripoli with r.o activity taking plac.e on or around them. 
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From: Cornforth, Jeremy A 

!RELEASED IN FULL! 

Sent: 9/13/2010 10:13:41 AM 

To: SMART Core 
Subject: Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for September 13 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 

E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 
Subject: 

10 MDA63932 

Sep 13, 2010/131412Z SEP 10 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

Alan SimsROUTINE; AJlison, Alicia PROUnNE; Baily, Jess LROUTTNE; Beirut MIL Core Group 
ROUTINE; Beirut Po\Eoon AmericansROUTINE; Catalano, E.lisaROUTINE; Cohen, Jonathan R · 
ROUTINE; Connelly, MauraROUTINE; Cunningham, James BROUTINE; 

Curtin, ~ary T (Brussels}ROUTJNE; Daniel 8. ShapiroROUTINE; Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut) 
ROUTINE; Davis. Christopher RROUTfNE; Evans, Jennifer RROUTINE; Feltman, Jeffrey D 
ROUTINE; Goldberger, Thomas HROUffNE; Gregonls, Meghan EROUT/NE; Grubb, Jason B . 
ROUTINE; Hagar H. HajjarROUTINE; Hafe, David MROUTJNE; Hof, Frederic CROUTJNE; 

JackSC)n, Mollie JROUTJNE; Jacoby, Julia I ROUTINE; Jasmine El-GamalROUTINE; 
Kimberly Harrington ROUTINE; Knopf, Payton LROUTTNE; Levin, JanROIJTINE; 

Levinson, Jesse SROUTINE; McCarthy, Deborah AROUTINE; n mccaddiROUT/NE; 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-Dl.ROUTINE; Netos, Elefthenos EROunNE; NICOSIA FRONT OFFICE 
ROUTINE; NICOSIA POLITICALROUT/NE; Prem G KumarROUTTNE; Ratney, Michael A 
ROUTINE; Ried, Curt.ts R (USUN)ROUTINE; Riggs, Susan JROUTINE; Riley, Rebert JROUT/NE; 
Rudman, Mara ROUTINE; Sachar, Alon (NEAllPA)ROUTINE; Sayles, Ambrose GROUT/NE; 

Scar1atelli, Adam WROUTINE; Schedlbauer, Amy WROUTINE; Schellhammer, Michael W 
ROUTINE; Schlereth, Frank GROUT/NE; Schlicher, Ronald LROUTJNE; Scobey, Margaret 
ROUTINE; SES-OROUTINE; Shampaine. Nicole DROUTJNE; Shapiro, Daniel $ROUTINE; 

Silverman, Robert JROUTINE; Sindle, James MROUTINE; Smith, Anita RRourtNE; 

Stewart, Nan EROUTJNE; Sutphin, Paul RROUTTNE; Tel Aviv POL SectionROUnNE; 

Tsou, Leslie MROUTINE; Ui'bancic, Frank CROUT/NE; Walles; JacobROUTINE; 
Woods, William HROUTINE 

13526 

PREL, EWNT, PTER, KPAL, LE, GZ, IS 

SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 

Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for September 13 

(SBU) Around midday an September 13, Embassy Investigators confirmed that both the Mariam and the Julia remain 
docked in the Lebanese port of Tripoli with no activity taking place an or around them. 
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[RELEASED IN FULL) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

9/20/2010 1 :48:47 AM 

svcSMARTBTSPOP7 

Subject: Mariarn Gaza flotilla sitrep for September 20 
Attachments: DSCN1206.jpg; DSCN1210.jpg; Metadala.dat 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 

E.0.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 

10 MDA 65920 

Sep 20, 2010 / 200559Z SEP 10 
Cornforth, Jeremy A 

Alan SimsROUTINE; Allison, Alicia PRDUTINE; Baily, Jess LROUTINE; Beirut Mil Core Group 
ROUT/NC; Beirut PolEcon AmericansROUTINE; Catalano, Eli.saROUTJNE:; Cohen, Jonathan R 
ROUTINE; Connelly, MauraROUTINE; Cunningham, James BROUTINE; 

Curtin, Mary T (Brussels)ROUTJNE; Daniel B. ShapiroROUT/NE; Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut) 
ROUTINE; Davis, Christopher RROUTINE; Evans, Jennifer RROUTINE; Feltman, Jeffrey D 
ROUTINE; Goldberger, Thomas HROUTINE; Gregonis, Meghan EROUTINE; Grubb, Jason 8 

ROIJTINE; Hagar H. HajjarROUTJNE; Hale, David MROUTINE; Hof, Frederic CROUT/NE; 

Jackson, Mollie JROUTINE; Jacoby, Julia IROUnNE; Jasmine El-GamalROUTtNE; 

Kimberly HarringtonROUTINE; Knopf, Payton LROUTfNE; Levin, JanROl.JTINE; 

Levinson, Jessa SROUTJNE; McCarthy, Deborah AROUflNE; n mccaddiROUTINE ~ 

NEA-StaffmAssistanls-DLROUT/NE; Netos, Eleftherios EROUTJNE; NICOSIA FRONT OFFICE 
ROUTINE; NICOSIA POLITICALROLIT/NE; Prem G KumarROUTINE; Ratney, Michael A 
ROUTINE; Ried, Curtis R (USUN}ROUT/NE; Rlgg5, Susan JROUTINE; Riley, Robert JROUTJNE; 

Rudrnan. MaraROUTINE; Sachar, Alon (NEAJIPA)ROUTINE; Sayles, Ambrose GROUT/NE; 

Scarlatelli, Adam WROUTINE; Schedlbauer, Amy WROLITINE; Schellharnmer, Michael W 

ROUTINE; Schlereth, Frank GROUTINE; Schllcher, Ronald LROUTINE; Scobey, Margaret 

ROUTINE; SES-OROUT/NE; Shampaine, Nicole DROUT/NE; Shapiro, Daniel SROUTlNE; 

Silverman, Robert JROUTINE; Sfndle, James MROUT/NE; Smith, Anita RROUTJNE; 

Stewart, Nan EROU11NE; Sutphin. Paul RROUTINE; Tel Aviv POL SectionROUTJNE; 

Tsou, Leslie MROUTJNE; Urbancic, Frank CROUT/NE; Walles, JacobROUTINE; 
WoOOs, William HRourtNE 

13526 

PREL, EWNr, PTER, KPAL, LE, GZ, IS 

SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 

Subject: · Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for September 20 

(SBU} Around mtdday on September 19, Embassy investigators confirmed that both the Mariam and the Julfa remain in the 
Lebanese port of Tripoli. While the Mariam is stlll anchored necir the wharf, the Julia has been taken out of the water for 

repair work. Please see attached photos. 
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!RELEASED IN FULL) 

From: Cornforth, Jeremy A 
Sent: 9/27/2010 10:58:03 AM 
To; SMART Core 
Subject: Mariam Gaza ftotilla sitrep for September 27 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 

E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 

Subject: 

10 MDA 67970 
Sep 27, 2010 / 271457Z SEP 10 
Comforth, Jeremy A 

Alan SimsRoUnNE; Allison, Alicia PROUT/NE; Baily, Jess LROUTINE; Beirut MIL Cora Group 

ROUTINE; Beirut Pol Econ AmericansROUTINE; Catalano, Elisa ROUTINE; Cohen, Jonathan R 

ROUTINE; Connelly I MauraROUT/NE; Cunningham, James BROUTINE; 

Curtin, Mary T (Brussels)ROUTINE; Daniel B. ShapiroROUTINE; Daughton, Thomas F {Beirut) 

ROUTINE; Davis, Christopher RROUTINE; Evans, Jennifer RROUTINE; Fellman, Jeffrey D 

ROUTINE; Goldberger, Thomas HROUTINE; Gregonis, Meghan ERDUnNE; Grubb, Jason 8 
ROUTINE; Hagar H. HajjarROUTINE; He.le, David MROUTJNE; Hof, Frederic CROUT/NE; 
Jac.kson, Mollie JRDUTJNE; Jacoby, Julia IROUnNE; Jasmine El-GamafROUTINE; 

Kimberly HarringtonROUTINE; Knopf, Payton LROUTJNe; Levin, Jan ROUTINE; 
Levinson, Jesse SROUT!NE; McCarthy, Deborah ARDUTINE; n mccaddiROUrlNE; 
NEA-Staff-Assistanls-DLROUTINE; Nelos, Eleftherios ERDUTINE; NICOSIA FRONT OFFICE 
ROUTINE; NICOSIA POUTICALROUnNE; Prem G Kumar ROUTINE; Ratney, Michael A 

. ROUTINE; Ried, Curtis R (USUN)ROUT/NE; Riggs, Susan JROUTJNE; Ritey, Robert JROUTINE; 

Rudman, Mara ROUTINE; Sachar, Alon (NENIPA}ROunNE; Sayles. Ambrose GROUT/NE; 

Scarlatelli, Adam WROUTINE; SchedJbauer, Amy WROUTINE; Schellhammer, Michael W 

ROUTINE; Schlereth. Frank GROUT/NE; Schlicher. Ronald lROUTINE; Scobey, Margaret 

ROUTINE; SES-OROUTINE; Shampaine, Nicola DROUTJNE; Shapiro, Daniel SROUTINE; 

Silverman, Robert JROUTINE; Sin?le, James MROUTINE; Smith, Anita RROUTINE; 

Stewart, Nan ERDIJTINE; Sutphin, Paul RROIJTINE; Tel Aviv POL SectionROUTJNE; 

Tsou, Leslie MROU11NE; Urbancic, Frank CROUT/NE; Walles, JacobROU11NE; 
Woods, William HROUT/NC 

13526 
PREL, EWWT, PTER, KPAL, LE, GZ, IS 
SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 
Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for September 27 

(SBU) Around midday on September 25, Embassy investigators confirmed that both the Mariam and the Julia remain 

docked Jn the Lebanese port of Tripoli with no activity ta king place on or around them. The Julia remains in dry dock. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

McCutcheon, Robert H (Beirut) 

10/4/201011:47:49AM 

svcSMARTBTSPOP3 

Subject: Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for the week of October 4 

Attachments: DSCN1216.jpg; DSCN1214.jpg; Metadata.dat 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

Ftom: 
Actio11: 

E.O.: 

TAGS: 

Captions: 

Subject: 

10 MDA69336 

Oct 04, 2010 I 041552Z OCT 10 

Mccutcheon, Robert H (Beirut) 

Cornforth, Jeremy AROIJTINE; Alan.sims@js.smil.milROUnNE; Aflison, Alicia PROUT/NE; 

Baily, Jess LROUTINE; Bell, Jacob TROUT/NE; Connelly, MauraROUTJNE; Cornforth, Jeremy A 
ROUTINE; Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut)ROUT/NE; Fitzsimmons, Richard $ROUTINE; 

Gliha, Ryan MROUTINE; Howell, David WROUT/NE; Lantz, James VROUTINE; Mack, Eric J 
ROUTINE; Mosby' Deborah (TOY Beirut}ROUT/NE; Rank, Joseph WROUTINE. ; 

Rasmussen, Mark GROUT/NE; Repetski. Michael JROUTINE; Silkman, John WROUT!NE.; 

Solly, Janet RROUTINE; Cornforth, Jeremy AROUTINE; Cranmer, Amanda CROUT/NE; 

Fitzsimmons, Richard $ROUTINE; Hasan, Laila MROUTINE; Howell, David WROUTINE; 

Mccutcheon. Robert H (Beirut)ROUTJNE; Mitchell, Beth AROUTINE; Catalano, Elisa ROUTINE; 

Cohen, Jonathan RROUTJNE; Connelly, Maura ROUTINE; Cunningham, James BROUTINE; 

Curtin, Mary T (Brussels}ROUT/NE; Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.govRour1NE; 

Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut}ROUTINE; Davis, Christopher RROUTINE; Evans, Jennifer R 
ROUTINE; Feltman, Jeffrey DROUT/NE; Goldberger, Thomas HROUTJNE; Gregonis, Meghan E 

ROUTINE; Grubb, Jason BROUT/NE; Hagar_H._Hajja.r@nss.eop.govROUTINE; Hale., David M 

ROUTINE; Hof, Frederic CROUT/NE; Jackson, Mollie JROUTINE; Jacoby, Julia IROUnNE; 

Jasmine.el-gamal@osd.milRounNE; Kimberly.Harrington@js.pentagon.milROUTINE; 

Knopf, Payton LROUTINE.; Levin, JanROUTINE; Levinson, Jesse SROUTINE; 

McCarthy, Deborah AROUTINE; nmccaddi@js.pentagon.milROUTINE; Brownstein, David P 

ROUTINE; Conlon, Steven MROUT/NE; Johnson, Sandra lROUTINE; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 

ROUTINE; Netos, Eleftherios EROunNE; Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.goVROUTINE; 

Rainey, Michael AROUT/NE; Ried, Curtis R (USUN)ROUTINE; Riggs, Susan JROUT1NE; 

Riley, Robert JROUTINE; Rudman, Mara ROUTINE; Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA)ROUTINE; 

Sayles, Ambrose GROUT/NE; Scar1atelli, Adam WROUTJNE; Schedlbauer, AmyWROUTINE; 

Schellhammer, Michael WROUTINE; SchlerethFG@state.govROUTINE; Schlicher, Ronald L 
ROUTINE; Scobey, MargaretROUTINE; AOC SESOROUT/NE; AOC2_SES0ROUTINE; 

SES-O_CMSROUTINE; SES-O_DS_OnlyROUT/NE; SES-O_FrontOfficeROUTINE; SES-O_OS 
ROUTINE; SES-O_SWOROUTINE; SES-O_WOROUT/NE; Watch lnformationROUT/NE; 

Shampaine, Nicole DROUTINE; Shapiro, Daniel $ROUTINE; Sil1Jerman, Robert JROUTINE; 

Sindle, James MROUTINE; Smith, Anila RROUTINE; Stewart, Nan EROUT!NE.; Sutphin, Paul R 

ROUTINE; Blaukopf, Ruth BROUT/NE; Drake, v. DianeROUTINE; Eussen, Matthew ROUT/NE; 

Failla, Ann MROUTINE; Grubb, Jason BROUT/NE; Levin, Jan ROUTINE; Lurie, Mike DROUTINE; 

Nelson, Timothy (Tel Aviv}ROUTINE; Parsell, Benjamin CROUT/NE; Silverman, Robert J 

ROUTINE; Tsou, Leslie MROUTINE; Urbancic, Frank CROUT/NE; Walles, JacobROUTINE; 
Woods, William HROUT/NE 
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Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for the week of October 4 
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(SBU) Around midday on October 2, Embassy investigators confirmed that both the Mariam and the Julla remain In the 
Lebanese port of Tripoli. The Mariam is still anchored near the wharf, and the Julia remains in dry dock for reptiir work. 
Please see attathed photos. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cornforth, Jeremy A 

1011312010 7:15·.54 AM 

SMART Core 
[RELEASED IN FULL] 

Subject: Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for October- 13 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

From: 

Action: 

E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 

Subject: 

l.l_l\IJ;J,._AS~lflEQ 

10 MDA 71540 
Oct 13, 2010 I 131115Z OCT 10 

Cornforth, Jereniy A 

Alan SirnsROUTfNE; Allison, Alicia PROUT/NE; Baily, Jess LROUTINE; BeiNt MIL Core Group 
ROUTINE; Beirut PolEcon AmericansROUTfNE; Catalano, ElisaRounNE; Cohen, Jonathan R 
ROUTINE; Connelly, MauraROUTINE; Cunningham, James BROUTINE; 

Curtin, Mary T {Brussels)ROUTINE; Daniel B. ShapiroROUT/NE; Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut) 
ROUTINE; Davis, Christopher RROUTINE; Evans, Jennifer RROUTINE; Feltman, Jeffrey D 

ROUTINE; Goldberger, Thomas HROUTINE; Greg on is, Meghan EROUTINE; Grubb, Jason B 
ROUTINE; Hagar H. HajjarROUTINE; Hale, David MROUTINE; Hof, Frederic CROUT/NE; 

Jackson, Mollie JROUTINE; Jacoby, Julia !ROUTINE; Jasmine El-GamalROUTJNE; 

Kimberly Harrington ROUTINE; Knopf, Payton LROUT/NE; Levin, Jan.ROUTINE; 
Levinson. Jesse SROUnNE; McCarthy, Deborah AROUT/NE; n mccaddiROUTINE; • 

NEA-Staff..Assistants-DLROUT/NE; Netos, Eleftherios EROUTINE; NICOStA FRONT OFFICE 

ROUTINE; NICOSIA POLITICALROU11NE; Prem G KumarROUT/NE; Ratney, Michael A 

ROUTINE; Ried, Curtis R (USUN)ROUT/NE; Riggs, Susan JROUTINE; Riley, Robert JROUTINE; 

Rudman, MaraRotrr/NE; Sachar, Alan (NEAflPA)ROUTfNE; Sayles, Ambrose GROUT/NE; 

Scarlate/Ji, Adam WROUTINE; Schedlbauer, Amy WROUT/NE; Schellhammer, Michael W 
ROUTINE; Schlereth, Frank GROUT/NE; Schlicher, Ronald LRDUTINE; Scobey, Margaret 

ROUTINE; SES~OROUTINE; Shampaine, Nicole DROUTINE; Shapiro, Daniel SROUTINE; 

Silverman, Robert JROUTINE; Sindle, James MROUTJNE; Smith, Anita RROUTINE; 

Stewart, Nan EROUflNE; Sutphin, Paul RROf/TINE; lei Aviv POL SectionRounNE; 

Tsou, Leslie MROUTJNE; Urbancic. Frank CROUT/NE; Walles, JacobROUTINE; 
Woods. William HROUTINE 

13526 
PREL, EWWT, PTER, KPAL, LE, GZ, IS 
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Mariam Gaza flolUla sitrep for October 13 

(SBU) Around midday on October 12, Embassy investigators confirmed that both the Mariam and the Julio remain in the 

Lebanese port of Tripoli with no activity taking place on or <!!round them. Tfle Julia is currently In dry dock. 
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Mariam Gaza flotilla sitrep for October 16 

{SBU) Around midday on October 18, Embassy lnvestlgators confirmed that both the Mariam and the Julia remain docked 

in the Lebanese port of Tripoli with no activity taking place on of around them. 
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From: 
Sent: 

svcsmartmfi 
6/2/2010 1 :06:38 AM 

To: SMART Core 

[RELEASED IN FULL! 

Subject: KUWAIT'S MEDIA CONDEMNS "FREEDOM FLOTILLA" INCIDENT 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Pass Line: 
Subject: 

UNCLAS KUWAIT 000388 

10 KUWAIT 388 

Jun 02, 2010 /020501Z JUN 10 

AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
WASHDC. SECSTATEPRJORITY 

12958 

KMDR. KPAO. PREL. KU 

DEPARTMENT FORNEA/ARP (CSULLIVAN). NEA/PPD (DBENZE) 

KUWAIT'S MEDIA CONDEMNS "FREEDOM FLOTILLA"" INCIDENT 

DEPARTMENT FOR NEAIARP (CSULLIVAN). NEA/PPD (DBENZE) 

E.O. 12958: NIA 
TAGS:KMDR,KPAO,PREL,KU 
SUBJECT: KUWAIT'S MEDIA CONDEMNS "FREEDOM FLOTILLA" INCIDENT 

1.{U) Summary: KuWait's major newspapers widely condemned the 
Israeli military's actions regarding the "Freedom Flotilla" manned 
by international peace activists, including 16 Kuwaitis, as it 
attempted to deliver aid to the Gaza Strip. They highlighted both 
domestic and international official and unofficial reactions to 
Israel's actions, emphasizing that the raid "was conducted in 
international waters." Papers widely reported the May 31 summoning 
by the Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs of the envoys representing 
the five pennanent member states of the U.N. Security Council. End 
summary. 

2.(U) Al-Qabas, one of Kuwait's most well-established newspapers 
associated with the country's intelligentsia, headlined its front 
page with the words, "Israel's massacre has angered the world." The 
English-language Al-Watan Daily, as well as Arabic language 
Al-Qabas, Al-Watan and Al-Rai newspapers all carried the word 
"massacre" in their headlines. The papers prominently displayed 
pictures of protests around the world, including in Kuwait. The 
Arab Times (English language daily) published a picture of an 
injured person whom, it reported, was an American peace activist who 
was hit in the eye with a tear gas canister thrown at her by Israeli 
forces while participating in a West Bank protest The Al-Wasat 
daily published gun-wielding Israeli commandos on its front page. A 
cartoon depicting a dove crucified by the Star of David appeared in 
the Al-Jarida newspaper. The front page of the Al-Rouiah newspaper 
was headlined, "Israeli Piracy ... Above International Law." 
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3. (U) Kuwait's Arabic and English language dailies covered both 
official and unofficial Kuwaiti reactions to the incident. However, 
while the country1s Arabic language dailies paid particular 
attention to the reactions of the Kuwaiti government and normal 
citizens, English language dailies The Kuwait Times, Arab Times and 
Al~Watan Daily primarily focused on the international dimension to 
the incident and its global repercussions. 

4, (U) Kuwait's official news agency KUNA, as well as international 
news agencies, seive as the main source of information on the 
Circumstances surrounding the incident and its implications. Most 
coverage in the local Arabic language newspapers has been limited to 
Kuwait's political landscape. All papers extensively covered the 
fate of the 16 Kuwaiti citizens who participa1ed in the flotilla, 
including National Assembly member Dr. Waleed Al-Tabtabaie. 
Al·Jarida dedicated half a page to official statements made by 
members of Kuwait's National Assembly, with MP Juman Al-Harbesh, a 
member of Kuwait's branch of the Muslim brotherhood. saying that the 
"Zionist entity only understands the logic of force." 

5. (U} Papers widely reported the May 31 summoning by State Minister 
for Cabinet Affairs and Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs Roudhan 
Al-Roudhan of the envoys representing the five permanent member 
states of the U.N. Security Council, including Ambassador Jones. 
KUNA reported that the Kuwaiti minister asked the ambassadors to 
exert pressure on Israeli to ensure the safety of the 16 Kuwaitis. 
Ambassador Jones was quoted by KUNA as saying ''the United States has 
expressed its deep regret over this tragic loss of life and has 
called for a full investigation into the circumstances." She added 
that it is important, as all sides assess the tragic incident, that 
''we do not lose sight of the objective; namely, setting up 
Palestinian and tsrae!i states living side by side in peace and 
security.» 

6. (U) All major Kuwaiti newspapers covered a rally that was held in 
Kuwait City's Determination Square, condemning Israel and calling 
for lhe safe return of the Kuwaitis. The event was attended by a 
number of Kuwaiti MPs and prominent figures from all sides of 
Kuwait's political spectrum. Al-Seyassah stated that the ral!y's 
attendees "called for the widest possible solidarity campaign with 
the Kuwaiti nationals and a condemnation of lsraers crimes." 

7. (U) Editorials: The front pages of the Alam Al-Yorn, Al-Rai and 
Al-Qabas newspapers featured columns slamming Israel's attack. 
Titled "The Terrorism of the State between Capitulation and 
Resistance." the column that appeared on the front page of Alam 
Al-Yorn argues that the United States acts as the "strategic 
authority of the terrorism of the Zionist state, funds it, supports 
it logistically, acts as its diplomatic cover and justifies it in 
the media.0 Appearing prominently on the front page of the moderate 
Al-Qabas newspaper, an 'editorial carrying the title: "That is how we 
Punish Israel" concluded with the sentiment, "without a response (to 
Israel's actions) ... that will unite the Arab end Islamic worlds, and 
the Palestinians, Israel will achieve whatever it likes ... and after 
that words will not suffice." Jassim Boodai, editor-in-chief of the 
liberal Al-Rai newspaper, wrote a somber column that appeared on the 
newspaper's front page in which he lamented the perceived sl/ence of 
the Arab governments towards what is happening and wrote "that the 
story is not related to Israel alone as we are in the heart of it 
aJso ... our silence has became our voice." 

Jones 
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From: Gollner-Sweet, Katharina 
Sent: 61312010 9:06:36 AM 

To: SMART Core 
Subject: Kuwait's Media Editorials Critical of "Freedom Flotilla" Incident 
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TAGS: 
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10 KUWAIT 402 
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WASHDC. SECSTATEROUf!NE 
12958 
PREL, KU, KPAO. KMDR 

PASX POLX 

Kuwail's Media Editorials Critical of "Freedom Flotilla" Incident 

1. (U) Summary: All Arabic and English newspapers in Kuwait carried a wide 
range of editorials on the flotilla incident. In general, the editorials 
condemned the Israeli acts and criticized the U.S. reaction towards Israel, 
which in the columnists' views was not critical enough of the Israeli 
action. Harsh words, such as "massacre," "disgrace," and ' 1 inhumane" were 
used to describe the attack. Several newspapers featured front page 

·editorials praising the Kuwaiti participants, who were detained by Israel, 
for their heroism and support of the Pales'tinians. Meanwhile, some 
columnists attempted to analyze the GOK's reaction to the events. End 
summary. 

2. (U) Moderate Arabic daily Al-Qabas published an article by Ms. Amal 
Arabeed, a frequent critic of U.S. foreign policy in the region. In her 
article which carri€d the headline, "Obama's contradicting priorities in his 
new strategy," Ms. Arbeed said, '\We do not see any change in the U.S. 
strategy, but rather a redistribution of roles and allies. The mix that 
President Obama is trying to achieve between flexible policies and the O.S. 
unilateral military dominance in leading the battle is something for the EO 
to examine and especially Great Britain before their Sterling collapses and 
their role in the region deteriorates." 

3. (U) Under the headline "God Bless Him Who Knows His Limits," Liberal 
columnist Abdul Latif Al-Duaij opined in the moderate Arabic daily Al-Qabas: 
"It goes without saying that the government position - on the flotilla 
incident - resulted from an attempt to appease and to gain the support of 
Islarnist MPs and the nationalists at the National Assembly, more than it was 
a real humanitarian stance that is sympathetic with the Palestinians, or out 
of concern for the fate of Kuwaiti citizens who voluntarily participated in 
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the Freedom E'lotilla. 11 

4. {U) Abdul Mohsen Jamal, a regular columnist in the moderate Arabic daily 
Al-Qabas, praised the acts of those who supported the Palestinians in Gaza 
and called upon the Arab countries and the international community to take 
actions against Israel. In his editorial that was headlined, \'The E'reedom 
Convoy," Mr. Jamal concluded, "If the leaderships in the United States and 
Europe were really honest about their willingness to fight terrorism, then 
they need to be honest with themselves and to their principles and make 
Israel accountable for its actions. The credibility of these leaderships 
has become questionable. That is why the Arab countries and the Muslim world 
must be vigilant to any Zionist backstabbing at any time.u 

5. {UJ Mr. Mohammed Musaed Al-Saleh criticized the tone and choice of words 
in the UN Security Council statement on the flotilla incident. He also 
expressed his disappointment with the Arab countries reaction to the 
tragedy, and he downplayed the importance of the Arab League statement, 
which had not been issued by the time he finished his article. In the 
editorial that appeared on the back page of the moderate Arabic daily Al­
Qabas, Mr. Al-Saleh said~ "Unfortunately Israel will remain the one with the 
upper hand in convincing the world of its point of view, and our people have 
nothing more than protests to express their feelings about the Israeli 
rna=isacre." 

6. (U) Liberal Arabic daily Al-Rai published an Op-Ed on its back page by 
Mr. Walid Al-Rujaib, who criticized the U.S. support of Israel. The article 
that was headline, "The Chronic Disgrace," Mr. Al-Rujaib concluded, "Our 
disgrace will remain chronic as long as the United States controls the fate 
of world and exercises a unipolar policy and insists on protecting the 
Israeli nuclear armament program. Israel on the other hand will keep on 
laughing at us, and it will fall on its back laughing when it hears the Arab 
condemnation statement." 

7. (U) Conservative Arabic daily Al-Watan published an article by Nabil Al­
Fadhil, an Islamist regular columnist, where he said: "We think we know the 
reason behind Israel's aggression on the ships. Israel was hoping that the 
people of the Arab world would put pressure on their government to withdraw 
their commitment from the Arab Peace Initiative that was spearheaded by King 
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia. And that has almost been achieved; we saw 
yesterday at the Kuwaiti National Assembly how the majority of MPs voted in 
favor of pulling Kuwait out of its commitment to the Arab peace initiative." 

Signature: 

Drafted Sy: 
Cleared By: 
Approved By: 
Released By: 
Info: 

Dissemination Rule: 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
Page 2 of 3 

WILLIAMS 

KUWAIT:Gollner~Sweet. Katharina 

NEASA:Willlams, Thomas t: 
POL:O'Donohue, Peter A 

KUWAIT:Gollner-Sweet, Katharina 

Sullivan, Cassie CRounNE; Benze, David KROUT/NE 

Archive Copy 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750614 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept03644

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750617 Date: 12/17/2012 
I 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
Page 1of2 

[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

From: 
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Subject: Lebanese flotilla update: August 16, 2010 
Attachments: Metadata.dat 
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Lebanese flotllla update: August 16, 2010 

On 08/16/2010, our investigators reported that the Mariam (aka the Jounieh Star) had changed its dock tie down to a 
different part of the Tripoli Port. We were unable to determine the reason for the new position. The Julia remains Ira its 
same position within the port. Both vessels displayed no signs of activity. 

Today around noon, the head of the Mariam Flotilla Committee, Ms. Sa mar El-Hajj, gave a telephone Interview to an NBN 

reporter during a televised newscast. Following are the key points from the interview: 

• All paperwork for the trip Is done, and it is a question of days for the ship to be ready to sail. The ship was 
supposed to sail a long time ago but the organizers received a lot of pressure. In the coming days, they will call a 

press conference onboard the Mariam, at which thev wilt declare the timing of the trlp. The departure time will be 
announced, and it will certalnly be during the month of Ramadan. 

The number of applications to participate exceeded 500 from different countries (U.S., France, Europe, etc.). 
Wh!le this many volunteers cannot participate in the Mariam's voyage, there will be a Mariam 2 and a Mariam 3. 

• The total number of travell\rrg passengers will be between 50 and 70, the majority of them Lebanese women. She· 
insisted on having more Lebanese women than foreigners and gave them priority to travel. 

• The participants are aware of the danger that they will face, but they are determined evera if the lsrael!s are going 
to use violence. The Mariam will definitely go to Palestine. let Cyprus bear Its responsibillty and not decide in 
advance in this concern. The organizers appeal the United Nations to interfere and bear its responsibilities. UNSYG 
Ban Ki Moon has to bear his responsibilities, as well, and he shouldn't say that ships mus~ not go to Israel and let 
them face the consequences. 

Jeremy Cornforth 
Acting Deputy Chief of Mission 
U.S. Embassy Beirut 
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Al 1Q_MR8J.IOZ 
Lebanese floti/ta update: August 17, 2010 

On OB/17 /20101 1100 hours, our investigators found the ve.ssefs Julia and Mariam (aka Jounieh Star) anchored in the same 
position in the Tripoli port. There were no signs of actlvlty observed on or around either vessel. 

I am attaching mare recent photographs for your information. 

] 
.. f 
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From: svcsmartmfi 

[RELEASED IN FULL) 

Sent: 5/31/2010 4:17:42 PM 

To: SMART Core 
Subject: G/'Z.A FLOTILLA REACTION: WEST BANK/GAZA/JERUSALEM MAY 31 CLOSE-OUT 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 

Sensitivity: 

Reference: 
Pass Line: 
Subject: 

10 JERUSALEM 922 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 
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Sensitive 
JERUSALEM 921 (NOTAL) 

DEPT FOR S/ES-0, NEA/IPA 

G/'Z.A FLOTILLA REACTION: WEST BANK/GAZA/JERUSALEM MAY 31 CLOSE-OUT 

UNCLAS JERUSALEM 000922 

SENSITIVE 
SIPDIS 

DEPT FOR S/ES-0, NEAllPA 

E.O. 12958: NIA 
TAGS: PGOV, CASC, KPAL, KWBG, IS, TU 
SUBJECT: GAZA FLOTILLA REACTION: WEST BANK/GAZA/JERUSALEM MAY31 
CLOSE-OUT 

REF: JERUSALEM 921 (NOTAL) 

Summary 

1. (SBU) Protest o,ctivities rumbled on in the Gaza Strip in the 
aftermath of Israel's interdiction of the "Free Gaz.a" flotil\a, but 
none took·place on a large scale. Gaza-based contacts described an 
atmosphere of uncertainty, apathy, and depression. One suggested 
that many Gazans resented what they saw as international gestures in 
support of Ham as, and that they saw the flotilla In that light. The 
Gaz.an delegation to the Palestine Investment Conference (PIC) in 
Bethlehem has, despite reservations given the current situation, 
decided to try to attend. A senior Palestinian official described 
President Abbas's determination not to let Hamas and the Muslim 
Brotherhood capitalize on the current situation. Post has 
identified and located the Amcit described in reftel as having been 
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injured while participating in :a. demonstration in the West Bank .• 
End summary. 

Gaza Reactions 

2. (SBU) A locally-employed staff member based in the Gaza Strip 
described calls for protests being made through all available forms 
of media in Gaza during the day on May 31. This included 
(Hamas~controlled) radio and television stations as well as the 
loudspeaker systems of mosques. While some demonstrations were held 
by Hamas, there were no large rallies. A large demonstration is 
expected to be called tomorrow (June 1). 

3. (SBU) Hamas earlier in the day on May 31 called for a three-day 
strike in the Palestinian Territories, but has not so far enforced 
it, even in Gaza. Soma stores dosed, but others remained open, 
according to Gaza-based contacts reached by phone. Contacts 
described merchants as waiting to see what direction prices of goods 
will take. 

4. (SBU) Gaza-based contacts described the atmosphere in Gaza as 
very tense. One compared it to that at the beginning of Israeli 
combat operations against Hamas in December 2008. Another commented 
that there is no longer unity during moments of crisis. ln the 
past, this contact said, Palestinians would come together to protest 
Israeli actions. Now, he said, many in Gaza are staying home, 
watching events develop on television, and wondering what will 
happen next. 

5, {SBU) A few Gaza-based contacts suggested that the apparent lack 
of enthusiasm for protests renected scant hope for the future in 
Gaza, especially regarding an international response to the current 
situation. Some conveyed a sense of letdown after Hamas had built 
up anticipation for the flotilla's arrival, with lanterns set up to 
welcome it to the port of Gaza. 

6. (SBU) One Gaza-based contact, speaking to Post prior to the 
flotilla's interdiction, noted that while Gazans widely welcomed any 
attempts to lift the Israeli "siege" on Gaza, they saw initiatives 
like the "Free Gaza" flotilla as intended to support only Hamas and 
its beneficiaries. Many Gazans blamed Hamas for the ongoing 
immiseration of Gaza and the continued division of the Palestinian 
Territories, he said, and consequently resented international 
gestures of support for Hamas, like (as many saw it) the flotma. 

Gazans Will Still Try to Attend PIC 

7. (SBU) One Gaza-based leading businessman reported that the Gaza 
delegation lo the June 1-4 PIC was reconsidering its attendance. 
The contact described uncertainty as to whether the Erez crossing 
between Israel and the Gaza Strip would be open, what actions Hamas 
would take, and what the perception would be of Gazan business 
leaders running off to an international investment conference the 
day after the notilla incident. 

B. (SBU) This Gaza-based business contact notified Post on the 
evening of May 31 that the 25-member committee formed to coordinate 
Gazan participation in the PIC finally agfeed to participate in the 
PIC as originally planned. 

Further Official Palestinian Reactions 
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9. (SBU) A senior Palestine liberation Organization (PLO) official 
told Post that President Abbas told a joint May 31 meeting of the 
PLO's Executive Committee and the Fatah Central Committee that the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) was reaching out to others ..... including 
the USG, UN, and European Union - for support. It was also doing 

the utmost to contain the situation so that the Palestinians could 
"stay the course." Abbas had noted strict instructions to PA 
security forces not to condone any violence by Palestinians or allow 
frictions with Israeli security forces in the West Bank, according 
to the senior PLO official. 

10. (SBU) The senior PLO official said that President Abbas told 
mee1ing attendees 1he PA should work to ensure 1hat the strike 
announced by Hamas for tomorrow (June 1) was not honored in the West 
Bank. In general, the senior PLO official said, Abbas and the PA 
were doing everything possible to deny Hamas and the Muslim 
Brotherhood the opportunity to capitalize on the situation. That 
said, the PA could not block initiatives being pushed by others 
regarding the flot\l\a incident at the UN Security Council or the 
Arab League, the senior PLO official said. He added that Abbas had 
received a telephone call from Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan and 
President Gui, and had told them that he would see them In Istanbul 
as scheduled on his way to Washington next week. 

11. {U) At a signing ceremony for the Northern Gaza Emergency 
Sewage Treatment project on the afternoon of May 31, Prime Minister 
Fayyad spoke briefly of the fJotilla incident. Referring to it as a 
"tragedy," Fayyad said that even during "sad days, we must move 
forWard." · 

American Citizens 

12. (SBU} Post has identified and located the Amcit described in 
reftel as having been injured while participating in a demonstration 
in the West Bank. The Amcit was one of approximately 70 
demon$b'ators at the Qalandiya checkpoint protesting the 
interdiction of the flotilla on May 31. She was reportedly hit by a 
tear gas canister fired by Israel Defense Forces personnel, and 
subsequently taken to a hospital in Jerusalem. Conoffs will attempt 
to visit her on June 1. 

Comment 

13. (SBU) Concerns that the interdiction of the flotilla might 
spark broad-based violent protests in East Jerusalem appear to have 
subsided somewhat, with Israeli news media reports during the 
evening of May 31 regarding the situation of Ra'ed Sa/ah, head of 
the Islamic Movement in Israel-Northern Branch. According to the 
latest reports. Salah, a flotilla passenger, was not in fact 
seriously injured during the Israeli naval operation. as earlier 
reports alleged. 

RUBINSTEIN 

Signature: 

Info: -

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
Page 3 of 4 

RUBINSTEIN 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750619 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept03651

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750621 Date: 12/17/2012 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
Page 1of3 

From: svcsmartmfi 

Sent: 612412010 10:23:30 PM 

To: SMART Core 

Subject MGGZ01: Malaysia: Parliamentary Motion on Gaza Flotilla 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 
Sensitivity: 
Pass Line: 
Correction Reason: 
Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 

[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

10 KUALA LUMPUR 437 

Jun 25, 2010 I 072354Z JUN 10 

AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 

WASHDC, SECSTATEROUnNe 

12958 

AEMR. ASEC, CASC, KFLO, MARR, PREL, PINR, AMGT, IS, GZ, MY 

SENSITIVE 

Sensitive 

C 0 R R EC T E DC 0 PY (EDITED TEXT IN ALL PARAGRAPHS) 

EDITED TEXT IN ALL PARAGRAPHS 

MGGZ01: Malaysia: Parliamentary Motion on Gaza Flotilla 

UNCLAS KUALA LUMPUR 000437 

SENSITIVE 

C 0 R R EC T E D C 0 PY (EDITED TEXT IN ALL PARAGRAPHS) 

E.O. 12958: NIA 
TAGS: AEMR, ASEC, CASC, KFLO, MARR. PREL, PINR, AMGT, IS, GZ, MY 
SUBJECT: MGGZ01: Malaysia: Parfiamentary Motion on Gaza Flotilla 

1. (SBU) Summary and Comment: The Malaysian Par1iament on June 7 
passed a motion sponsored by Prime Minister Najib Razak's office 
condemning lsraers action against the Mavi Marmara and calling for 
Israel to be referred to the UN General Assembly and International 
Crimfnal Court (ICC}. PM Najib said Malaysia's condemnation of 
Israel's "state~sponsorad terrorism0 would not end with the motion. 
Meanwhile, Malaysians, including a Member of Partiament, who had been 
aboard the Mavi Marmara and the Rachel Corrie, returned to Kuala 
Lumpur to a heros' welcome on June 5-S. PM Najib said their 
efforts had been "written into history" and called Israel's May 
31 boarding of the Mavi Marmara a "blatant act of aggression and 
terrorism." A Ma.faysian doctor who was aboard the Mavi Marmara when 
Israeli forces boarded it told the media he had treated two Israeli 
soldiers with gunshot wounds, while another activist claimed, 
sensationally and without showing evidence, that activists had 
found a "hit list" with the names of activists who were to be 
killed on the Mavi Marmara. End Summary. 

2. (SBU) Comment: Even in the absence of a Gaza flotilla incident, 
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the Israel-Palestine issue resonates with the Malaysian public on a 
daily basis like no other foreign policy issue, and it is inevitably 
portrayed as an example of Muslims being oppressed. The May 31 deaths 
of activists aboard the Mavi Marmara are seen as further proof of 
Israel's evil intentions. The emotional reaction toward Israel affects 
public sentiment toward the U.S., which Malaysians view as enabling 
Israel. However, PM Najib did not criticize the U.S. in otherwise 
strident statements, an approach that the political opposition found 
fault with. End Comment " 

Special motion tabled in Parliament on GAZA 

3. (U) PM Najib Razak tabled a 15-point motion at the Parliament on 
June 7, condemning Israeli's attack on the vessel Mavi Marmara on May 
31. The motion, seconded by Deputy Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin, 
called on the world to bring a resolution to the UN General Assembly 
and refer Israel's atrocities to the International Criminal Court 
(ICC). I said the "Zionist regime's attack" was a violation of 
international human rights law, international humanitarian law and the 
Charter of the United Nations. The motion also proposed Turkey to 
consider taking action under the Rome Statute of the ICC. The motion 
strongly condemne Benjamin Netanyahu for allowing the Israel's 
military forces to act beyond the bounds of humanitarian norms against 
the people involved in the aid mission. The motion states that 
Malaysia was dismayed with the inability of the international 
community, especially the United Nations Security Council, to strongly 
protest Israel's violent acts. 

Reactions 

4. (SBU) The opposition party Pakatan Rakyat (PR) unanimously 
supported PM Najib's special motion and urged the PM to condemn the 
United States. The PR leaders argued that the Zionist would not be 
allowed to attack the flotilla without the consent of the United 
States. 

5. (SBU) At a homecoming reception held at PM Najib's residence for 
the twelve Malaysians who returned on June 6, PM Najib described the 

attack as a "blatant act of aggression and terrorism" and added that 
the Israeli regime should offer an apology and compensation payments to 
the families of the nine who were killed during the attack. Najib 
lauded the activists. saying that their efforts had been ''written 
into the country's historical annals" and that what they went through 
opened "the eyes of the world to the cruelty of the Zionist regime 
towards Palestinians," He added that most Malaysians had only seen the 
"atrocities of Israel on television, but now at least 12 Malaysians can 
say they have viewed Israel's cruelty firsthand." Najib said Malaysia 
would raise USO 5,000 for the families of each of the activists killed 
aboard the Mavi Marmara. 

6. (SBU) Explicit criticism of the USG came from Deputy Minister of 
International Trade and Industry Mukhriz Mehathir, former PM Mahathir's 
son and Perdana Global Peace Organization (which helped fund the 
flotilla) advisor, who said the mission organizers will not be deceived 
by Vice President Biden's promise that Israel will hand over the ald to 
Gaza, and added that U.S. policy toward Israel was a failure. 

7. (SBU) "Utusan," the leading Malay~language newspaper owned by the 
government-leading United Malays National Organization (UMNO), argued 
in a June 7 editorial that the ship boardings clearly showed to the 
world the true picture of "Jewish Israel being stubborn, arrogant and 
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lacking humanity," noting condemnation by numerous countries including 
the U.S. and suggested that future volunteers and NGOs receive "self 
defense and weapons training." 

8. (SBU) On June 5, a statement from Foreign Minister Anifah Aman 
demanded safe passage and rapid repatriation of the Malaysian citizens 
aboard the Rachel Corrie. The weekend relum to Malaysia of the group, 
and the non-violent nature of the boarding, helped cool rhetoric. For 
example, Deputy Prlme Minister Muhyiddin Yassin was quoted on June 6 
saying that he had word that the Malaysians aboard the vessel were 
being safely transported home through Jordan; he avoided further 
negative comments about Israel. 

9. {SBU) Earlier, on June 4, 1,500-2,000 peaceful demonstrators 
chanted srogans such as "destroy Israel" in front of the U.S. Embassy 
after Friday prayers. Opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim and the heads of 
the other opposition parties led one of the demonstrations. In a brief 
meeting inside the Embassy, Anwar told the CDA that Israel's 
unacceptable intransigence occurs only because of USG tolerance, and 
conveyed a letter to President Obama (shared with Monitoring Gro,up). 
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1. (SBU) Indonesian FM Natalegawa published an op-ed 
regarding the Gaza Flotilla in the June 7 issue of the 
English-taoguage Jakarta Post, his most exteosi'i'e 
public statement on the matter to date. (Note: The 
piece was adapted from an address that Natalegawa gave 
to the OIC Executive Committee meeting !n Jeddah on 
June 6.) Natalegawa's op-ed restated the broad 
principles of Indonesian policy toward Israeli-
Palestinian issues, He condemned the Israeli military 
action, urged a full investigation into the incident. 
and called on Israel to lift the blockade of Gaza. He 
a.!so endorsed the two-state solut\on and proximity 
talks between Israel and the Pafestinians. The full 
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text of FM Natalegawa's op-ed follows. 

2. (U) BEGIN TEXT: 

Insight: The world needs to proceed beyond 
condemnation of Israel 
Marty M. Natalegawa 
The Jakarta Post 
Monday. 06/07/2010 

All of us, participating in the present meeting are 
driven by the same motivation: To respond urgently to 
the Israeli attack on the humanitarian vessel, the 
Ma\li Marmara. 

All of us, without exception share a deep sense of 
grief for the loss of life and injuries caused by the 
Israeli attacks. 

The raid by Israeli forces resulting in the killing 
and injuring of scores of innocent civilians 
represents a gross violation of international Jaw. 

It represents, once again, Israel's utter disregard 
for international humanitarian principles. 

And, unfortunately, it is consistent with Israel's 
practice of creating new obstacles whenever there is 
fresh prospect for the peace process, including the 
recently announced "proximity .talks". 

As such, Israel fully deserves the universal 
condemnations for its latest heinous and cowardly act. 

Enough is enough. 

Indonesia, my own country, has been swift and crystal 
clear in expressing its condemnation. 

At the global level, the Security Council of the 
United Nations has spoken. 

Similarly, the United Nations Human Rights Council has 
added its voice. 

At the regional level, scores of organizations have 
expressed their view. Thus, ASEAN and GCC (Gulf 
Cooperation Council) foreign ministers meeting in 
Singapore last week also joined the chorus of 
condemnations. 

Foreign ministers of the OlC (Organization of the 
Islamic Conference) member countries will no doubt 
today add to the list of global outrage. 

Yet Indonesia deems it important that we proceed 
beyond condemnation. 

Expression of condemnation does not. of itself. make 
for a policy. 

In this connection, Indonesia considers it important 
that we redouble our efforts on a number of points. 
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First. ensure \hat Israel immediately release all 
detained persons and facilitate their safe return to 
their homelands. 

Second, ensure that Israel be held fully accountable 
for its actions. A prompt, impartial, c:redible and 
transparent investigation into the attack is an 
absolute necessity. 

Third, ensure that we speak with one voice in 
demanding that Israel, immediately and without delay, 
lift its illegal blockade of the Gaza strip, Occupied 
Palestine, which has c;aused a deep humanitarian crisis. 

Fourth, ensure that lsrael immediately cease all acts 
in violation of international law and relevant 
resolutions of the UN Security Council, including the 
building of Hlegal settlements iii Occupied Palestine. 

And fifth, ensure progress in the peace process 
leading to the realization of the two-stale solution 
with an independent and viable Palestinian State 
living side by side in peace and security with Israel 
and its neighbors. More specifically, support for the 
Palestinian position on the proximity talks, as well 
as efforts for the creation of conditions conducive 
for these talks. 

In seeking to promote those objectives, Indonesia 
deems it important that member states of the OIC not · 
onry consolidate a common position, but also that we 
build bridges to countries, and indeed, civil 
societies the world over, beyond our organi:zation: 
those who have been equally outraged by this latest 
Israeli il~egal acl 

In other words, to galvanize the international 
community in the widest sense, driven no doubt by 
countries such as those belonging in the OIC, the 
League of Arab States and the Non-Aligned Movement, 
against the Israeli action and demanding its 
accountability. 

Remaining one in speaking in favor of the peace 
process. 

And remaining one in supporting the Pafestinian ca.use. 

Indonesia wishes to thank a!I those, including 
Palestine, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and Turkey, 
as well as the ICRC for their humanitarian assistance 
in ensuring the safety and welfare of the 12 
Indonesian humanitarian personnel aboard the vessel. 
Two of our nationals have sustained serious injuries. 

Indonesia shall remain steadfast in its support for 
the Palestinian cause. 

END TEXT. 

HUME 
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SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTION: ISRAELI FLOTILLA ATTACK; ECONOMIC CRISIS 

TOPICS: 
1. Israeli flotilla attack 
2. Economic Crisis 

HEADLINES AND EXCERPTS: 

1. Israeli flotilla attack 

"Attack on International aid flotilla isolates Israel" 

The pro-PRC Chinese-language Macau Daily News remarked in an 
editorial (614): " ... Since Hamas took control of the Ga::a Strip in 
2007, Palestine-Israel relations have continued to deteriorate and 
Israel's iron_fist has gotten tougher. Israel blocked off the Gaza 
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Strip's 1.5 million residents and attempted to bully Hamas into 
submission by using 'collective punishment' The three~year 
blockade has caused a severe humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip. 
life for the Palestinians is miserable. More than 70 percent of the 
people are living below the poverty threshold. Palestine Authorily 
President Abbas described the Gaza Strip as a huge 'prison.' 
Although there have been international calls to lift the blockade of 
the Gaza Strip, Israel is still hardhearted and does not plan to 
change. Prime Minister Netanyahu said, 'Blocking the Gaza Strip can 
protect Israel from missile attacks.' Thus, this policy will not be 
changed. Israel's stubbornness has triggered the international 
communily's sympathy for Palestinian people and discontent with 
Israel. The recent anti-Israel protests in the Middle East, Europe, 
and the U.S. are the proof. If Israel continues to ignore the 
misery of people living in the Gaza Strip and turns a deaf ear to 
the demands of the international communily, it will be 'isolated.' 
This is not good for Israel." 

2. Economic Crisis 
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FLOTILLA ATTACK; G20; GULF OIL SPILL 

TOPICS: 
1. Japan's new Prime Minister 
2. Israeli flotilla attack 
3. G20 
4. Gulf oil spill 

HEADLINES AND EXCERPTS: 

1. Japan's new Prime Minister 
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2. Israeli flotilla attack 

"Israeli military's killing hurts friendship, Turkey turns to 
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support Hamas" 

The mass-citculation Chinese-language Oriental Daily News wrote in 

the World View' column (6!7): "The Israeli military suddenly 
attacked the international aid flotilla heading toward the Gaza 
Strip. The people killed included Turkish people. The attack has 
further undermined Turl<:ey-lsrael relations. Turkish PM Erdogan said 
publicly last Friday that he did not view Hamas, which rules the 
Gaza Strip, as a terrorist organization. They are just defending 
their land. Israel's Ambassador to the U.S. Oren immediately 
accused Erdogan of aiding and abetting the evil-doers. Erdogan's 
move to remove the label of terrorist organization from Hamas has 
made Turkey-Israel relations even gloomier ...• Washington, which 
views Hamas as a terrorist organization, is trapped in the middle, 
for the U.S. has always excluded Hamas from the Middle East peace 
proCess. No matter who is right and who is wrong in Israel's raid 
against the aid flotilla, Turkey's move toward Hamas has attracted 
Washington's attention. And it is also a matter of wide concern 
whether the U.S. will side with Turkey ?r Israel." 

"Dateline Israel" 

The English-language China Daily Hong Kong Edition remarked in an 
editorial (6/5): "Israel's attack on a Gaza-bound aid convoy is 
evolving into a political storm. But the international community 
should continue exerting pressure on Israel to change its hard-line 
stance and release the ships and aid workers it has detained. World 
leaders are justified in lashing out at Israel because its Monday 
raid was targeted at a humanitarian fleet of ships in international 
waters, in which nine people were killed. There is no excuse for 
such blatant defiance of international rules and attack. on 
humanitarian aid .... Israel's ruthless move has cast a shadow on 
efforts to restart the Middle East peace talks. The international 
community, led by the U.S., the European Union, Russia and the UN, 
had stepped up diplomatic efforts over the past few months to break. 
the impasse in peace talks. With anti-Israel sentiments flying high 
in the Arab world, the positive momentum these efforts had built 
faces an uncertain future "now." 

3. G20 
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Finland: Reaction lo Gaza Flolil\a 

L11Q 

1. SUMMARY. Flnn!s.h government officials acted swiftly to express. concern and criticism about the violent incident 
involving the 6aza flotilla. Perhaps getting ahead of themselves, officials described the use of force by Israel as 
"disproportionate" at the same time they called for an independent inquiry of the incident. The Foreign Ministry 
called in the lsraefi Ambassador to condemn the violent interception of the aid convoy in international waters. Media 
outlets were similarly swift In condemning the intervention. On luesday approximately 900 demonstrators - a large 
number for Finland - marched to the Israeli Embassy in a peaceful protest. The government reported that no Finns 
took part In the convoy. END SUMMARY. 

Ministers express shock, concern and criticism 

2. Foreign Minister Stubb was the first Finnish Government (Gof) official to publicly address the Gaza flotilla incident. 
On June 1 he expressed his shock and calted for an explanation of the incident and the circumstances surrounding it. 
The media also picked up Stubb's comments in his June 1 blog. In it he confirmed that no Finns were on board the aid 
ships. He reiterated his disappointment and concern at the lack of a "proper explanation" for the attack. He called the 
intervention in International waters unacceptable and wrote, "t cannot accept such a disproportionate use of 
force." Stubb wrote that the matter must been Investigated thoroughly by an impartial body. Stressing that "the 
most important thing of all is to establish sustainable peace" in the region, he wrote that it is essential that lsraeli­
Palestlnian peace negotiations continue; all parties involved as well as the international community must keep cool 
and do their utmost to keep negotiations on track. He also pointed to "flickers of hope": Palestinian PM Fayyad has 
agreed to continue negotiations with Israel mediated by the USA, and Egypt is prepared to ease the boycott of Gaza. 

3. On June 2 Prime Minister Vanhanen publidy expressed his "incredulity" over the incident, and asserted that "Israel all 
too often used disproportionate military force." That same day Trade and Development MinisterVayrynen proposed 
that former President Ahtisaarl be sent to the region by the EU to act as a peace mediator. 

Foreign Ministry Remonstrates Israeli Ambassador 
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4. On June 1 the Foreign Ministry summoned Israel's Ambassador Avi Granat to offer his government's account on the 
Incident. According to the MFA's release, State Secretary Pertti Torstila "made clear that Finland condemns the vlolent 
interception of an aid supply convoy to Gaza in international waters and disapproves of using excess force against 
civilians. The incident must be analyzed reliably and to the full by a neutral party. [Torstila] also made a strong appeal 
to end the siege of Gaza." 

5. later on June 1 the Israeli DCM confirmed to Pol~Econ Chief that his Ambassador had a serious, substantive and 
extended exchange of views along the lines of the MF A's release. He said that Torstila delivered a firm message and 
gave his full attention to the Ambassador's reply, which included an explanation of the Israeli forces' conduct,during 
the raid as well as the legality of the action Jn international waters. Torstlla took those points on board and tempered 
his additlonal comments, though the thrust of his message remained consistent throughout the meeting. 

Media harshly critical of Israel •. 

6. Media coverage of the event has been almost uniformly critical. Opinion pieces described the incident as 
"barbarous," "criminal," and an "orgy of blood," and referred to Israel as a "pirate state." Helsingin Sanomat, the 
main daily, offered some of the more measured coverage, noting in a piece on Thursday that both sides were releasing 
videos to demonstrate that the other used force; it concluded that the "bloody events" should not be used to 
strengthen "extremist viewsH and must be thoroughly investigated. 

Several hundred demonstrate 

7. An estimated 900 people took part in a demonstration the evening of June l in Helsinki. According to press reports, 
the demonstrators, waving Palestinian and Turkish flags,. ended their march at the Israeli embassy. 1Approximately 250 
remained outside the embassy for an hour to voice their dfspleasure. According to police, the protest march was 
surprisingly peaceful. At one point during the demonstration, tomato sauce was thrown at the nameplate on the 
embassy building. Police took one man into custody. 
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Finnish Reaction lo Gaza Flotilla Incident Cuts Both Ways 

Tl I I 

I. (SBU) SUMMARY: In response to ref A request, Post is not aware of any public statements by prominent 
leaders or in the media following the Gaza flotilla incident that would cross the line from being merely critical of 
Israel to anti-Semitic. Since our last reporting on Finnish reaction to the incident (refB), there has been a pro­
Israel demonstration (reportedly twice the size of the previously reported anti-Israel demonstration) and a visit by 
Israeli FM Liebennan. In a less positive vein1 public broadcaster YLE decided to rebroadcast a radio program in 
which its commentator lamented that criticism of Israel is too often reflexively labeled antiaSemitic, a response 
which she alleged is inculcated into Israeli Jews from the time they are schoolchildren. The Israeli Embassy 
raised its concerns to YLE a.bout their decision to rebroadcast the program shortly after the flotiJla incident. END 
SUMMARY. 

PRO-ISRAEL DEMO TWICE TIIE SIZE OF ANTI-ISRAEL DEMO 
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Photo of June 10 Pro-Israel demonstration in Helsinki from \vww.cbn.com. 
The message on the sign reads in Finnish "Media, are you afraid of the truth?" 

2. (U) Following and apparently in response to the June 1 demonstration against Israel's action against the Gaza 
flotilla, in which about 900 people participated (refB), around 2000 people took part in a pro-Israel demonstration 
on June 10. According to media reports, most of the demonstrators were reportedly members of Christian groups 
or churches, though the event was reportedly coordinated with Finland's small Jewish community of some 1,500 
residents. · 

LIEBERMAN VISIT POSITIVE, THOUGH MEDIA FOCUS ON CONTROVERSY 

3. (SBU) Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman visited Helsinki on July 7 for meetings with President 
Halonen, FM Stubb, and Development and Trade Minister Vttyrynen. The Israeli DCM provided a generally 
positive assessment to P-E Chief, noting that he was pleased that Lieberman was able to see the President (a 
meeting he described as ''comfortable" in its atmosphere) as well as his GOF counterparts. While Israel and 
Finland didn't see eye to eye on all issues, both Stubb and Liebennan emphasized their strong bilateral relations 
in their meeting, which lasted twice as long as had been scheduled. The foreign Ministers held a thirty-minute 
press conference following the meeting. The lsraeli DCM lamented that the only portion of the press conference 
that aired on the Finnish news was a question from a documentary filmmaker about Israel's responsibility for the 
death of a Finnish UNIFIL peacekeeper in Lebanon in 2006. The question drew a vehement response from 
Lieberman, who accused the questioner of hypocrisy, and an attempted follow-up question was deftly squelched 
by FM Stubb. 

RADIO PROGRAM ALLEGES POLITICAL USE OF ANTI-SEMITISM 

4. (SBU) Post's survey of Finnish media and public commentary since the Gaza flotilla incident revealed 
significant nrnnbers of articles and statements both criticizing and supporting Israel, with others calling for a 
neutral assessment before any blame could be apportioned. None of the comments appeared to veer towards anti­
Semitism. 

5. (SBU) YLE, the national public broadcaster, did take the opportunity to rebroadcast a radio program by 
journalist Kirsi Virtanen in which she directly addressed the issue of anti-Semitism. In the broadcast Virtanen 
indicates that she does not see any anti-Semitism in Finland whatsoever but then goes on to question why those 
who criticize Israel are so often labeled as anti-Semitic. She offers her opinion that Israelis are brought up with a 
siege mentality in which they arc taught that the outside world hates them and thus criticism from outside is 
automatically anti-Semitism. Many listeners posted comments on the program's webpage both supporting 
Virtanen~s view ('"at last someone is telling the truth,') etc.) and attacking it for being ignorant of the situation 
Israel faces. The Israeli DCM related to P-E Chief that his embassy expressed their concerns to YLE after the 
original broadcast. When the embassy again raised the matter with YLE after the re-broadcast, it attributed the re­
broadcast to a '~technical error." (NOTE: For a limited time, the program can be heard online (ia Finnish) at 
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FW: Updated Flotilla Demarche Tracker 
04 15 11 Demarche Responses.xlsx 
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FYI. 

Paul R. Sutphin 
Director 

Working 

Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs 
Bureau Near Eastern Affairs 
(202) 647-3672 Rm. 6251 HST 
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Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 5:06 PM 
To: Sutphin, Paul R 
Cc: Buzbee, John R; Slndle, James M 
Subject: Updated Flotilla Demarche .Tracker 

Paul and John, 

Please see the attached Flotilla demarche response tracker. 

Best, 

Benjamin Macwilliams 
NEA/IPA 
202-647-9582 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED//NOFORN when separated from SECRET//NOFORN attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: SECRET//NOFORN 
Derived From: DSCG 05-1 (b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2036/04/29 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior 
Reviewer 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750642 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept03670

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2U1U-U41tiJ Uoc No. Gltll:JUb:JJ uate: ·1Ln 11Lu·1L 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

Categories: 

' 

Info Office: 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

From: 

Action: 

E.O.: 

TAGS: 

Captions: 

Pass Line: 

• 

Subject: 

(RELEASED IN FULLj 

SMART Core [svcSMARTHBTSRctSPrec@state.sgov.gov] 
Wednesday, July 20, 2011 9:19 AM 
Doutrich, Jack T; Buzbee, John R; Tsou, Leslie M; Frelich, Karlene H; Sutphin, Paul R; 
Jacoby, Julia I; Sachar, Alon; Levinson, Jesse S; Riley, Le'Shawnda V; Reed, Julia G; 
Rudman, Mara; Hof, Frederic C; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Irwin, Matthew T; Jakobson, 
Nicholas W; Pickett, Margarita; Rubinstein, Arriel J; Jimenez, Elizabeth 
JERUSALEM MEDIA REACTION (07/20): French-flagged Gaza Flotilla Ship Intercepted; 
President Abbas in Spain 
StateSeal.gil NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS 

REDACTED 
Archival 

UNCLASSIFIED 

POLITICAL, PRINCIPALS, ECONOMIC, POL_MIL, SE_MEP, SE_MEP_DAM_BEI, 
SE_MEP_ECON_DEV,CONSULAR 

11 JERUSALEM 1870 

Jul 20, 2011 / 200942Z JUL 11 

AMCONSULJERUSALEM 

WASHDC, SECSTATE ROUTINE; WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE; WHITE 
HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE; SECDEF 
WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE; CIA WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE; DA WASHINGTON DC 
ROUTINE; DIA WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE; CSAF WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE; CMG 
WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE; CNO WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE 

13526 

PREL, KMDR, KPAL, KWBG, KPAO, IS 
SIPDIS 

STATE PASS BBG 
STATE FORNEA, NENIPA, NENPPD 
WHITE HOUSE FOR PRESS OFFICE, SIT ROOM 
NSC 
CMC WASHINGTON DC FOR POLAD 
LONDON FOR HKANONA AND POL - MILLER 
PARIS ALSO FOR POL 
ROME FORMFO 

JERUSALEM MEDIA REACTION (07/20): French-flagged Gaza Flotilla Ship Intercepted; 
President Abbas in Spain 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior ReviewerJ 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750653 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept03671

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C15750653 lJate: 12/1 f/2012 

Summary: Palestinian media outlets report that the Israeli navy 
intercepted a French-flagged Gaza "anniversary" flotilla ship en route to 
the Gaza Strip. Coverage includes wi~~ Palestinian andc_.1.-""~"'-"~l,1._~~~~~ 

,_c,:mdemnation of the jnterc 

End Summary. 

Main Stories: 

Palestinian media outlets lead with reports that the Israeli navy boarded 
the "Dignite - Al.Karame," a French ship that was part of the Gaza 
"anniversary" flotilla, off the Gaza coast yesterday (07/19) after it 
refused to change course. According to coverage, the ship was taken to 
the Israeli port of Ashdod. Independent daily Al-Quds reports that Fatah 
spokesperson Ahmad Assaf condemned the action, stating, "The act is a 
violation of international law that compounds with all other Israeli 
violations." Hamas spokesperson in Gaza Taher Nunu also criticized the 
seizure. Reports also note that Arab League Secretary General Al-Arabi 
condemned the ''at tack," characterizing it as ''piracy. /1 
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.(C) Anniversary Flotilla Update 
Freedom Flotilla II has not formed and its vessels largely remain in ports in Greece, which has banned them from leaving 

if they are headed to Gaza. The US-flagged Audacity of Hope attempted to depart Piraeus, Greece on July 1, but was 

stopped by the Greek Coast Guard which escorted the ship back to port and took its AmCit captain into custody for 

setting sail in defiance of the Greek ban on the flotilla boats leaving. The captain was released July 5. Greek authorities 

detained nine AmCits gathered in front of Embassy Athens on July 3, and six additional AmCits who gathered in front of 

the U.S. Ambassador's residence July 4, to protest Greek actions to stop ships from sailing to Gaza. Both groups were 

released following questioning. The Greek Coast Guard also intercepted a Canadian ship on July 4 that attempted to sail 

for Gaza without permission. Unconfirmed media reports that a French pleasure boat asso.ciated with the flotilla left 

Greek territorial waters on July 4 without permission from Greek authorities. 

Select: r I Posted at 4: 47 PM by Dautrich, Jack T I Permalink I Email this Post l Comrnents (0) 

(C) Polish MidEast Watcher on Quartet Statement and Palestinian 
Action at UN 
In a meeting with Jack Dautrich on July 1, Polish Mideast Watcher Justyna Bartkiewicz-Godlewska said Warsaw 

S1Jpportetl U.S. MEP efforts anti would back a Quartet statement that endorses the principles outlined in President 

Obama's May speech. Bartkiewicz-God/ewska asked if there was any chance the U.S. would accept a Quartet statement 

that also addressed East Jerusalem and Palestinian refugee issues. Looking ahead to possible Palestinian unilateral 

action at the UN in September, B-G said Poland is eager to maintain EU consensus in its role as President of the EU 

(Poland began its six-month term on July 1). She underscored that the next EU Foreign Affairs Council (FAC), slated for 

July 18, would likely be the last one before UNGA, limiting the opportunity for additional routinely scheduled statements 

from the EU. 
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PPC_DEMGOV, EPSC, BSC_PAO, PPC_CONG, USOAS, PPC_FORASST, BSC_URU, 
EX_BUD, PPC_DIR, PPC_DEPDIR, BSC_REGION, PPC_DHS3G, PPC_TIP, 
PPC_NARTER, CEN_Regiona\Affairs 

10 MONTEVIDEO 450 

Jun01, 2010/011400ZJUN 10 

AM EMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 

WASHDC, SECSTATE ROUTINE 

12958 

PGOV, IMO, KPAO, KMDR, IS, UY, TU, UN 

Gaza Flotilla Incident and Uruguayan Media Reporting 

WHAIPDA for CPeterson; WHAIBSC for MDaschbach; NENI 

Uruguay's daily press coverage of the Israeli military's interdiction of the Gaza-bound flotilla was balanced and 
"matter-of-fact." With no correspondents of their own in the Middle East, today's dailies relied on wire service 
stories (e.g., AFP and the AP). Center-right Ultimas Noticias and far left/pro-government La Republica 
published the Gaza activists' version of events alongside Israel's, including a statement by their Ambassador 
here, Dori Goren, who called the flotilla a provocation. Ultimas Noticias' headlined the Uruguayan Foreign 
Ministry statement condemning Israel's military action. Predictably, La Republica also published an anti-Israel 
op-ed by its extreme-left staff editorialist Niko Schwarz. · 

Nelson## 
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~ELEASED IN FULLJ 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Levin, Jan X 
Wednesday, June 02, 2010 7:36 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
Release of fiotilla detainees 

According to the Israeli NSC, Attorney General Weinstein has agreed to the Cabinet's 
request to release all but 11 a very small number, perhaps 4 or 5 11 of the detainees. The 
GoI is trying to get all of the rest out today, but are having some difficulties at the 
airport with uncooperative detainees. -
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[RELEASED IN FULL] 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Importance: 

Bob, 

Sindle, James M 
Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:47 PM 
Holmstrom, Todd; Goldberger, Thomas H; Connelly, Maura 
NEA-IPA-DL; Baumert, Kevin A; Riley, Robert J; EUR-SE-DL; Maggi, Robert W; Astillero, 
William P; Polizzotto, Susan; Tyson, Paul H 
Status of the Challenger II 

High 

Thanks a lot for this; very helpful! They may have meant the Challenger II, since that's what everybody in the press and 
IC is saying. The fact that we have positively identified the vessel in port, however, is a major coup. 

Thanks again, 

Jim 

From: Riley, Robert J 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:03 PM 
To: Sindle, James M 
Cc: EUR-SE-DL 
Subject: Ships in Cyprus 

Hi Jim -Terry mentioned you left him a voicemail asking about ships in Cyprus. Post has made multiple inquiries about 

this, and thus far the Cypriot port authorities have said there is one ship in Limassol, US flagged, called the Challenger 3. 
Per our consular folks in Nicosia, the port officials say there are no Amcits aboard. Port authorities also say the Gae's 
position re not allowing ships to depart for the flotilla has not changed. That's what we know right now. 

Robert}. Riley 
Deputy Director 
Office of Southern European Affairs (EUR/SE) 
U.S. Department of State 
Office: 202-647-5120 
Cell: 202-374-0849 
rileyrj@st.nc.sgoy goy 
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[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Dautrich, Jack T 
Thursday, July08, 2010 12:52 PM 
Lentz, Andrew N 
Frelich, Karlene H 
RE: Input Needed for BCL D(L)- Oren!! 

[NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS REDACTED[ 

From the Barak BCL: 

From the Netanyahu BCL: 

From the Netanyahu BCL with update: 

(If Raised) Flotilla Investigation: Emphasize our support for a prompt, impartial, 
transparent, and credible investigation into the May 31 flotilla incident. It is still not clear 
whether or how UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon will follow up on his original proposal; he 
has stated publicly that he is still in contact with the Israelis on how the investigation that he 
proposed and the one that Israel has announced might complement one another. PM Netanyahu 

.met with Ban Ki-moon on July 7. Israel has taken an important step forward in proposing an 
independent public commission, with international participation, to investigate the 
circumstances during the boarding of the Mavi Marmara. We believe that Israel, like any other 
nation, should be allowed to undertake an investigation into events that involve its national 
security. We will await the conduct and findings of the investigation before drawing further 
conclusions. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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Sent: Thursday, July 08, 2010 12:14 PM 
To: Doutrich, Jack T 
Cc: Frelich, Karlene H 
Subject: FW: Input Needed for BCL D(L) - Oren!! 
Importance: High 

Jack- I think the language from the barak or Bibi BC Ls would be the best. Isn't that where I provided new language on 
the boycott as well? 

From: Frelich, Karlene H 
Sent: Thursday, July 08, 2010 11:46 AM 
To: Dautrich, Jack T; Reisser, Wesley J; Lentz, Andrew N 
Subject: Input Needed for BCL D(L) - Oren!! 
Importance: High 

«File: 10-07-16 BCL D(L) -Oren.docx » 
Any updates on the investigation, Gaza access or PA boycott that you can add to this draft BCL for the D(L)-Oren meeting 
next week? The meeting could happen as early as Monday so I need input ASAP today so I can get out for clearances. 
Thanks I 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

7/20/2010 

!RELEASED IN FULL] 

Tsou, Leslie M 
Tuesday, July 20, 2010 6:34 PM 
Adams, Julie D; Agor, Christina J; Baldwin, Virginia E; Baskey, Alistair C; Borodin, Sara E; 
Burnett, David R; Cunningham, James B; Finver, Frank J; Grubb, Jason B; Gutman, Bonnie 
S; Hale, David M; Harden, R. David; Higgins, Christina M; Hoyer, Kurt J; Irwin, Matthew T; 
Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Levin, Jan X; Marchese, Gregory M; NEA-IPA-DL; Otto, Jeffrey L; 
Rubinstein, Daniel H; Rudman, Mara; Stettenbauer, Grace C; Sumka, Howard J; Sumka, 
Howard X; Waters, John R; Goldberger, Thomas H; Beran, Sarah M 
NENIPA Daily Report for July 20, 2010 . 

[NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS REDACTED] 

(U) Jake Walles is Back 

(SBU) S-DefMin Barak Meeting 

_ _,_ ___ ··'· --'- - - '· ."" --=- ,_; 

(C) US-Israel Military to Military Dialogue 
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(SBU) Gaza Flotilla Lessons Learned 
S/ES Crisis Management Support is preparing a lessons learned review following the May 31 Gaza Flotilla 

incident. They have invited Embassy Tel Aviv to send in a cable on any lessons learned from the incident that 

would be of use for future crisis response by the Department. IPA has forwarded a copy of a recent lessons 

learned cable to CONS and POL. 
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[RELEASED IN FULLj 

From; 

Sent: 
Fagan, Scott R 
5/20/2011 9:56:27 AM 

To: svcSMARTHBTSPOPS 

Subj&ct: Spa.in: Spanish Response to Flotilla. Oemarche 

Attachments: Metadata.dat 

MRN: 

Date/OTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 

TAGS: 

CaptiDnS! 

Reference: 
Pass Line: 
Subject: 

!mCLA~ElED. 
SBU 

11 MADRID 175 
May 20. 2011I201356Z MAY 11 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 

WASHDC, SECSTATEROUTINE 

13526 
PARM, PGOV, PHSA, PTER. KWBG, TU, IS, SP 

SENSITIVE 

A) illTATE_:j_~~ 

PASS TO NEA/IPA JIM SINDLE 

Spain: Spanish Response to Flotilla Oemerche 

(SBU) The GOS has taken steps to pass on security risks to activists and organizers regarding the dangers of attempting to 
access Gaza by sea, highlighting the violent Salafi activist group murder of Italian Vittorio Arrigoni. POLOFF delivered reftel 
demarche to MFA Arab-Israeli Office. MFA has modified their travel recommendations on their web page advising · 
Spaniards not to travel to the Gaza Strip. The MFA is also advlsif'og Spaniards not to sail to Gaza and that humanitarian aid 
should be sent by land through authori.l::ed channels. 
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[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

From: Samson, Elaine M 
51131201110:27:37 AM 

SMART Core 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: $pain: Gaza Flotilla participation 

MRN; 

Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Reference: 
Subject: 

UNCL,ASSIFIED 

1' MADRID 540° 

May 13, 2011I131425Z MAY 11 

AMEMBASSY MADRID 

WASHDC, SECSTATEROUT/NE 

13526 

PHUM. PTER, PGOV, KWBG, SP 

A) STATE 36240 

Spain: Gaza Flotilla participation 

1. IU) A Spanish coalition called, "On the Way to Gaza" plans to participate in the second 
international Gaza flotilla, now postponed from a mid-May sailing to early June. The Spanish 
Group raised approximately funds to buy a small boot, but reportedly still needs to raise money 
for fuel. A group of BO Spaniards will reportedly join the flotilla, including left-wing Euro MP Willey 
Meyer and the Initiative for Catalonia Greens Party Euro MP Raul Romeva. Spanish actor Willy 
Toledo and activists Laura Arau, Marfa del Mar Fernandez and Manuel Tapial ore supposed to 
be among them. Former UNESCO Director. Federico Mayor Zaragoza, has expressed his public 
support for the initiative. 

2. IUJ Spanish dailies El Mundo and El Pais report that Israeli PM Netanyahu called President 
Zapatero lost on May 9, to ask him to maintain Europe's firmness with Homos and to prevent the 
participation of Spaniards in the second Freedom Flotilla. FM Jimenez said in Istanbul on May 11 
that diplomacy "is more useful" than the Freedom Flotilla to litt the Israel embargo to the Gaza 
Strip. 

3. IU) The Spanish NGO "Culture. Peace. and Solidarity," a member of the above-mentioned 
coalition. has asked the GOS to take the necessary diplomatic steps to protect them. Some of 
the Spanish participants met with MFA officials who "warned them about the dangers of the 
operation. Many EU countries are giving their advlce following that line. There is not enough 
security to send the flotilla." On Moy 11 the MFA included in its travel advisory on the Palestinian 
Territories a note odvising against boarding any ships participating in the "On the Way to Gaza" 
initiative, because of 1he serious danger that participants could face. The Minis1ry advised that 
any humanitarian assistance should be by land, respecting authorized channels. ln any event, 
FM Jimenez said that in the event of a new Israeli attock. the obligation of her Ministry "is to 
protect Spanish citizens. 11 
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From: Olsen, Briana L 
Soni: 51121201110:09:14 AM 

To: svcSMARTHBTSPOP9 
Subject: Gaza Flotilla: Update on Swedish Participants 

Attachments: Metadata.dat 

• 
MRN: 
Date/DTG; 

from: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Ca'ptions: 
Reference: 
Subject: 

lJJ,j_G_LASs!El.EO. 
SBU 

11 STOCKHOLM 117 
May 12, 2011I121409Z MAY 11 

AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
WASHDC. SECSTATEROUTJNE 

13526 

PARM, PGOV, PHUM, PTER, KWBG, SW 

SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 

A) STATE 36240 
Gaza Flotilla: Update on Swedish Participants 

(SBU) On April 18, Post delivered teftel demarche to the Swedish MF.-\'s Departtnent of Middle Eastern Affairs. 
The Dep<lrtment was unaware of which, if any, Swedish citizens would participate in the secona flotilla to Gaza. Our 
internet seatcb revealed that Dtot Feilet, a Swedish~lstaeli musician who was attested in the first flotilla, will 
participate and Mehmet Kaplan, a parliamentarian attested with Feiler, might. Kaplan twittered that "the.re is a lot of 
interest and the Boatd of "Ship to Gaza" has many (pecsons) to chose from."' 
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From: Crowley, Shawn P 
Sent: 4/27/201112:10:00 PM 

To: svcSMARTHBTSPOP8 
Subject: AUSTRIA: RESPONSE TO FREE GAfA FLOTILLA DEMARCHE 

Attachments: Metadata.dat 

CONFIDENTIAL 

[RELEASED IN FULL) 

MRN: 
Dote/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Reference: 

Pass Line: 

Subject: 

11 VIENNA209 
Apr27. 2011/271610ZAPR11 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
VIJASHDC.SECSTATEROUTINE 

13526 
PREL,PARM,PGOV,PHSA,PTER.KVIJBG,AU 

A) 11 Sl"A"TE 36240 
B) 11VIENNA191 

DEPT FOR NEAllPA AND EUR/CE 
AMEMBASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMEMBASSY ROME PASS TO AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 
AMEMBASSY VILNIUS PASS TO AMEMBASSY MINSK 
AM EMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 

AUSTRIA: RESPONSE TO FREE GAZA FLOTILLA DEMARCHE 

(C} Pol/Econ Counselor discussed reftel points April 27 with the MFA's 
Middle East office. The MFA said they had heard rumors that one Austrian 
citizen was planning to .travel with the flotilla, but had no information on 
that person's identity. The GoA said they supported the USG's points on the 
potential safety risks involved in breaching the blockade. If asked, they 
would support ships travelling first to Ashdod before continuing to Gaza. 
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Bowers, Allyson M 
(RELEASED IN FULL] 

From: Galpern, Steven G 
Sent: Tuesday, July 05. 2011 9:45 AM 
To: Galpern, Steven G; NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL 

Peterson, Steven l; Jacobson, Linda; Hertzberg, David; Citrin, Ruth; Carnahan, Robert K; 
'Harris, Lynn M.' 

Cc: 

Subject: Today's Reporting 
Attachments: 11-HOTR WASHINGTON DC-NAVCRIMINVSERVFO EUR NAPLES IT--7012108.eml.pdf; 

11-HOTR WASHINGTON DC-NAVCRIMINVSERVFO EUR NAPLES IT-7012104.eml.pdf 

Categories: Working 

Noteworthy items in today's briefing book include: 

Attached are two USDAO-Tel Aviv reports on Freedom Flotilla II. 

Best, 
Steve 

Steven G. Galpern, Ph.D. 
Analyst for Palestinian Affairs and Jordan 
Bureau of Intelligence and Research 
U.S. Department of State 
(202) 647-8840 
ClassNet: GalpernSG@state.sqov.gov 
OpenNet: GalpernSG@state.gov 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

From: Withers, Anne M 

Schwedt, Miriam 
Wednesday, June 16, 2010 9:52 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
FW: (Reuters) Turkish flotilla organizers to send more Gaza ships 

Sent: Wednesday, June 16, 2010 9:51 AM 
To: NEWS-NEA 
Cc: SES-O_Shift-1!; SES-O_CMS 
Subject: (Reuters) Turkish flotilla organizers to send more Gaza ships 

BRUSSELS (Reuters)-A Turkish pro-Palestinian group said it will send another aid flotilla to Gaza next month, again 
trying to break an Israeli blockade after its last convoy was the target of a deadly Israeli raid in May. The Foundation for 
Human Rights and Freedoms and Humanitarian Aid (IHH) told members of the European Parliament it had assembled six 
ships for the next flotilla and put out an appeal for others to join. The next flotilla is due to sail in the second half of July, 
IHH said. The group invited the international media to inspect all goods on board before the convoy sails to 
11 demonstrate their commitment to total transparency.11 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

From: Withers, Anne M 

Schwedt, Miriam 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 5:57 AM 
NEA-IPA-Dl 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
FW: (Reuters) Russia, EU demand fiotilla inquiry, Gaza opening 

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 5:44 AM 
To: Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
Subject: (Reuters) Russia, EU demand fiotilla inquiry, Gaza opening 

ROSTOV-ON-DON (Reuters)· Russia and the European Union jointly called for an impartial probe into the deadly Israeli 
operation against an aid flotilla and urged the opening of crossings into Gaza. In a joint declaration during a Russia-EU 
summit, Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov and EU foreign policy chief Ashton demanded a "full and impartial inquiry" into 
the incident. "The EU and Russia call for immediate opening of crossings for the flow of humanitarian aid, commercial 
goods and people to and from Gaza," said the declaration, which also regretted the Joss of life in the incident. 

> 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerf 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750787 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept03694

UNt.;LA:S:Slrlt:U u.:s. uepartment OT :State c.;ase NO. r-LU"IU·U4"1b,) uoc NO. LilO/OU/00 uarn: IL/ I //LU IL 

!RELEASED IN FULL) 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Jason H. Ullner 
NEA Staff Assistant 
ullnerj@state.gov 
(202) 647-7216 (office) 
(202) 615-2325 (mobile) 

From: Simmons, Krista M 

Ullner, Jason H 
Wednesday, July 14, 2010 6:04 AM 
NEA-ALL-DL 
FW: (Reuters) Libyan aid ship tacks from Gaza to Egypt 

sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2010 5:13 AM 
To: NEWS-Mahogany; NEWS-NEA; SES-0; SES_ 4 
Subject: (Reuters) Libyan aid ship tacks from Gaza to Egypt 

JERUSALEM (Reuters) -A Libyan-chartered ship carrying aid for Palestinians set a new course for Egypt July 14 after 
Israel's navy warned it away from the blockaded Gaza Strip, an Israeli official said. 

The real-time shipping map on Marine Traffic.com showed the Amalthea on a southeasterly approach to El Arish, 40 
miles away, with an estimated time of arrival of 1300 GMT. The ship had earlier been absent from the map, suggesting 
that its GPS tracker was temporarily obstructed or turned off. 

Egypt said the Amalthea had requested and been granted permission to dock in El Arish, and authorities planned to 
transfer its declared haul of 2,000 tons of food and medicine overland to neighboring Gaza. 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

From: Shelstad, Jeffrey 

[RELEASED IN FULL] 

Chatterji, Rina 
Monday, June 14, 2010 6:06 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
NEA-Stalf-Assistants-DL 
FW: (Reuters) Israeli cabinet approves Gaza flotilla inquiry 

Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 5:26 AM 
To: NEWS-NEA 
Cc: SES-O_Shift-I 
Subject: (Reuters) Israeli cabinet approves Gaza flotilla inquiry 

JERUSALEM (Reuters) - Israel's cabinet approved June 14 an Israeli inquiry commission into a deadly raid on a Gaza aid 
flotilla, a panel set to include two foreign observers after international calls for an impartial investigation. The cabinet's 
unanimous approval, announced by Prime Minister Netanyahu's office, followed an official statement on June 13 that 
Israel intended to form the panel and that its findings would be made public. 

Jeff Shelstad 
Watch Officer 
Department of State Operations Center (S/ES-0) 
Shelstadl@state.gov (202) 647-1512 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: Chatterji, Rina 
Sent 
To: 
Cc: 

Monday, June 14, 2010 6:06 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 

Subject: FW: (Reuters) Iranian aid ships head for Gaza 

From: Shelstad, Jeffrey 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 5:37 AM 
To: NEWS-Iran; NEWS-NEA 
Cc: SES-O_Shift-1 
Subject: (Reuters) Iranian aid ships head for Gaza 

TEHRAN (Reuters) - Iran is sending aid ships to blockaded Gaza, state radio said June 14. One ship left port on June 13 
and another will depart by June 18, loaded with food, construction material and toys, the report said. An official of the 
Iranian Red Crescent Society's youth organization said some 100,000 Iranians had volunteered as potential crew for aid 
ships, Iran daily reported. 

Jeff Shelstad 
Watch Officer 
Department of State Operations Center (S/ES-0) 
ShelstadJ@state.gov (202) 647-1512 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Jason H. UUner 
NEA Staff Assistant 
ullnerj@state.gov 
(202) 647-7216 (office) 
(202) 615-2325 (mobile) 

From: Morgan, Jack A 

(RELEASED IN FULL! 

Ullner, Jason H 
Tuesday, July 13, 2010 8:06 AM 
NEA-ALL-DL 
FW: (AP) Libyans say Israel orders Gaza aid ship to Egypt 

Sent: Tuesday, July 13, 2010 8:06 AM 
To: NEWS-NEA; NEWS-Mahogany 
Cc: SES-O_Shlft-11 
Subject: (AP) Libyans say Israel orders Gaza aid ship to Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) - The Libyan organizers of an aid ship trying to breach Israel's three-year blockade of Gaza say an Israeli 
military vessel has confronted the ship and ordered it to change course for the Egyptian port of el-Arish. The Gadhafi 
International Charity and Development Foundation says its boat refused to alter its destination and will steam on for 
Gaza. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Schwedt, Miriam 
Monday, May31, 201011:56AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 

Doc No. C18750794 Date: 12117/2012 

Subject: FW: (AP) Israeli PM backs army in Gaza-bound flotilla raid 

From: Valdez, Pablo M 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 8:53 AM 
To: NEWS-EUR; NEWS-NEA 
Cc: SES-O_Shift-II; Lash, Fred C . 
Subject: (AP) Israeli PM backs army in Gaza-bound flotilla raid 

JERUSALEM (AP) - Israel's prime minister has expressed his support for the military's actions in a deadly raid against an 
aid flotilla sailing to the blockaded Gaza Strip. Netanyahu's office says he spoke to top Israeli diplomatic and security 
officials by telephone from Canada and voiced his "full backing" for the military. 

Pablo Valdez 
Watch Officer 
Operations Center 
Department of State 
Z02-647-1512 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

From: Withers, Anne M 

!RELEASED IN FUL"L] 

Schwedt, Miriam 
Friday, May28, 2010 1:57 PM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
FW: (AP) Israeli FM: Gaza ships to be stopped 'at any cost' 

Follow up 
Flagged 

Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 l:So PM 
To: NEWS-NEA 
Cc: SES-O_Shift-II 
Subject: (AP) Israeli FM: Gaza ships to be stopped 'at any cost' 

JERUSALEM (AP) - Israeli foreign minister Lieberman says the country is prepared to stop a flotilla of pro-Palestinian 
activists from reaching the Gaza Strip "at any cost." 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

From: Casteel, Ezra A 
To: NEWS-NEA 
Cc: SES-O_Shift-I 

[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

Schwedt. Miriam 
Saturday, May 29, 201 O 8:45 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
Fw: (AP) Flotilla bound for Gaza delayed, loses key members 

Sent: Sat May 29 06:52:53 2010 
Subject: (AP) Flotilla bound for Gaza delayed, loses key members 

JERUSALEM (AP) - Ships carrying 10,000 tons of aid supplies for blockaded Gaza are being held up near Cyprus as 
organizers try to get more than two dozen high-profile activists on board. The would-be passengers, including 17 
European legislators and a Holocaust survivor, were expected to join the ships from Cyprus. Organizer Greta Berlin said 
Saturday the Cypriot government is not allowing smaller boats to carry the group to the flotilla waiting in international 
waters. The number of ships has dwindled from eight to five. Berlin says the flotilla is to sail toward Gaza by the 
afternoon of May 28 in any event and approach the territory May 29. 

Ezra Casteel 
S / ES-0 Operations Specialist 
202.647.1512 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

[RELEASED IN FULL) 

Blaukopf, Ruth B 
Thursday, June 03, 2010 5:40 AM 
Groeblacher, Julia; Greene, Elisa; Harutunian, Ruben; Parker, Andrew C; Zeroubavely, 
Sandra S; Burnett David R; Coley, Lea M; Frelich, Karlene H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Hale, David M; Harden, Dave; Hertzberg, David A; Holmstrom, Todd 
C; Irwin, Matthew T; Jacoby, Julia I; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Knopf, Payton L; Lentz, 
Andrew N; Sievers, Marc J; Reisser, Wesley J; Roberts, Kristi (Tel Aviv); Sachar, Alon 
(NEAllPA); Sindle, James M; Waters, John R; Holst, Alan R; Grubb, Jason B; Levin, Jan; 
Honigstein, Michael D; Michaels, David G; Nelson, Timothy (Tel Aviv) 
FREE GAZA SPOKESPERSON: THE "RACHEL CORRIE' NOW EXPECTED MONDAY - IL 
RADIO 

IL RADIO QUOTES A SPOKESPERSON FOR FREE GAZA MOVEMENT AS SAYING THAT THE "RACHEL CORRIE" IS NOW 
EXPECTED TO REACH THE GAZA SHORE EARLY NEXT WEEK, PROBABLY ON MONDAY. 

GRETA BERLIN TOLD IL RADIO REPORTER ERAN SIKUREL THAT THE VESSEL'S ETA HAD BEEN CHANGED TO FACILITATE 
BETTER INTERNATIONAL MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE ARRIVAL. 

THE FREE GAZA SPOKESPERSON REFUSED TO GIVE THE CURRENT LOCATION OF THE VESSEL SAYING THIS WOULD 
MAKE IT HARDER FOR IL TO SABOTAGE IT .... 

JI.11th 
in m:rort/(111re JJ'il/J the poh~181 and prao'l!dfln'J" 011//i1Jl'd in exei'/1/it'I' order 12958 !ht! e1J1c1il iJ l.JNCI~SSJJ~'lliD 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Categories: 

[RELEASED IN FULLI 

Jakobson, Nicholas W 
Tuesday, June 28, 2011 8:37 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL; EUR-SE-DL; NEA-Egypt; PM-CPMS; SES-0; Vasquez, Edgar J; Grubb, Jason 
B; Levin, Jan; Silverman, Robert J; Walles, Jacob; Sutphin, Paul R; Richter, Kim B; Worman, 
Patrick F; Zurcher, Kenneth M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); 
Marchese, Gregory M; Blome, Donald A; Waters, John R; Pilz, Amanda C; Miller, Walter R; 
'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; 'Melissa Russell'; Jacobson, Michael N; Bilge, Kerem S; CA­
OCS-Duty; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Rodriguez, Hugo F; Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria; Greene, Elisa; 
George, Leah; Daniels, Cherrie S; Slakey, Monica M; Rudman, Mara; Reed, Julia G; Khoury­
Kincannon, Sahar; Bitar, Maher B; Norman, Marc E; Nardi, Margaret H; Smith, Daniel B 
(Athens); Miller, Thomas S (Athens); Lawton, Daniel J (Athens); Cockrell, John D (Athens); 
McKeever, Matthew X {Athens); Brandeis, Katherine L (Athens) 
Flotilla Updates 

Working 

ITIC Update: The canadians and Americans about to set sail with the flotilla from Greece participated in a short training 
workshop covering various topics and centering on "passive resistance" to IDF soldiers. Several flotilla organizers said 
the training was meant to prese·nt a "nonviolent" response to an Israeli attempt to take control of the ship. However, 
the flotilla's hard core, including Arab participants, may use violent methods. In addition, documentation of passenger 
resistance was apparently practiced and the participants were taught how to hide electronic storage devices from the 
IDF soldiers. 

JERUSALEM - (AP) An organizer of a Gaza-bound flotilla is dismissing Israeli allegations that extremists aboard the 
ships plan to harm Israeli soldiers who would be dispatched to stop them. 

Dror Feiler says the hundreds of people planning to sail soon in a bid to break Israel's naval blockade of the Palestinian 
territory have signed a declaration of nonviolence. 

Feiler told Army Radio on Tuesday that if Israel has information about specific suspects, it should pass it along to 
flotilla's organizers. 

Israeli military spokeswoman Maj. Avita I Leibovich on Monday cited intelligence reports saying extremists in the 
flotilla have "dangerous incendiary chemicals" for use against Israeli forces. 

Israel says it will block any attempt to breach the naval blockade of the Palestinian territory. 

STOCKHOLM - (AP) Scandinavian activists in the Gaza-bound flotilla say someone sabotaged their ship's propeller 
while the vessel was docked in a Greek port. 

The Swedish activists say the propeller shaft of the "Juliano" was cut off in Piraeus and that it would take a couple of 
days to repair the damage. . 

The ship is shared by Swedish, Norwegian and Greek activists and is part of a 10-ship flotilla due to set sail shortly in a 
bid to break Israel's naval blockade of Gaza. • 

Israel says it will block any attempt to breach the naval blockade of the Palestinian territory. 
Swedish activists said the propeller damage was discovered late Monday. Norwegian delegation leader Torstein Dahle 

said Tuesday that "someone is willing to go to great lengths to stop the flotilla from sailing." 

Embassy Tel Aviv - Dror Feiler one of the organizers of the Flotilla told IL RADIO a few minutes ago that the Flotilla 
vessels will not leave for Israel before Thursday this week 

ISRAEL RADIO NEWS 7:00 AM Hebrew Report 
•Flotilla: Activists of the IHH organization are planning to link up with the flotilla participants on their way to Gaza, 
despite the IHH announcement that it would not take part in the flotilla. This emerges from information that Israel has 
obtained. A number of these activists have links to Ha mas and to organizations connected to obtaining funding for 
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Ham as. A high-ranking military source said last night that there were activists on at least one of the ships from a radical 
Isla mist organization and activists whose intentions are violent. Furthermore, he said, the ship is carrying chemical 
substances that are liable to endanger soldiers. This refers to sulfuric fertilizer that Israel bans from entering Gaza, 
including overland. 

Political and military officials said that Israel has continued to take diplomatic action but that, at the same time, the IDF 
is preparing to stop the flotilla by various means. 

The flotilla's organizers said that they would try to assemble the ships of the coast of Crete either tomorrow or Friday, 
before sailing for Gaza. They said that one of the ships had been sabotaged. They said that its propeller and gear box had 
been disconnected and it had been badly damaged. 

The US again said that the flotilla was a dangerous and provocative act and that Israel has the right to defend itself 
against arms smuggling. However, the State Department called on all sides to display restraint so that there would be no 
recurrence of the flotilla incidents from last year. 

Coming to Kill 
Ma'ariv (p. 2) by Ahikam Moshe David, Eli Bardenstein and Amit Cohen -- The flotilla scheduled to leave soon for Gaza 
has thus far been perceived as friendly, at least in comparison to the Mavi Marmara. But information that recently 
reached the IDF has changed the picture. Intelligence officials say that the ships will be loaded with chemical substances, 
including sulfuric acid, with the goal of badly injuring the IDF soldiers. On deck will also be at least two top Ha mas 
members and activists from the IHH organization, which was responsible for the fatal outcome of the previous flotilla. 

Four of the ships planning to take part in the flotilla docked last night in Greece: an American, a Spanish, an Italian and 
a Canadian ship. Another ship, a French one, has already set sail from Corsica and it will join them soon. But while the 
Israel Navy is training strenuously for the flotilla and has promised "surprises" for the 350 activists expected to arrive, it 
turns out that the passengers have not been idle either. Under cover of bringing in fertilizer and pesticides, these ships 
will be loaded with dangerous chemical substances. 

Military officials painted a troubling picture last night, and said that the activists were planning to kill as many soldiers 
as possible. The officials said that in meetings that they held, the activists threatened "a lot of IDF soldiers will be killed 
in this flotilla." Other violent remarks were made saying that anyone trying to stop them would encounter violence and 
that "the blood of IDF soldiers will be spilled." The information about the chemicals came as a surprise and it will force 
the combatants to drill means of dealing with such a scenario. 

The IDF has also discerned that there are activists on board the ships who are directly linked to Hamas, and that they 
are being funded with money that comes directly from terror organizations. Among them is Amin Abu Rashad, one of 
the Dutch organizers of the flotilla, who in the past headed the Hamas charity in Holland, which was closed after an 
investigation by the authorities because of its involvement in funding terror. Another is Mohammed Ahmed Hannoun, 
known to be a Ham as activist, who heads the ABS PP fund, which is involved in transferring money to terrorist elements. 

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu yesterday convened the security cabinet again to discuss the flotilla, and after two 
meetings the ministers approved the Israel Navy's plan of action for stopping it. Attending were the chief of staff, the 
!OF Intelligence director, the director of the Operations Directorate in the IDF General Staff and senior officers from the 
Israel Navy. Foreign Ministry Director General Rafi Barak reviewed the diplomatic efforts being made to prevent the 
flotilla. This time, the system for distributing pictures from the takeover was coordinated between the IDF 
Spokesperson's Office and the Foreign Ministry. Journalists, mainly foreign, will be put on special Israel Navy boats to 
cover events from up close. From a military standpoint, the order is clear: not to let vessels break the blockade on Gaza 
and to use military force if necessary. A statement that was issued by the Prime Minister's Bureau read: the State of 
Israel is determined to prevent the flotilla from reaching Gaza, with minimal friction as far as possible with the 
passengers. 

The second Freedom Flotilla is the initiative of a coalition of organizations to "break the illegal blockade on Gaza." Ten 
ships from different countries were supposed to join, among them Ireland, the US, Canada, Germany, Italy, France, Spain 
and Scotland. Sweden, Norway and Greece removed their joint ship, but it still isn't clear how many will actually take 
part. At first the Mavi Marmara was to lead the flotilla, but in the end it was reported that because of technical 
problems, it would not sail. [ ... ] 

There are already 30 journalists on board from various countries. The famous novelist Alice Walker, the author The 
Color Purple and Pulitzer Prize winner, has also joined, because she says she is concerned about the children. 
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At this stage some of the ships are still detained in Greece, but at a press conference it was said that the ships are 
ready to leave and will do so the moment the inspection of the boats are completed. This will be in two days at most, 
said Greta Berlin, one of the organizers from the US. 
#Feiler comments: Israeli anarchist Dror Feiler, one of the organizers of the flotilla to Gaza, denied this morning that 
there are chemical substances on board meant to hurt IDF soldiers. He told Army Radio: "there are no activists who plan 
to attack IDF soldiers on the flotilla. If there is someone they suspect of this, let them give us the information and we will 
talk to him. If we see that this is true, we won't take him on the flotilla. There are no chemical substances and no plan to 
attack IDF soldiers." 

Interview with Moshe Yaalon 
Ma'ariv (p. 4) by Maya Bengal --
Q: Minister Vaalon, during the previous government's term in office, Israel allowed ships to enter Gaza. Not only did 
nothing terrible happen, but the activists became stuck in Gaza and begged to leave. Why has a decision been made 
for a second time to stop the flotilla by military means? Have we not learned the lesson of the Mavi Marmara? 

Yaalon: "We mustn't allow ships to reach Gaza. The blockade, even if it wasn't officially declared, has existed since 
1967. The negative experiences we've accrued with the Palestinians over the years have led us to the conclusion that we 
must not permit ships and goods to reach Gaza without supervision and inspection. We learned that when Arafat passed 
through the Rafah border crossing for the first time in 1994, and smuggled in his car an RPG and even a terrorist. If we 
had allowed ships to enter, then a ship like the Karine A would have docked in the Gaza port and would have presented 
its array of weapons directly to the Palestinians. On board the Francop was ammunition the scale of which was 80% of 
what was fired on us during the Second Lebanon War. 

"People who are genuinely concerned about the welfare of the residents of Gaza we allow to pass, only after an 
inspection at safe crossings. This is also an opportunity to clarify that there is no humanitarian crisis in Gaza. This month 
two new hotels are supposed to be opened in the Gaza Strip, and next month a new mall will be opened. There is no 
crisis, and this flotilla is a provocation, not an answer to the humanitarian needs of the residents." 
Q: The impending report by the state comptroller about the takeover of the Mavi Marmara will include severe 
criticism of the political echelon, and particularly of the prime minister and defense minister for having failed to 
consult and hold meetings. Today, when the assessment is that there will not be a Mavi Marmara II in the next 
flotilla, a great many meetings are being held. That looks like CTA. 

"I can't talk about the state comptroller's report, but I was critical in the past about the manner in which we prepared 
for the Mavi Marmara flotilla. I am glad that the political and military lessons were learned, and we are better prepared 
to deal with this flotilla. The political-diplomatic activity that has been taken thus far has reduced the number of vessels 
and participants. That too is part of the lesson-learning process from the Mavi Marmara. 
Q: Once again Israel has failed in its public relations effort. Last time the foreign journalists waited for hours in the sun 
to see the weapons that were on the Mavl Marmara, and left angrily. This time the Government Press Office 
threatened to deport any foreign journalist who took part in the flotilla, but in the end retracted that threat. Aren't 
we shooting ourselves in the foot? 

"I was surprised to hear about that in the news, and the prime minister was also surprised. He demanded that this 
issue be taken care of." 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

JPOST 06/251201 o 03:08 

Blaukopf, Ruth B 
Friday, June 25, 201 O 2:58 AM 
Groeblacher, Julia; Rosenstock, Matthew S; Burnett, David R; Coley, Lea M; Frelich, Karlene 
H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Goldberger, Thomas H; Hale, David M; Harden, Dave; Hertzberg, 
David A; Holmstrom, Todd C; Irwin, Matthew T; Jacoby, Julia I; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; 
Knopf, Payton L; Lentz, Andrew N; Sievers, Marc J; Otto, Jeffrey L; Reisser, Wesley J; 
Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA); Sindle, James M; Waters, John R; Grubb, Jason B; Honigstein, 
Michael D; Michaels, David G; Nelson, Timothy (Tel Aviv) 
FLOTILLA SITREP: IRAN CANCELS ONE SAILING BUT ANOTHER PLANNED - JPOST & 
HTZ VERSIONS 

Iranian aid ship cancels Gaza voyage 

By JPOST.COM STAFF 

An Iranian aid ship which had been due to set sail for the Gaza Strip in the coming days in an attempt to break the Israeli blockade has 
canceled Its trip due to Israeli warnings, Iranian officials said Thursday night. 

HTZ Latest update 23:37 24.06.10 

Iran activists cancel Gaza aid flotilla 'due to Israeli threats' 

Separate Iranian ship heads to Gaza via Caspian Sea after Egypt denies Israel request to prevent vessels in Suez Canal. 

By Haaretz Service 

One of the organizers of an Iranian aid flotilla that was to said to Gaza in efforts to break Israel's naval blockade on the 
territory, announced Thursday that the event has been cancelled due to "Israeli threats." 

A separate Iranian ship carrying 60 Iranian activists was being prepared to sail to Gaza via the Caspian Sea, according to Army 
Radio. This after the Lebanese media reported several days ago that Egypt has denied Israel's request to prevent Iranian ships from 
passing through the Suez Canal toward Egypt. 

Meanwhile Thursday, the U.S. State Department issued a statement calling the aid flotillas lo Gaza irresponsible. 

"Mechanisms exist for the transfer of humanitarian assistance to Gaza by member states and groups that want to do so,11 the U.S. State 
Department said regarding Lebanese plans to ship aid to Gaza. "Direct delivery by sea is neither appropriate nor responsible, and 
certainly not effective, under the circumstances." 

The Lebanese and Iranian efforts come after a tragic incident aboard a Turkish aid ship, part of an 8-ship Turkish flotilla, which was 
headed for Gaza on May 31. Israeli na....y commandos, Intent on preventing the ship from reaching Gaza's shore, boarded the ship, and 
were met by a violent mob wielding sticks and knives. The clash that ensued resulted in the deaths of nine Turkish activists. 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

YNET 17:04 , 06.25.10 

Blaukopf, Ruth B 
Friday, June 25, 2010 10:19 AM 
Groeblacher, Julia; Rosenstock, Matthew S; Burnett, David R; Coley, Lea M; Frelich, Karlene 
H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Goldberger, Thomas H; Hale, David M; Harden, Dave; Hertzberg, 
David A; Holmstrom, Todd C; Irwin, Matthew T; Jacoby, Julia I; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; 
Knopf, Payton L; Lentz, Andrew N; Sievers, Marc J; Otto, Jeffrey L; Reisser, Wesley J; 
Sachar, Alon (NENIPA); Sindle, James M; Waters, John R; Grubb, Jason B; Honigstein, 
Michael D; Michaels, David G; Nelson, Timothy (Tel Aviv) 
FLOTILLA SITREP: INTRODUCING THE "SHAHID MOHAMMAD AL-DURA' -- THE TIMES, 
AL SHOROUK & YNET 

Women prepare for Gaza sail: We won't fight Israel 

One of hundreds of female vorunteers planning to sail to Hamas-ruled territory with diapers, milk, medical supplies and clothes says, 
'Our only weapons are faith in the Virgin Mary and in humanity' 

Ynat 

nae sure we will never give Israel such a gift as to fight them or to have Hezbollah with us or to have any political party with us,' the 
spokeswoman for the organizers of an aid flotilla from Lebanon to Gaza told The Times in an Interview published Frtday. 

'We have diapers, a lot of diapers, we have milk, we have treatments for cancer in children and medical supplies and clothes. If they 
fight we will not defend ourselves," Semir El-Hajj said. 

The hundreds of female volunteers planning to set sail to the Hamas-rulad territory aboard the ship "Mariam" deny allegations that the 
ftotilla organizers are connected to Hazbollah, the Lebanese terror group linked to Iran. 

"Our only weapons are faith in the Virgin Mary and in humanity,' said Rima Farah, one of the activists. 

The organizers told The Times that the women wall represent themselves", are without political affiliations and include adherents to all 
the world's big religions, Including Judaism. 

It remains unclear when the convoy will depart. Egyptian newspaper Al-Shorouk quoted a member of the International Movement 
Against Globalization and the American-Zionist Hegemony as saying that the "Freedom Flotilla 2" will consist of five ships from Franca, 
six from Gennany and one from Lebanon. 

According to movement, which is based in Egypt, the vessels are expected to begin the journey to Gaza on July 15 under the 
banner "The Shahid Mohammad al-Dura," referring to the 12-year-old Palestlnlan boy who was killed during a furious exchange of 
fire between Israeli forces and Palestinian terrorists in Gaza in 2000. 

The movement's representat1ve added that activists from several cou11tries, including Egypt, Ireland, Alegrira and some Gulf 
states will take part in the sail. 

He said Israeli Knesset Member Hanin Zoabi (National Democratic Assembly). and Raed Salah, the leader of the northern 
branch of the Islamic Movement in Israel, have already confirmed their participation. 

The two Arab Israelis took part in the first sail to Gaza, duling which Israeli commandos raided a Turkish ship, leaving nine people 
dead. 

The movement's representative said former South African President Nelson Mandela (92) will announce whether he will be 
taking part In the flotilla In the coming days. 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Blaukopf, Ruth B 
Tuesday, July 13, 201 O 9:34 AM 
Burnett, David R; Coley, Lea M; Doutrich, Jack T; Frelich, Karlene H; Goldberger, Thomas H; 
Groeblacher, Julia; Hale, David M; Harden, Dave; Hertzberg, David A; Holmstrom, Todd C; 
Irwin, Matthew T; Jacoby, Julia I; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Knopf, Payton L; Lentz, Andrew 
N; Otto, Jeffrey L; Reisser, Wesley J; Sachar, Alon (NENIPA); Sindle, James M; Waters, 
John R; Grubb, Jason B; Levin, Jan; Michaels, David G; Nelson, Timothy {Tel Aviv) 
FLOTILLA SITREP: IL NAVY DENIES THEATENING LIBYAN VESSEL - YNET 

IL RADIO QUOTES AN AL JEZEERA REPORTER ON BOARD THE VESSEL AS SAYING THE IL NAVY THREATENED TO 
ARREST THE PASSENGERS IF THE CREW PERSISTS IN STEERING FOR GAZA RATHER THAN EL ARISH. 
IV1th 
iJJ acmrrlr111c'' u•itb the po/ides and pmcedutrs t11tlli11td in ,xr.~11/iJ..•1• order 12958 this e1J1t!i! tJ Ul\r(;']_,,,._jJSIFIED 

YNET 15:46, 07.13.10 

Navy contacts Libyan ship 

Confrontation looming? Libyan Gaza~bound shlp says Israeli Navy threatened to intercept vessel; army says it did not issue such 
message, will continue to monitor ship's route as it approaches area. 

AFP and Hanan Greenberg 

Israel threatened on Tuesday to send its Navy to intercept the Gaza-bound freighter chartered by Libya to aid the Gaddafi Foundation 
for Gaza, a representative of the group said Tuesday afternoon. 

However, Israeli officials denied the report, saying they have not conveyed any such messages during an initial attempt to 
contact the vessel. 

"The Israelis have contacted us and threatened to send their navy to intercept and escort the vessel to the port of Ashdod, if 
we do not change direction," Machallah Zwei told AFP by satellite phone. 

At midday, the ship was 130 nautical miles (about 240 km) from the Gaza Strip and would dock Wednesday morning, said 
Zwei. 

"'We exptained to the Israeli authorities that our original destination was Gaza and that we were not there to make provocation," he said. 
"'We also explained that we were carrying food and medicine and asked them to let us unload our cargo to Gaza." 

However, Navy officials said they have heard nothing from the Libyan vessel. The IDF said it attempted to make Initial contact 
with the ship in order to check the quality of the line, without including any kind of messages for the captain. 

The army said the vessel did not respond to the attempt to make contact. Navy officials will continue to monitor the course of the 
boat throughout the day to ensure it will not be heading to Gaza. · 
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[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

Blaukopf, Ruth B 
Monday, May 24, 201 a 5:33 AM 
Baron," Desiree A; Garcia, Dennis J; Kaplan, Crystal T; Burnett, David R; Frelich, Karlene H; 
Giauque, Jeffrey G; Goldberger, Thomas H; Hale, David M; Harden, Dave; Hertzberg, David 
A; Holmstrom, Todd C; Irwin, Matthew T; Jacoby, Julia I; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Knopf, 
Payton L; Lentz, Andrew N; Sievers, Marc J; Mayo, Iris J; Reisser, Wesley J; Roberts, Kristi 
(Tel Aviv); Sachar, Alon (NENIPA); Sindle, James M; Waters, John R; Holst, Alan R; Grubb, 
Jason B; Levin, Jan; Honigstein, Michael D; Michaels, David G; Nelson, Timothy (Tel Aviv) 
FLOTILLA SIMULATIONS IN THE EAST MED. --YNET 

Activists en route to Gaza: We won't resist IDF if boats seized 

Pro~Palestlnian activists aboard one of vessels headed for Strip to 'break Israeli blockade' say if seized they will not put up a fight, 
explain to soldiers that they are violating International law. 'Jewish state was not established to impose blockades1' one activist says 

Aviel Magnezi 

Pro-Palestinian activists aboard one of the ships that will head for Gaza's shore as part of the efforts to "break the Israeli 
blockade," practiced a possiblo takeover by IDF naval forces at the port in Piraeus, Greeco. 

'We will not rosist the Israeli forces. We'll explain to the soldiers that they are committing an offence," one of the organizers said. 

Another organizer, a former Israeli who has been living in Sweden for the past few decades said, "We are preparing for the journey. 
We've loaded the equipment onto the vessels, which are manned by Greeks and Swedes. They are being briefed on how to conduct 
themselves should the IDF decide to seize the boat." 

Amid reports that the Israeli navy will prevent any attempt to break the blockade, Dror Feiler told Ynet Sunday that the crew will not 
resist, but rather "try to explain to the soldiers that our intentions are humane and that by boarding the vessel they are violating 
international law." 

Feiler, who served in the Israeli army in the 1970s, said he was aware that the journey will end once the soldiers board the vessel. 'I 
know how this works. I was a soldier for three years and refused to serve in the territories, but I hope the Israeli government will come 
to its senses and refrain from attacking a convoy of 500 citizens. It won't look good," he said. 

Henry Asher, a Jewish-Swedish physician, said the sail to Gaza, which is backed by Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, "is 
important to the residents of the Strip and to the State of Israel. The Jewish state was not established to imposo blockades. It is against 
Jewish traditlon,• he told Ynet. 

'How are Gaza's children at fault for what Is happening? This sort of collective punishment Is forbidden by law," he added. 

On Saturday some 30 Israeli ships set sall •to counter the Turkish flotilla." Posters comparing Erdogan to Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad were displayed aboard the vessels. 

Guy Bechor, who organized the Israeli sail, said it was an "appropriate response to a few rickety boats that are being presented as a 
threat to Israel.' 
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Subject: 
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Blaukopf, Ruth B 
Wednesday, July 14, 2010 3:15 AM 
Burnett, David R; Coley, Lea M; Doutrich, Jack T; Frelich. Karlene H; Goldberger, Thomas H: 
Groeblacher, Julia; Hale, David M; Harden, Dave; Hertzberg, David A; Irwin, Matthew T; 
Jacoby, Julia I; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Knopf, Payton L; Lentz, Andrew N; Otto, Jeffrey L; 
Reisser, Wesley J; Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA); Sindle, James M: Tsou, Leslie M; Waters, John 
R; Grubb, Jason B; Levin, Jan; Michaels, David G: Nelson, Timothy (Tel Aviv); Silverman, 
Robert J 
FLOTILLA SITREP: IL-LIBYA CONTACTS TO AVERT FLOTILLA CRISIS REPORTED -- IL 
RADIO & AL SHARQ AL AWSAT 

QUOTING ARAB DIPLOMATIC SOURCES, IL RADIO REPORTS THAT AUSTRIAN JEWISH BUSINESSMAN MARTIN SCHLAFF JS 
THE MEDIATOR IN THE CONTACTS BElWEEN IL AND THE QADAFFI FOUNDATION IN REGARD TO EFFORTS TO PREVENT 
THE LIBYAN VESSEL REACHING GAZA PORT. IL RADIO SAYS FM LIEBERMAN'S BUREAU JS NOT COMMENTING ON THE 
REPORTS OF DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS REGARDING THE LIBYAN VESSEL AND NEITHER CONFIRMS NOR DENIES THEM. IL 
RADIO's ARAB AFFAIRS REPORTER NOTES THAT MARTIN SCHLAFF HAS CLOSE TIES WITH THE LIBYAN GOVERNMENT 
AND HE IS KNOWN TO HAVE TIES TO FM LIEBERMAN. 

RI11h 
itJ ac-ro1'da1t10' wi!l1 the po/ides and proti.'dmr .. · 011tli11rrl in e.">Cec11/if'r order 129 58 th fr t'lllt1t! is [JNO....,;:LJ SIFIED 

YNET 09:19, 07.14.10 

Report: Israel holding talks with Gaddafi's son 

AJ-Sharq aJ-Awsat reports Israel holding indirect talks wtth Gaddafi foundation in hopes of bringing Gaza-bound aid ship affair 
to peacefu I end 

Roee Nahmias 

Israel is holding indirect talks with the Gaddafi foundation behind the Libyan aid ship en route to Gaza, London..-based al..Sharq al~ 
Awsat reported on Wednesday. Meanwhile, AFP reported the ship's captain said its main engine was out of order and that tho 
crew was working to repair It. 

According lo the report, Israel is in contact with the organization, headed by Sail al-Islam Gaddafi, son of Libyan leader Muammar 
Gaddafi, via Arab and western sources, In an attempt to bring the Incident to a peaceful end. 

It was also reported that Israel has expressed its willingness to deliver the aid to the Gaza Strip without having to take over the ship. A 
Libyan official said talks were being held through third party elements. 

The Navy said on Tuesday that it made contact with the ship's captain, who announced he would divert to El-Arish Port in Egypt. But 
members of Gaddafi's organization on board the al~Amal ship denied the Navy's report and said it would not change course, and would 
proceed to Gaza. 

Youssef Sawani, one of the organization's members on board the ship, also noted problems with the ship's communication devices. 

US State Department Spokesman Philip Crowley addressed the issue on Tuesday and urged all parties Involved to act 
responsibly and avoid confrontation. 'We have urged the Libyan government to avoid unnecessary confrontations. We call on 
all parties to act responsibly In meeting the needs of the people of Gaza," he said. 

He reiterated the American stance on the delivery of aid to Gaza, saying, "We, along with our partners in the in the Quartet, urge all 
those wishing to deliver goods to do so through established channels so that cargo can be inspected by the government of 
Israel, and transferred via land crossings into Gaza." 

Earlier, the Egyptians confirmed the Israeli report that the ship's captain announced he would proceed to El-Arish, and said the al-Amal 
recei'led permission to -dock in the Sinai port. The Israel Defense Forces continue to shadow the ship. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

YNET 14:44, 06.16.10 

Blaukopf, Ruth B 
Wednesday, June 16, 201 O 10:54 AM 
Groeblacher, Julia; Rosenstock, Matthew S; Burnett, David R; Coley, Lea M; Frelich, Karlene 
H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Goldberger, Thomas H; Hale, David M; Harden, Dave; Hertzberg, 
David A; Holmstrom, Todd C; Irwin, Matthew T; Jacoby, Julia I; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; 
Knopf, Payton L; Lentz, Andrew N; Sievers, Marc J; Otto, Jeffrey L; Reisser, Wesley J; 
Sachar, Alon (NENIPA); Sindle, James M; Waters, John R; Holst, Alan R; Grubb, Jason B; 
Honigstein, Michael D; Michaels, David G; Nelson, Timothy (Tel Aviv) 
FLOTILLA SITREP: IRANIAN SHIP OF DOLLS DUE NEXT WEEK -- YNET 

Second Iranian ship lo set sail this weekend 

Iranian Red Crescent says ship carrying humanitarian aid, toys for Gaza Strip to set sail 'at start of next week' 

Dudi Cohan 

Tehran's preparations for sending an aid convoy to Gaza are at their peak, and two organizations plan to send ships lo the Strip. One of 
the ships seems to have already set sail, and the other is slated to leave this Saturday. They are expected to arrive at Gaza's shores 
via the Red Sea. 

"The ship will depart for Gaza in a special ceremony that will be atlended by thousands of people at the start of next week," a statement 
on the Iranian Red Crescent's website said on Wednesday. 
Foreign Aid 

The Iranian work week begins on Saturday, but the statement did not specify which day the ship will leave. The organization said eartier 
this week that it is still waiting for a green light from the Iranian Foreign Ministry before setting sail. 

According to the statement, the ship is to leave from the Band•!-Abbas Port In southern Iran and travel directly to the Gaza 
Strip. The first ship will be carrying humanitarian aid for the residents of the Strip, as well as a small team of doctors and aid 
workers. Alongside the humanitarian aid, gifts will be sent to the children In Gaza, Including baby clothes, toys and dolls. 

In addition, the Iranian Red Crescent's youth organization said that "In light of the possibility that the Zionist regime may do 
something evil," they plan to send no more than 10 volunteers who have already undergone training. Their ages were not 
specified. 

The Iranian Red Crescent said that so far, over 155,000 volunteers have signed up for the Gaza flotilla. Registration will continue for a 
few more days, and is meant mainly as a way for Iranian citizens to identify with the residents of the Gaza Strip. 

The organization plans to send another ship to Gaza. most likely a week later, canylng more aid workers such as doctors and 
volunteers. 

Iran is eager to show that it cares more for the Palestinians than Turkey does, and is working fervently to have the blockade on the Strfp 
lifted. 

Earlier this week another Iranian ship reportedly set sail for Gaza. The ship set sail on behalf of another organization that is not affiliated 
with the government, by the name of "The Iranian Company for the Protection of the Palestinian Nation." 

The organization's head said this week that ii plans to send aid to Gaza through land to Turkey, and from there set sail to Gaza, but did 
not specify when this would take place. 
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Law, Rosemary: C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

YNET 09:30 , 06.21.10 

!RELEASED IN FULLI 

Blaukopf, Ruth B 
Monday, June 21, 201 O 3:28 AM 
Groeblacher, Julia; Rosenstock, Matthew S; Burnett, David R; Coley, Lea M; Frelich, Karlene 
H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Goldberger, Thomas H; Hale, David M; Harden, Dave; Hertzberg, 
David A; Holmstrom, Todd C; Irwin, Matthew T; Jacoby, Julia I; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; 
Knopf, Payton L; Lentz, Andrew N; Sievers, Marc J; Otto, Jeffrey L; Reisser, Wesley J; 
Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA); Sindle, James M; Waters, John R; Grubb, Jason B; Honigstein, 
Michael D; Michaels, David G; Nelson, Timothy (Tel Aviv) 
FLOTILLA SITREP: LEBANON SAYS VESSELS MAY SET SAIL- YNET 

Report: Lebanon gives ships green light to set sail 

Lebanese transportation minister allows Gaz:a--bound aid flotilla to sail to Cyprus before heading to Strip, anmNahar newspaper 
reports 

Roee Nahmias 

Lebanese Transportation Minister Ghazi Aridi confinned that the ministry allowed organizers of a Gaza-bound aid flotilla to sail from the 
northern port city of Tripoli to Cyprus before heading to the Strip, Lebanese newspaper an-Nahar reported Monday morning. 

The vessels will pass through·Cyprus so as not to violate UN Seculity Council Resolution 1701. 

The minister added that one of the vessels would undergo a technical checkup before it sails from Tripoli and that the Lebanese 
government was responsible for the decision. 

Diplomatic sources In the Untted Nations said over the weekend that the UNIFIL headquarters in New York had warned Lebanon that 
UN naval forces would not allow any violation of Resolution 1701 and would prevent any such violation. 

UN Resolution 1701, which ended the Second Lebanon War, stipulates that the United Nations lntelim Force in Lebanon's role Is to 
ensure that the region will not be used for anYaggressive actions. 

On Friday, Israel warned the UN that the seculity situation in the Middle East may be undermined as result of the Lebanese flotilla 
planning to head to the Gaza Stlip. 

In a letter relayed to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, Israel's Ambassador to the UN Gabliela Shalev said the "provocative" sail 
may affect security In the entire region. 

Two ships are expected to leave from Lebanon to Gaza: Naji al-Ali - which will be carrying 25 European activists, Including parliament 
members, and some 50 journalists- and Maryam -which is said to carry female activists with chemotherapeutic medications for 
women and children and humanitarian aid. It is unclear when the vessels will set sail. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750808 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept03712

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C187::50808 Uate: 12/17/2012 

!RELEASED IN FULLI 

law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Sullivan, John L 
Wednesday, June 02, 2010 1:24 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 

Subject: Flotilla Reaction: Cairo External News Summary 02-06-2010 

Some more reactions from Egypt. 

Gaza Flotilla: Parliament Speaker Fathi Sorour said the two Egyptian parliamentarians 
detained in Israel after being taken by Israeli forces were released with the efforts of the 
general intelligence and ministry of foreign affairs (Al Ahram, Al Gomhuria). In a related 
context, UNSC condemned the Israeli attack on the flotilla. Egyptian delegate to the UN 
Maguid Abdel Fattah said the Arab group at the UN allowed the UN 30 days to complete 
their independent investigation before calling for another UNSC meeting to discuss the 
new procedures (AI Ahram, Al Gomhuria). In a related context, President Mubarak 
ordered yesterday the opening ofRafah Crossing to allow in humanitarian and medical 
needs to Gaza. The crossing will be opened in the two directions for an undefined time 
(Al Ahram, RAY). An official at Rafah Crossing said additional staff was called in to 
help facilitate the crossing operation. The first day of operation is today. Mamdouh Gahr, 
the secretary general of the Egyptian Red Crescent said his organization is currently 
deciding how much aid it will send (Al Gomhuria, El Shorouk). Khaled Meshaal in a 
speech in Yemeni Capital Sanaa thanked Egypt and asked for the crossing to remain 
permanently open (El Shorouk, Youm7). In a related context, Official and popular 
condemnations of the Israeli attack on the flotilla continued for the second day (AI 
Ahram, Al Gomhuria). Shura Council speaker Safwat El Sherrif said the Israeli army 
conduct could not be interpreted or justified. El Sherrif condemned the Israeli attack on 
behalf of the NDP and emphasized the need to hold an international investigation of the 
incident (Al Ahram, Al Gomhuria). Arab Foreign ministers will hold an emergency 
meeting today to discuss the consequences of the Israeli attack on the flotilla (Al 
Gomhuria). Amr Moussa said yesterday at the permanent delegates meeting that Turley is 
now partnering with Arabs to counter the Israeli attack (El Shorouk). The meeting was 
attended for the first time by the Turkish Ambassador who falsified Israeli allegations 
that the attack was an act of self defense (Youm7). In the closed session, Syrian delegate 
proposed a 5 step plan that focuses on stopping normalization, lifting the siege, holding 
Israel accountable for the attack, unite in refusing indirect and direct negotiations before 
lifting the siege, coordinate to pursue Israeli war criminals (Youm7). In a related context, 
Egyptian and Libyan officials discussed yesterday countering the consequences of the 
Israeli attack on the flotilla (Al Gomhuria). 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
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Subject: 
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Blaukopf, Ruth B 
Monday, July 12, 201 O 11 :33 AM 
Burnett, David R; Coley, Lea M; Dautrich, Jack T; Frelich, Karlene H; Goldberger, Thomas H; 
Groeblacher, Julia; Hale, David M; Harden, Dave; Hertzberg, David A; Holmstrom, Todd C; 
hwin, Matthew T; Jacoby, Julia I; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Knopf, Payton L; Lentz, Andrew 
N; Otto, Jeffrey L; Reisser, Wesley J; Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA); Sindle, James M; Waters, 
John R; Grubb, Jason B; Levin, Jan; Michaels, David G; Nelson, Timothy (Tel Aviv) 
EILAND CTIEE: MISTAKES WERE MADE -- YNET 

Eiland report finds 'mistakes, but no failures' 

Committee that probed IDF raid on Gaza-bound flotilla ship says high-ranking officers erred in assessment of situation, 
gathering of intelligence. Army should have considered changing relations with Turkey, report says 

Hanan Greenberg 

The committee elected to investigate the deadly Israel Defense Forces raid on a Gaza-bound flotilla ship in late May handed in its 
report Monday, in which it says that there had been "no failures, but mistakes were made". 

The committee, headed by Major-General (Res.) Glora Eiland, concluded that high-level officials had made errors in judgment, 
but accused no one of negligence. · 

The report was handed Monday afternoon to the army's chief of staff as wall as a number of high-rank officers. Since the Eiland 
committee was appointed by the IDF, Its report deals neither with the state's conduct nor the anny's pre-emptive gathering of 
intelligence, but rather focuses on preparations for the flotilla's arrival. 

Analysis of the incident that occurred on board the Turkish Marmara, the report says, led the committee to conclude thatthe 
activists on deck had been the first instigators of violence. 

At least four instances of live fire on soldiers were noted, though the committee believes there were six in all. In addition, a bullet 
removed from a soldier's knee shows the Turkish activists had prepared non-military arms to use against the forces. 

The report adds that the IDF had begun preparing for the ftotllla in February. In mid-May Chief of Staff Gabi Ashkenazi sent a latter to 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Ehud Barak requesting their cooperation in order to prevent a violent 
incident. 

The first issue probed by the committee was whether the Navy had the chance to stop the ships before they arrived In Israel's 
territorial waters. It concluded that thiS was not an option because the Navy has not yet developed such abilities, which take 
around two years to acquire. The army Is discussing the option of doing so now. 

Another issue probed was that of intelligence gathered by the Navy and the Military Intelligence Directorate before the flotilla set sail. 
The committee concluded that the IOF had chosen not to collect intelligence on Turkey and the IHH because the fonner is considered 
friendly and the latter unthraatening. 

Eiland said this decisi~n seemed correct, but that army officials should have taken into consideration the changing tides of 
Israel's relations with Turkey in the first months of 2010, which was also the time the IHH began openly discussing the flotilla. 

He added that the developing relationship between the IHH and the Turkish government necessitated more extensive 
research than provided by lntelllgence sources. 

However, Eiland said, even with more research intelligence still would have failed because so much of the violence had been brewing 
on board the Marmara itself. 

Regarding the actual raid, the report found that the Navy had prepared only for "likely" resistance by a handlul of activists, and not for a 
violent attack. Even when the ships neared, and the Navy began to understand it had erred, no new set of plans was formulated. 

Elland said the Navy should have understood that the situation did not match its assessments and stop to reconsider the 
actions it would take. 
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Aside from the criticism, the Eiland committee also made use of its report to praise the forces that conducted the raid. "I am gtad to say 
we found a long list of praise-worthy thlngs, and these do not only have to Oo with the conduct of the commando soldiers on the ship 
but also with other factors, including the evacuation of victims after the operation," the major-generat said. 

And in any case, he concluded, there was probably nothing the anny could have done that would have led to a vastly different outcome. 
'We must learn from the conclusions deduced by the investigation and the way I see it, the IDF is trying to do so," Eiland said . 

• 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

[RELEASED IN FULL) 

Tsou, Leslie M 
Monday, July 12, 2010 1:34 PM 
NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; Walles, Jacob; Waters, John R; 
Marchese, Gregory M; Finver, Frank J 
Email 1 of 2 on Eiland Report: MG Eiland Presents the Chief of the General Staff with the 
Conclusions of his Examination Team 
IDF Spokesperson Announcement- Maj. Gen. (Res.) Eiland Presents the Chief of the General 
Staff with the Conclusions of his Examination Team.doc 

This is the first of two emails about the Eiland Report. What we don't yet have is a copy of the report itselt; but 
Embassy TA is working on it. 

Leslie 

From: IDF News Desk <idfnewsdesk@idf.gov.il> 
To: ldfnewsdesk@idf.gov.il <idfnewsdesk@idf.gov.il>; ldfnewmedia@gmail.com <idfnewmedia@gmail.com> 
Sent: Mon Jul 12 17:20:17 2010 
Subject: IDF Spokesperson Announcement- Maj. Gen. (Res.) Eiland Presents the Chief of the General Staff with the 
Conclusions of his Examination Team 

~¢~ 
'.:J!in::t 1;irr 
-IDFlpo-"' 

For Immediate Release 
July 12h, 2010 

17:00 

Maj. Gen. (Res.) Eiland P.-esents the Chief of the Gene.-al Staff with the Conclusions of his 

Examination Team 

The IDF Chief of the General Staff, Lt. Gen. Gabi Ashkenazi, received the conclusions reached by a team of 

experts, headed by Maj. Gen. (Res.) Giora Eiland, tasked with examining the incidents that took place at sea on 

May 31" 2010. 

Maj. Gen. Eiland presented the team's findings and conclusions to the Chief of the General Staff as well as to 

officers from the General Staff and from other IDF branches and directorates who were involved in the 

preparations and in the actual boarding of the flotilla. The core of the report was presented the Minister of 

Defense of Israel as well. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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The team was appointed by the Chief of the General Staff to examine the deployment towards the flotilla, the 

chosen course of action and other possible alternatives, advance preparations, and the operation's 

implementation. 

The team included eight officers and their examination focused on intelligence, Naval command, the naval 

commando unit responsible for carrying out the operation, the Israel Air Force, media relations, technological 

alternatives, medical aspects and legal counsel and international law. 

The examination presented various lessons on a broad, systemic level, not only as regards this specific operation 

(stopping the flotilla). 

In terms of the intelligence effort, the team concluded that not all possible intelligence gathering methods were 

fully implemented and that the coordination between Navy Intelligence and the Israel Defense Intelligence was 

insufficient. At the same time, the team emphasized that it is not certain that an optimal intelligence effort 

would create a complete intelligence picture. The team also pointed out that the anticipated level of violence 

used against the forces was underestimated. 

In terms of situation assessments towards the flotilla, the team clarified that the operation relied exces_sively on 

a single course of action, albeit a probable one, while no alternative courses of action were prepared for the 

event of more dangerous scenarios. 

Regarding technological alternatives, the team determined that on the day of the incident, decision makers were 

not presented with alternative operational courses of action other than a full boarding of the flotilla. The team 

emphasized the fact that as far as is currently known, no country in the world holds the ability to stop a vessel at 

sea in a non hostile manner. Therefore statements made on this matter following the incident are unfounded and 

irresponsible. At the same time, the team determined that alternative courses of action could have existed had 

the process of preparation begun enough time in advance, and recommended to accelerate the process of 

examining alternative methods. 

The expert team determined that regarding media relations, the preparations made in advance were good. 

However, the release of press statements and visual materials was delayed due to the need to maintain 

reliability, the obligation to notify the families of the critically injured soldiers and the long authorization 

process at the levels above the IDF Spokesperson Unit. The team noted with favor the work of the JDF 

spokesperson following the incident and emphasized the need for better coordination between the IDF, the 

foreign ministry and other foreign affairs institutions. 

In terms of commanding over the operation, the team determines that the location of the commanders during the 

incident and the presence of the Commander of the Israel Navy at sea during the operation, was proper and fit 
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with the Chief of the General Staffs view regarding the role of commanders at the front lines of IDF activity. 

His presence proved effective in terms of the decision making process, saving lives and more. The team praised 

the Israel Navy combat protocols, the preparations of the Naval Commando Unit, the Navy Command, the 

Electronic Warfare Formation and the medical evacuation. 

The team determined that the Navy Commando soldiers operated properly, with professionalism, bravery and 

resourcefulness and that the commanders exhibited correct decision making. The report further determines that 

the use oflive fire was justified and that the entire operation is estimable. 

The team noted with favor the various stages of medical evacuation of the injured by air and by sea, including 

the injured passengers of the Mavi Marmara. In addition the team pointed out the serious attitude with which 

the General Staff and the Israel Navy approached the matter, as expressed in the preparations. 

Maj. Gen. (Res.) Eiland noted with favor the degree of cooperation and transparency exhibited by those 

involved in the examination at all levels. In the summary of the examination Maj. Gen. Eiland determined that 

the issue should be viewed with perspective, being that the damage caused to Israel is not as severe as it seemed 

following the incident. In addition, he said that a there's a tendency to draw general conclusions based on a 
~~~-1~ !- -! ..J __ .._ __ ..J J.L _._ llJ.L - .C- _., J.L _.._ d ... - TT"'lo.'r.' _____ ;_ -- ;.._ __ 1.C --- ..l _J.L -·--- _:I_ -- -..t. -- ......... 1>. ... ~-- .._, __ .._ - __ 1 __ ,_,_ _ . l' 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

~SEO IN FULL] 

Jakobson, Nicholas W 
Thursday, June 30, 2011 11 :44 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL; EUR-SE-DL; NEA-Egypt;·PM-CPMS; SES-0; Vasquez, Edgar J; Grubb, Jason 
B; Levin, Jan; Silverman, Robert J; Walles, Jacob; Sutphin, Paul R; Richter, Kim B; Worman, 
Patrick F; Zurcher, Kenneth M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); 
Marchese, Gregory M; Blome, Donald A; Waters, John R; Pilz, Amanda C; Miller, Walter R; 
'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; 'Melissa Russell'; Jacobson, Michael N; Bilge, Kerem S; CA­
OCS-Duty; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Rodriguez, Hugo F; Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria; Greene, Elisa; 
George, Leah; Daniels, Cherrie S; Slakey, Monica M; Rudman, Mara; Reed, Julia G; Khoury­
Kincannon, Sahar; Bitar, Maher B; Norman, Marc E; Nardi, Margaret H; Smith, Daniel B 
(Athens); Miller, Thomas S (Athens); Lawton, Daniel J (Athens); Cockrell, John D (Athens); 
McKeever, Matthew X (Athens); Brandeis, Katherine L (Athens); Bass, Warren; Ried, Curtis R 
(USUN) 
FW: Activist: U.S. boat may sail for Gaza without permit (AP) 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: OpsNewsTicker 
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2011 11:39 AM 
To: NEWS-NEA 
Cc: SES-O_Shift-Il; SES-O_OS; SES-O_CMS 
Subject: Activist: U.S. boat may sail for Gaza without permit (AP) 

ATHENS (AP) - An activist says a U.S.-flagged vessel that is part of a pro-Palestinian flotilla planning to break 
Israel's sea blockade of Gaza may set sail from a Greek port without receiving official permission. 

American Ann Wright repeated allegations Thursday that Israel is pressuring Greek authorities not to allow 
the 42 passengers and crew of the U.S. flagged Audacity of Hope to leave from a port near Athens. 

But she wouldn't say how long activists would wait for the all-clear before the 33-meter (I 08-foot) ferry 
begins its journey. 

Between 300 and 400 international activists aboard IO ships had been due to sail this week to Gaza to try and 
break the naval blockade Israel imposed after Hamas militants overran the Palestinian territory in 2007. 

News Tickero elerl senJor Department offlclals to breaking n&ws. This item appears es H did In Its original publication and does not contain analysis or commentary 
by Deparlm9nt sources. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc:: 
Subject: 

From: OpsNewsTicker 

[RELEASED IN FULL] 

Conlon, Steven M 
Tuesday, July 05, 2011 6:49 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
FW: Activists say French boat escaped Greece for Gaza (AP) 

Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2011 6:43 AM 
To: NEWS-EUR; NEWS-NEA 
Cc: SES-O_Shift-II; SES-O_Shift-1; SES-o_os; SES-O_CMS 
Subject: Activists say French boat escaped Greece for Gaza (AP) 

PARIS (AP) - French pro-Palestinian activists say a pleasure craft linked to a flotilla banned from sailing from 
Greek ports to the Gaza Strip has left Greek waters and is on its way. 

Jean-Claude Lefort, a spokesman for the group, told The Associated Press Tuesday that the "Dignite-Al 
Karama" left port near Athens early Monday and has reached international waters. On board are eight activists 
and two crew members. 

It is the first and so far only boat linked to the flotilla. Other boats, including one other French boat, have 
been blocked by Greek authorities. 

Greek authorities say they are looking into the report. 

News Tickers alerl senior Deparlment officials ta breaking news. This item appears as it did in its original publication and does not contain analysis or commentary 
by Department sources. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

(RELEASED IN FULL! 

Sullivan, John L 
Wednesday, June 02, 201 O 3:34 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
FW: France says Israeli raid was a serious mistake 

France says Israeli raid was a serious mistake 

.I31D 

PARIS (AP) - France 1 s Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner says Israel's raid on an aid 
flotilla heading for Gaza was a serious mistake that damaged Israel's global reputation. 

Kouchner is urging Israel and the Palestinians to continue indirect peace talks so ·that 
the tensions that led to the raid can be diminished. 

Kouchner said on R'I'L radio Wednesday that the deadly raid was "a very grave mistake1r and 
11 extremely damaging to the image of Israel itself." Nine people were killed in the 
assault at sea. 

The French foreign minister called for an international investigation, and said "there 
should not be impunity." 

He says French activists seized during the raid are being held by Israel in "very 
acceptable conditions 11 and will be released quickly. 

Media Analysis and Watch Center 
USSTRATCOM Foreign Media Analysis Program 
SOS International Ltd. 
www.sosiltd COITI 

For additional infonnation, please visit the SOSi USSTRATCOM FMA portal at bttp:l/fma.sosiltd.com/secure/?SlD=SECF83EFBEF. 
Once registered, you may access FMA products and manage your subscriptions. Write to helpdeskfrna@.sosiltd.com or call 703-483~ 
4898 for assistance. 

To unsubscribe from this list, please use the following link: [**REPORT_ UNSUBSCRIBE_LINK••j 

SOS International ltd. E-maif QisclaJmer. , 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

FYI 

VaviaJL StapCes 
Pu6Cic }l.jfairs officer 

[NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS REDACTED[ 

Staples, David A (NENPPD) 
Monday, June 07, 2010 8:04 PM 
NEA-RA-DL; NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-PD-DL; NEA-Pl-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL 
FW: Flotilla Fallout: Reports & Commentary 

ilJureau of :tfear'Eastemjl.ffiirs 
202-776-8405 

From: The Palestine Center [mailto:info@palestinecenter.org] 
Sent: Monday, June 07, 2010 6:38 PM 
To: Staples, David A (NEA/PPD) 
Subject: Flotilla Fallout: Reports & Commentary 

If you're having trouble viewing this email, you may see it online. 

I 

:£313 

Share This: I 

From time to time, the Palestine Center distributes articles it believes will enhance understanding of the 
Palestinian political reality. The following recently published articles are worth reading. 

NR 

"Israel deportee calls on us and Ireland for support" (BBC) 

Nobel peace prize winner Mairead Corrigan Maguire was one of five Irish activists who arrived in Dublin after 
being deported from Tel Aviv on Monday. 

"Crisis may hurt Turkish-Israeli trade" by Ari Rabinovitch and Joseph Nasr (Reuters) 

The Gaza flotilla crisis between Israel and Turkey could disrupt a $3 billion trade channel that has been central 
to their once-strong alliance, Israeli and Turkish officials said on Monday. 

"Turkish charity behind flotilla gains new prestige" by Jeffrey Fleishman (The Sydney 
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Morning Herald) 

The Islamic charity that helped organise last Monday's flotilla sits below a mosque in a busy neighbourhood of 
Istanbul, its doors open to accept donations from women in headscarves and men in suits.Renowned Jewish­
Amerlcan scholar and activist Noam Chomsky, who was barred from the occupied West Bank by Israel earlier 
this week, on Tuesday delivered a lecture to Palestinian students by video link from Jordan. 

"AFTER THE MASSACRE: The Global Impact of the Gaza flotilla Crisis" by Phyllis 
Bennis (The Huffington Post) 

Israeli commandoes murdered nine humanitarian aid workers in international waters. Nine were Turkish citizens; 
one a U.S. citizen. They wounded scores more. They imprisoned hundreds, and impounded the ships they 
hijacked on the high seas. Someone asked me the question: will they get away with It? So far, I answered, they 
HAVE gotten away with it. 

"Israel defends aid ship raid" (Al Jazeera) 

Israel has attempted to justify its deadly raid on a Gaza-bound aid ship last week by accusing five of its 
passengers of being "active terror operatives linked to al-Qaeda, Hamas and other armed groups. 

"Israel apolooises for spoof video mocking Gaza flotilla" (BBC) 

The Israeli government has apologised after its press office emailed to journalists a spoof video about the flotilla 
which tried to dock in Gaza. 

"Shot Australian says Israelis left him to bleed" by Norman Hermant (ABC News 
Australia) 

NR 

The Australian shot during last week's raid on a Gaza-bound aid flotilla says Israeli soldiers left him to bleed on 
the deck after a bullet hit an artery in his leg. 

"Israeli raid 'illegal.' its acts 'unconscionable"' by George Bisharat (USA Today) 

Israel must believe that it can get away with murder. That conclusion is hard to escape following the Israeli 
military's forceful boarding of a clvflran fleet bearing 10,000 tons of humanitarian supplies to Gaza's besieged 
Palestinian population. 

The views expressed in these articles are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of The 
Jerusalem Fund. 
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2425 Virginia Avenue, NW l Washington, DC 20037 US 

This email was sent to staplesda@state.gov. To ensure that you continue re!;eiving our emails, please add us to your 
address book. or safe llst. 

manage your preferences I opt out using TrueRemove-."' 

Got this as tt forward? Sign up ta receive our future emalls. 

10- I 
Emal!Now powered by Emmi:l 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

[NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS REDACTED[ 

Blaukopf, Ruth B 
Tuesday, July 05, 2011 9:49 AM 
Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Zuckerman, Eve; George, Leah; Zeroubavely, Sandra S; 
Elisha Saltoun, Tamara T; Burnett, David R; Daniel_B._Shapiro@nsc.eop.gov; Goldberger, 
Thomas H; NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; Otto, Jeffrey L; Tel Aviv ECON; Cunningham, 
James B; Berns, David B; DeJuana, Carlos A; Eussen, Matthew; Lurie, Mike D; Nelson, 
Timothy (Tel Aviv); Parsell, Benjamin C; Silverman, Robert J; Surowicz, Mireille M; Tel Aviv 
PD Press Section DL 
FLOTILLA SITREP: HOISTING THE FLAG BUT NOT THE SAIL -- IL RADIO & YNET 

IL RADIO REPORTS THAT THE FRENCH YACHT WHICH SET SAIL THIS MORNING FROM A GREEK PORT BOUND 
FOR THE GAZA STRIP HAS RETURNED TO PORT. FLOTILLA PARTICIPANTS ARE QUOTED AS SAYING THOSE 
ON BOARD THE YACHT DO NOT WANT TO SAIL TO GAZA ALONE AND THEIR DEPARTURE FROM GREECE WAS 
INTENDED AS A SYMBOLIC PROTEST ONLY. IL RADIO ALSO REPORTS THAT 30 FLOTILLA PARTICIPANTS 
BROKE INTO THE SPANISH EMBASSY JN ATHENS AND MADE THEIR DEMANDS KNOWN TO THE SPANISH 
AMBASSADOR {see below for more details - rbb]. 

Ru1h 

YNET 15:45 , 07 .05.11 

Pro-Palestinian activists occupy embassy in Athens 

Meanwhile, Greek authorities detained three activists attempting to breach Israel's blockade of the Gaza Strip, 
after a boat set sail In defiance of a Greek ban, officials and pro-Palestinian activists said Tuesday. 

David Heap, a spokesman for the Tahrir, identified those detained as Canadians Sandra Ruch and Saha Kneen, and 
Australian Michael Coleman. The boat tried to leave the southern Greek island of Crete on Monday, but was forced to turn 
back by Coast Guard vessels. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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The Greek Merchant Marine Ministry said one of the Canadians, who was responsible for the boat, was arrested on 
charges of illegally sailing without permission. The other Canadian national and the Australian were arrested for using 
kayaks to block a coast guard vessel from setting sail to stop the flotilla boat. 

Greece last week banned all boats participating in the Gaza flotilla from leaving port, citing security concerns after a 
similar flotilla last year was raided by Israeli forces, leaving nine activists on a Turkish boat dead. The Greek foreign 
ministry has offered to deliver the humanitarian aid the activists want to take to Gaza. 

French pro-Palestinian activists said in Paris Tuesday one small boat was in International waters and on its way. 

Jean-Claude Lefort, a spokesman for the group, told The Associated Press Tuesday that the Dignite-AI Karama left a 
port near Athens early Monday with eight activists and two crew mem!>ers on board. If true, it would be the first 
flotllla boat to leave Greece. 

However, the claim could not be confirmed. Greek authorities said they were looking into the report. Greek activist 
Dimitris Plienis said during a news conference in Athens that the boat had been in a "safe" area "in this part of 
the Mediterranean." He said it was not sailing to Gaza at the moment, but was waiting for other boats from the 
flotilla to join it. 

The captain of another boat in the flotilla, the Audacity of Hope, appeared in court in Piraeus Tuesday to give a 
deposition after being arrested over the weekend for setting sail in defiance of the Greek ban. 

John Klusmire was led Into the building in handcuffs, holding a bottle of water and escorted by police. 

"It's a terrible, terrible thing that the government of Greece has done. We are here in support of the captain, an 
honorable man and a professional sea captain," said one campaigner, retired U.S. Army Col. Ann Wright, at the 
courthouse. "It is terrible that they feel they had to keep him in jail." 

AFP and AP contributed to this report 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Blaukopf, Ruth B 
Friday, July 01, 2011 4:25 AM 
Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Zuckerman, Eve; Zeroubavely, Sandra S; Elisha Saltoun, 
Tamara T; Burnett, David R; Daniel_B._Shapiro@nsc.eop.gov; Goldberger, Thomas H; NEA­
IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; Otto, Jeffrey L; Tel Aviv ECON; Cunningham, James B; Berns, 
David B; DeJuana, Carlos A; Eussen, Matthew; Grubb, Jason B; Levin, Jan; Lurie, Mike D; 
Nelson, Timothy (Tel Aviv); Parsell, Benjamin C; Silverman, Robert J; Surowicz, Mireille M; 
Tel Aviv PD Press Section DL 
FLOTILLA SITREP: GRETA BERLIN ON PROJECTED DEPARTURES -- IL RADIO 

GRETA BERLIN, FOUNDER OF THE FREE GAZA MOVEMENT AND ONE OF THE PROMINENT ORGANISORS OF 
THE FLOTILLA TOLD IL RADIO OVERNIGHT THAT SHE IS ON BOARD THE VESSEL "AUDACITY OF HOPE" 
ANCHORED IN PIRAEUS, "WAITING FOR THE FINAL PAPERWORK TO RELEASE OUR BOAT." 

BERLIN TOLD IL RADIO: 

"PEOPLE KEEP ASSURING US WE HAVE ONE MORE THING TO Fill OUT - ONE MORE THING TO DO. THE 
GREEK BUREAUCRACY IS DOING ITS BEST TO PREVENT US FROM GOING BUT WE'RE PRETTY DETERMINED. 
WE'VE SAID WE'RE GOING TO GO JN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. I THINK THAT OUR DROP-DEAD DEADLINE IS 
GOING TO BE JULY 5r". I REALISE THAT THAT IS 2WEEKS LATER THAN WE SAID WE WERE GOING TO GO, 
BUT l'VE DONE A LOT OF THESE AND WE ARE NEVER ON TIME." 

"SOMETIMES WE FEEL THAT WE ARE THE BESIEGED PEOPLE AS WELL AS THE PALESTINIANS OF GAZA. 
IS RAEL IS DOING ITS VERY VERY BEST TO MAKE SURE WE DON'T GET OUT OF PORT BECAUSE ONCE WE 
GET OUT OF PORT -AND WE WILL- THEY ARE NOW FACED WITH WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO DO WITH US. 
SO THEY WOULD RATHER SABOTAGE OUR BOATS, TIE US UP IN PAPERWORK AND PREVENT US FROM 
GOING. IT'S DIFFICULT FOR THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT TO UNDERSTAND THAT THAT IS NOT GOING TO 
CHANGE OUR DETERMINATION." 

End of soundbite translated verbatim - rbb 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

[RELEASED IN FULL) 

Jakobson, Nicholas W 
Thursday, June 30, 2011 9:23 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL; EUR-SE-DL; NEA-Egypt; PM-CPMS; SES-0; Vasquez, Edgar J; Grubb, Jason 
B; Levin, Jan; Silverman, Robert J; Walles, Jacob; Sutphin, Paul R; Richter, Kim B; Worman, 
Patrick F; Zurcher. Kenneth M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); 
Marchese, Gregory M; l31ome, Donald A; Waters, John R; Pilz, Amanda C; Miller, Walter R; 
'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; 'Melissa Russell'; Jacobson, Michael N; Bilge, Kerem S; CA­
OCS-Duty; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Rodriguez, Hugo F: Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria; Greene, Elisa; 
George, Leah; Daniels, Cherrie S; Slakey, Monica M; Rudman, Mara; Reed, Julia G; Khoury­
Kincannon, Sahar; Bitar, Maher B; Norman, Marc E; Nardi, Margaret H; Smith. Daniel B 
(Athens); Miller, Thomas S (Athens); Lawton; Daniel J (Athens); Cockrell, John D (Athens); 
McKeever, Matthew X (Athens); Brandeis, Katherine L (Athens): Bass, Warren: Ried, Curtis R 
(USUN) 
Flotilla Update 

Embassy Athens - Per two Gaza flotilla websites, ;;a·;,engers on the u.s-:-iioai t--;-Gaza;-The Audo"""cityoj Hope; invited - r------.-~ 

§:eek and international mec!_i!..t~ ~f!~p~_c:~h_e boat on June 30 at 3:00 pm in P_e!am~ • ...§:~. The passengers note that 
they were inspected by Greek officials on Monday, June 27, but have not yet received notification of their findings. Gale 
Courey Toensing, a passenger on the American boat said to the media today, "Our voyage is totally transparent and we 
have nothing to hide. All we want to do is sail to Gaza with our cargo of letters from Americans to the people of Gaza. 
We are sulfur-free and ready to sail." Due to vandalism discovered Monday on the propeller of the Swedish-Greek 

vessel Juliano, flotilla participants have organized guard duty rosters for each ship that is due to sail for Gaza. The Juliano 
was towed for repairs to a shipyard at another port and should be ready to sail on July 1 pending another assessment by 

Greek officials. The Canadian ship, which an anonymous complaint also labeled unfit to sail, has been reinspected and 

received clearance as seaworthy. 

JERUSALEM (AP) - Organizers of a Gaza-bound flotilla say Israel has sabotaged a second ship. 

An activist told Israel's Army Radio that the engine of an Irish ship was damaged. 

Earlier this week, activists said Israel damaged the propeller of a Swedish ship in the Greek port of Piraeus. 

Israel has not commented on the allegations. 
About 10 ships are due to set sail this week from Greece. It's unclear if the damaged boats will delay things, 

Israel imposed a naval blockade after Hamas militants overran the Palestinian territory in 2007. 

It says it will not allow the flotilla to reach Gaza. 
Last year, an Israeli raid on a similar flotilla killed nine activists on a Turkish vessel. Each side blamed the other for the 

violence. 

ISRAEL RADIO NEWS 8:00 AM Hebrew Report 
• Flotillo ships: Organizers of the Gaza flotilla have accused Israel of sabotaging the ships and said that they would guard 

the ships currently anchored in Greece and Turkey. One organizer said the group erred by not making plans to secure 

the boats. Members of Ireland's For Gaza organization will hold a press conference in Dublin. Earlier, organizers accused 
Israel of sabotage against the Swedish ship Juliano. 

Sabotage and Delay 
Yedioth Ahronoth (p. 6) by Menahem Gantz (Athens) -- Did Israel sabotage one of the flotilla ships currently docked in a 
Turkish port? Last night there were reports that the Irish ship Saoirse is not seaworthy and will not be able to set sail in 

the coming days. A variety of sources told Yedioth Ahronoth that "without question this was sabotage, serious sabotage 

that was committed in Turkey's territorial waters." 

Members of the group that was supposed to set sail from the Turkish port checked the ship carefully, eventually 
confirming their suspicion that the incident was deliberate sabotage. It is not clear what the exact nature of the mishap 

was, but sources said yesterday that it was serious enough to prevent the Irish ship from taking part in the flotilla. 

Twenty-two people were scheduled to sail on the Saoirse. 
1 
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Flotilla spokespeople refused to confirm or deny the reports, but at the beginning of the week they pointed an 
accusing finger at Israel, claiming that "highly trained professionals" had attacked the boats in order to prevent the 
flotilla from getting under way. This followed a report on Monday that the propellers on the Swedish-owned vessel 
Juliano had been mysteriously sabotaged while anchored in Athens. 

"The longer we are held up Israel believes it will be able to dampen our motivation and our spirit, but they are 
mistaken," said Thomas Sommer-Houdeville, the French spokesman for the flotilla and one of the senior members of the 
international flotilla to Gaza. "There are several parliamentarians here, from several European capitals, journalists and 
activists, and not one of them will back down. I hope that we'll set sail soon." But as much as Thomas and his colleagues 
may hope, it is unlikely the flotilla will set sail this week. It will likely be pushed off to next week. 
Apart from the mysterious mishaps on the ships, the flotilla has encountered other difficulties as well. The general 

strike and riots in the streets of Athens, as well as other legal and administrative problems, have pushed the flotilla off. 
In the meanwhile activists continue to hold meetings and other gatherings, mainly in order to interest the media and to 
keep activists primed for a clash with IDF soldiers before they lose interest and abandon the ships. 

Thomas invites me to tour the Louise Michel, named for the French revolutionary, a legendary figure for the French left 
wing. "The IDF says there are chemical agents here. You're welcome to look for them," he said before introducing me to 
the captain and crew members. Although the Israeli claim referred to the French ship Dignity, there is no question that 
the presence of an Israeli journalist could serve the propaganda agenda for flotilla organizers. [Several French 
journalists] were invited to record and report on the Israeli visiting the peace-lovers' ship and seeing for himself that 
there were no weapons on board. 

The flotilla to Gaza was thought up by more than one person, but it is questionable whether it would have come to 
pass in its current format, or the format it used last year, without the involvement of Swedish-Israeli Dror Feiler (60). 
After the last flotilla Feiler was been banned from entering Israel for 10 years. "I'm not a religious man so I can't identify 
with the concept of shahid, but I am certainly prepared to sacrifice myself forthe values I believe in," Feiler said 
yesterday. He was with his 88-year-old mother, Pnina, who travelled from Israel to accompany her son on the flotilla. 

The elder Feiler did not flinch when she heard her son say was prepared to give his life for the Palestinian people. "[In 
Hebrew) we call this 'sanctifying God's name.' This is exactly the same thing," said Feiler, who was born in Poland and 
immigrated to Palestine in 1938. "We came to Israel despite the fact that we weren't Zionists," she clarified. Asked 
whether she is a Zionist now, she answered with a sharp "no." 

And what if the Palestinians you're fighting for betray you and kill you, the way they did to your friend Juliano Mer? "It 
could happen," said Dror Feiler. "But at least I'll know I acted in accordance with my principles." 

Is there anything positive you could say about Israel, without reservations? 
"Nope. It's in my nature to have reservations about everything," he said. 

Netanyahu to Greek Prime Minister: Stop the Flotilla 
Yedioth Ahronoth (p. 7) by ltamar Eichner-- Israel has asked the Greek authorities to prevent the departure of the flotilla 
from the Greek ports to the Gaza Strip. "We made it clear to the Greeks that it is inconceivable that while Turkey 
realizes the damage that the flotilla could cause it, and stopped its departure from Turkish territory, Greece, which is 
Israel's close friend, will enable the flotilla ships to set sail from its ports," said a high-ranking political official last night. 

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu spoke on the matter to his counterpart, Greek Prime Minister George 
Papandreou, who is very troubled these days by the acute crisis and the severe riots that are taking place in his 
country-but understands well the volatile potential of the flotilla waiting in his ports. Netanyahu asked Papandreou to 
take action similarly to the president of Cyprus, who issued a presidential order that barred the departure of the flotilla 
from Cypriot ports. 

The Greeks announced that after checking the legal aspects of the matter, it became clear that they were legally 
unable to stop the flotilla. At most, they said, they could delay its departure on various technical pretexts-but they 
could not prevent the ships from setting sail. 

Meanwhile, the port officials in Greece have been given instructions to harass the organizers of the flotilla: Every 
mishap or error in registration-causes delays in granting the permits necessary for departure. The Greeks are also 
searching closely for every malfunction in the flotilla ships that are in their territory, including shortages of safety 
equipment, fire extinguishers, first aid kits and the like. 

The bureaucratic delays that the Greeks are causing to the flotilla ships are not satisfactory to Israel, as is the 
courteous reply regarding the "legal inability" to stop the flotilla. Officials in Jerusalem made it clear to Athens that this 
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means that the current flotilla to Gaza would be the "Greek flotilla," and this is incompatible with the mutual interests of 
the two countries. "This is a flotilla of provocative terrorist elements," political officials told their Greek colleagues, "and 
its departure at this time could gravely damage the chances of renewing the peace process." 

Nicholas Jakobson 
Political-Military Affairs Officer 
Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 
Tel: 202-647-4386 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

Doutrich, Jack T 
Friday, January 07, 2011 5:08 PM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
FW: Mavi Marmara will sail again to Gaza 
image001.jpg 

Working 

Possible Mavi Marmara redux 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Schrank, Alexander D 
Sent: Friday, January 07, 2011 3:52 PM 
To: Riley, Robert J 
Subject: Mavi Marmara will sail again to Gaza 

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/n.php?n=mavi-marmara-arriving-to-istan!Jul-will-repeat-its-joumev-say-the-chief­
activist-2010-12-26 

Mavi Marmara will sail again to Gaza, head 
Turkish activist says 
Font Size: LargerlSma\ler 

Sunday, December 26, 2010 

iPEK EMEKSIZ 
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The vessel Mavi Marmara will rnake another attempt to 

break the blockade on the Gaza Strip a year following 
The area set aside for the welcome in Sarayburnu was fur/ of people carrying 

its ill-fated first journey, one of the main activists who 
Palestinian and Turkish llags, chanting slogans as the aid flotilla approached and 

commemorating the dead. DAILY NEWS photo, Emrah GOREL organized the trip said Sunday. 

Seven months after nine people were killed onboard a Gaza-bound aid fiotilla, the ship returned to Istanbul on 

Sunday, where it was welcomed in the Sarayburnu neighborhood with commemorations for those who died in Israeli 

commandos' May 31 attack as well as past victims of the Gaza blockade. 

"The fate of the Mavi Marmara will be determined by its owners' conscience. We will organize another trip to Gaza on 

May 31, the same date the raid happened this year, with a larger crew to draw interest to the embargo one more 

time," Omit S6nmez, the production branch coordinator of the Humanitarian Relief Foundation, or iHH, which 

organized the flotilla, told the HOrriyet Daily News & Economic Review. 

An additional 50 ships will accompany the Mavi Marmara on its next journey, Sonmez said, adding that the iHH has 

been receiving a lot of International support for its campaign. Asked whether the activists are afraid of experiencing 

another deadly incident, Sonmez said they only had to undergo that fear once, while the Palestinian people In Gaza 

and the West Bank experience it every day and should be liberated from their hardships. 

"Children should be able to go their schools without the fear of bombs. Of course, we have fear, but we think Israel 

will not demonstrate the same cruelty toward unarmed human-rights activists," he said. "If they attack, there is 

nothing to do. It's their choice. n 

The welcome for the Mavi Marmara came on the two-year anniversary of the start of Israel's noperation Cast Lead" 

against Gaza, something Sonmez said the IHH wanted the crowd gathered to see the ship to remember. "Many 

civilians lost their lives and suffered financial losses. This was an opportunity to remember them along with the Mavi 

Marmara," he said. 

The area set aside for the welcome in Sarayburnu was full of people carrying Palestinian and Turkish flags, chanting 

slogans as the aid fiotilla approached and commemorating the dead. 

Noting that the iHH's aim is not only to liberate people in Gaza, but also to support victims in the rest of the world 

regardless of their religion, race or ethnicity, sonmez said the Mavl Marmara could travel to Africa, the Philippines and 

Thailand in the future. 
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The iHH has in~tiated a project called "Nine Martyrs, Nine Monuments," under which it will construct schools, cultural 

centers or sport complexes in the hometowns of those who died to remind people of the risks they took, Chairman 

BO!ent Y1ldinm said. 

Noting that Israel-born Swedish human-rights activist Dror Feiler and Greek human activist Dimitris Plionis appeared 

onstage during the Mavl Marmara welcome, Y1ld1nm said the Israel government would draw reactions from Jews, 

Christians and Muslims if it engaged in another attack on Gaza. 

The Mavi Marmara will anchor for a week in Istanbul, where it will be open to group tours led by guides who 

experienced the May 31 incident." Following this, the vessel will be taken to a shipyard to undergo maintenance before 

next year's journey. "The bullet and blood traces are still left on the walls and seats," Sonmez said. 

Relatives of the victims and accredited press members wanted to board the ship in the northwestern province of 

<;;anakkale on Saturday and sail with it to Istanbul, but were prohibited from doing so at the last minute, according to 

Cihat Gokdemir, chairman of the Association for Human Rights and Solidarity for Oppressed Peoples, or Mazlum-Der. 

"The undersecretariat Of maritime affairs didn't allow it due to technical problems," he said. 

Alexander Schrank 
Turkey Desk Otlicer 
Office of Southern European Affairs (EUR/SE) 
U.S. Department of State 
tel: (202) 647-7581, fax: (202) 647-5087 

SBLI 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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From: svcsmartmfi 
Sent: 6/2/2010 2:54:37 AM 

To: SMART Core 

[RELEASED IN FULL! 

Subject: MGGZD1: ALGERIA MEDIA REACTION TO Gf'.:ZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

MRN: 
DatelDTG: 
From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 

TAGS: 
Captions: 
Sensitivity: 
Pass Line: 
Subject: 

UNCLAS ALGIERS 000526 

SIPDIS 
SENSITIVE 

10 ALGIERS 526 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 

Jun-02. 2010 I 020653Z JUN 10 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
WASHDC, SECSTATEIMMEDIATE 

12958 

PREL, KPAL, KWBG, PINR, AG, IS, GZ, PA 
SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 

Sensitive 
STATE FOR TASKFORCE MGGZ01, NEA/MAG, NEA/PPD, AND NEA/IPA. 

MGGZD1: ALGERIA MEDIA REACTION TO GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

STATE FOR TASKFORCE MGGZD1, NEA/MAG, NEA/PPD, AND NEA/IPA. 

E.O. 12958: NIA 
TAGS: PREL, KPAL, KWBG, PINR, AG. IS, GZ, PA 
SUBJECT: MGGZ01: ALGERIA MEDIA REACTION TO GAZA FLOTILLA 
INCIDENT 

SUMMARY 

1. (U) The May 31 Israeli attack on the Free Gaza Flotilla 
was on the front page of every newspaper in Algeria the 
following day. The co'lerage was widespread and universally 
condemned the attacks. Algerians are outraged about the · 
incident and have expressed particular concern over the 32 
Algerians that reportedly participated in the convoy. 
Editorials were numerous, and many placed blame not only on 
the lstaeli government but their "American and Western 
financiers." Another key theme in the editorial line was a 
sense of frustration with the Obama administration. One 
editorial asked when President Obama would reveal his new 
roadmap to settle the lsraeli-Palesttnian conflict, as called 
for in his Cairo speech; another opined that maybe the Noble 
Prize was awarded to President Obama prematurely. This is a 
markedly different line as journalists are often critical of 
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U.S. policies but have previously been positive about 
President Obama and his administration. 

COVERAGE 

2. (U) It was a rare day in Algeria when the state-owned, 
private, French language, and Arabic language press al\ ran 
exactly the :;;ame cover story. All of the stories were 
similar in their outrage and condemnation of the Israeli raid 
on the Gaza flotilla on May 31. More than one newspaper has 
called Israel a "hoodlum" state, and concern has been 
expressed for the 32 Algerians Who reportedly were in the 
convoy and are now believed being held in Israel. One French 
daily, the online "Tout Sur L'Algerle," has reported that the 
Algerian government has requested Jordan's assistance in 
repatriating the Algerians who were on the flotilla. Many 
papers expressed their anger and said that. once again, the 
Arabs are angry, but ''En~Nahar" used a well-known Arab 
proverb that says "talking is free." Many newspapers said 
that the time for talking was over and the tirne for action 
was now. In the largest newspaper in the country 
"Echourouk'', a cartooni:;;t ran a drawing of an Arab ostrich 
with its head in the water while the vessel was being 
attacked. This cartoon expressed the general sentiment of 
frustration toward Arab leadership and the overall state of 
play that was very common in all of the reporting. 

EDITORIAL 

3. (U) The editorials in all of the largest French and Arabic 
language newspapers expressed the same themes of outrage 
towards Israel and the West's tepid condemnation of the 
attacks. "Sawt al~Ahrar" the official paper of the ruling 
party, ran an editorial saying that western governments were 
complicit in the attacks due to their unwavering support for 
Israel. One of the largest French language dailies in the 
country, "liberte," wrote a similar piece but also questioned 
the "real value" of all of President Obama's promises. 
"Liberle's" piece added that the U.S. role a:;; Israel's 
complacent ally does not serve the Jong~term interest of the 
U.S. in the Middle East. "Liberte" and another French 
language daily, "Le Quotidien d'Oran," called Obama's 
reaction to the incident "embarrassed." A cornmon theme in 
the editorials in the French, Arabic, government-run, and 
private newspapers was the expectation of a stronger reaction 
from the West, especially the United State:;;. 

COMMENT 

4. (SBU) Only time, Israeli actions. and our public reaction 
will tell where the editorial lines of Algerian papers will 
be in tt)e coming week. How the USG responds to this crisis 
will dramatically affect public opinion in Algeria if not the 
region. Currently. we are being portrayed here as not 
taking a tough enough stance towards Israel. There are 
conflicting media reports about two Algerian qsualties on 
the flotilla. If these reports turn out to be true, we can 
expect to see even harsher anti-Israel commentary that will 
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inevitably have a sharper anti~American complement. End 
Comment. 
PEARCE 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Call, Christopher D 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 10:10 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
Daniels, Cherrie S 

Subject: FW: Norway press on Israel/Gaza fiotilla incident 

Please see below for Norwegian reactions to the Gaza flotilla incident . 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Daniels, Cherne 5 
sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 1:10 PM 
To: Call, Christopher D 

• 

CC: Selinger, Thomas B; Slakey, Monica M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Peterson, Julie Anne; Krarup, Juliet Gole; Darnell, 
Stephanie R; Naess, Petter 
Subject.: Norway press on Israel/Gaza flotilla incident 

Chris - could you share these excerpts of US embassy oslo's press brief today with the monitoring group on gaza? (info 
should be in the cable establishing the monitoring group.) 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Naess, Petter 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 11:05 AM 
Subject: Oslo press brief, Tuesday, June 1 

Oslo press briefing Tuesday, June 1, 2010 

News/commentary 

Israel Prime Minister Stoltenberg's office released the following yesterday under the headline Military attacks on 
civilian activists are completely unacceptable 
"We are shocked by the news that Israeli naval farces have attacked ships with humanitarian aid to Gaza0 Prime Minister 
Jens Stoltenberg said commenting on the boarding of an aid convoy to Gaza .-An independent international 
investigation of what actoally happened must take place as soon as possible. Foreign Minister StfiJre will take this up 
today with the UN Secretary General, "said Stoltenberg. Norway has repeatedly called for end to the blockade.· There are 
Norwegian citizens on board the convoy. Norwegian authorities are monitoring the situation and are there to endeavor 
to assist the Norwegian citizens. 

When asked whether the government has considered recalling the Norwegian ambassador to Israel Stoltenberg 
responded: "No, it's a question of needing, especially in times like these, channels to convey Norwegian views." 
Norwegian media, political parties and opinion generally condemn the Israeli commandeering of the Gaza bound relief 
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convoy (see editorials), though with varying degrees of forcefulness. Even Frp, probably Norway's most pro-Israel party, 
condemns the boarding of the ship in international waters and endorses an investigation into the circumstances. VG's 
editorial merely notes that Israel has repeatedly demonstrated that it cares little about international response to its 
actions, and that contradictory testimony makes it unclear what actually happened during the boarding of the ship. VG 
endorses the UN and EU demand for a full investigation. DN's editorial notes that Israeli recalcitrance in the face of 
international opinion is well-known. Although Israel's version of the events that led to loss of life is probably more 
accurate than reports coming from the other side, the operation was yet another public relations catastrophe for Israel. 
NUPI director Jan Egeland says Israel's actions are "spectacularly unwise" (DN38), and that only North Korea behaves in 
a comparable way in international waters. SV's Kristin Halvorsen says "Everyone should follow Norway's example and 
refuse to buy arms from Israel. It doesn't have a great impact when we alone do it, but the situation we have now is 
intolerable." Halvorsen demurs when asked what other measures should be implemented (that should be the subject of 
an international debate) but says an international weapons boycott would be effective. AP secretary Raymond Johansen 
warns against a boycott: "This is not a time for foolishness, or sanctions. Israel's ambassador has been called in on the 
carpet, but we need diplomatic ties. Prior.ity number one is to have the blockade lifted and ensure that agricultural 
products from Gaza can get out." Media unanimously condemn Israel's jamming of cell phones and black-out on 
reporting from the scene. 

AFT=Aftenposten 
VG=VG 
DB=Dagbladet 
DA=Dagsavisen 
DN=Dagens Nreringsliv 
KK= Klassekampen 
c=cover 

Petter Nress 
Information Resource Director 
American Embassy 
Office of Public Affairs 
Henrik lbsens gate 48 
0244 Oslo, Norway 
47 21308802 
fax 4 7 22440436 
naessp@state.gov <mailto:naessp@slate.gov> 
http://norway.usembassy.gov 
Don't forget, ESTA went into effect January 12, 2009 
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From: Tarar, Humza I 
Sent: 7/21/2010 7:28:59 AM 
To: SMART Core 
Subject: No Rise in Anti-Semitism in UAE After Gaza Flotilla Incident 

MRN: 
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Action: 

E.O.: 

TAGS: 
Captions: 

Reference: 

Pa$S Line: 
Subject: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 ABU DHABI 968 
Jul 21, 2010 / 211127Z JUL 10 

AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
WASHOC, SECSTATEROUnNE 

13526 

PHUM, PGOV, OPRC. KPAO, AE 
SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 
A) 10 STATE 72296 
B) 10 ABI/ DH@uQa 
C) 10 ABl,J DHABI 734 

FOR ELIJAH LOGSDON DRUIRF, AND FOR MARIA"SISK NEA/ARP 
No Rise in Anti-Semitism in UAE After Gaza Flotilla Incident 

1. (U} Post is not aware of any incidents of anti-Semitism In the media as defined in reftel A. COMMENT: While the media 
has harshly criticized Israel, and e1Jen the USG (see reftels Band C), news coverage and op-eds do not meet the 
Department's definition of anti-Semitism. END COMMENT. 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

From: Hackworth, Jason K 

Goldberger, Thomas H 
Friday, June 04, 2010 4:59 PM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
FW: Irish FM Statement from today on Rachel Corrie 

Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 3:39 PM 
To: Goldberger, Thomas H; Dwyer, Stuart A; Cormack, Maureen E 
Subject: Irish FM Statement from today on Rachel Corrie 

Statement by Minister Martin on the Rachel Corrie 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Micheal Martin, T.D. has issued the following statement: 

"The Government has made clear that it believes that the Rachel Corrie should be allowed to proceed to Gaza 
and to unload its humanitarian cargo. Those on board the Rachel Corrie have indicated that they are ready to 
accept inspection of their cargo at sea, prior to docking in Gaza. However, the Israeli government has stated 
that it is not willing to allow any breach of their naval blockade of Gaza. 

As the Rachel Corrie continues to approach Gaza, the Government's primary concern is the safety of Irish 
citizens and others on board. We are also conscious of the urgent need to address the humanitarian concerns of 
the people of Gaza, the desirability of reducing international tensions following the violent storming of 
humanitarian supply vessels by Israeli commandos earlier this week, and the obligation of States to respect the 
right to peaceful protest. 

Acting on these considerations, I sought through various contacts to secure an agreement which would ensure 
the safety of those on board the Rachel Corrie, allow them to make their protest, and provide for the delivery to 
Gaza of the Rachel Corrie's full cargo. 

On Friday morning, an understanding was reached with the Israeli government whereby the Rachel Corrie 
would have approached the Israeli exclusion zone before accepting diversion to the Israeli port of Ashdod. At 
Ashdod, the cargo would have been unloaded and inspected under the supervision of UN and officials from the 
Irish Aid Division of my Department. The entire cargo, including what is understood to be 550 tonnes of 
cement, would then have been transported to Gaza. Two persons from the Rachel Corrie would have been 
permitted to accompany the cargo to the Israeli border crossing into Gaza at Erez. 
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In my view, such an arrangement would have offered a useful precedei:it for future humanitarian shipments, 
pending the complete lifting of the blockade. 

This proposal was put to those on board the Rachel Corrie who, on Friday afternoon, after careful consideration 
and having thanked the Government for its efforts, declined to accept it. I fully respect their right to do so and 
to continue their protest action by seeking to sail to Gaza. 

If, as is their stated intention, the Israeli government intercepts the Rachel Corrie, the Government demands that 
it demonstrate every restraint. Those on board the Rachel Corrie have made clear their peaceful intentions and 
have stated that they will offer no resistance to Israeli forces. Based on these assurances, there can be no 
justification for the use of force against any person on board the Rachel Corrie. 

The Government also urges the Israeli Government to ensure the transfer to Gaza of the entire cargo of the 
Rachel Corrie, including cement which is urgently needed for the reconstruction of Gaza. The Government 
continues to call on Israel to lift its blockade of Gaza. Pending that, Israel should immediately facilitate the 
import into Gaza of all goods, other than weapons." 

ENDS 

04 June 2010 

Jason K. Hackworth 
Desk Officer for Ireland and Northern Ireland 
(202) 647-6585 phone. 
(202) 647-3459 fax · 
hackworthjk@state.gov 

AS OUTLINED IN THE PROVISIONS OF E.0.12958 THIS E-MAIL IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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[RELEASED IN FULL) 

law, Rosemary C 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tuesday, June 01, 201 O 3:47 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
FW: What about the last ship? 

From: Levin, Jan 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 3:46 AM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
Cc: Grubb, Jason B 
Subject: RE: What about the last ship? 

We've heard that a Thursday arrival is anticipated; last word we heard through DATI is that Israelis have not yet decided 
how to respond. 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 10:45 AM 
To: Levin, Jan; Grubb, Jason B 
Subject: What about the last ship? 

Israel's navy, meanwhile, says it is ready to stop another aid ship headed to Gaza, playing down the prospect of 
its forces shying from another confrontation. 

Israel's Army Radio reported the MV Rachel Conie, a converted merchant ship, would reach Gazan waters by 
Wednesday. 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

from: OpsAlert 

[RELEASED IN FULL] 

Schwedt, Miriam 
Monday, May 31, 2010 12:20 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
Fw: Israeli forces reportedly board aid flotilla ship (SBU) 

Sent: Mon May 31 00:02:03 2010 
Subject: Israeli forces reportedly board aid flotilla ship (SBU) 

(SBU) Israeli warships have intercepted and reportedly boarded one of the six ships carrying aid for Palestinians, possibly 
killing at least two and wounding an unknown number of people on board, al-Jazeera and Turkish television report. 

Automatic electronic distribution to: S, D(S), D(L), P, E, C, M, DG, T, R, PA, G, AF, EAP, EUR, NEA, SCA, WHA, 10, 
S/CRS, S/CT, H, DS, CA, PMAT, INR, llP, lSN,.CMS, S/ES, SIES-0, NSOC, and WHSR. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

FYI. 

Jeffrey Feltman 
Assistant Secretary 

Feltman, Jeffrey D 
Tuesday, June 08, 2010 1:08 PM 
NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL 
Connelly, Maura 
FW: Jeff--results from our June 7 Israeli snap poll--please c below and attached--Thanks, 
Adam 
PMEP June 7 2010 Snap Poll of Israel Top Line.pd! 

Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs 
Department of Stale 
202-647-7209 

From: ampechter@hotmail.com [mailto:ampechter@hotmail.com] On Behalf Of Adam Pechter 
Sent: Tuesday, June 08, 2010 1:07 PM 
To: Feltman, Jeffrey D 
Subject: Jeff--results from our June 7 Israeli snap poll--please c below and attached--Thanks, Adam 

Strong Israeli support for Netanyahu, ship boarding and Gaza blockade; strong Israeli dissatisfaction 
with American reaction and President Obama 

Princeton, NJ (June 8, 2010)-Pechter Middle East Polls (PMEP) releases data from a telephone nationally 
representative survey in Hebrew of 500 Israeli Jews conducted June 7, 2010. The margin of error is+/- 4%. 

The poll was undertaken in the aftermath of the May 31, 2010 Israeli ship boarding in international waters off 
Gaza that left nine activists dead and several Israeli commandos injured. 

Eighty five percent (85%) of the respondents indicated that Israel either did not use enough force (39%) or the 
right amount of force (46%) regarding the recent ship boarding incident. Only eight percent (8%) of 
respondents felt that Israel used too much force. Sixty one percent (61 %) felt that Israel should not adjust its 
tactics to elicit a more favorable international reaction. 

Seventy three percent (73%) of those polled indicated that Israel should not open up Gaza to international 
. humanitarian shipments. A majority, fifty nine percent (59%) responded that they definitely should not open 
Gaza to international humanitarian shipments. A majority of those polled, fifty six percent (56%) indicated that 
Israel should not agree to an international inquiry committee to investigate the incident? 

Responding to rumors that Turkish PM Erdogan, is planning to come in person on a ship accompanied by 
Turkish Navy in order to break through the closure, seventy five percent (75%) of those polled indicated that 
Israel should stop him whatever it takes. Regarding news reports that Iran is planning to send Red Crescent 
ships to Gaza, eighty four percent (84%) of those polled srud stop them whatever it takes. 

Political leaders fared differently in the poll. Fifty three percent (53%) were satisfied with the job Prime 
Minister Netanyahu did while only forty one percent (41 %) were satisfied with Defense Minister Ehud Barak's 
performance. Seventy one percent (71%) disliked U.S. President Barak Obama with forty seven percent (47%) 
saying that they strongly dislike him. In all, sixty three percent (63%) of those polled were dissatisfied with the 
American government's reaction to the incident. 
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More complete results of the survey will be posted on pechterpolls.com. 

About Pechter Middle East Polls 
Pechter Middle East Polls (PMEP) was founded with the purpose of creating a more accurate, meaningful 
portrait of public opinion in the Middle East, North Africa, South Asia and select other countries. Over the last 
year, PMEP has conducted snap polls of Saudi Arabia, Egypt (2), Iraq, Jordan (2) and Lebanon. 

Contact: Adam Pechter, President PMEP 
+I 609.759.0550 
ampechter@pechterpolls.com 

rs1dam M. Poehler 
uresident 

66 Witherspoon Street #405 
Princeton, NJ. 08542 
Tel: +1 609.759.0550 
www.oechteroolls.com 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

FYI 

[RELEASED IN FULL[ 

Sullivan, John L 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 11 :57 PM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
FW: UPDATE: 124 Gaza aid flotilla activists arrive in Jordan 

124 Gaza aid flotilla activists arrive in Jordan 
DALE GAVLAK,Associated Press Writer 

ALLENBY BRIDGE, Joxdan (AP) - Dozens of pro-Palestinian activists detained in the Israeli 
raid on the Gaza aid flotilla arrived in Jordan on Wednesday after being deported from 
neighboring Israel, Jordanian officials said. 

The 124 activists from 12 Muslim nations - most of them without diplomatic ties with 
Israel - crossed the Allenby B~idge aboard five Jordanian buses. 

The bridge across the Jordan River is under Israeli control. It links Jordan with the 
West Bank. 

Jordanian government spokesman Nabil Al-Sharif said there were 30 Jordanians in the 
group. Jordan is one of two Arab nations with a signed peace treaty with Israel. 

The bridge's Jordanian chief, Brig. Mahmoud Abu Jumaa, said Jordan will help repatriate 
the activists - who include lawmakers and journalists - to their respective countries in 
coordination with their governments. 

Kuwaiti ambassador Sheik Faisal Al Sabah said there were 16 Kuwaitis aboard the buses. 
11 They will be flown home aboard a Kuwaiti government-chartered plane later Wednesday. 11 Al 
Sabah said. 

He said the other activists came from Azerbaijan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, Algeria, 
Morocco, Mauritania, Yemen, Oman and Bahrain. 

Dozens of other activists remain in Israeli detention, but most are expected to be 
deported in the coming days. 

Worldwide condemnation has poured on Israel since its naval commandos halted the aid 
flotilla in international waters overnight Monday, setting off a melee that left nine 
activists dead and dozens wounded. Turkey, an unofficial backer of the flotilla, has led 
the criticism, accusing Israel of committing a "massacre, 11 and the U.N. Security Council 
demanded an impartial investigation. 

Media Analysis and Watch Center 
USSTRATCOM Foreign Media Analysis Program 
SOS International Ltd. 
www.sosiltd.com 

For additional infonnation, please visit the SOSi USSTRATCOM FMA portal at http://fina.sosiltd.com/secure/~SID~SECF83EFBEF. 
Once registered, you may access FMA products and manage your subscriptions. Write to helpdeskfn1a@sosiltd.com or call 703-483-
4898 for assistance. 

To unsubscnbe from this list, please use the following link: [**REPORT_UNSUBSCRIBE _L!NK .. ] 
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SOS International Ltd. E-mail Disclaimer. 
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law, Rosemary C !RELEASED IN FULL! 

From: Schwedl, Miriam 
Sent: Monday, May 31. 2010 11 :56 AM 
To: NEA-IPA-DL . 
Cc: NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
Subject: FW: UAE Reactions to Israeli Actions against Relief Flotilla 

From: Greene, Douglas C 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 8:14 AM 
To: McGovern, Bridget (Helen-Mary) 
Cc: Specht, Linda; Steinfeld, Andrew W; Nuutinen, Aaron A; Pike, Steven L; .Cooper, Susannah E; Abu Dhabi Front Office; 
Siberell, Justin H; Gavito, Jennifer D; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
Subject: UAE Reactions to Israeli Actions against Relief FlotOla 

Bridget, 

The Amb is on his way out to pick up Secretary Napolitano at the airport, but wanted me to pass on initial UAE reactions 
to this morning's clash between Israeli commandos and passengers/crew on ships belonging to the Gaza Relief Flotilla. 

A very well connected contact told the Ambassador that the UAEG expects an Arab League call for immediate cessation 
of Palestinian peace talks with the Israelis. The UAE will not object. Beyond AL or GCC statements, the UAE is likely to 
issue its own statement on the incident. We'll forward that when we receive it. 

Please copy us (in blackberry readable form) on all statements out of Washington -White House or Department- on 
today's events. We fully expect that the regional Aviation Security Conference Sec. Napolitano is here to attend (mostly 
Arab League members, and Iran invited -though not clear if all will attend) will be dominated by discussion of this 
incident. 

Thanks, 
Doug 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Netos, Eleftherios E 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 2:42 PM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
FW: Republic of Cyprus President's Remarks on the Gaza Flotilla 

PRESlDENT CHRlSTOFlAS DENOUNCES ISRAELI ASSAULT AGAINST 
FLOTILLA 

CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY has reported that President Christofias said that the Government of 
Cyprus has denounced the Israeli assault against the flotilla of activists carrying humanitarian 
aid to Gaza, expressing the belief that Israel would be condemned by the international 
community for the death of so many people. 

"No one is happy, first of all with the continuing blockade that followed the attack against Gaza 
in December 2008, which had catastrophic results for the Palestinians," he said, adding that "the 
ongoing blockade violates international law and challenges everyone's human rights." 

Therefore, he underlined, "the position of principle of the Government of Cyprus is known: the 
killing of people is condemnable for any one of us; the loss of life of civilians constitutes a 
criminal act." 

"The Government of Israel must retreat because 'it will be condemned by the whole world. The 
Government of the Republic of Cyprus cannot afford not to denounce these acts." 

Invited to say whether he had any contacts with any of his counterparts or other officials of EU 
member states, President Christofias said that "the EU has already reacted," but that he hadn't 
held any telephone communication oii this issue. "However," he added, "I am sure that other 
international organizations and the UN will react." 

Christofias denied press reports that the decision of the Government not to allow the flotilla to 
use the ports of Cyprus en route to Gaza was because of hydrocarbon reserves in the Eastern 
Mediterranean and the setting of the Cyprus-Israel boundaries of their Exclusive Economic 
Zones. "No one can stop people's imagination," he said. 

Invited to comment on the vital interests the Government of Cyprus has evoked regarding the 
ban of the use of the Cyprus ports, Christofias said, "we have not evoked them, but there are 
vital interests: the occupation of Cyprus, the problems we constantly face regarding Turkey's 
acts towards a number of countries, including Israel, regardless of the fact that Turkey is in 
confrontation with Israel now." 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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"When the Israeli attack on Gaza took place in December, we took a position that was clearer 
i:tnd tougher than the positions of many Arab countries, and we did so consciously. From there 
on," he said, "when the Republic of Cyprus runs the risks it was running, and calls and asks 
those who were undertaking the initiative to break the blockade to avoid using the Cypriot 
ports, I believe, having in mind the history of the position of the Republic of Cyprus and mine 
personally, that they should have respected us. Unfortunately, they did not respect us and I am 
sorry about that. They could have sailed from ports of other countries that would have given 
them permission." 

Replying to repeated questions whether the Government of Cyprus or he personally were aware 
· of the determination of the Israelis to attack the flotilla, and therefore the policy of the 
Government changed in order to protect the activists, he said that he could not have known this 
and that "the Government has not changed any policy." · 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Sachar, Alon (NENIPA) 
Wednesday, June 24, 2009 7:47 PM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
Fw: Press Release: FREE GAZ.A SAILS TODAY - BOAT BY BOAT 
image001.jpg; image002.jpg 

From: Angela Godfrey-Goldstein <angela@icahd.org> 
To: angela@icahd.org <angela@lcahd.org> 
Sent: Wed Jun 24 18: 10:43 2009 

Subject: Press Release: FREE GAZA SAILS TODAY - BOAT BY BOAT 

For Immediate Release 

Boat by Boat 
Contact: Greta Berlin, Cyprus: +357 99 081 767 lristulip@gmail.com 
Angela Godfrey Goldstein, Jerusalem: 0547 366 393 angela@icahd.org 

(25 June 2009) The Free Gaza Movement will depart from Larnaca Port for the Gaza Strip at lOam today, 
Thursday 25 June. We are sending two ships, the Free Gaza and the Spirit of Humanity, with 3 tons of medical 
supplies, 15 tons of cement, suitcases full of toys, crayons and coloring books for children, as well as human 
rights workers and journalists from 14 countries, including Nobel laureate Mairead Maguire and former U.S. 
Congresswoman and presidential candidate Cynthia McKinney. This will be our first attempt to challenge 

Israel's naval blockade dn Gaza by sea since the Israeli Navy brutally rammed our boat, DIGNITY, in December, 
and nearly sank the SPIRIT.OF HUMANITY with all on board in January. 

We shall hold a press conference at Larnaca Port between 9-10 am, prior to departure. 

For more information, please contact Greta Berlin or Ramzi Kysia at +357 99 081 767, friends@freegaza.org 

The Free Gaza Movement will sail 240 miles from Cyprus to Gaza, its eighth mission to break Israel's draconian 
siege on 1.5 million Palestinians. Two of the organizers, Huwaida Arraf and Greta Berlin, as well as the 
Honorable Cynthia McKinney, former U.S. Congresswoman from Georgia, held a press conference this week in 
Doha, Qatar, calling on the world to recognize the Palestinians' human and civil rights, rights that have been 
denied for 61 years. (See link below for You Tube/ Al Jazeera press conference coverage.) 

"People in Gaza are being made to live in subhuman conditions. Children are dying, and governments are 
silent. It is important to continue sending boats to Gaza to challenge the criminal blockade enforced by the 
Israeli military," said Ms. Arraf. The group emphasized that what they are taking is only a token of what the 
people of Gaza need. They are hoping to buy a cargo boat, to bring in larger amounts of building supplies via 
the sea route they aim to open. They ask for the financial support of people around the world to purchase this 
ship. 

Speaking to Al Jazeera and eight other news organizations, Ms Arraf emphasized, "International donors 
pledged over $4bn to rebuild Gaza, yet none of them are doing a thing about the fact that Israel allows no 
building supplies into the territory. So 36 of us from 16 countries are leaving on Thursday to tell the world to 
do something." 
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When asked what guarantees the group has received from the Israeli government, both Berlin and Arraf 
frowned. "We do not seek permission from or coordinate with the Israeli authorities. Israel has grossly abused 
its authority as an occupying power, daily violating the human rights of Palestinians, and imposing collective 
punishment on them. It is past time for the international community to stop abetting Israel's illegal closure 
policy." stated Ms. Arraf. The group intends to go at least three times over the summer, June 25th, July 14th 
and August 16th, near the anniversary of the first successful voyage. 

#####11###11 

The Free Gaza Movement, a human rights group, sent two boats to Gaza in August 2008. These were the first 
international boats to land in the port in 41 years. Since August, four more voyages have been successful, 
taking Parliamentarians, human rights workers, and other dignitaries to witness the effects of Israel's 
draconian policies on the civilians of Gaza. On December 30, their boat, the DIGNITY, was rammed three 
times while 90 nautical miles out, in international waters, on its way to deliver emergency medical supplies to 
the people of Gaza, while under the infamous attack by Israel. 

Contact the Free Gaza Movement at www.freegaza.org 

PASSENGER LIST (individual details available at the website) 

Kathy Sheetz (US) 
Alex Hamilton (UK) 
John Klusmire (US) 
lshmahil Blagrove {Jamaica, UK) 
Peter Eyre {UK) 
Ahmed Masood (Palestine) 

Jason Athanasi~dis (Greece) 
Davide Pecorelli (Italy) 
Adam Shapiro (US) 
Cynthia McKinney (US) 
Derek and Jenny Graham (Ireland) 
Lubna Marsawa (Palestine, Israel) 
Mairead Maguire (Ireland) 
Denis Healey (UK, Cyprus) 
Fathi Jaouadi (Tunisia, UKf 
Theresa McDermott {Scotland) 
Huwaida Arraf (Palestine, Israel, US) 
Adam Qvist {Denmark) 
Mary Hughes Thompson (Canada) 
David Schermerhorn (US) 
Waltraud Schauer (Austria) 

Doha Press Conference on June 22"d: www.youtube.com/watch ?v=dWl-SKOBo3o 
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From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Miller, James N 
7/18/201111:51:30AM 

svcSMARTCrossLow 

Subject: French yacht from grounded flotilla sails for Gaza 

French yacht from grounded flotilla sails for Gaza 
10:58am EDT 
By Nida\ al-Mu9.!lrfilli 

GAZA (Reuters) - A French yacht carrying pro-Palestinian activists sailed for the Gaza Strip Monday after other ships in a flotilla that had 
planned to challenge Israel's blockade were grounded in Greece, organizers said. 

They said the 17-passenger"Dignite~AIKarama," having declared an Egyptian port as its official destination, left Greek waters Sunday and 
was on course to reach the Palestinian enclave by Tuesday. 

"It is now the voice of the whole Freedom Flotilla, as all its ships were forbidden to sail by the Greek government thereby fulfilling a clear 
demand by the Israeli government." said a statement issued by French campaigners aligned with the umbrella Free Gaza Movement 

Passenger Dror Feiler said the yacht planned to dock in Gaza at around noon Tuesday. "We don't want to sail at night," he told Reuters via 
satellite telephone. 

Israel, whose marines killed nine Turkish activistG while storming a Gaza-bound flotilla on the Mediterranean high seas last year, has 
vowed to stop any neW attempt to breach a naval blockade it deems necessary to prevent arms from reaching the ruling Palestinian 
lslamist group Hames. 

"If this boat is on its way to Gaza, which is a breach of international maritime law. and it is trying a provocative act, yes, we will intercept it." 
Deputy Israeli Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon told foreign journalists in Jerusalem. 

"But I assure you that we will try our best to make all those on board very comfortable." 

Activist vessels that had berthed in Greece last month were refused pennission by local authorities to sail on to Gaza. Two were turned 
back by the coast guard after leaving port without authorization. Organizers said two boats were also sabotaged. 

Greta Berlin of the Free Gaza Movement said the Dignite-A1Karame had declared Alexandria, Egypt, as its destination "in order to get out 
of Greece." 

"But you can change destinations in the middle Ofthf! Mediterranean, any time you want io," she said. "It's legal to do that." 

Palestinians and their supporters consider the Gaza blockade ilJegal and say it stunts the economic development of the territory, most of 
whose 1.5 million residents rely on aid to survive. 

(Writing by Dan Williams; Editing b~ Tim Pearce) 

James N. Miller 
Political Affairs 
U.S. Embassy Paris 

millerjn@state.gov 
+33 (0)1.43.12.25.75 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

/RELEASED IN FULL) 

Jakobson, Nicholas W 
Wednesday, June 29, 2011 10:39 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL; EUR-SE-DL; NEA-Egypt; PM-CPMS; SES-0; Vasquez, Edgar J; Grubb, Jason 
B; Levin, Jan; Silverman, Robert J; Walles, Jacob; Sutphin, Paul R; Richter, Kim B; Worman, 
Patrick F; Zurcher, Kenneth M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); 
Marchese, Gregory M; Blome, Donald A; Waters, John R; Pilz, Amanda C; Miller, Walter R; 
'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; 'Melissa Russell'; Jacobson, Michael N; Bilge, Kerem S; CA­
OCS-Duty; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Rodriguez, Hugo F; Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria; Greene, Elisa; 
George, Leah; Daniels, Cherrie S; Slakey, Monica M; Rudman, Mara; Reed, Julia G; Khoury­
Kincannon, Sahar; Bitar, Maher B; Norman, Marc E; Nardi, Margaret H; Smith, Daniel B 
(Athens); Miller, Thomas S (Athens); Lawton, Daniel J (Athens); Cockrell, John D (Athens); 
McKeever, Matthew X (Athens); Brandeis, Katherine L (Athens); Bass, Warren; Ried, Curtis R 
(USUN) 
FW: FLOTILLA ADVANCE: SPECIAL FORCES APPROVED -- IL RADIO 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Blaukopf, Ruth B 
Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 201110:30 AM 
To: Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Zuckerman, Eve; Zeroubavely, Sandra S; Elisha Saltoun, Tamara T; Burnett, David 
R; Daniel_B._Shapiro@nsc.eop.gov; Goldberger, Thomas H; NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; Otto, Jeffrey L; Tel Aviv ECON; 
Cunningham, James B; Berns, David B; DeJuana, carlos A; Eussen, Matthew; Grubb, Jason B; Levin, Jan; Lurie, Mike D; 
Nelson, Timothy (Tel Aviv); .Parsell, Benjamin C; Silverman, Robert J; Surowicz, Mireille M; Tel Aviv PD Press Section DL 
Subject: FLOTILLA ADVANCE: SPEGAL FORCES APPROVED -- IL RADIO 

IL RADIO REPORTS THAT THE MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE ON SECURITY AFFAIRS [SECURITY CABINET] HAS 
APPROVED THE INTEGRATION OF MEMBERS OF THE MASSADA UNIT WITHIN THE PRISON SERVICE IN THE 
FORCE TO BE USED TO BLOCK THE FLOTILLA. 

IL RADIO SAYS THE UNIT IS AN ELITE FORCE WHICH SPECIALISES IN TAKING SWIFT CONTROL OF PRISON 
RIOTS. ITS MEMBERS ARE TRAINED IN THE USE OF NON-LETHAL WEAPONRY. 

IL RADIO ADDS THAT THE SECURITY CABINET ALSO EMPOWERED INTERNAL SECURITY MINISTER 
AHARONOVITCH TO AUTHORISE THE USE OF FEMALE BORDER POLICE OFFICERS TO DEAL WITH WOMEN ON 
BOARQ THE FLOTILLA VESSELS. 

fuith 

/REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

from: OpsNewsTicker 

Conlon, Steven M 
Tuesday, July 05, 2011 8:44 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
FW: Spanish Embassy in Greece Occupied by Gaza Flotilla Protesters (Bloomberg) 

Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2011 8:43 AM 
To: NEWS-EUR; NEWS-NEA 
Cc: SES-0_05; SES-O_Shift-II; SES-O_CMS 
Subject: Spanish Embassy in Greece Occupied by Gaza Flotilla Protesters (Bloomberg) 

A THENS (Bloomberg) - Protesters occupied Spain's embassy in Athens in support of a demand that ships be 
allowed to sail to the Gaza Strip from Greek ports, an embassy spokeswoman said. 

About seven protesters entered the embassy at 12:30 p.m., the spokeswoman, who declined to be identified, said 
by telephone. The group, who would have been with a flotilla that was prevented from setting sail at the 
weekend, want Spain to support the lifting of a Greek government ban on ships leaving the country's ports 
bound for Gaza, the spokeswoman said. 

Greece banned ships from sailing to the Gaza Strip to break Israel's blockade on July I. The government 
ordered the coastguard to take "all appropriate measures" to enforce the decision. 

Israel said it won't allow the flotilla to reach the Barnas- controlled Gaza Strip. A similar attempt by a previous 
flotilla ended in violence in which nine Turks were killed on May 31 last year. 

News Tickers alert senior Department aff1Cials to breaking news. This item appears as ii did Jn ns original publication and does nol contain analysis or commentary 
by Department soun:;es. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Categories: 

/RELEASED IN FULL) 

Levin, Jan 
Thursday, June 09, 2011 6:10 AM 
Sutphin, Paul R; Sindle, James M; Hale, David M; Jacoby, Julia I; 'Harrington, Kimberly D CIV 
JCS J5 ME'; 'Kumar, Prem G.'; 'Steven_N_Simon@nss.eop.gov'; Baumert, Kevin A; Tyson, 
Paul H; Holliday, Gregory X 
Grubb, Jason B; Silverman, Robert J; Goldberger, Thomas H; Hood, Jeffrey L; Palm, Robert 
H; Cyril, Todd A; Edgington, Jason K 
FW: Flotilla Photos Vindicate Israel - Defense/Middle East - Israel News - Israel National 
News 

Working 

Folks: Attached please find links to two websites which display photos allegedly showing participants on last year's Mavi 
Marn1ara flotilla bnmdishing lethal weapons. These photos have just become public. Embassy Tel Aviv cannot vouch for 
their veracity. 

Would appreciate your assistance adding people to this distro as appropriate, especially among our DOD colleagues. 

Thanks, 
Jan 

http:l/news.nanal O.co.il/Article/?ArliclelD=806423 
"The pictures show activists armed with guns on board of the Marmara. The first one holds a short 
arm, probably a submachine gun. The second activist waves with a pistol or a short gun. In one of the 
pictures MK Hanin Zoavi (Salad) is to be seen. She does no! appear on !he pictures with armed 
activists, but she was in the same area, her picture was taken a minute after one of the above 
mentioned pictures. IDF Spokesperson said these pictures did not uncover'new facts that had been 
unknown. The fact that two soldiers of the naval commando got injured by open fire shootings is 
known to everyone who has dealt investigating this event , 

http:l/www.mako.co.il/news~militarv/security/Article-
l b37f4b4a27 603 l 004.htm &sCh=31750a26 lOf26 l l O&pld,,2082585621 
Yediot Aharonot published pictures showing two Turkish IHH activists, holding a rifle and a pistol. a few 
moments before IDF soldiers got on board. The incriminating pictures and video footage, which were 
taken by participants on the flotilla, reached the IDF's intelligence. However it appears that even the 
members of the Turkel Commission, charged with investigating the flotilla events, had not seen them. 

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News!News.aspx/ 144816 

Flotilla Photos Vindicate Israel 

by Hillel Fendel 

Only now, more than a year after the violent flotilla incident in which terrorists tried to run Israel's blockade of 
Gaza, has it been conclusively shown that some of the "humanitarian" flotilla participants were armed with 
guns. 

/REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reweweij 
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Photos of passengers on the Mannara ship sporting the guns were published on Tuesday in the Yediot 
Acharonot daily. It is not clear why the photos were not published until now. 

The flotilla, ostensibly organized to bring humanitarian aid inl-0 Gaza, was organized by the Turkish 
organization IHH, ofradical Islamic anti-Western orientation and with a history of ties with and fund-raising for 
Hamas. 

When the ships neared Gaza some 13 months ago, Israel warned them not to attempt to breach its legal 
blockade of Gaza. However, the Mavi Marmara ship did not adhere to the orders, and IDF commandos were 
forced to board the ship and stop it by force. They did not expect to be attacked by the humanitarian aboard the 
ship, but when they were - including being set upon with metal pipes, chains and knives, having a soldier nearly 
thrown overboard, and others briefly taken prisoner - they were able to fight back, killing nine of their 
attackers, including five known terrorists. 

The incident led to international headlines for weeks afterwards. The flotilla backers consistently claimed that 
they had only peaceful intentions - now belied by the new photos. 

A United Nations committee is expected to publish its findings on the IHH flotilla incident within a month. 
Israel's well-documented position that it was within its rights in using force to stop the ships did not receive 
much play in the international debate, though the UN committee is expected to justify Israel in this regard. 

Another anti-Israel flotilla is being planned for the coming weeks. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Goldberger, Thomas H 
Tuesday, September 28, 2010 9:51 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
FW: Video of the Irene being boarded without incident: http://ht.ly/2KZl3 
O.jpe 

Subject: Video of the Irene being boarded without incident: htto:/fht.ly/2KZl3 

~(~ ~ IDF Spokesman 
~ f)) Video of the Irene being boarded without incident: http://ht.ly/2KZl3 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer/ 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

!RELEASED IN FULL] 

Snipes, Christopher K 
Monday, June 27, 2011 8:51 AM 
Riley, Robert J; Gregonis, Meghan E 
NEA-IPA-DL 
FW: FPD llR Gaza Freedom Flotilla 
llR 6120 0021 11 - IDENTIFICATION OF SHIPS PARTICIPATING IN THE.doc 

Working 

FYI - and please see attached. Post believes "Audacity of Hope" is U.5.-flagged. Chris 

This document is CONFJDENTlAL//NOFORN when separated from CONFIDENTIAL//NOFORN 
attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: 
Classification: 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

From: Lawton, Daniel J (Athens) 
Sent: Monday, June 27, 20118:07 AM 
To: Snipes, Christopher K; Goodman, !Ian A 

Sensitive 
CONFIDENTIALl/NOFORN 
MS 
2021/06/27 

Cc: Cockrell, John D (Athens); Martin, Leah A (Athens) 
Subject: FW: FPO !IR Gaza Freedom Flotilla 

Chris/llan - Some more data on vessels and ownership. We understand from the MFA that the "Audacity of Hope" is 
U.S.-flagged. Also, unrelated to the flotilla, President Papoulias is expected to travel to Israel July 10-12. 

Regards, 
Dan 

This document is CONFIDENTIAU/NOFORN when separated from CONFIDENTIAL/INOFORN 
attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: 
Classification: 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

Sensitive 
CONFIDENTIAL//NOFORN 
MS 
2021/06/27 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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IRELEASEDliii£ULD 

Statement by Ambassador Eileen Donohoe on the Flotilla Incident 
for the Human Rights Council special session, June 1, 2010 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

As we made clear yesterday at the Security Council, the United States governme t 
is deeply disturbed by the recent violence and regrets the tragic loss of life and 
injuries suffered among those involved in the May 31 incident aboard the Gaza­
bound ships. We are working to ascertain the facts. We expect a credible and 
transparent investigation and strongly urge the Israeli government to investigate 
the incident fully, with Quartet support. We urge all parties to behave I 
responsibly and uphold their international obligations. 

The United States remains deeply concerned by the suffering of civilians in Gaza, 
and the deterioration of the situation there, including the humanitarian and 
human rights situation. We continue to believe the situation is unsustainable and 
is not in the interests of any of those concerned. As we have pointed out when 
confronted by a similar situations in the past, mechanisms are in place for the 
transfer of humanitarian assistance to Gaza. We will continue to engage the 1

1

. 

Israelis on a daily basis to expand the scope and type of goods allowed into Gazal 
to address the full range of the population's humanitarian and recovery needs. 
Ha mas' interference with international assistance shipments and the work of I 
nongovernmental organizations complicates efforts in Gaza, and the Governme~t 
of Israel has legitimate security concerns. I 

I 
I 

I 

Ultimately, this incident underscores the needs to move ahead quickly with 
negotiations that can lead to a comprehensive peace in the region. The only 
viable solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is an agreement, negotiated 
between the parties, that ends the occupation that began in 1967 and fulfills the! 
aspirations of both parties for independent homelands through two states for tJo 
peoples, Israel and an independent, contiguous, and viable state of Palestine, 
living side by side in peace and security. We call again on our international I 
partners - both inside and outside this Council -to promote an atmosphere of ! 
cooperation between the parties and throughout the entire region. I 

Thank you. 

!REVIEW AUTH.ORITY: S~aroll Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

YNET 13:23, 05.31.10 

Blaukopf, Ruth B 
Monday, May 31, 2010 6:53 AM 
Baron, Desiree A; Garcia, Dennis J; Kaplan, Crystal T; Burnett, David R; Frelich, Karlene H; 
Giauque, Jeffrey G; Goldberger, Thomas H; Hale, David M; Harden, Dave; Hertzberg, David 
A; Holmstrom, Todd C; Irwin, Matthew T; Jacoby, Julia I; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Knopf, 
Payton L; Lentz, Andrew N; Sievers, Marc J; Mayo, Iris J; Reisser, Wesley J; Roberts, Kristi 
(Tel Aviv); Sachar, Alon (NEA/IPA); Sindle, James M; Waters, John R; Holst, Alan R; Grubb, 
Jason B; Levin, Jan; Honigstein, Michael D; Michaels, David G; Nelson, Timothy (Tel Aviv) 
DEF .. MINISTER BARAK NEWS CONF. -- YNET .... Jason pis note 

Barak: Sail's organizers responsible for deadly raid 

Defense minister, IDF chief of staff and Navy commander explain Israeli considerations following takeover of aid ships sailing to Gaza, 
which left at least 15 pro-Palestinian activists dead. We regret the casualties, but the sail's organizers are fully responsible' 

Attila Somfalvi 

Defense Minister Ehud Barak said Monday that the organizers of the flotilla to Gaza were responsible for the deadly Israel Defense 
Forces raid of the ships, which left at least 15 pro-Palestinian activists dead and dozens injured. 

Speaking at a joint press briefing with IDF Chief of Staff Gabi Ashkenazi and Navy Commander Eliezer Marom, Barak said, "We 
express our regret over the injuries, but the sail's organizers and its participants are fully responsible." 

He added that a vlolent incident took place on only one of the six ships involved in the sail. 

"The State of Israel appealed to the organizers before the ships set sail and during the sail and invited them to arrive at the Ashdod Port 
and transfer the aid to Gaza after security checks," he said. "All of our appeals were turned down. The soldiers were attacked after 
arriving at one of the ships. Some were Injured by serious physical violence qn the part of the protestors. 

"lam familiar with these types of operations and their possible developments, and I am familiar with the units which operated and with 
their commanders. They are the best of our people," the defense minister explained. 

"In light of the life-threatening situation, the soldiers were forced to use crowd dispersal means and firearms," he said, adding that some 
of the casualties were killed by firearms. According to Barak, 10 soldiers were injured in the incident, some from firearms and some 
from cold arms. 

"The IHH organization, which was behind these unruly ship, is a violent and radical organization acting under the cover of humanitarian 
activity," Barak argued. 

"This is the time for responsibility and I call on everyone to act with restraint and common sense and not let an ana11:;histlc organization 
and radical elements seeking to undermine the public order to take advantage of this unfortunate incident for violence." 

'Crowd dispersal equipment wasn't enough' 
IDF Chief of Staff Ashkenazi said that during the clash with the passengers of the Marmara ship, the activists used iron bars and 
knives. 

"They even fired shots from a weapon snatched from one of the soldiers," he said. "lt's clear beyond any doubt that the soldiers acted 
as required: 

Ashkenazi added that the soldiers were prepared for the mission, but that "the crowd dispersal equipment was not enough." 

As for the organizers' intentions, the army chief insisted that "it had nothing to do with humanitarian aid. The activity was radical from 
the very first moment." 

According to Ashkenazi. the Navy operation was aimed at preventing an unsupervised infiltration of people and cargo to Gaza. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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Law, Rosemary C (NON-RESPONSIVE PORTIONS REDACTED) 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Friday, June 18, 2010 8:29 AM 
Holmstrom, Todd C; Sindle, James M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Frelich, Karlene H 
FW: Background information on some of the upcoming ftotillas 

FYI - Tel Aviv is in touch with Beirut to determine if four Amcits may be trying to board the women's flotilla boat. 

From: Richter, Kim B 
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 8:17 AM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
,subject: FW: Background information on some of the upcoming flotillas 

It's in Arabic. 

From: Greene, Elisa 
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 8:09 AM 
To: Greene, Alden S; Abouzeid, Wahib G; Jackson, Mollie J; Richter, Kim B; Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut); Shampaine, 
Nicole D; Lawson, Christine M; Sison, Michele J; Cornforth, Jeremy A 
Cc: Zeroubavely, Sandra S; Zuckerman, Eve; Parker, Andrew C; Tanus, George; Wetherbee, Amos A; Nobel, Natanya D; 
Plott, Susan M 
Subject: FW: Background information on some of the upcoming flotillas 

Dear Colleagues: 

We have received unconfirmed reports that lour Amcit nuns may be on an upcoming ship of women only sailing from 
Lebanon in an attempt to break the Israeli blockade on Gaza. Are you aware of this? If so, can you provide further 
information: names, biodata, where they will sail from, when, etc? 

Media reports (thus far, Arabic-only, for example http://daralhayat.com/portalarticlendah/153074) state that the 
women-only ship, the Mariam, will be comprised of 50 women, of whom 30 are Lebanese and 20 are foreigners. They 
will be taking medical supplies and plan to sail "as soon as possible." 

We look forward to your response, 

Elisa Greene Chief, American Citizen Services U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv~ Israel 
Address from Israel: 71 Ha-Yarkon Street, Tel Aviv 63900, Israel 
Address from the U.S.; Box 13, APO AE 09830, U.S.A. 
Switchboard Tel: +972-3-519-7575; Fax; +972-3-517-2348; Email: greenee@state.qov 

From: Otto, Jeffrey L 
To: Parker, Andrew C 
Cc: Sievers, Marc J 
Sent: Fri Jun 18 12:52:31 2010 
Subject: FW: Background information on some of the upcoming flotillas 

Andy, 
I'm forwarding this email from The Israel Project because of the reference to four AmCits (highlighted) that may be on 
the Miriam women's flotilla from Lebanon. 
Regards, 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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-Jeff-

Jeffrey L. Otto 
U.S. Embassy, Tel Aviv 

From; Shai Oseran [mailto:shaio@theisraelproject.org] 
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2010 6:21 PM 
To: Eli Ovits 
Subject: Background information on some of the upcoming flotillas 

Please find below some background information (and links to sources) on some of the upcoming flotillas from Lebanon 
and Iran - prepared by TIP's research team for your reference. 

We will be happy to help facilitate interviews with experts on these subjects. 

Eli Ovlts 
Director of Communications 
The Israel Project - Israel Office 
T: +972 (0)2 623 6427 
C: +972 (0)54 807 9093 
F: +972 (0)2 623 6439, 
www.theisraelproject.org 

Journalists' flotilla 

The ship is organized by Free Palestine, an organization headed by Vasser Qoshlok, who is also behind the Miriam, and 
by a Beirut-based group calling themselves "Journalists Without Bounds" and "Reporters Without Bounds" and 
"Journalists Without Limits" - not to be confused with Reporters Without Borders/Reporters Sans Frontieres, the 
respected international NGO based in Paris. The Beirut-based group has a Facebook page and a blog: 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid;133472209999269&v=info#!/group.php?gid=133472209999269&v=info 

http:Uiournaliststogaza. wordpress.com/ 

The organizers claim they will have 50 reporters on the ship, out of 225 reporters who applied to come along. The date 
of departure and the names of the people who will be on the ship remain unclear- apparently this is a policy decision. 

With the exception of one reporter who wrote he applied to join, we have not seen any information about the 
participants. 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750851 Date: 1211712012 

NR 



StateDept03764

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C1137505ti1 LJate: 12/1 f/2012 

Women flotilla 

Relations to Hezbollah and Svria: 

Samer al-Hajj will lead the Miriam. She is a former journalist and best known for being the wife of Ali al-Hajj, a former 
general in the Lebanese security forces implicated in the assassination of Rafik al-Hariri. Sa mer al-Hajj has been the 
public face of the Miriam. She has given many interviews in the past few days, including one that appeared on the 

Hezbollah website. 

!Jttp://www.alintigad.com/essaydetails.php7eid=33463&cid=76 
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Even though Sa mer al-Hajj and Vasser Kashlak say the ship has no connection to Hezbollah or Hamas, she said in her last 
interview that Nasrallah's campaign to lift the siege is "something that is motivating everyone" 

http://daralhayat.com/portalartidendah/153074 

.. - --- - - --- -- -----·-·----·· -·- - - ---- -- -----1 
The organizers say the ship will also be carrying four American nuns . . --- - --------- --·--- .. ·-- ·-· .. -· -~-------

From right to left: Samer al-Hajj; All al-Hajj (her husband}; Hassan Nasrallah (the Secretary General of Hezbollah}; 

Wafik Safa (head of the Hezbolfah c.oordination and liaison committee~ responsible for the negotiations to ref ease murdered fsraeli soldiers Ehud 
Goldwasser and £/dad Regev ' 
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http:(/blog.amin.org/yafa1948/2010/02/23/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%81-%D8%B6%D8%AF­

%08%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A3%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D9%8A%09%86-
%D8%A7%09%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A9-

%D9%88%D8%A7%09%84%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%88%D9%84 L 

In English: 

The Iranian flotilla: 

One of the Ayatollahs saying it is a privilege to die on the way to Gaza 

http:/f www. irna. ir /AR/View /Ful IStorv/?News ld=l 17 3464& ldlanguage=2 

The former head of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard saying he is willing to go to Gaza the minute they will need him 

http://arabic.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=8903260150 

s 
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Austin Mathews Shipping Services Ltd 
Dundalk 
Ireland 

Phone: +353 (0)42 93 38169 
Fax: +353 (0)42 93 32400 
amssltd@eircom.net 

!RELEASED IN FULlJ 

CARGO MANIFEST 

M.V. RACHEL CORRIE Flag: CAMBODIA 

Bill of Shippers Cosignees 
Ladinr ' 

1 FG Human Rights Projects LTD FG Human Rights Projects LTD 
9 Ptio!'y Road 
Harolds Cross 
Dublin 6 
Ireland 

I 

·f<l ( 1'..! 
· I I 

,\. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer/ 

Loadin Por:t.: OUNDALK 
Oischarge Port: GAZA CITY 

custom remarks Description Of Cargo 
status 

Bagged Cement 

Printing Paper 

SchOol Supplies/Books 

Toys 

Medical Equipment 

TOTAL LOADED 

.. 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750877 Date: 12/1.7/2012 

Weight 
KGS 

550.000 

20.000 

25.000 

12.000 

150.000 

757.000 
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[RELEASED IN FULLI 

Top Line Results: Snap Poll of Israeli Jews June 7, 2010 

Date: 12/17/2012 

PECHT ER 
''"P3T"l?1

• 

Please tell me how you feel about the job performance of Prime Minister Netanyahu? 

Total 

Very Satisfied 12.l 0% 

Somewhat Satisfied 41.30% 

Somewhat Dissatisfied 

Very Dissatisfied 22.40% 

Dent know 4.90% 

Refuse 1.3 0% 

18.00% 

100.00% N N=SOO 

How about Defense Minister Ehud Barak? 

Total 

Very Satisfied I 0.30% 

Somewhat Satisfied 30.90% 

Somewhat Dissatisfied 24.10% 

Very Dissatisfied 28.00% 

Dontknow 6.10% 

Refuse 0.40% 

100.00% N N=500 

66 Witherspoon Street, #405 
Princeton~ NJ 08542 PECHTER 

1¢11·1·1!§4§!'.·\iii 
POLLS 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

p; 609-759-0550 
f: 609-759-0556 
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PECHT ER 
''"tari't' 

Regarding the recent ship incident, did Israel use too much force, not enough force, or the right amount of 
force? 

Too much force 7.60% 

not enough force 39.20% 

right amount of force 45.50% 

Dont know 6.10% 

Refuse 1.60% 

Total 100.00% N N=500 

Do you think that Israel should or should not adjust its tactics to elicit a more favorable international 
reaction? Do you feel that way strongly or just somewhat? 

Total 

Should strongly 

should somewhat 

12.30% 

22.60% 

should not somewhat 16.60% 

should not strongly 44.10% 

Dont know 4.20% 

Refuse 0.30% 

100.00% N N=500 

Do you think that Israel should open up Gaza to international humanitarian shipments? 

Should strongly 

should somewhat 

should not somewhat 

should not strongly 

Dontknow 4.20% 

Refuse 0.70% 

Total 100.00% 

66 Witherspoon Street, n405 
Princeton, NJ 08542" 

9.20% 

12.80% 

14.50% 

58.60% 

N N=500 

PECHTER 
lf,ilalai!§i§t·!"-il 

POLLS 

p: 609-759-0550 
f: 609-759-0556 
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PECHT ER Vl!P'8ff?il 

How do you feel about the American governments reaction to the recent ship incident? 

Total 

Very Satisfied 3.10% 

Somewhat Satisfied 18.70% 

Somewhat Dissatisfied 24.60% 

Very Dissatisfied 38.70% 

Dont know 14.I 0% 

·Refuse 0.80% 

100.00% N N=SOO 

In your opinion, should or shouldnt Israel accept/agree to, an international inquiry committee that will 
investigate the recent ship incident? 

need strongly 17.10% 

need somewhat 19.50% 

not necessarily 16. 60% 

definitely dont need 39.50% 

Dont know 6.80% 

Refuse 0.60% 

Total 100.00% N N=SOO 

Do you like or dislike American President Barack Obama? 

Strongly like 2.40% 

somewhat like 17.10% 

somewhat dislike 

strongly dislike 

Don! know 8.60% 

Refuse 0 .40% 

Total 100.00% 

66 Witherspoon Street, #405 
Prrnceton, NJ 08542 

24.70% 

46.70% 

N N=500 

PECHTER 
1.~ll·l•l!:l:f·ii..ij 

POLLS 

p: 609-759-0550 
f: 609-759-0556 
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PECHTER 
•. 'P-8t"Lt' 

There are rumors in the media that the Turkish PM Erdogan, is planning to come in person on a ship 
accompanied by Turkish Navy in order to break through the closure. How should Israel react? Let him in 
quietly or to stop it whatever it takes? 

Total 

Let him in quietly - strongly 7. I 0% 

Let him in quietly- somewhat 7.10% 

stop it whatever it takes - strongly 68.10% 

stop it whatever it takes - somewhat 6.90% 

Dont know 9.80% 

Refuse 1.00% 

100.00% N N=SOO 

News reports say Iran is planning to send Red Crescent ships to Gaza. If this happens, do you think Israel 
should or should not stop those ships, even by using force? And do you feel that way strongly, or only 
somewhat? 

Let them in quietly- strongly3.40% 

Let them in quietly - only somewhat 3 .90% 

Total 

stop them whatever it takes - strongly 

stop them whatever it takes - somewhat 

Dont know 6.70% 

Refuse I. 70% 

100.00% N N=500 

77.70% 

6.60% 

PECHT ER 
66 Witherspoon Street, #405 
Princeton, NJ 08542 

i.\ll•l·l•:W:i·"--"U 

POLLS 

p: 609-759-0550 
I: 609-759-0556 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

From: Greene, Douglas C 

Schwedt, Miriam 
Monday, May 31, 201 O 11 :59 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-ARP-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
FW: UAEG Statement on Flotilla Incident 

Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 9:21 AM 
To: McGovern, Bridget (Helen-Mary) 
Cc: Specht, Linda; Steinfeld, Andrew W; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; Abu Dhabi Front Office; Nuutinen, Aaron A; Tarar, 
Humza I; Pike, Steven L 
Subject: UAEG Statement on Flotilla Incident 

Statement as carried by the UAE's official wire service, WAM. 

From: Tarar, Humza I 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 5: 14 PM 
To: Olson, Richard G; Greene, Dcuglas C; Cooper, Susannah E; Nuutinen, Aaron A; Pike, Steven L 
Subject: Update: Sheikh Abdullah condemns Freedom Flotilla attack 

UAE condemns Freedom Flotilla attack 
WAM 
Published: 16:02 Mey 31, 2010 

Shaikh Abdullah said that the attack on civilians traversing across the sea to deliver aid to the Palestinian people 
strongly defied international laws 

Abu Dhabi: The UAE has condemned Israel's violent attack on the Freedom Flotilla on Monday. 

The attacks against the flotilla lead to the death of at least 19 civilians, and wounded many others. 

The UAE condemned this violent act that occurred on international waters and violated international laws by 
targeting civilians. 

Shaikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Foreign Minister, said in a statement made on Monday that he called 
on the Secretary General of the United Nations (UN) to carry out the necessary investigations on the attack, as 
well as submitting a clear report of this matter to the UN. 

Shaikh Abdullah said that the attack on civilians traversing across the sea to deliver aid to the Palestinian people 
strongly defied international laws, and is an unprovoked response against an act of humanitarian intentions. 

He added that Israel must be held responsible for its actions, calling on the Security Council to arrange an 
emergency meeting to address this issue and take the necessary procedures. 

JREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer/ 
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He added that Israel must lift the ban it's enforcing on global media organizations so that Israeli government's 
intentions and actions are made clear to the world. 

Shaikh Abdullah also expressed his solidarity with the families of the dead and the wounded, who have 
courageously given up their lives for this cause. He also called for the release of the detainees onboard the ship. 

Humza Tarar 
Political Officer 

U.S. Embassy Abu Dhabi, UAE 
Tel: +971-2-414-2489 I Mob: +971-50-818-4347 
Email: tararhi@state goy 
Work week: Sun-Thur I +8 hrs Eastern Standard 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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[RELEASE[l_IN FULLI 

uate: 1<!11 t/<!Ul<! 

I 
IDF Chief of Staff Ashkenazi said that during the clash with the passengers of the Marmara ship, the activists used iron bars and 
knives. 

"They even fired shots from a weapon snatched from one of the soldiers," he said. 11 \t's clear beyond any doubt that the solders acted 
as required." 

Ashkenazi added that the soldiers were prepared for the mission, but that 11the crowd dispersal equipment was not enough." 

As for the organizers' intentions, the army chief insisted that "it had nothing to do with humanitarian aid. The activity was rad cal frdm 
the very first moment}' 

According to Ashkenazi, the Navy operation was aimed at preventing an unsupervised infiltration of people and cargo to Ga a. 

[REVfEw AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, senior Reviewe~ 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Colleagues-

McGovern, Bridget (Helen-Mary) 
Saturday, July 10, 2010 4:25 PM 
S_SpecialAssistants; D(S); D(L); P; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; 
SES_DutyDeputies 
SES-0 
(AP) Gaza Aid ship leaves Greece for Egypt 

Please find below a media report with more information on the departure of the M/V Amalthea from Greece en route to 
Egypt. The Watch will send any updates as they become available. 

Regards, 
Bridget McGovern 
Senior Watch Officer 
Operations Center 
Department of State 
202-647-1512 

Gaza aid ship leaves Greece for Egypt 
By DEMETRIS NELLAS - Associated Press Writer 

ATHENS, Greece - (AP) A ship commissioned by a Libyan charity organization has left Greece headed for the 
Egyptian port of al-Arish, and not for Gaza, as originally planned, according to Greek authorities. 

The Moldovan-flagged cargo ship Amalthea left around 8 p.m. local (1700 GMT) Saturday from the port of Lavrio, 
southeast of Athens, carrying 2,000 tons of food and medical supplies destined for Gaza, mostly donated by Greek 
companies and charities, organizers said. 

In addition to 15 volunteers_ all from Libyan except for a Nigerian and one Moroccan_ the ship has a crew of 12 from 
Cuba, Haiti, India, and Syria. 

"We confirmed the destination in talks with the Libyan ambassador and the ship's agent," foreign ministry spokesman 
Grigoris Delavekouras told the Associated Press earlier Saturday. He said Greek Deputy Foreign Minister Dimitris 
Droutsas had discussed the ship's planned trip with Israeli foreign minister Avigdor Lieberman on Friday. 

Youssef Sawani, executive director of Gaddafi International Charity and Development Foundation, which has mounted 
the aid operation, insisted the aim remained to unload the supplies in Gaza. 

''The ambassador speaks for the state of Libya, I speak for the NGO," Sawani said. He said the ship would not seek 
confrontation with the Israelis. 

If Israel does not allow the ship into Gaza, the group will seek "any other appropriate destination_ Al-Arish or other_ 
to deliver the goods to the people in need," Sawani said. 

The Amalthea's trip comes over a month after Israel boarded Gaza-bound ships, killing eight Turks and a Turkish­
American on one of them. The flotilla was trying to break Israel's blockade of Gaza. 

"I think the Israelis need to understand we are not provoking any kind of action, we are not in military action we are a 
peaceful, humanitarian organization," said Sawani. 

The Amalthea's trip is expected to last about 80 hours, according to the organizers, which means it will arrive at al­
Arish early Wednesday. 

/REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

From: OpsAlert 

[RELEASED IN FULL) 

Conlon, Steven M 
Tuesday, July 05, 2011 10:02 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
NEA-Statf-Assistants-DL 
FW: Greek court releases American captain of Gaza flotilla boat (SBU) (SBU) 

Sent: Tuesday, July 05, 2011 9:59 AM 
Subject: Greek court releases American captain of Gaza flotilla boat (SBU) (SBU) 

(SBU) The captain of the Audacity of Hope was released from custody after his July2 arrest for attempting to 
set sail in defiance of a Greek ban on the flotilla boats leaving port, media report. Embassy Athens confirms the 
release. 

Automatic electronic distribution to: S, D(S), D(N), P, E, C, M, DG, T, R, PA, G, AF, EAP, EUR, NEA, SCA, WHA, 10, 
S/CRS, S/CT, S/HSC, H, DS, CA, PMAT, INR, AVC, llP, ISN, CMS, SIES, SIES-0, NSOC, and WHSR. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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[RELEASED IN FULL] 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: Brownstein, David P 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Thursday, June 30, 2011 5:15 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 

Subject: Fw: Gaza flotilla organizers: 2nd ship sabotaged (AP) 

David Brownstein 
NEA Staff Assistant 
brownsteindp@state.gov 
brownsteindp@state.sgov.gov 
Office: 202 647-7216 
Mobile: 202 664 3724 

•Forthe quickest reply, please always email the nea-staff-assistants-dl collective 

From: OpsNewsTicker 
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 201112:54 AM 
To: NEWS-EUR; NEWS-NEA 
Cc: SES-0_05; SES-O_Shift-I 
Subject: Gaza ftotilla organizers: 2nd ship sabotaged (AP) 

JERUSALEM (AP) - Organizers of a Gaza-bound flotilla say Israel has sabotaged a second ship. 
An activist told Israel's Army Radio !bat the engine of an Irish ship was damaged. 
Earlier Ibis week, activists said Israel damaged !be propeller of a Swedish ship in !be Greek port of Piraeus. 
Israel has not commented on !be allegations. 
About I 0 ships are due to set sail this week from Greece. It's unclear if the damaged boats will delay things. 
Israel imposed a naval blockade after Hamas militants overran the Palestinian territory in 2007. 

" It says it will not allow the flotilla to reach Gaza. 
Last year, an Israeli raid on a similar flotilla killed nine activists on a Turkish vessel. Each side blamed the 

otber for the violence. 

News Tickers alert senior Department officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did in Its original pub/feat/on and does not contain analysis or commentary 
by Department sources. 

]REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Brownstein, David P 
Thursday, June 30, 2011 11 :43 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 

Doc No. C18750841 Date: 12/17/2012 

Subject: FW: Activist: U.S. boat may sail for Gaza without permit (AP) 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: OpsNewsTicker 
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 201111:39 AM 
To: NEWS-NEA 
Cc: SES-O_Shlft-II; SES-0_05; SES-O_CMS 
Subject: Activist: U.S. boat may sail for Gaza without permit (AP) 

ATHENS (AP) - An activist says a U.S.-flagged vessel that is part of a pro-Palestinian flotilla planning to break 
Israel's sea blockade of Gaza may set sail from a Greek port without receiving official permission. 

American Ann Wright repeated allegations Thursday that Israel is pressuring Greek authorities not to allow 
the 42 passengers and crew of the U.S. flagged Audacity of Hope to leave from a port near Athens. 

But she wouldn't say how long activists would wait for the all-clear before the 33-meter (I 08-foot) ferry 
begins its journey. 

Between 300 and 400 international activists aboard 10 ships had been due to sail this week to Gaza to try and 
break the naval blockade Israel imposed after Hamas militants overran the Palestinian territory in 2007. 

News Tickers alert senior Department officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did in its origin al publication and does not contain analysis or commentary 
by Department sources. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer\ , 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To; 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Buzbee, John R 
Friday, June 24, 201112:51 PM 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Silverman, Robert J; Levin, Jan; Grubb, Jason B 
NEA-IPA-DL 
FW: Flotilla Update ... 

Working 

L311 

Tom and team TA, we were glad to ,see the update below. Interest here is rising sharply as D-day 
(whenever that is) approaches. We'll forward today's Department statement, if you haven't seen it 
already, as well as a wire story that has already picked up on the statement. Nick will be sending your 
update below and other developments to an e-mail collective on this system including interested 
NEA and EUR offices and posts, other bureaus including CA and PA, and NSS. As you have further 
news, please chime in Jo that collective. If you have something that should not be shared widely, 
but is still appropriate for this system, please send to Paul, myself, and Nick, who will be our flotilla AO 
for the next week. And of course let us know if you have additional suggestions for how best to keep 
everyone lashed up and informed of the latest. Thanks, 

John 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Eilts, Colin C 
Sent: Friday, June 24, 201111:53 AM 
To: Jakobson, Nicholas W; Doutrich, Jack T 
Cc: Buzbee, John R 
Subject: FW: Flotilla Update ... 

FYI 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Grubb, Jason B 
Sent: Friday, June 24, 2011 4:00 PM 
To: Goldberger, Thomas H 
Cc: Levin, Jan 
Subject: Flotilla Update ... 

Tom-

(REVIEW AUTHORITY; Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer/ 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Jakobson, Nicholas W 
Wednesday, June 29, 2011 8:53 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL; EUR-SE-DL; NEA-Egypt; PM-CPMS; SES-0; Vasquez, Edgar J; Grubb, Jason 
B; Levin, Jan; Silverman, Robert J; Walles, Jacob; Sutphin, Paul R; Richter, Kim B; Worman, 
Patrick F; Zurcher, Kenneth M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); 
Marchese, Gregory M; Blome, Donald A; Waters, John R; Pilz, Amanda C; Miller, Walter R; 
'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; 'Melissa Russell'; Jacobson, Michael N; Bilge, Kerem S; CA­
OCS-Duty; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Rodriguez, Hugo F; Lopalkiewicz, Viktoria; Greene, Elisa; 
George, Leah; Daniels, Cherrie S; Slakey, Monica M; Rudman, Mara; Reed, Julia G; Khoury­
Kincannon, Sahar; Bitar, Maher B; Norman, Marc E; Nardi, Margaret H; Smith, Daniel B 
(Athens); Miller, Thomas S (Athens); Lawton, Daniel J (Athens); Cockrell, John D (Athens); 
McKeever, Matthew X (Athens); Brandeis, Katherine L (Athens); Bass, Warren; Ried, Curtis R 
(USUN) 
Flotilla News 

ISRAEL RADIO NEWS 7:00 AM Hebrew Report 
•Gantz comments: Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Benny Gantz said that the IDF was preparing for the flotilla to Gaza, and would 
not permit the blockade on Gaza to be breached by any means, irrespective of whether the participants came armed or 
not. In statements made last night, the chief of staff added that the planned hatred flotilla was another example of the 
de\egitimization campaign against the State of Israel. 

On another matter, the chief of staff said that in advance of September, Israel should prepare for a broad range of 
scenarios, and added that the \OF was cooperating with the police and other bodies. 
•Gaza flotilla: Flotilla activists complained yesterday that Israel had sabotaged one of the ships that was due to set sail 
from the port of Piraeus. They said that divers had sawed off part of the propeller of the Juliano, and it was brought 
onto land for repairs. 

Flotilla Organizer: "This Wasn't the Work of Amateurs" 
Yedioth Ahronoth (p. 2) by Menahem Ganz (Athens) -- The 18-meter ship, Juliano, looks old and battered as it is led to be 
repaired in a shipyard outside of Athens. Anyone looking from the side would be hard put to understand how close to 20 
activists and journalists agreed to board this ship and to set sail for Gaza in an attempt to break the Israeli blockade, and 
certainly after the sabotage that was done to the ship's propellers, which became the talk of the day yesterday among 
the organizers of the event, prompting a long list of speculations and accusations. 

"This wasn't the work of amateurs," said Thomas Sommer-Houdeville, a spokesperson for the French group 
participating in the Freedom Flotilla II to Gaza, pointing to the connections between the propellers and the boat. "Look 
at how they cut the connection between the two propellers and the boat on both sides. That is a surgical operation by 
professionals. Who could have done that if not the Mossad? What, the American secret service? The Greeks? It's clear 
that Israel is the one that profits from this sabotage. The Mossad might not have signed this operation, but I'll \eave it up 
to your readers to decide who it could have been." 

That is just another phase in the war of versions being waged between Israel and the organizers of the flotilla. The 
information provided on Monday by the Israeli security forces as if people affiliated with Hamas were going to be on 
board the ships taking part in the flotilla, and that some of the activists intended to attack the soldiers, forced the 
organizers to launch a counterattack. That is the reason why they are pleased to show journalists, even ones who 
refused to state from the outset that they would support the Palestinian struggle, the slit in the propellers and the signs 
of supposed sabotage. "There's no doubt that they sawed this unde<\"ater," said the captain of the vessel Theodorus 
Bokas. "Greeks are seafaring people, they can tell about that sort of thing. The sabotage was committed between Friday 
and Sunday, and I believe we are going to need three days to fix the damage." Proof of sabotage is at least as important 
to them as it is to have the Juliano fixed and ready to leave in time to take part in the flotilla. 

"Legitimate to Hurt Us" [REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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As opposed to last year, this time the organizers of the fiotilla and Israel have already begun to clash even before the 
first ship has set sail for Gaza, with each party accusing the other of presenting misinformation and of.using cheap 
propaganda. "Greece is mired in an economic crisis. It's desperate and needs the assistance that Israel is offering it," 
said members of the Italian group taking part in the flotilla. "That's why the Greek government has capitulated to Israel's 
pressure and is collaborating with it with the goal of preventing the flotilla from setting sail. 

The Italians are convinced that the Jewish lobby, which controls the global economy, is also directing the turn of events 
in the ports. "Israel is spreading intelligence warnings about how there are violent activists among us and that we're in 
possession of chemical substances that are supposed to hurt Israeli soldiers," said one of the Italian group. "Their goal is 
clear: to make it legitimate to hurt us." Up until yesterday the organizers of the flotilla kept their cards close to their 
chests. Not even the 500 activists who had registered to take part in the flotilla had received information about the 
location of the ships taking part and the date on which they were setting sail. So that when the 30 members of the 
Italian group showed up atthe meeting point that was set for them in Athens, they discovered that they now had to 
travel all the way to the island of Corfu. When they finally reached that northern island, they were not allowed to see 
the ship that was going to be taking them to Gaza, and they were told that it would be leaving from a different nearby 
port and would stop to pick up activists in a different port. ''We're trying not to do the expected," said Jihad, a resident 
of Rome, "because that will make it easier for the people trying to sabotage the flotilla." 

"I'll Be Accused of Being a Collaborator" 
Meanwhile, activists on board the Juliano spend their time trying to organize the three cabins that are geared to hold a 

total of six people so that they can house no fewer than 20 activists. The captain begins to give an explanation about the 
yacht, but suddenly stops and asks me to identify myself a second time and to tell them to whom I am going to be 
transferring this information. They are deeply suspicious: they don't know any Israelis who don't identify with their own 
ideology, such as Dror Feiler, his mother and the pilot Yonatan Shapira. Some remain suspicious of me throughout the 
entire course of our conversation, whereas others are more prepared to be trusting. Nikos Piles, a well-known 
photojournalist in the city, refused to join me as I made my way to the main offices of the organizers Of the flotilla. "I 
don't want to burn my connections," he explained to me. ")f I come with you then they'll say that I'm collaborating with 
the Israelis, that I'm helping their agents. I don't want to be connected with you." 

"We've Learned Lessons Too" 
The main offices are located on Notara Street in the Exarchia neighborhood of Athens, which is associated with 

anarchist students, the ones who are in the front lines of the demonstrations that have become common in the Greek 
capital. This is the most natural place for organizing a flotilla to Gaza. The mood in that neighborhood was stormy 
yesterday. Hundreds of police officers were forced to fire tear gas canisters in the air to disperse demonstrators. 

Feiler promised that the scenes of violence of the kind that were seen last year in clashes with IDF troops would not 
recur. "There isn't going to be any violence," he says. "Why would we use violence if we know that the other side is 
stronger than we are? The last number of months have taught us that the people, who are unarmed, are the side that 
wins, so what is this nonsense about us being in possession of chemical substances? Soon they will say about us, like 
Saddam Hussein, that we have chemical weapons and an atom bomb." 

Feiler offers as proof the statement that the various members of the flotilla had to sign in which they undertook not to 
resort to violence. "Everyone made the commitment," he said. "If things tum out otherwise, that isn't my 
responsibility." I reminded him that a similar commitment was made last year on the eve of the flotilla that ended with a 
violent clash. "Back then IDF soldiers shot two Turks in the morning. You don't know how you'd respond either if your 
friend was killed right next to you." 

Thomas Sommer-Houdeville stood beside Feiler, and said that things had changed since the previous year. "We've also 
learned our lessons," he said. "We don't want this flotilla to end with the deaths of innocent people, and that is why we 
tried to get to know the activists better and we made them sign a declaration of non-violence." 

Security Cabinet Ministers: PR Hysteria Surrounding Flotilla 
Ma'ariv (p. 6) by Eli Bardenstein -- Ministers who serve on the security cabinet were highly critical of the fact that they 
were not apprised of the sensitive intelligence that was disseminated on Monday night to journalists about the plans by 
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the organizers of the flotilla to use sulfuric acid against IDF troops, their intention to injure and kill as many soldiers as 
possible and the presence of terrorists on board the ships taking part in the flotilla. 

Some of the ministers went so far as to accuse the spokespersons who provided that information of trying to create a 
media spin, which they said was part of what they described as the "public relations hysteria" surrounding the flotilla in 
an attempt to have it perceived as violent in nature. 

"It is inconceivable that we should hear information in the security cabinet meeting to the effect that there are no 
threats posed by the participants in the flotilla to take violent action or about the presence of terrorists on board the 
ships, and that senior state organizations, including the army, should produce for the media information that is the 
complete opposite of what we were told," said one security cabinet minister angrily. Another high-ranking political 
official said last night that "there is increasing reason to fear that this is a spin. Nothing of the information that was 
disseminated to the media was presented to us." 

One security cabinet minister said that the media briefings were geared to pressure the international community. 
"Prime Minister Netanyahu decided to change the version about the nature of the flotilla for two reasons that are 
connected to the international community. The first is for reasons of covering himself-if, suddenly, in the course of the 
military operation something goes awry and there are casualties, Israel will be able to say that it warned of that in 
advance. The second reason is to apply pressure on the international community so that governments will prevent the 
ships from leaving for the flotilla from the outset." 

IDF officials rejected the allegations as if the information was merely a media spin or, at the very least, a deliberate 
attempt to create hysteria surrounding the flotilla. The military officials insisted that the intelligence they had received 
attested to plans to kill soldiers and to use chemical agents: "At issue are substances with dual use that are banned from 
entering Gaza. Those substances can be utilized in a number of ways, including so as to injure IDF soldiers. According to 
the intelligence we have, some of the participants in the flotilla intend to injure and kill soldiers." 

Either way, as opposed to the previous flotilla, after which the Mavi Mormoro was returned to Turkey after being 
towed to the Israeli coast, this time a decision has been made to confiscate any ship with the goal of deterring the ship­
owners. A decision has also been made this time that any activist who uses violence against IDF troops will not be swiftly 
released, as occurred following the flotilla last year. 

The participants in the flotilla, incidentally, denied the veracity of the information about chemical agents having been 
loaded on board the ships with the goal of using them as weapons to main and/or kill Israeli soldiers. 

They Bought Some Time 
Yedioth Ahronoth {p. 3) by Alex Fishman -- There is no information that there is going to be a group of radicals on board 
that will form a hard core of violent resistance against IDF soldiers. Nor is there any clear information about live 
weapons that will be on board the ships. It is very reasonable to assume that this is one working assumption, alongside 
of many other scenarios and working assumptions that have come up in the brainstorming sessions in the army and the 
various intelligence services in advance of the upcoming flotilla. But when a working assumption of that sort is turned 
into a fact by the Israeli public relations.machine, that is liable to prove to be a boomerang that could cast Israel as 
unreliable. 

That's the way it is in Israel. Before the previous flotilla no one bothered even to enlist people who speak Turkish to 
monitor the publicly-available information in Turkish, which indicated precisely what was going to happen. In advance of 
this flotilla they're digging up the most marginal information, some of which is based on unreliable sources and some of 
which has not been verified. Take, for example, the report about chemicals that supposedly are going to be used against 
IDF troops: The issue at hand are sacks of fertilizer that have been loaded onto one of the ships. Some of the fertilizers 
are phosphate-based. Israel has banned substances of that sort from entering Gaza since those organic fertilizers can be 
used as rocket fuel and in bombs. Ha mas no longer needs to use fertilizer for those purposes,.since it now obtains 
standard explosives via the tunnels. 

There is no argument: the IDF needs to be prepared for the worst case scenario. It needs to be prepared for a situation 
in which someone on board the ships opens live fire. But the dramatic announcements by Israel about preparations 
being made on board the ships to fight to the death and to kill IDF soldiers are strongly redolent of propaganda. Smart 
PR work most certainly has the capacity of embarrassing the other side in public opinion. In the meantime, the more 
sober situation assessment is that IDF troops are liable to encounter intense physical resistance on two of the ships-the 
French vessel, Le Dignite-E/ Koromeh, and an Arab boat that was bought by the Jordanian Muslim Brotherhood. 
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The flotilla, which was supposed to set forth yesterday, has been delayed by two days. Some of the ships have been 
damaged unexpectedly. The Israeli diplomatic effort this time was successful in persuading the governments of Greece 
and Cyprus to prevent-or, at the very least, to delay-the departure of the ships. Every day that passes in which the 
flotilla does not set sail increases the chances of it becoming even more depleted. Quite a number of the people who are 
supposed to take part in the flotilla-people from Switzerland, the United States and Holland-flew in at their own 
expense, and are now stranded and waiting at their own expense. Thus far, Israel has been quite successful in its efforts 
to buy time and to deplete the flotilla. Out of the 15 ships that originally were supposed to take part in the flotilla, the 
number is now down to six. It is not inconceivable that the current delay is not the last one either. The organizers of the 
flotilla keep on discovering new problems every day. 

Public Diplomacy and Diaspora Affairs Ministry Holds Successful Exercise Ahead of Gaza Flotilla 
(Communicated_ by the Public Diplomacy and Diaspora Affairs Ministry Spokesman) 

The Public Diplomacy and Diaspora Affairs Ministry yesterday (Tuesday), 28.6.11, held a successful readiness exercise 
ahead of the Gaza flotilla. In the course of the exercise, Ministry employees summoned Public Diplomacy and Diaspora 
Affairs Minister Yuli Edelstein to a special situation room that has been established ahead of the flotilla. The situation 
room is designed to disseminate public diplomacy on the Internet via messages, photos, video clips and additional 
materials, with emphasis on Diaspora communities, as well as Jewish organizations and friends of Israel around the 
world, that are seeking to assist public diplomacy activities in their languages and local environments. Participating in 
the exercise were professional elements from the Ministry, along with representatives from the Prime Minister's Office, 
the Foreign Ministry, the IDF Spokesperson, the Government Press Office, the Jewish Agency and public diplomacy 
organizations. 

The simulation: 

The exercise was based on a scenario in which approximately 500 activists on approximately ten ships reached Israel's 
territorial waters at lO:DO. Despite having been warned by the IDF, the ships continued on their way. At 10:30, the 

· Israel Navy began approaching the ships. Stun grenades were thrown at the IDF soldiers, as well as one live grenade 
that caused a number of casualties to our forces. At ll:DO, the order was given for IDF units to physically seize control 
of the ships on which there was resistance. Our forces were attacked with live - and other- weapons and were obliged 
to neutralize the assailants. The results, by 11:45, were ten IDF soldiers wounded (one critically, four severely and the 
rest lightly). Among the flotilla participants, there were two dead and 14 wounded, including two severely. 

As the events were taking place, the media - with emphasis on the Internet, Facebook and Twitter -were flooded with 
mendacious reports (by private users, Hamas and others among Israel's enemies). The situation room, in coordination 
with the IDF Spokesperson and the National Information Directorate, began to disseminate credible messages to Jewish 
communities and friends of Israel around the world. Those in the situation room responsible for new media began to 
update messages on the social networks, Facebook and Twitter. 

Minister Edelstein said that, "Given the provocation by the flotilla, which is entirely designed to attack Israel's image 
around the world, we established a special situation room that will ensure coordination between Government officials, 
Diaspora Jewish communities and friends of Israel around the world. We are here to expose the true face of the 
terrorist organizations and the inciters to hatred that have organized the flotillas and which disseminate messages and 
photos in real time over the Internet. I am certain that alongside us will stand significant force multipliers in the form of 
thousands of activists from Jewish communities around the world." 

PlO's Ashrawi Condemns 'Israeli Threats' on Media Coverage of Freedom Flotilla 2 

GMP20110628061001 Ramallah WAFA in Arabic 1232 GMT 27 Jun 11 

4 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750852 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept03785

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. GHJl~Uts~Z uate: 1Zll l/ZU1Z 

[Corrected version: changed "negative" to "destructive" in text; "Ashrawi: Israel Has To Lift the Blockade Imposed on the Gaza 

Strip and End the Occupation" -WAFA News Agency Headline] 

Ramal/ah, 27 June 11 (JVAFA)- Hanan Ashrawi, member of the PLO Executive Committee and head of the PLO Department of 

Information and Culture, has condemned the Israeli threats against International media outlets that are participating in Freedom 

Flotilla2. 

Ashrawi's statements have been made following a message that "Oran Helman,' director of the Israeli Government Press Office, 

sent to the international journalists, in which he warned them of deporting, confiscating equipment, and banning them from 

entering Israel for 10 years. 

Ashrawi also said_: "While the Arab region is witnessing radical changes and democratic transitions about basic human rights 

and ensuring freedoms, Including the freedom of opinion and journalism, Israel is confiscating rights, targeting international 

media outlets, and threatening journalists with punishment." 

She added; "It is not the first time that Israel is seeking to hide the facts and inhuman crimes regarding its illegitimate blockade 

of the Gaza Strip. In addition, Israel's refusal to end its military occupation of Palestinian land is the only reason behind its 

isolation on the international stage." 

Ashrawi also pointed out the catastrophic conditions facing the Gaza Strip, due to Israeli control over all entry and exit points to 

the Gaza Strip, and the imposition of a land, air, and naval blockade. in a blatant violation of the rules of international law and 

international legitimacy, something that has had destructive effects on the lives and livelihoods of Palestinian civilians. 

Ashrawi said further: "If lsreel does not want to see freedom flotillas after today, it will have to lift Its illegal blockade on the Gaza 

Strip, and end Its occupation of the Palestinian territories occupied in 1967 in order to establish the independent Palestinian 

state with East Jerusalem as its capital." 

Ashrawi also called on the Israeli Government to retract its threats. In addition, Ashrawi urged the journalists not to fear Israeli 

warnings and urged them to insist on their right to the freedom of journalism. Ashrawl said: "The Palestinians welcome the 

international media coverage, as one of the useful means to expose to the world Israeli violations and depict the suffering that 

our people are living in the occupied territories." 
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Flotilla News 

Gaza-bound flotilla underway 

French ship which departed Saturday apparently skipped Athens slop, en route to rendezvous. Jordanian 
activists say they purchased additional ship for $800,000 

Avie! Magnezi 

French ship Dignity which departed for the rendezvous with vessels participating in the Gaza flotilla on Saturday 
has apparently decided to skip the Athens stop and is en route to Gaza. Flotilla organizers refused to officially 
confirm the ship is approaching the region and are maintaining secrecy. 

Jordanian activists said they purchased an additional ship for $805,000 which could carry as many as 200 
activists. It was said it will carry 35 Jordanian activists. The organizers said that the flotilla will set sail on 
Thursday but noted there may be delays. 

Various reports concerning the Irish snip have also surfaced. Several elements claimed that it was heading towards the 
rendezvous point but soon retracted their statements. It Is apparently docking at an undisclosed port in the Mediterranean 
to avoid delays in Greece. · 

"One ship was damaged and two others are being detained over bureaucratic claims," Hawida Araf of the Free Gaza 
movement told Ynet. 'We will pass the checks as these ridiculous claims are baseless, The ships have already been 
checked." 

The organizers say that claims against the American ship and the Greek-Swedish ship are causing the delays in Greece. 
The activists maintain that Israel sabotaged one ship which resulted in heavier security. 

"The damage was done underwater with a machine that can cut through steel. It could not have happened accidentally. I 
can't say Israeli soldiers did it, but who else wants to stop us?," Aral said. 

She noted that they have boosted security measures. 

Meanwhile, the organizers are disappointed in the limited turnout. Less than 300 are expected to board the flotilla ships. 

According to the organizers, the llalian ship Stefano Chiarim will carry the most passengers with 65 people; Canadian 
ship Tahrir will carry 48 passengers and the American vessel, which is currently detained in Greece, will carry 40 
passengers. 

An additional seven ships are expected to depart from Spain. France, Ireland, Greece, Sweden and Norway. Organizers 
expect 292 participants and 36 members of the press. It is highly likely not all of the vessels will be fit to travel. 

l 
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Meanwhile, two reserve soldiers filed a criminal lawsuit against 14 foreigners who participated in last year's 
flotilla with the Jerusalem Magistrate's Court. 

Aviad Glickman contributed to this report 
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Flotilla Update - July 1 Open Source 

Another Mysterious Malfunction 
Yisrae/ HayomJu/y 1, 2011 {p,2) by Shlomo Cezana et al -- [ ... ] [O]n Thursday Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu 
addressed the issue of the expected flotilla to Gaza and said that "sometimes, we not only need to deflect our enemies' 
physical attacks, but also deflect the attack on our right to protect ourselves." At the end of the IAF flight school 
graduation ceremony in Hatzerim, Netanyahu thanked the many world leaders who spoke out and acted against in 
recent days "against the provocation flotilla," first and foremost the American and European leaders, and the secretary 
general of the United Nations. The prime minister also commended his Greek counterpart George Papandreou, who is 
closely cooperating with Israel in coordinating the moves related to the flotilla. "Israel has the full right to act against the 
attempts to legitimize the smuggling of missiles, rockets and other weaponry for Hamas's terror enclave," Netanyahu 
said, in what could be understood as a hint to the damage some of the flotilla's vessels experienced. 

Defense Minister Ehud Barak predicted on Thursday that the current flotilla would be calmer than the previous one, 
but stressed that Israel was bracing for any possible scenario. "The Marmara is absent and the IHH is absent, but nobody 
can predict that there won't be a small group, or that one of the ships will try to resist forcefully, or a more extreme case 
of somebody who brought ~ea pons and will try to use them," Barak said. He added that thelDF's working_~e-mise wa~ 
that they were liable to face extremely violent resistance, and even use of arms! '-I ,___ -...... 

Barak threatened that a shii:i from which shots would be fired at IOF soldiers would be defined as a "terror ship_j The 
implication would be a different attitude of the soldiers, in other words, the exercise of different procedures and other 
modes of action. "In such a case, things are simpler and more clear-cut. The soldiers will have an easier time dealing 
with it, since if they are fired at, this is no longer a ship of activists to them," security sources said on Thursday. 

Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman said on Thursday that there is a wall-to-wall coalition in the world against the 
flotilla, but "there are marginal groups, anarchists and extreme Islamic groups, that will try to harm Israel by the flotilla. 
There are not coming to help the residents of Gaza, but to confront the State of Israel and create a provocation against 
it. As a sovereign state we can't allow anyone to harm our sovereignty. No self-respecting state would let that happen." 

Information Minister Yuli Edelstein said on Thursday that the fact the flotilla was joined by Amin Abu Rashid, who is in 
charge of raising money for Hamas's terror activities, "is clear-cut evidence that this is not a humanitarian flotilla, but a 
covert flotilla for provocation and terror activity." 

Edelstein added that in the previous flotilla, Rashid spoke of his intention to confront IDF soldiers, which should be 
taken into account as his intention for the current flotilla as well. 

The US State Department on Thursday addressed the claims of deliberate sabotage to the ships, and the deputy 
spokesman said that while not justifying sabotage in any way, the flotilla itself is a bad idea that endangers the 
passengers. 

Opposition Chairwoman Tzippi Livni met on Thursday with UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in New York, and called 
to continue the de legitimization of Ha mas. "Whoever wants to help citizens doesn't do so by severe and unnecessary 
provocations like the planned flotilla. The international community should convey a clear message to this flotilla and 
those that will come, that such provocations are unacceptable and should be prevented and stopped," Livni said. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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The Activists are Splitting _ . ___ .•... 
Yedioth Ahronoth July 1, 2011 (p. 5) by Yossi Yehoshua, Menahem Gani and ltamar Eichner -- Intelligence informatio~ 
·- --·- --- ---·-· --·-··-- -- "---- --- -----~ i 
that has reached Israel indicates that a clash is developing between two groups of activists on the planned flotilla. Th~_ 

· argument_~s o_ve! t_h_e ~parture date tor G_ai~ancl_o11_ willi_ng11_e_ss. tQ_promis~pt_!9_erQplQ_y vig~nc5'_in a~ 5'.n_co_u11~er _v;_i!]l, 
the IDF, . . -· 

Peace activists groups say that they worked on organizing the flotilla for a year and that they should wait until all the 
malfunctions are corrected. In contrast, the extremist group of Arabs, from different countries, is demanding to leave 
now with the ships that are operational (this is eight out of ten ships). Another argument is over the non-consent of the 
Arabs to sign forms obligating them not to use weapons and their extremist statements about their wanting to hurt IDF 
soldiers. [ ... ] 

... Yediot reported that Israel has obtained intelligence about Arab extremists who will not commit themselves to 
renounce violence and who wish for the flotilla to depart now. Yediot quoted a Dutch journalist who was supposed to 
join the flotilla as saying that he and other journalists and crew were leaving it because they had lost faith in the 
operation's organizers. 

ISRAEL RADIO NEWS 7:00 AM Hebrew Report- July 1, 2011 
*Flotilla: The flotilla to Gaza might be further delayed. FiOtiilainitiator Greta Berlin estimated it would set sail~ 
days after the damage to the vessels is repaired. Flotilla·i~;;;:s claim.that Israel sabotaged the ships. ,_ - -·- - ,_ ___ -- __ , 
ISRAEL RADIO July 1, 2011 

GRETA BERLIN, FOUNDER OF THE FREE GAZ.A MOVEMENT AND ONE OF THE PROMINENT ORGANISORS OF 
THE FLOTILLA TOLD IL RADIO OVERNIGHT THAT SHE IS ON BOARD THE VESSEL "AUDACITY OF HOPE" 
ANCHORED IN PIRAEUS, 'WAITING FOR THE FINAL PAPERWORK TO RELEASE OUR BOAT." 

BERLIN TOLD IL RADIO: 

"PEOPLE KEEP ASSURING US WE HAVE ONE MORE THING TO FILL OUT - ONE MORE THING TO DO. THE 
GREEK BUREAUCRACY IS DOING ITS BEST TO PREVENT US FROM GOING BUT WE'RE PRETIY DETERMINED. 
WE'VE SAID WE'RE GOING TO GO IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS::-TffiiNKTHATOURDRbP:DEAD DEADLINE IS 
GOING TO·BE JULY 51!'] I REALISE THAT THAT IS 2 WEEKS LATER THAN WE SAID WE-WERE GOING TOGO, 
BUT l'VE DONE A LOT OF THESE AND WE ARE NEVER ON TIME." 

"SOMETIMES WE FEEL THAT WE ARE THE BESIEGED PEOPLE AS WELL AS THE PALESTINIANS OF GAZ.A. 
ISRAEL IS DOING ITS VERY VERY BEST TO MAKE SURE WE DON'T GET OUT OF PORT BECAUSE ONCE WE 
GET OUT OF PORT -AND WE WILL - THEY ARE NOW FACED WITH WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO DO WITH US. 
SO THEY WOULD RATHER SABOTAGE OUR BOATS, TIE US UP IN PAPERWORK AND PREVENT US FROM 
GOING. ITS DIFFICULT FOR THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT TO UNDERSTAND THAT THAT IS NOT GOING TO 
CHANGE OUR DETERMINATION." 

.• 
Jerusalem Political-Security Update -July 1, 2011 
PM Netanyahu said Thursday [June 30] Israel is fully entitled to try to stop an upcoming flotilla bound 
for the Gaza Strip in an attempt to break Israel's naval blockade on the Strip. The Prime Minister said 
Israel has the full right to operate against efforts to smuggle missiles, rockets and other weapons to Hamas' 
terror enclave. PM Netanyahu expressed his gratitude to many world leaders who expressed themselves and 
acted against this provocation flotilla, including the US, Europe, the UN secretary general and Greek Prime 
Minister. Barnas is a ruthless enemy who maliciously harms the Israeli cities and children and holds Gilad 
Shalit captive against all humane standards, PM Netanyahu added at a graduating ceremony for Israel Air 
Force ilots. 

YNET July 1, 2011 

Gazans unimpressed by flotilla (abridged) 
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Israeli claims over futility of ftotilla receive reinforcement from surprising direction - Gazan businessmen who say it isn't 
imports that are problem, it's exports. 'Gaza doesn't need any more humanitarian aid,' says Gisha movement director 

Israel has been claiming for quite some time that the desire to break through the blockade on the Gaza Strip is devoid of 
any basis since ii is possible to transfer essential goods to Gaza through the monitored crossings. This claim received 
unexpected reinforcement on Thursday from none other than the Gazans themselves. 

In a conversation with Ynet Palestinian businessmen expressed veiled criticism saying that the flotilla organizers 
were missing their target since the main problem wasn't getting goods into Gaza - but exporting them outside of 
the strip. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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law, Rosemacy C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

Categories: 

[RELEASED IN FULL] 

Reisser, Wesley J 
Monday, October 18, 201 O 10:56 AM 
Sutphin, Paul R; Jacoby, Julia I; Dautrich, Jack T; Levinson, Jesse S; Frelich, Karlene H 
FW: US Ship to Gaza Fundraiser with Ann Wright Oct 17th 17:30pm Pacific time-Watch it 
LIVE via witnessgaza.com 
att311 Od.gif; att311 Oe.jpg 

Working 

Supposed new flotilla being planned for February. Ann Wright was one of the Americans on the May 31 sailing and is a 
former FSO. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Richter, Kim B 
Sent: Monday, October 18, 2010 7:32 AM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
Subject: FW: US Ship to Gaza Fundraiser with Ann Wright Oct 17th 17:30pm Pacific time-Watch it LIVE via 
witnessgaza .com 

Apparently there will be another sailing to Gaza in Feb. 2011. 

http://ustogaza.org/ 

From: ann wright [mailto:microann@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 17, 2010 10:00 AM 
To: Gaza Delegations 
Subject: US Ship to Gaza Fundraiser with Ann Wright Oct 17th 17:30pm Pacific time-Watch it LIVE via witnessgaza.com 

I hope you will support the US Ship to Gaza fundraiser where ever you are in the world. 

www.ustogaza.org 

Peace, 

Ann 

Ann Wright 
microann@yahoo.com 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 

Facebook: http://www.www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=50429l l 78 
Twitter: annwright46 · 
"Dissent: Voices of Conscience" www.voicesofconscience.com 

--- On Sun, 10/17/10, Gail Miller <gai/@nvc.rr.com> wrote: 
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[RELEASED IN FULL/ 

law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

From: OpsAlert 

Ullner, Jason H 
Saturday, June 05, 2010 6:31 AM 
NEA-ALL-DL 
Fw: Israeli forces board RACHEL CORRIE (SBU) 

Sent: Sat Jun as 06:17:37 2010 
Subject:: Israeli forces board RACHEL CORRIE (SBU) 

• 
(SBU) Embassy Tel Aviv reports RACHEL.CORRIE was boarded by IDF without resistance or injury and will arrive in 
Ashdod in two hours. Three Israeli naval ships had tailed RACHEL CORRIE tor several hours and issued four demands to 
change course. The vessel refused to comply. 

Automatic electronic distribution to: S, D(S), D(L), P, E, C, M, DG, T, R, PA, G, AF, EAP, EUR, NEA, SCA, WHA, 10, 
S/CRS, S/CT, H, OS, CA, PMAT, INR, IJP, ISN, CMS, S/ES, S/ES-0, NSOC, and WHSR. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer/ 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

[RELEASED IN FULL) 

Tsou, Leslie M 
Monday, July 12, 2010 1:34 PM 
NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; Walles, Jacob; Waters, John R; 
Marchese, Gregory M; Finver, Frank J 
Email 1 of 2 on Eiland Report: MG Eiland Presents the Chief of the General Staff with the 
Conclusions of his Examination Team 
IDF Spokesperson Announcement- Maj. Gen. (Res.) Eiland Presents the Chief of the General 
Staff with the Conclusions of his Examination T earn .doc 

This is the first of two emails about the Eiland Report. What we don't yet have jg a copy of the report itself; but 
Embassy TA is working on it. 

Leslie 

From: IDF News Desk <idfnewsdesk@idf.gov.il> 
To: idfnewsdesk@idf.gov.il <idfnewsdesk@idf.gov.il>; idfnewmedia@gmail.com <idfnewmedia@gmail.com> 
Sent: Mon Jul 12 17:20:17 2010 
Subject: IDF Spokesperson Announcement- Maj. Gen. (Res.) Eiland Presents !he Chief of the General Staff with the 
Conclusions of his Examination Team 

~«fJ 
~!'m1\1J1 

-IDFI .. ..._., 

For Immediate Release 
July 12h, 2010 

17:00 

Maj. Gen. (Res.) Eiland Presents the Chief of the General Staff with the Conclusions of his 

Examination Team 

The IDF Chief of the General Staff, Lt. Geo. Gabi Ashkenazi, received the conclusions reached by a team of 

experts, headed by Maj. Geo. (Res.) Giora Eilaod, tasked with examining the incideots that took place at sea on 

May31" 2010. 

Maj. Gen. Eilaod presented the team's findings aod conclusions to the Chief of the General Staff as well as to 

officers from the General Staff aod from other IDF braoches aod directorates who were involved in the 

preparations aod in the actual boarding of the flotilla. The core of the report was presertted the Mirrister of 

Defense oflsrael as well. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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The team was appointed by the Chief of the General Staff to examine the deployment towards the flotilla, the 

chosen course of action and other possible alternatives, advance preparations, and the operation's 

implementation. 

The team included eight officers and their examination focused on intelligence, Naval command, the naval 

commando unit responsible for carrying out the operation, the Israel Air Force, media relations, technological 

alternatives, medical aspects and legal counsel and international law. 

The examination presented various lessons on a broad, systemic level, not only as regards this specific operation 

(stopping the flotilla). 

Jn terms of the intelligence effort, the team concluded that not all possible intelligence gathering methods were 

fully implemented and that the coordination between Navy Intelligence and the Israel Defense Intelligence was 

insufficient. At the same time, the team emphasized that it is not certain that an optimal intelligence effort 

would create a complete intelligence picture. The team also pointed out that the anticipated level of violence 

used against the forces was underestimated. 

In terms of situation assessments towards the flotilla, the team clarified that the operation relied exces.sively on 

a single course of action, albeit a probable one, while no alternative courses of action were prepared for the 

event of more dangerous scenarios. 

Regarding technological alternatives, the team determined that on the day of the incident, decision makers were 

not presented with alternative operational courses of action other than a full boarding of the flotilla. The team 

emphasized the fact that as far as is currently known, no country in the world holds the ability to stop a vessel at 

sea in a non hostile manner. Therefore statements made on this matter following the incident are unfounded and 

irresponsible. At the same time, the team determined that alternative courses of action could have existed had 

the process of preparation begun enough time in advance, and recommended to accelerate the process of 

examining alternative methods. 

The expert team determined that regarding media relations, the preparations made in advance were good. 

However, the release of press statements and visual materials was delayed due to the need to maintain 

reliability, the obligation to notify the families of the critically injured soldiers and the long authorization 

process at the levels above the IDF Spokesperson Unit. The team noted with favor the work of the JDF 

spokesperson following the incident and emphasized the need for better coordination between the IDF, the 

foreign ministry and other foreign affairs institutions. 

In terms of commanding over the operation, the team determines that the location of the commanders during the 

incident and the presence of the Commander of the Israel Navy at sea during the operation, was proper and fit 
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with the Chief of the General Staffs view regarding the role of commanders at the front lines of IDF activity. 

His presence proved effective in terms of the decision making process, saving lives and more. The team praised 

the Israel Navy combat protocols, the preparations of the Naval Commando Unit, the Navy Command, the 

Electronic Warfare Formation and the medical evacuation. 

The team determined that the Navy Commando soldiers operated properly, with professionalism, bravery and 

resourcefulness and that the commanders exhibited correct decision making. The report further determines that 

the use of live fire was justified and that the entire operation is estimable. 

The team noted with favor the various stages of medical evacuation of the injured by air and by sea, including 

the injured passengers of the Mavi Marmara. In addition the team pointed out the serious attitude with which 

the General Staff and the Israel Navy approached the matter, as expressed in the preparations. 

Maj. Gen. (Res.) Eiland noted with favor the degree of cooperation and transparency exhibited by those 

involved in the examination at all levels. In the summary of the examination Maj. Gen. Eiland determined that 

the issue should be viewed with perspective, being that the damage caused to Israel is not as severe as it seemed 

following the incident. In addition, he said that a there's a tendency to draw general conclusions based on a 

single incident and that "the fact that the IDF examines itself and others do not, results in that only the errors of 

the IDF are publicized", according to Maj. Gen. Eiland. 

This message bas been scanned for viruses and 
dangerous content by MailScanner, and is 
believed to be clean. 
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[RELEASED IN FULL) 

IDF SPOKESPERSON 
ANNOUNCEMENT 'J"il:!i 1:111 

July, 12" 2010 
1700 

IDF Spokesperson 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Maj. Gen. (Res.) Eiland Presents the Chief of the General Staff with 

the Conclusions of his Examination Team 

The IDF Chief of. the General Staff, Lt. Gen. Gabi Ashkenazi, received the 

conclusions reached by a team of experts, headed by Maj. Gen. (Res.) Giora Eiland, 

tasked with examining the incidents that took place at sea on May 31'' 2010. 

Maj. Gen. Eiland presented the team's findings and conclusions to the Chief of the 

General Staff as well as to officers from the General Staff and from other IDF 

branches and directorates who were involved in the preparations and in the actual 

boarding of the flotilla. The core of the report was presented the Minister of Defense 

ofisrael as well. 

The team was appointed by the Chief of the General Staff to examine the deployment 

towards the flotilla, the chosen course of action and other possible alternatives, 

advance preparations, and the operation's implementation. 

The team included eight officers and their examination focused on intelligence, Naval 

command, the naval commando unit responsible for carrying out the operation, the 

Israel Air Force, media relations, technological alternatives, medical aspects and legal 

counsel and international law. 

The examination presented various lessons on a broad, systemic level, not only as 

regards this specific operation (stopping the flotilla). 

In terms of the intelligence effort, the team concluded that not all possible intelligence 

gathering methods were fully implemented and that the coordination between Navy 

IDF Spokesperson Unit- Foreign Press Branch 

News Desk: +972-3-6080245/8 
European & Pacific Media Desk: +972-2-5485800 
North American Media Desk: +972-2-5485807 

Latin-American & Asian Media Desk: +972-2-5485801 

Arabic Media Desk: 
Russian Media Desk 
Official IDF Website: 
IDF Spokesperson Blog: 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 

+972-2-5485802 
+972-2-5485808 
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July, 12th 2010 
1700 

IDF SPOKESPERSON 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

~ol~ 
"" '.!"II~ lJ.11 

IDF Spokesperson 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Intelligence and the Israel Defense Intelligence was insufficient. At the same time, the 

team emphasized that it is not certain that an optimal intelligence effort would create a 

complete intelligence picture. The team also pointed out that the anticipated level of 

violence used against the forces was underestimated. 

In terms of situation assessments towards the flotilla, the team clarified that the 

operation relied excessively on a single course of action, albeit a probable one, while 

no alternative courses of action were prepared for the event of more dangerons 

scenarios. 

Regarding technological alternatives, the team detennined that on the day of the 

incident, decision makers were not presented with alternative operational courses of 

action other than a full boarding of the flotilla. The team emphasized the fact that as 

far as is currently known, no country in the world holds the ability to stop a vessel at 

sea in a non hostile marmer. Therefore statements made on this matter following the 

incident are unfounded and irresponsible. At the same time, the team detennined that 

alternative courses of action could have existed had the process of preparation begun 

enough time in advance, and reco=ended to accelerate the process of examining 

alternative methods. 

The expert team determined that regarding media relations, the preparations made in 

advance were good. However, the release of press statements and visual materials was 

delayed due to the need to maintain reliability, the obligation to notify the families of 

the critically injured soldiers and the long authorization process at the levels above the 

JDF Spokesperson Unit. The team noted with favor the work of the JDF spokesperson 

following the incident and emphasized the need for better coordination between the 

JDF, the foreign ministry and other foreign affairs institutions. 

IDF Spokesperson Unit- Foreign Press Branch 

News Desk: +972-3-6080245/B 

European & Pacific Media Desk: +972-2-5485800 
North American Media Desk: +972-2-5485807 
Latin-American & Asian Media Desk: +972-2-5485801 

Arabic Media Desk: 

Russlan Media Desk: 
Official IDF Website: 
IDF Spokesperson Blog: 

+972-2-5485802 

+972-2-5485808 
idf.il/English 

idfspokesperson.com 
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July, 12'h 2010 
1700 

IDF SPOKESPERSON 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
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IDF Spokesperson 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

In terms of commanding over the operation, the team determines that the location of 

the commanders d~ing the incident and the presence of the Commander of the Israel 

Navy at sea during the operation, was proper and fit with the Chief of the General 

Staff's view regarding the role of commanders at the front lines of IDF activity. His 

presence proved effective in tenns of the decision making process, saving lives and 

more. The team praised the Israel Navy combat protocols, the preparations of the 

Naval Commando Unit, the Navy Command, the Electronic Warfare Formation and 

the medical evacuation. 

The team determined that the Navy Commando soldiers operated properly, with 

professionalism, bravery and resourcefulness and that the commanders exhlbited 

correct decision making. The report further determines that the use of live fire was 

justified and that the entire operation is estimable. 

The team noted with favor the various stages of medical evacuation of the injured by 

air and by sea, including the injured passengers of the Mavi Marmara. In addition the 

team pointed out the serious attitude with which the General Staff and the Israel Navy 

approached the matter, as expressed in the preparations. 

Maj. Gen. (Res.) Eiland noted with favor the degree of cooperation and transparency 

exhlbited by those involved in the examination at all levels. fo the swnmary of the 

examination Maj. Gen. Eiland determined that the issue should be viewed with 

perspective, being th.at the damage caused to Israel is not as severe as it seemed 

following the incident. In addition, he said that a there's a tendency to draw general 

conclusions based on a single incident and that "the fact that the IDF examines itself 

IDF Spokesperson Unit - Foreign Press Branch 

News Desk: +972-3-6080245/8 
European & Pacific Me<Jia Desk: +972-2-5485800 

North American Media Desk: +972-2-5485807 
Latin-American & Asian Media Desk: +972-2-5485801 

Arabic Media Desk: 
Russian Media Desk: 

Official IDF Website: 
IDF Spokesperson Blog: 

+972-2-5485602 
+972-2-5485806 

idf.il/English 
idfspokesperson.com 
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July, 12'" 2010 
1700 

IDF Spok1!5Person 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

and others do not, results in that only the errors of the IDF are publicized", according 

to Maj. Gen. Eiland. 

IDF Spokesperson Unit - Foreign Press Branch 

News Desk: +972-3-6080245/8 Arabic Media Desk: +972-2-5485802 

European & Pacific Media Desk: +972-2-5485800 Russian Media Desk: +972-2-5485808 

North American Media Desk: +972-2-5485807 Official IDF Website: idf.il/Eng\ish 

Latin-American & Asian Media Desk: +972-2-5485801 IDF Spokesperson Blog: idfspokesperson.com 
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IDF SPOKESPERSON 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
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July 12'", 2010 

18:10 

IDF Spokesperson 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The IDF Chief of the General Staff Refers to the Conclusions of the 

Eiland Report 

The IDF Chief of the General Staff, Lt Gen. Gabi Ashkenazi, announced today that 

he adopts the report and the conclusions made by the expert team following the 

examination of the Flotilla incident "Winds of the Sky 7". The Chiefofthe General 

Staff thanked the team and its head, Maj. Gen. (Res.) Giora Eiland, for their thorough 

and comprehensive examination, which was presented to him and to a group of other 

commanders, this morning. 

The Chief of the General Staff appointed the IDF Operations Branch and the Doctrine 

and Training Division, to gather the conclusions and follow their implementation by 

all of the relevant IDF branches. The Chiefof the General Staff said that an expert's 

examination of this kind is at the foundations of the ID F's organizational culture as a 

supervised, transparent and constantly learning institution which aims to continue and 

improve in order to face the challenges before him. 

Lt. Gen. Ashkenazi added that the flotilla incident is an opportunity that should not be 

wasted to learn and reach conclusions. "The IDF is confident enough to critically 

examine itself and improve based on the conclusions. This is the heart and soul of the 

IDF", said the Chief of the General Staff and added: "Not me, nor did the examination 

team identify a failure or negligence, but nonetheless, an examination as thorough as 

this brings up mistakes which must be corrected for future incidents". 

IDF Spokesperson Unit- Foreign Press Branch 

Ne.ws Desk: +972-3-6080245/8 Arabic Media Desk: +972·2·5485802 
European & Pacific Mecla Desk: +972·2·5485800 Russian Media Desk: +972·2·5485808 
North American Media Desk: +972-2-5485807 Official IDFWebsite: ldf.il/Engllsh 
Latin-American & Asian Media Desk: +972-2-5485801 IDF Spokesperson Blog: idfspokesperson.com 
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July 12", 2010 

18:10 

IDF SPOKESPERSON 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

®~~ 
'J"i1Y 1:::111 
IDF Spokespenon 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The Chief of the General Staff expressed his appreciation for the Israel Navy and the 

Naval Commando Unit, which for the past three and a half years proved high and 

unique capabilities in the field of boarding boats during various known and unknown 

incidents. He stated: "We continue to send our soldiers every day, in the air, on land 

and at sea, to missions much more dangerous than this flotilla. We want them to 

continue to act charge and take risks. I wouldn't want commanders and soldiers to 

embark on missions much more complicated and dangerous, knowing that back on 

land, or past the border at home, there waits an investigation committee. Therefore, 

the centrality of the examination, its thoroughness and quality, are a central method in 

our military culture". 

IDF Spokesperson Unit - Foreign Press Branch 

News Desk: 

European & Pacific-Media Desk: 
North American Media Desk: 

+972-3-6080245/B 

+972-2-5485800 
+972-2-5485807 

Latin-American & Asian Media Desk: +972-2-5485801 

Arabic Media Desk: 
Russian Media Desk: 
Official I OF Website: 

+972-2-5485802 
+972-2-5485808 

!di.ii/English 

IDF Spokesperson Blog: idfspokesperson.rnm 
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law, Rosemary c 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

[REI.EASED IN FULL/ 

Blaukopf, Ruth B · 
Wednesday, June 02, 2010 5:23 AM 
Burnett, David R; Frelich, Karlene H; Giauque, Jeffrey G (Belgrade); Goldberger, Thomas H; 
Hale, David M; Harden, Dave; Hertzberg, David A; Holmstrom, Todd C; Irwin. Matthew T; 
Jacoby. Julia I; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Knopf, Payton L; Lentz. Andrew N; Sievers. Marc J; 
Mayo, Iris J; Reisser, Wesley J; Roberts, Kristi; Sachar, Alon (NEAllPA); Sindle, James M; 
Waters. John R; Greene, Elisa; Harutunian, Ruben; Parker, Andrew C; Zeroubavely, Sandra 
S; Holst, Alan R (Manila); Grubb, Jason B; Levin, Jan; Honigstein, Michael D; Michaels, David 
G; Nelson, Timothy (Tel Aviv) 
DEPORTATIONS UPDATE- IL RADIO 

IL RADIO REPORTS THAT TO DATE 325 PERSONS DETAINED FROM THE GAZA FLOTILLA HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED TO 
BEN GURION AIRPORT FOR DEPORTATION TO TURKEY.APPROXIMATELY 180 REMAIN· IN JAIL AND WILL BE 
TRANSFERRED TO THE AIRPORT IN THE COMING HOURS. IL RADIO'S REPORTER ADI ME'IRI SAYS IL INTENDS TO DEPORT 
ALL THE FOREIGN NATIONALS DETAINED IN CONNENCTION WITH THE GA"ZA FLOTILLA BY THE END OF THE DAY. 

Ruth 
in accorrku1c~· u•ith t/Je policie.r af!d pro~dun.•s n11tli.utd in fX(l~~lliw order 1 ~958 thh iJJ/lll!I i.r lJl\i(,""1_.rlSSlf"lED 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

YNET 18:18 , 06.02.10 

[RELEASED IN FULL! 

Blaukopf, Ruth B 
Wednesday, June 02, 2010 11:57 AM 
Burnett, David R; Coley, Lea M; Frelich, Karlene H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Goldberger, Thomas 
H; Hale, David M; Harden, Dave; Hertzberg, David A; Holmstrom, Todd C; Irwin, Matthew T; 
Jacoby, Julia I; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Knopf, Payton L; Lentz, Andrew N; Sievers, Marc J; 
Reisser, Wesley J; Roberts, Kristi (Tel Aviv); Sachar, Alon (NENIPA); Sindle, James M; 
Waters, John R; Greene, Elisa; Harutunian, Ruben; Parker, Andrew C; Zeroubavely, Sandra 
S; Holst, Alan R; Grubb, Jason B; Levin, Jan; Honigstein, Michael D; Michaels, David G; 
Nelson, Timothy (Tel Aviv) 
DEPORTATIONS UPDATE@ CoB --YNET 

State Prosecutor: All foreign flotilla detainees have been released 

State Prosecutor Moshe Lador said that .. all the foreign detainees from the aid convoy have been released; some are at the 
airport and some are already on board airplanes. There is only one injured person that cannot be flown for medical reasons, 
but Israel has not detained even one passenger from the ship." 

Lader did not give out information regardirig detainees that are not considered foreign citizens, namely Israelis and Palestinians. 

(Ronen Medzini) 

) 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Vasquez,EdgarJ 
Friday, June 24, 2011 12:14 PM 
Sutphin, Paul R; NEA-IPA-DL 
Article on Gaza Flotilla 

Working 

AP has picked up on our statement. .. 

US steps ups pressure on Gaza flotilla activists 

By MATTHEW LEE - The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - (AP) The Obama administration is stepping up pressure on activists planning to challenge 
Israel's sea blockade of the Gaza Strip, warning that they will face action from Israeli authorities and that 
American participants may also be violating U.S. law. 

The State Department said Friday that attempts to break the blockade are "irresponsible and provocative" and 
that Israel has well-established means of delivering assistance to the Palestinian residents of Gaza. It noted that 
the territory is run by the militant Hamas group, a U.S. designated foreign terrorist organization, and that 
Americans providing support to it are subject to fines and jail. 

The warning is the third in as many days and follows the announcement by 36 Americans that they will sail 
aboard a U.S.-flagged vessel in a flotilla to Gaza. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ . 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Categories: 

Jakobson, Nicholas W 
Monday, June 27, 2011 10:47 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL; EUR-SE-DL; NEA-Egypt; PM-CPMS; SES-0; Vasquez, Edgar J; Grubb, Jason 
B; Levin, Jan; Silverman, Robert J; Walles, Jacob; Sutphin, Paul R; Richler, Kim B; Worman, 
Patrick F; Zurcher, Kenneth M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Masilko, Barbar? J (USUN); 
Marchese, Gregory M; Blome, Donald A; Waters, John R; Pilz, Amanda C; Miller, Walter R; 
'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; 'Melissa Russell'; Jacobson, Michael N; Bilge, Kerem S; CA­
OCS-Duty; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Rodriguez, Hugo F; Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria; Greene, Elisa; 
George, Leah; Daniels, Cherrie S; Slakey, Monica M; Rudman, Mara; Reed, Julia G; Khoury­
Kincannon, Sahar; Bitar, Maher B; Norman, Marc E; Nardi, Margaret H; Smith, Daniel B 
(Athens); Miller, Thomas S (Athens); Lawton, Daniel J (Athens); Cockrell, John D (Athens); 
McKeever, Matthew X (Athens); Brandeis, Katherine L (Athens) 
Announcement by Flotilla Organizers 

Working 

Announcement issued by the flotilla organizers following their press conference in Athens. 

(http:ijwww.shiptogaza.gr/English/News-Announcements/item/738-GAZA.-WE-ARE-COMING-Despite-pressure-and­
t hreat s-of-violen ce, -flot illa-will-sa ii) 

[Athens] On Saturday, 25 June, the French boat,. Dignity I Karam a, left the port of Corsica to 
meet up with at least nine other vessels sailing to Gaza to challenge Israel's illegal blockade. 
Israel's best efforts to stop our boats at port, including pressure on governments, threats 
against insurance and communications companies, intimidation of human rights defenders, 
and other underhanded tactics, have thus far failed. [he i=reedorrd'.loti!!!!}las _!;_!!!__sjlij] 

In the coming days the rest of the vessels in the flotilla, two cargo ships and seven other passenger boats, will leave from various ports 

to a meeting point in international waters from which the boats will sail all together towards Gaza. We will carry nearly three thousand 
tons of aid and hundreds of civilians from dozens of countries, including members of parliament, politicians, writers, artists, journalists 
and sports figures, as well as representatives of in~igenous peoples and various faith groups. 

Unfortunately some of our vessels are facing delays admittedly prompted by frivolous complaints from the Israel Law Center, attempted 

sabotage of some boats, as well as administrative obstacles created by the Greek government in response to Israeli pressure. We call 
upon the Greek government not to become complicit in Israel's illegal actions by succumbing to this pressure. 

There is no question that Israel's near hennetic closure of the Gaza Strip is illegal; this has been affinned again and again by numerous 
international human rights bodies including the United Nations and the International Committee of the Red Cross. There is no question 
that Israel's closure policy has had a devastating effect on the occupied people of Gaza. This has also been well documented. The only 
question is why does the international community of states allow Israel to keep violating the law and rights of the Palestinian people 
with impunity? 

Recent steps taken by Israel to address the concerns raised in the public eye by the Freedom Flotilla II - Stay Human initiative. 

Including las\ week's announcement of authorization for construction materials for 1,200 homes and 18 schools in Gaza, prove that 
flotillas work. However, this Is not enough, as our effort is not simply about increasing humanitarian aid to Gaza. It is about freedom for 
Palestinians in Gaza and the rest of the occupied Palestinian tenitor1es. Calls by some world leaders for flotilla organizers to use 
~established channels" to deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza show a fundamental disregard tor Palestinian human rights. The Palestinian 
people do not want handouts from the International community; rather they want liberation - a call we must all support. 

Therefore, despite intimidation, pressure, and threats of violence from the Israeli government, which is not ashamed to boast that it will 
use snipers and attack dogs against unanned civilians, we will sail. We are part of a growing movement, led by Palestinian civil society 

]REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Revi~werj 
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' campaigning for their freedom, that Israel's strong-arm tactics cannot stop. We call on our governments to do their utmost to protect 
their citizens as we take to the sea, nonviolently, in defense of freedom, human rights, and the rule of law. Gaza, we are coming. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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law, Rosemary c 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

!RELEASED IN FULL] 

Shelstad, Jeffrey 
Monday. May 31, 2010 9:50 PM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
SES-0 Shift-Ill 

Subject: (AP) Israel sending American on seized ship home 

WASHINGTON - (AP) A former U.S. ambassador aboard a Gaza aid ship seized by Israel commandos is on his way 
home, his wife said. Edward Peck, 80, of Chevy Chase, Md., was among activists in the flotilla trying to get humanitarian 
aid to Gaza, said his wife, Ann Peck. She said she received a brief e-mail from Israel's foreign ministry on May 31 
informing her that her husband was fine and headed home. The e-mail said he would likely arrive June 1 and would call 
from a New York airport when he landed, Ann Peck said. She said that as of the evening of May 31 she hadn't spoken 
with U.S. officials, nor was she able to talk to her husband, a former U.S. ambassador to Mauritania. 

Jeff Shelstad 
Watch Officer 
Department ot State Operations Center (S/ES-0) 
ShelstadJ@state.gov (202) 647-1512 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

From: OpsNewsTicker 

Conlon, Steven M 
Friday, July 01, 2011 4:09 PM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
FW.: Greece intercepts Gaza-bound American activists (Reuters) 

Sent: Friday, July 01, 2011 4:08 PM 
To: NEWS-EUR; NEWS-NEA 
Cc: SES-O_Shift-III; SES-0_05; SES-O_CMS 
Subject: Greece intercepts Gaza-bound American activists (Reuters) 

A THENS/JERUSALEM (Reuters) - Greece prevented a boat of U.S. activists from sailing on Friday to join a 
flotilla of pro-Palestinian campaigners planning to challenge Israel's sea blockade of the Gaza Strip. 

The small flotilla of activists from the United States, France and Canada was due to leave at least a week 
ago, but the departure has been constantly put back amid allegations of sabotage. 

The Greek coastguard intercepted the boat soon after it left the port of Perama, near Piraeus, for the open 
sea, one of the activists said. 

"We are just here, two miles off Piraeus," said U.S. activist Ann Wright, aboard the ship. "We've been 
stopped by the coastguard. Their ship manoeuvred in front of us and they are now talking to the captain. They 
want us to turn around,'' she told Reuters by phone. 

Some hours later the vessel started heading back to the Greek shore, said a coastguard official who declined 
to be named. 

Wright said the mission had wanted to sail to the Greek island of Crete but the coastguard would not allow 
them. 

Greek authorities said earlier on Friday that ships destined for Gaza -- which involves transit through 
international waters -- were prohibited from leaving Greek ports. 

But another activist said the coastguard's interception was illegal and would not deter the rest of the flotilla, 
which is expected to leave in the following days. 

"The interception does affect us but we believe it is illegal and unreasonable," Vangelis Pissias told Reuters. 
"We are determined to continue. How can they be doing this?" 

Israel says its blockade of Gaza is aimed at stopping weapons from reaching the enclave's rulers, Hamas -­
an Islamist group that is branded a terrorist organisation by the West. 

Palestinians and their supporters say the naval blockade is illegal and constitutes collective punishment for 
Gaza's LS million residents. 

Israel has urged foreign governments not to let the latest convoy get under way. On Thursday, Israeli Prime 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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Minister Benjamin Netanyahu thanked allies, including Greece, for taking steps to block the activists. 

A spokeswoman for the campaigners said the flotilla would set sail from Greece by the middle of next 
week. 

"Israel is doing its very, very best to make sure we don't get out of port," spokeswoman Greta Berlin said, 
speaking by telephone from Greece where some of the ships are moored. 

"We want to move the boats by July 5 to get to our rendezvous point no later than July 6 or 7 ... We will go 
with what we have," she said adding that nine boats were now hoping to take part in the mission against original 
plans for up to 15. 

Irish activists accused Israel on Thursday of sabotaging their boat in Turkey, stopping it from sailing to 
Gaza. 

Israel has denounced the flotilla as a provocation, but has denied allegations that it sabotaged either the Irish 
boat or a Swedish vessel that reported propeller damage after berthing in a Greek port. 

Just over a year ago, Israeli marines stormed another pro-Palestinian flotilla that had set sail from Turkey 
and approached Gaza. Nine activists died in the onboard clashes, provoking an international outcry. 

Nows Tickers alerl senior Department officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did in its original publication end does not contain analysis or commentary 
by Deparlment sources. 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: Brownstein, David P 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Saturday, July 02, 2011 9:58 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 

Subject: Fw: Israel denies it damaged Gaza bound ships (AP) 

qavid Brownstein 
NEA Staff Assistant 
brownsteindp@state.gov 
brownsteindp@state.sgov.gov 
Office: 202 647-7216 
Mobile: 202 664 3724 

*For the quickest reply, please always email the nea-staff-assistants-dl collective 

From: OpsNewslicker 
Sent: Saturday, July 02, 2011 09:38 AM 
To: NEWS-NEA 
Cc: SES-O_Shilt-JI; SES-0_05; SES-O_CMS 
Subject: Israel denies it damaged Gaza bound ships (AP) 

JERUSALEM (AP) - Israel has denied claims it sabotaged ships trying to breach its sea blockade of the Gaza 
Strip. 

Activists accuse Israel of damaging two ships docked in Turkey and Greece that are part of a flotilla 
attempting to reach the Palestinian territory with humanitarian aid. Efforts were further stalled Friday when 
Greece prevented ships from sailing. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman Yigal Palmor on Saturday dismissed the sabotage charges as "ridiculous," 
calling them "sad conspiracy theories." 

Israel says it imposed the blockade in 2007 to stop weapons reaching the Islamic militant group Hamas that 
rules Gaza. Activists describe the blockade as a form of incarceration for the Palestinians. 

Nine activists were killed last year in an Israeli raid on a similar flotilla. 

Nows Tickers alerl Sf.Jn/or Department officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did In its original publication and does not contain analysis or commentary 
by Department sources. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

David Brownstein 

Brownstein, David P 
Thursday, June 30, 201112:05 PM 
NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
FW: Israel foreign minister: Don't take eyes off Iran (AP) 

NEA Staff Assistant 
brownsteindp@state.gov 
brownsteindp@state.sgov.gov 
Office: 202 647-7216 
Mobile: 202 664 3724 

*For the quickest reply, please a/ways email the nea-staff-assistants-d/ collective 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: OpsNewsTicker 
sent: Thursday, June 30, 2011 11:54 AM 
To: NEWS-NEA; NEWS-Iran 
Cc: SES-O_ShifHI; SES-0_05 
Subject: Israel foreign minister: Don't take eyes off Iran (AP) 

VIENNA (AP) - Israel's foreign minister says Iran is using the smoke screen of Mideast unrest to advance both 
its missile and nuclear programs. 

Avigdor Lieberman also urged would-be participants of the pro-Palestinian flotilla to give up their plans and 
deliver their aid to U.N. supervised ports for distribution. 

Lieberman spoke to reporters Thursday after meeting with Austrian Foreign Minister Michael Spindelegger. 
Spindelegger said Austria had not yet made up its mind whether to support U.N. recognition of a Palestinian 
state, adding he preferred a joint EU approach to the issue. 

News Tickers a/erl senior Deparlment officials to breaking news. This item appears as it did in its original publication and does not contain analysis or commentary 
by Department sources. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

(RELEASED IN FULLI 

Brownstein, David P 
Friday, July 01, 2011 10:44 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 

Subject: FW: Gaza flotilla boat departs from Greek port (AP) 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: OpsNewsTicker 
Sent: Friday, July 01, 201110:37 AM 
To: NEWS-CA; NEWS-EUR; NEWS-Mahogany; NEWS-NEA 
Cc: SES-0 . 
Subject: Gaza flotilla boat departs from Greek port (AP) 

ATHENS (AP) - Witnesses say a boat carrying several dozen Americans, who seek to break Israel's sea 
blockade of the Gaza Strip has set sail from a Greek port. 

The boat dubbed "The Audacity of Hope" is part of a flotilla of nine vessels and several hundred activists 
who say they want to deliver aid to the Palestinian territory. The boat left the port of Perama on Friday 
afternoon. 

American activists have alleged that the administrative delays in their plans were caused by Israeli pressure 
on Greece. 

Israel has said it will thwart any effort to breach the sea blockade of Gaza. 

NewsTtck.ers ate rt senior Department offidals to breaking news. This Item appears as it did in its original publication and doos not contain analysis or com mental}' 
by Department sources. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Snipes, Christopher K 
Thursday, June 30, 2011 9:20 AM 
Riley, Robert J; Gregonis, Meghan E 
NEA-IPA-DL 
FW: Gaza Flotilla Update 

Update on one of the boats in Greek docks. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Lawton, Daniel J (Athens) 
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2011 9:18 AM 
To: Snipes, Christopher K; Goodman, !Ian A 
Cc: Cockrell, John D (Athens) 
Subject: Gaza Flotilla Update 

FYI. Regards, Dan L. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Martin, Leah A (Athens) 
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2011 3:05 PM 
To: Lawton, Daniel J (Athens) 
Subject: Gaza flotilla update, this just in 

'.•· 

Per two Gaza flotilla websites, passengers on the U.S. Boat to Gaza, The Audacity of Hope, invited Greek and r- -·-----·· 
international media to inspect the boat on Ju_n_e 30 at 3:00 prn in Pera ma, Greeci. The passengers note that they were 
inspected by Greek officials on Monday, June 27, but have not yet received notification of their findings. Gale Courey 
Toensing, a passenger on the American boat said to the media today, "Our voyage is totally transparent and we have 
nothing to hide. All we want to do is sail to Gaza with our cargo of letters from Americans to the people of Gaza. We are 
sulfur-free and ready to sail." Due to vandalism discovered Monday on the propeller of the Swedish-Greek vessel 
Juliano, flotilla participants have organized guard duty rosters for each ship that is due to sail for Gaza. The Juliano was 
towed for repairs to a shipyard at another port and should be ready to sail on July 1 pending another assessment by 
Greek officials. The Canadian ship, which an anonymous complaint also labeled unfit to sail, has been reinspected and 
received clearance as seaworthy. 

Leah A. Martin 
Political Officer 
U.S. Embassy Athens 
(210) 720-2382 
Mnrtin lA@sta te. ~ov 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Guarin, Marc F 
Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:29 PM 
Sindle, James M 

Doc No. C18750513 Date: 12/17/2012 

Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, 
Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca L; Pamper, Stephen; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; 
Heinemann, Thomas B 

Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location ) 

Marc 
Classification Extended on: 11/28/2012 - Class: SECRET - Authority: DSCG 11-1 -o Declassify on: 
6/3/2035 

From: Sindle, James M 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:19 PM 
To: Guarin, Marc F 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L; Pomper, Stephen; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Heinemann, Thomas B · 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie LOCiltion 

Rogerthat - one and the same. 

From: Guarin, Marc F 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:16 PM 
To: Sindle, James M 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L; Pamper, Stephen; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location 

James-

Marc 

From: Pamper, Stephen 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:02 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Sindle, James M; Guarin, Marc F; Jacobson, Linda; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampalne, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location 

L/PM will take a look at this and get bacl\_lOdtb..ad<dilli:lllflillLOUubts_ __ ~--------~ 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer 
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From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 1:20 PM 
To: Sindle, James M; Guarin, Marc F; Pamper, Stephen; Jacobson, Linda 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Retiecca 
L 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location 

Jim -- Adding others in L here {and this issue is mainly in L/PM's lane). Here are my understandings: 

85 

85 

11anKs, 
Kevin 
L/OES 

From: Sindle, James M 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 12:39 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampalne, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L 
Subject: (S/NF) Corrie Location 
Importance: High 

SECRET //NOFORN 

Kevin, 

Thanks, 

Jim 

From: 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----' 

Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 8:15 PM 
To: Sindle, James M 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location (SECRET) 

Classification: SECRET I/REL TO USA, AUS, CAN, GBR 

Mr. Sindle, 

2 
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Attached is a powerpoint slide showind 
I -~~------------< 

From: Sindle, James M [mailto:SindleJM@state.sgov.gov] 
sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 12:23 AM 

83 DOD-CP 

To: J2 ADDI JCS; Williams, Richard A.; Loewy, Benjamin D.; Clay, Andreia; Szekely, Peter M. PB3; JAC IDWM MWA; 
Pruce, Joseph L. LT; Suldo, Joseph GG-14; Schlereth, LCDR Frank G.; McGrory, James P; Sanford, Lara N; Giese, Ashton 
K 
Subject: (S/NF) Corrie Location 
Importance: High 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET/NOFORN 

Folks, 

86 

85 

1.4(0) 
c,--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-81 

By the way, Embassy Nicosia informed me today that the Challenger 11, according to Cypriot authorities, is in 
the port of Limassol, Cyprus. Cypriots have also said they are.not allowing it to leave. 

V/R, 

Jim Sindle 

Pol-Mil Officer 

Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs 

U.S. Department of State 

Phone: 202-647-4386 

ClassNet: SindleJM@state.sgov.gov 

' 
Open Net: SindleJM@state.gov 

UnlE'SS otherwise noted, this email is classlfled SECRET per E.O. 12958, Reasons 1.4 (b) and [d). Declassify 10 years from date sent. 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: Sindle, James M 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 3:38 PM 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Dwyer, Stuart A; Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
Goldberger! Thomas H: Boyer, Spencer P 
RE: (S/NF) 

~------------~ 

Negative. 

From: Dwyer, Stuart A 
sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 3:29 PM 
To: Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
Cc: Goldberger, Thomas H; Boyer, Spencer P 
Subject: FW: (S/NFJI 

~------------~ 

Any update from there on status of the Corrie? SD 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: SECRET//NOFORN 
Classified by: Stuart Dwyer, Deputy Director, EUR/WE, Department of State 
Reason: 1.4{d) 
Declassify On: 2020/06/04 

From: McEldowney, Nancy E 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 3:04 PM 
To: Dwyer, Stuart A; Boyer, Spencer P 
Cc: Hackworth, Jasonr-K~------------, 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) ~----------~ 

What is the latest on 
~---------------' 

From: Slattery, Phillip T 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 10:27 AM 
To: Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group; SES_DutyDeputies; S_SpecialAssistants; D(S); D(L); P; C; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
Cc: SWO; SES-0 Shift-II 
Subject: (5/NF)r"~~--------~ 

SECRET/NOFORN 

Colleagues-

The latest information Ops has received 

Ops will continue to monitor the situation and update accordingly. 

Regards, 
!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

-Phil! 
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SECRET/NOFORN 

Phillip T. Slattery 
Senior Watch Officer 
State Department Operations Center (S/ES-0) 
SlatteryPT@state .sgov .gov 
tel: 202-647-1512 
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· SECRET//NOFORN 
DECL: 08/29/2025 

GAZA FLOTILLAS 

On May 31, Israeli Naval Forces (INF) intercepted in international waters a flotilla 
of six vessels carrying passengers and humanitarian cargo bound for Gaza in an 
attempt to break Israel's maritime blockade. After flotilla organizers rejected 
Israeli requests to divert to the port of Ashdod to unload their cargo, Israeli forces 
boarded the vessels and met with violence aboard the Turkish-flagged M/V Mavi 
Marmara. As a result, four Israeli soldiers were wounded and nine Turkish 
citizens, including one Turkish-American, were killed. The Turkish organizers 
claim that the INF opened fire without provocation, causing a controversy over the 
facts. The incident resul(ed in intense international criticism of Israel, the 
acceleration of already deteriorating Israeli-Turkish relations, additional vessels 
attemotin11: to break the blockade, and several investigations into the incident. 

Since the May 31 incident, several other vessels have capitalized on the Mavi 
Marmara's publicity by attempting to break the blockade or by delivering goods to 
the Egyptian port ofEl-Arish for overland delivery to Gaza. On June 4, the INF 
boarded the M/V Rachel Corrie without incident, escorted it to Ashdod, offloaded 
and screened its carno for deliverv to Gaza. and immediatelv re:natriated the 
participants. I 

Israel has attempted to improve relations with Turkey since the May 31 tragedy by 
lifting a travel ban to Turkey, releasing all of the passengers and vessels detained, 
allowing more goods into Gaza, and participating in the UN Secretary General's 
panel of inquiry. I 

SECRET/ /NOFORN 
Classified by: NEA A/S Jeffrey D. Feltman 

E.O. 13526 Reasons: 1.4 (b) and (d) 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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SECRET//NOFORN 
-2-

Significant differences over the appropriate mechanism to handle an investigation 
into the Mavi Marmara incident resulted in several different investigative bodies 
being formed. I I 

We have welcomed UN Secretary Generai Ban ki-Moon's establishment of - and 
Israel and Turkey's cooperation with - a panel to receive and review the Israeli 
and Turkish investigations. The panel convened in New York on August 10-11 
and will meet again in early September. It aims to produce an interim report on 
Seotember 15. I 

Israel's naval blockade of Gaza was established in 2007 in an attempt to cut off the 
flow of illicit arms to Hamas, which was at the time launching rockets from Gaza 
into southern Israel. It is that overriding security concern that underlies Israel's 
position that its naval blockade on Gaza is legitimate. Israel insists it has not 

SECRET/ INOFORN 
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SECRET//NOFORN 
- 3 -

committed any violations of international law, and that it will continue to enforce 
the blockade despite international nressure to lift it. We anticinate attemnts to 
break the blockade will continue. I 1 .4(0) 

81 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Chakravorty, Anamika X 
Monday, June 07, 2010 12:26 PM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 

.:£!I 

Subject: UNCLAS STOCKHOLM 000324 - Gaza Flotilla Tidbits from the Swedish Government and 
Port Union 

R071450Z JUN 10 
FM AMEMBASSYSTOCKHOLM 
TO SECSTATE WASH DC 0126 
INFO EUROPEAN POLITICAL COLLECTIVE 

UNClAS STOCKHOLM 000324 

SENSITIVE 
SIPDIS 

E.O. 12958: N/ A 
TAGS: PREL, PINR, EUN, IS, GZ, SW 
SUBJECT: Gaza Flotilla Tidbits from the Swedish Government and Port 
Union 

1. (U) The following summarizes recent reactions to the Gaza 
aid Flotilla by the Swedish Parliament, MFA and Port Workers Union. 

2. (SBU) Parliament: At the initiative of the Left Party, the 
Swedish Parliament today held a debate on the wider Gaza aid issue. 
As Sweden is four months away from general elections, the debate 
was more about campaigning than foreign policy making. Foreign 
Minister Carl Bildt summed up the debate wel.1 with his closing 
statement: "What is the Red-Green opposition's position? Foreign 
policy is no laughing matter. The opposition basically only agrees 
on one thing--to bring home the military attache, and even then 
they agree that it probably will not have any effect whatsoever." 

3. (SBU) MFA: o·n June 4, DCM Silverman met with 

~-----~ 
stated that the Swedish position is clear 

in two aspects: Israel was wrong to board the ships in 
international waters and Israel had used extensive violence. Bildt 
has stated that Sweden will continue to build on the EU's unity and 
work through the international system. 

4. (SBU) Port Workers Union: The AP news wire reported on 5 
June that the Swedish Port Workers Union will launch a weeklong 
boycott of Israeli ships and goods in response to the raid on the 
Gaza-destined aid flotilla. Although Swedish trade unions are 
traditionally very powerful, this is a small freestanding group 
with only 1,500 members. P_ost does not expect this group to have 

1 
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any real impact on trade between Sweden and Israel. 
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[RELEASED IN PART NR,BSI 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Sutphin, Paul R 
Friday, May 06, 2011 9:31 PM 
Walles, Jacob; NEA-IPA-DL 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

FW: FYI Update on Amcit Cases: CONS TLV Meets with MFA 
StateSeal.gif 

Categories: 

FYI 

Paul Sutphin 
Director 

Working 

Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs 

Room 6251, Department of State 

(T) 202-647-3672 (F) 202-736-4461 

Privacy/PU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Eilts, Colin C 
Sent: Thursday, May 05, 201111:31 AM 
To: Sutphin, Paul R; Buzbee, John R 
Subject: FYI Update on Amcit Cases: CONS TLV Meets with MFA 

FYI 

Note updates on Flotilla, 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: SMART Core 

Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2011 06:22:54 
To: Greene, Elisa 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer!, 
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Cc: 
Parker, Andrew C; ANKARA-SMARTS; Jerusalem, SMARTS; Goldberger, Thomas H; TELAVIV­
SMARTS 

Subject: Update on Amcit Cases: CONS TLV Meets with MFA 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Privacy/PU 

MRN: 

Dale/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 
Reference: 
Subject: 

SUMMARY 

11 TEL AVIV 1512 

May 05, 2011 I 0515222 MAY 11 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

WASHDC, SECSTATE IMMEDIATE 

13526 

CASC, PHUM, PREL, KWBG, IS 

SENSITIVE, PRIVACY 

A) TEL AVIV 562 

Update on Amcil Cases: CONS TLV Meets with MFA 

~----------------------~·or a follow-up meeting on May 3, 2011 
regarding a range of ongoing ACS cases. END SUMMARY. 
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FLOTILLA UPDATES 
6. (SBU) Furkan Dogan: Post delivered a dipnote on April 27, 2011 regarding the missing personal effects of 
American citizen Furkan Dogan, who was killed on the Mavi Marmara vessel during the May 2010 Gaza 
flotilla. The dipnote included a list of 7 items belonging to the deceased that were not received by the next of 
kin, Prof. Ahmet Dogan. MFA confirmed the Note has been forwarded to the Ministry of Defense for further 
information. 

7. (SBU) Property: According to the MFA. the catalogue received by Post contains only the property taken 
from the Ma vi Marmara. Some of that property was handed over to the IDF and the rest to the Turkish 
Embassy. Post requested that the MFA determine if there are any items still in the possession of the IDF, and 
if so, when they will be released and to whom. MFA reps stated that the GOI sent three air shipping containers 
filled with personal property (but not electronics) to Turkey after the May 2010 flotilla. Two months ago, the 
GOT returned one shipping container filled with approximately 200 suitcases to Israel. MFA reps described the 
GOT's actions as "very bizarre" and requested that Post send a message to the GOT via Embassy Ankara 
asking why these items were returned. Additionally, the GOI removed· non-personal items from the flotilla 
ships and is storing these items, which fill at least part of seven shipping containers which are stored at the 
Kishon building at the Ashdod Port, under IDF purview. MFA reps stated that the GOJ is stumped on what to 
do with the confiscated ships and property in the shipping containers. COMMENT: The fact that the MFA 
requested that the USG send a message to the GOT rather than the GOJ contacting the GOT directly speaks 
to the poor state of relations between Israel and Turkey. END COMMENT. 

8. (U) Future Flotillas: MFA had no updates on upcoming possible flotillas. MFA reps suggested the USG 
put out a travel alert requesting Amcits not participate in future flotillas. 

3 
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11. (U) Post's meeting with MFA reps was insightful and productive. Post will continue to follow up on these 
cases. 

Signature: 

Drafted By: 

Cleared By: 

Approved By: 

Released By: 

Info: 

Attachments: 

Action Post: 
Dissemination Rule: 

GOLDBERGER 

TEL AV\V:Zuckerman, Eve 

CONS: Parker, Andrew C 
CONS - ACS:Greene, Elisa 

Front Office:Goldberger, Thomas H 

TEL AVIV:Greene, Elisa 

Parker, Andrew C ROUTINE; ANKARA, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; JERUSALEM, AMCONSUL 
ROUTINE; Goldberger, Thomas H ROUTINE 

Metadata.dat 

Released Copy 

UNCLASSIFIED 
Privacy/PH 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

From: Rubinstein, Daniel H 

Goldberger, Thomas H 
Thursday, June 03, 2010 7:56 PM 
Holmstrom, Todd; Lentz, Andrew N; Frelich, Karlene H; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Knopf, Payton L; 
Reisser, Wesley J; Groeblacher, Julia 
FW: (S/NODIS) Scenesetterfor Abbas Visit 

Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 6:21 PM 
To: Feltman, Jeffrey D; Schlicher, Ronald L; Hale, David M; Connelly, Maura; Rudman, Mara; 'Shapino, Daniel B.'; 'Kumar, 
Prem G.'; Cunningham, James B; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Subject: (S/NODIS) Scenesetter for Abbas Visit 

SECRET/NODIS entire 

~1~-~ IS~;)~P~a~le=s=ti=ni=a=n~A=u=th=o~r=itv~~'P~A~•l~P=re=s=id=e=n~t=M=a~h=m=o=u=d~A=b=b=as~f.~A=b=u~M=a=z=e~n~l1I~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ NR 

Proximity Negotiations 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer 
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Transition to Direct Negotiations 

NR 

State-Building 

Gaza and Hamas 
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11. (5) The May 31 "Free Gaza" flotilla incident returned Gaza to the forefront of Palestinian politics.,_ ____ ~ 
He has sharply criticized the GOl's handling of the event, describing it as a "major public relations victory" for 

12. (5) The flotilla incident may have also contributed to Abu Mazen's decision to send an emissary to Gaza, as a public 

1 .4(0) 
81 

NR 

sign of his support for intra-Palestinian reconciliation. {Ha mas refused to receive him.) Whilel N R 
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[RELEASED IN PART B1, 1.4(D)[ 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Categories: 

Jack Doutrich 
Political Officer 
NEA/IPA 
(202) 647-4132 

From: Lester, Raymond 

Dautrich, Jack T 
Tuesday, April 12, 2011 11 :24 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
FW: (S//OC/NF) the Findings ,1 .4(0) 
the UN Gaza Flo·'"u~11a~----------------~ B1 

Working 

Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2011 7:51 AM 
To: Baily, Jess L; Riley, Robert J 
Cc: Gregonis, Meghan E; Schrank, Alexander D; Taylor, Victoria J; Mokhtarzada, Homeyra N 
Subject: (S/ /OC/NF) I lthe Findings of the UN Gaza Flotilla 

ll·CIA%20WASHI 
;TON%20DC-41197 

This document is SECRET//NOFORN when separated from SECRET//NOFORN attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: SECRET 
Derived From: DSCG 05-1 (b) 

Deciassify On: 2021/04/12 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Scovitch, Joseph R 
Monday, August 02, 2010 3:08 PM 
NEA-ALL-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 

Attachments: 
FW: Afternoon Brief 08/02111 (S/NF) 
image001.gif 

SECRETINOFORN 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
Operations Center 

Afternoon Brief 
Monday, August 02, 2010 

1500 EDT 1.4(8) 
~-------------1.4(0) 

81 ISRAEL TO fOOPERATE WITH UN PROBE~ I - ~~~~~~~~ 

• (SBU) ·Senior members of PM Netanyahu's cabinet voted to allow the panel access to material gathered by 
two Israeli committees conducting separate probes into the May 31 raid on a Gaza aid flotilla, media report. The 
Israel-Palestinian Affairs Office notes the Israeli government and the UN have been working out modalities 
since Netanyahu's July 6 visit to Washington in order to forestall potentially divisive resolutions at the 
upcoming UN General Assembly. (Ops/Israel anti Palestinian Affairs Office e-mail, Reuters) 

·~I I 
1.4(D) . 
81 

NR 
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NotesTele.txt 

Doc No. C1875054/ LJate: 1211/12012 

Jan X Levin 06/02/2010 04:16:47 PM From DB/Inbox: Jan X Levin 

cable 
Text: 

S E C R E T 
CXTelA: 

NOFORN TEL AVIV 01225 

POL ACTION; 
INFO: PD RES ECON DCM DAO AMS AID ADM RSO CONS 

DISSEMINATION: POL 
CHARGE: PROG 

APPROVED: DCM:MSIEVERS 
DRAFTED: POL:JLEVIN 
CLEARED: ECON:DBURNETT 

VZCZCTVI625 
00 RUEHC RUEHXK RUEHZL RUEHAK 
DE RUEHTV #1225/01 1531305 
ZNY SSSSS ZZH 
0 021305Z JUN 10 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7128 
INFO RUEHXK/ARAB ISRAELI COLLECTIVE PRIORITY 
RUEHZL/EUROPEAN POLITICAL COLLECTIVE PRIORITY 
RUEHAK/AMEMBASSY ANKARA PRIORITY 0040 
BT 
S E C R E T SECTION 01 OF 03 TEL AVIV 001225 

NOFORN 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 06/01/2020 
TAGS: PREL, CASC, KWBG, KPAL, IS 
SUBJECT: GAZA FLOTILLA AFTERMATH - SITREP 2 

REF: TEL AVIV 1218 

classified By: A/DCM MARC SIEVERS; REASONS 1.4(b), (d) 

1. As of 4 p.m. local time on June 2: 

POLITICAL-MILITARY 

2. (U) The Israeli ~overnment continues to reiterate that 
its actions in stopping the Gaza flotilla were legitimate. 
The security cabinet issued a communique this mornin~ which 
announced that "The Cabinet decided that the imposition of 
restrictions on the entry of ships into Gaza, which is 
controlled by the Hamas terrorist organization, is an 
outstanding act of self-defense against Hamas's continued 
aggression against Israeli citizens and communities; so too 
the IDF action against the violent provocation on the high 
seas. The Cabinet regrets the fact that there were 
fatalities during the event but lays full responsibility on 
those elements that took violent action which tangibly 
endangered the lives of IDF soldiers." 

3. Cc) I Ito l d the Ambassador this 
afternoon that a way had been found to release all the 
Turkish 

Page 1 
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NotesTele.txt~~~~~~ 
all nationalities toda . 

As o p.m. oca time, t e MFA in orme 
Em assy t at Ella Prison had been closed and all the 
flotilla detainees from Ella were in transit en route to 
Ben Gurion Airport. 

to Econ to ay at e1g t true oa s o 
umanitarian goods from the flotilla entered Gaza via Kerem. 

Shalom June 1, and more were scheduled to enter today. 
COGAT is coordinating remaining shipments with the ICRC and 
UN. UN approval is still pending; ICRC is still in 
discussions with Hamas regarding delivery of medical items. 
The items offloaded from the flotilla ships were not 
packaged properly and need to be repackaged for transfer 
(e.g. unpacked motor scooters); union safety rules at the 
port are complicating offloading since ships were not 
loaded pro~erlv and manv item~ had just been thrown in 
unpacked. lesti mated that in a 11 , 
the items offloaded from the s ips might total some 70-80 
truckloads. 

5. fS/NFl I 

Page 2 
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7. (U) Demonstrations of support for the IDF were held 
across Israel today. TWO of the main organizations behind 
the shows of solidarity were rm Tirtzu and Bnei Akiva, who 
brought hundreds of activists into the streets. (Note: Im 
Tirtzu is the organization that launched the recent 
campaign against the New Israel Fund, which supports many 
human rights or9anizations, some of which provided evidence 
which was used in the Goldstone Report.) Im Tirtzu 
organized pro-IDF demonstrations in Israeli universities in 
Beersheva and Haifa, at Hebrew university in Jerusalem, and 
across the street from the Turkish Embassy in Tel Aviv. They 
are calling for another demonstration June 2 at Tel Aviv 
Universit¥, as well as another at sea near Haifa, under the 
title 11we re all navy." Im Tirtzu's chairman, Ronen shuval, 
said that the organization's aim was to show public support 
for the IDF as well as to "make people boycott Turkey 
and its products, to combat Turkish hypocrisy." 

CONSULAR 

S. (SBU) on June 1, consular officers visited 12 American 
detainees, 11 at Ella Prison in Beersheva. All were in 
good health and signed Privacy Act waivers. All families 
were contacted. All said they would agree to be deported. 
one detainee, moderately injured in altercations with 
Israeli Navy personnelat sea and with immigration police at 
the Port of Ashdod, refused medical treatment and is being 
held at Givon Prison, Ramle. CONS continues efforts to 
locate and contact seven possible AmCits who may have been 
on the flotilla vessels. 

9. (SBU) CONS asked MFA for a list of AmCits deported from 
Israel, those to be deported, and those likely to remain in 
detention. MFA said it may be able to provide such a list 
later today. 

10. (SBU) The document all detainees are being asked to 
sign, a Request for Immediate Departure, does not 
specify any further consequences to those.who sign. We have 
asked MFA to clarify whether those signing will be barred 
for a period of years from entering Israel. Generally, 
deportations from Israel incur a ten-year bar. 

11. (SBu) conGen Jerusalem conoff and consular Assistant 
visited L lat the Ein Kerem Hadassah Medical 
center in Jerusalem. As previously reported, I I 
injured when hit by an IDF-launched tear gas canister on 
May 31 duriJa a pro-flotilla protest at oalandiva on the I"" .. , .. 
SECURITY 
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13. (C) A relatively small minority of the Israeli Arab 
community in Israel participated in a general strike on 
June 1, though all Arab schools and some shops were closed 
throughout the country. Israeli Arabs noted higher 
participation in umm al-Fahem, Nazareth, and east 
Jerusalem. The rumor that Israeli Islamic Movement head 
Sheikh Raed salah had been seriously injured or killed on 
board the Mavi Marmara has now been dispelled and most 
Israeli 
observers, including in the Ministry of Internal Security,s 
head of Arab Affairs, are not concerned there will be any 
further increase in tensions resulting from the May 31 
violence. 

14. (SBU) After an eight-hour hearing, an Israeli judge 
extended for a week the arrest of the four Israeli Arab 
leaders involved in the flotilla, citing possible 
disruption of legal proceedings against them and concerns 
about the public peace. Sheikh Raed Salah appeared to enjoy 
the media attention at the hearing regarding him and the 
other leader of the Islamic Movement, along with the head 
of the Arab Higher Monitoring committee. 

15. (SBU) In what appears to be the sole case of violence, 
one man in Netanya who sustained li~ht wounds said he was 
stabbed repeatedly by an Arab shouting "Allahu Akbar" (God 
is great) this morning. Israeli Arabs say their community 
has generally responded maturely, and has not resorted to 
any violent demonstrations. some Israeli Arabs say the 
Mavi Marmara incident contributes to a growing sense of 
alienation and powerlessness among Israeli Arabs that leads 
them to look to the international community for help on 
Palestinian issues like the Gaza blockade. on the whole, 
the Israeli Arab reaction appears to be tempered in spite 
of incendiary statements by the Islamic Movement and some 
Arab 
members of the Knesset aiming to stir up protests. 

PRESS REPORTING 

16. (U) Today the Israeli newspapers began looking at 
issues including the impact the incident will have on 
Israel's foreign relations (including with the U.S.), the 
fate of Gaza, the current Israeli leadership's ability to 
make decisions in such matters, and the possibility of 
conducting an investigation into the affair. Media quoted 
Mossad Director Meir Dagan as saying before the Knesset's 
Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee that "Israel is 
gradually turning from an asset to the United States to a 
burden." · 

17. (SBU) Key commentaries in the news focused on the 
international ramifications of the flotilla incident, as 
well as what the future will hold if Israel does not divest 
itself completely from Gaza and make peace with the 
Palestinians.· The larger conclusion was that Israel had 
better take dramatic international steps to remedy its 
present position, or face growing isolation and 
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CONFIDENTIAL - Reason:D1.4(8), 1.4(D), 81 -
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C 0 N F I D E N T I A L SECTION 01 OF 03 ALGIERS 000524 

SIPDIS 

DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS TO TASKFORCE MGGZ01, NEA/MAG, 
DS/IP/NEA, DS/TIA/ITA 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 06/01/2015 
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, ASEC, KISL, AEMR, AMGT, AG, IS, GZ 
SUBJECT: MGGZ01: ALGERIA RESPONDS TO ISRAELI INTERCEPTION 
OF GAZA FLOTILLA 

classified By: DCM William Jordan; reasons 1.4 (band d). 

1. (C) SUMMARY: Algerian news outlets have universally 
condemned the Israeli raid on the Gaza flotilla, which 
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NotesTele.txt 
reportedly included an Algerian vessel and a contingent of 
around 30 Algerians led by the vice president of the Islamist 
Movement for society and Peace (MSP) political party. Local 
press circulated unverified reports on June 1 that two 
Al9erians are among the casualties. Press also focused 
criticism on the west's tepid response to the crisis. one 
paper cited the "embarrassed reaction of the u.s. 1" which 
called into uestion the value of President Obama s Cairo 

"lllll~Tll''ITCrun:r:eu-TITe-rsrrtie:rr---.-.nru-as.-.::owarurv-<1nd criminal in a 
statement released May 31. To date, there have been no 
reports of demonstrations or violence in response to the Gaza 
incident. MSP officia~s rep9rtedly plan orga~ize a 
rally near tl"-""'~-".LL.LL'""--'-'.L..'<il'-'-""'-"c.-""-J...ll<:._,'1.U"-'"L..LI1LL~~~~~ 
Presidency. 

ALGERIA TO CONTINUE POSITIVE ENGAGEMENT AT ARAB LEAGUE 

2. (SBU) Ambassador delivered demarche points on the Gaza 
flotilla incident to Algerian MFA secretary General Boudjemaa 
Delmi, who said we was speaking on behalf of Foreign Minister 
Medelci still attending, along with President Bouteflika, the 
France - Africa summit in Nice. Delmi said the Israeli 
attack was a very serious and unwelcome development that 
would make the Arab Leaaue discussion of oroximitv talks 
difficult. I 

MSP PARTY LEADS ALGERIAN PARTICIPATION IN FLOTILLA 

3. (U) Algeria's leading news outlets widely reported the 
Israeli raid against the Gaza flotilla, universally 
characterizing Israel's response as a massacre of civilians 
and deploring the tepid response by Western countries. Press 
articles on June 1 focused on the reported number of dead and 
injured as a result of Israeli military action. Some 
newspapers circulated unverified reports that 2 Algerians 
died during the Israeli raid. There were reportedly 32 
Algerians who participated in the flotilla, includin9 members 
of parliament, senators, political party representatives, 
journalists, students, and businessmen. Algeria's Islamist 
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Not:esTel e. t:xt: 
Movement: for society and Peace political part:y organized t:he 
Algerian component's participation in the flotilla. MSP Vice 
President Abderrezak Mokri is the reported head of the 
delegation; local press cited MSP party member Ahmed Brahimi 
as the Algerian group's campaign coordinator. MSP President 
Bougerra Soltani (whose wife, Masar Nedjma, is part: of the 
Algerian group) called a press conference to underscore MSP 
efforts to ascertain the welfare and whereabouts of t:he 
Algerian participants. He also called for an emergency 
meeting with the FLN and RND parties (major elements of the 
"presidential a11iance") to elaborate a common position on 
the incident. A journalist from "Le.soir d'Algerie" said MSP 
might att:empt: a rally in front: of t:he Presidency or UN 
mission in Algiers by late aft:ernoon on June 1. 

4. (c)I ltold us 
June 1 that reports of Algerian victims among those killed 
were unconfirmed; I ~said MSP was working wit:h Algeria's 
Ministry of Foreign A1fa rs and the Turkish embassy to obtain 
more informat:ion. I !said the Algerian flot:illa group 
was aboard a vessel purchased in Turkey but sailing under an 
Algerian flag as well as a white flag. He said the Algerian 
vessel was t:ransport.ing prefabricated homes to be dist:ribut:ed 
to Gaza residents living in tents. said MSP lost 
contact with Algerian group soon after the Israeli raid. In 
a brief message I I communi cat:ed that 
•hP Alnerian nroun intended to travel to Gaza as nlanned. 

MFA STATEMENT ON GAZA INCIDENT 

6. (u) The Algerian Ministry of Foreign Affairs released an 
official statement May 31 condemning Israeli military action, 
which it called cowardly and criminal. The GOA urged t:he 
international community and the UN Security council to 
respond with a vigorous and unanimous reaction condemning the 
incident. The statement concluded by reaffirming Algeria's 
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NotesTele. txt 
solidarity with the Palestinian people, its support for the 
establishment of a Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its 
capital, and its support for a resolution to the question of 
Palestinian refugees in accordance with international law. 

7. (U) Embassy unofficial translation of MFA communique, 
dated May 31, 2010: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

Al~eria condemns with the strongest words the cowardly and 
criminal aggression by the Israeli army against the 
peace-freedom flotilla carrying activists as well as food to 
break up the inhumane blockade imposed on civilian 
populations in Gaza since June 2007. 

In light of this deplorable military action, perpetrated in 
international waters, against a long-planned humanitarian 
initiative, Algeria calls for a vigorous and unanimous 
reaction from the international community, including at the 
level of the United Nations security council, to condemn with 
the strongest words this unjustifiable international bloody 
act of pi racy. 

The international community must also take the necessary 
steps to shed immediately, without any delay, light on this 
violation of international humanitarian law so that such an 
act, which is condemned by international morality, will not 
happen again. 

During this painful ordeal, Algeria reiterates its highest 
level of solidarity to the Palestinian cause and its full 
support to the Palestinian people's struggle to recover all 
its stolen rights through the establishment of a Palestinian 
state with Jerusalem as its capital and the resolution of its 
refugee situation in conformity with international law. 

END TEXT. 

EMBASSY EAC ACTION 

8. (SBU)i 

COMMENT: 
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9. Cc) Given the size of the Algerian component in the Gaza 
flotilla, the GOA will have to contend with an inflamed 
public opinion in the coming days. Rumors of Al~erian 
casualties are already circulating and, if verified, will 
further a~gravate the reaction here. Politically, the 
flotilla incident represents an opportunity for the MSP to 
boost its popularity with Algerians and portray itself as 
standing up to Israel. This message will resonate with many 
here who harbor residual anger left over from the Gaza 
attacks in December 2008/January 2009. The tone of newspaper 
editorials on June 1 reflects the public's sentiment: 
impunity for Israel, massacre of civilians, tepid 
denunciations by Western countries, general outcry elsewhere. 
The French language daily "L iberte" commented that the 

"embarrassed" reaction of the United States called into 
question the sincerity of President obama's promises in Cairo 
for a new relationship between the u.s. and the Muslim world. 
After 52 years of confHct between Israelis and 

Palestinians, the article continued, the President, like his 
predecessors, appeared only to be serving the interests of 
Israel. 
PEARCE 
BT 
#0524 
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!RELEASED IN PART B1, 1.4CD1BSJ 

Subject: (ISRAEL/TURKEY) GAZA FLOTILLA AFTERMATH - SITREP 3 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET//NOFORN 

0 031554Z JUN 10 

FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

S E C R E T NOFORN 

SUBJECT: GAZA FLOTILLA AFTERMATH - SITREP 3 

E.O. 129S8: DECL: 06/03/2020 

********* THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ********* 

REF: A. TEL AVIV 1218 

B. TEL AVIV 1225 

CLASSIFIED BY: A/DCM MARC SIEVERS, REASONS 1.4 (B),(D) 

1. (U) AS OF 6:30 P.M. LOCAL TIME ON JUNE 3: 

POLITICAL-MILITARY 

2. (U) DURING A SPECIAL EVENING PRESS CONFERENCE IN HIS 

OFFICE ON JUNE 2, PRIME MINISTER NETANYAHU ADDRESSED THE 

HARSH INTERNATIONAL CRITICISM LEVELED AT THE IDF'S GAZA 

FLOTILLA INTERVENTION. SPEAKING IN ENGLISH AND HEBREW, 

NETANYAHU SAID THAT ISRAEL REGRETS THE LOSS OF LIFE, BUT WILL 

NOT APOLOGIZE FOR DEFENDING ITSELF. HE NOTED THAT ISRAEL IS 

ONCE AGAIN FACING WHAT HE TERMED INTERNATIONAL "HYPOCRISY" 
t' 

AND A "BIASED RUSH TO JUDGMENT." 

3. (U) NETANYAHU ARGUED THAT UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW, ISRAEL 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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HAD THE RIGHT TO INTERDICT AND INSPECT THE GAZA FLOTILLA 

SHIPS. PREVIOUS INTERDICTIONS -- THE FRANCOP AND THE KARINE 

A -- DISCOVERED TONS OF WEAPONS DESTINED FOR HIZBALLAH AND 

FATAH, RESPECTIVELY. NETANYAHU SAID THAT HAMAS ALREADY 

POSSESSES ROCKETS CAPABLE OF HITTING TEL AVIV -- ISRAEL 

CANNOT AFFORD TO PERMIT IRAN TO ESTABLISH A MEDITERRANEAN 

PORT, WHICH WOULD ALSO BECOME A THREAT TO THE INTERNATIONAL 

COMMUNITY. 

4. (U) NETANYAHU DEFENDED THE ACTIONS OF THE IDF NAVAL 

COMMANDOS THAT BOARDED THE MAVI MARMARA, WHO WERE MET BY A 

"VICIOUS MOB" WHICH STABBED, CLUBBED AND FIRED UPON THEM. HE 

SAID THIS WAS NOT A "LOVE BOAT," BUT A "HATE BOAT" OF 

"VIOLENT SUPPORTERS OF TERRORISM." HE ASKED INTERNATIONAL 

LEADERS HOW THEY WOULD RESPOND IF FACINGA SIMILAR SITUATION, 

AND REITERATED ISRAEL'S RIGHT TO DEFEND ITSELF. 

5. (C) DURING A JUNE 3 BRIEF TO THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS, 
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7. (U) THE IDF MILITARY ADVOCATE GENERAL RELEASED A REPORT 

DETAILING THE INTERNATIONAL LEGAL ASP~CTS OF THE FLOTILLA 

INTERDICTION. THE REPORT STATES THAT ACCORDING TO THE LAWS 

OF ARMED CONFLICT, A STATE PARTY TO AN ARMED CONFLICT HAS THE 

RIGHT TO ESTABLISH A NAVAL BLOCKADE ON ITS ENEMY'S COAST FOR 

SECURITY REASONS. A NAVAL BLOCKADE MEANS PREVENTING THE 

PASSAGE -- ENTRY OR EXIT -- OF ALL VESSELS TO OR FROM THE 

PORTS AND COASTAL AREAS OF THE ENEMY, IRRESPECTIVE OF THE 

KIND OF CARGO CARRIED BY THESE VESSELS. THE REPORT ALSO 
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QUOTES THE U.S. NAVY'S "COMMANDER'S HANDBOOK ON THE LAW OF 

NAVAL OPERATIONS," WHERE ARTICLE 7.7.1 STATES THAT NATIONS 

ARE ENTITLED TO SEARCH CONTENTS ENTERING OR EXITING, AS WELL 

AS THE RIGHT TO BLOCKADE "INTENDED TO PREVENT VESSELS AND 

AIRCRAFT, REGARDLESS OF THEIR CARGO, FROM CROSSING AN 

ESTABLISHED AND PUBLICIZED CORDON SEPARATING THE ENEMY FROM 

INTERNATIONAL WATERS AND/OR AIRSPACE." 

8. (U) ALL FOUR ISRAELI ARAB PARTICIPANTS IN THE FLOTILLA 

HELD IN CUSTODY WERE RELEASED JUNE 3 TO HOUSE-ARREST UNTIL 

JUNE 8. THE MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD-AFFILIATED ISLAMIC MOVEMENT'S 

NORTHERN BRANCH LEADER, SHEIKH RAED SALAH, CLAIMED IN COURT 

THAT ISRAELI SOLDIERS TRIED TO KILL HIM AND SHOT AT SOMEONE 

ELSE THEY THOUGHT WAS HIM. NEWS REPORTS TODAY ALLEGED THAT 

SALAH WAS ONE OF THE ACTIVISTS WHO ATTACKED IDF SOLDIERS 

BOARDING THE MARMARA AND WHO "TRIED TO PROVIDE COVER" FOR A 

GUNMAN WHO OPENED FIRE ON THE COMMANDOS. THE THREE ISLAMIC 

MOVEMENT LEADERS AND THE HEAD OF THE ARAB HIGHER MONITORING 

COMMITTEE.WERE RELEASED ON BAIL OF NIS 150,000 (ABOUT USO 

39,000) AND THE CONDITION THEY NOT LEAVE THE COUNTRY FOR 45 

DAYS. STREET CELEBRATIONS WERE PLANNED TO BE HELD IN UMM 

AL-FAHEM TODAY TO WELCOME THE ISLAMIC MOVEMENT LEADERS HOME. 

9. (S//NF) THE IDF CONTINUES TO WATCH FOR ADDITIONAL VESSELS 

THAT MAY POTENTIALLY PARTICIPATE IN A "SECOND WAVE." ISRAELI 
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AND INTERNATIONAL MEDIA REPORTED EXTENSIVELY ON THE 

INTENTIONS OF THE M/V RACHEL CORRIE, A CAMBODIAN-FLAGGED 

1,200-TON CARGO VESSEL. 

HOWEVER, PUBLIC STATEMENTS BY ORGANIZERS SUGGEST THE RACHEL 

CORRIE MAY DELAY ITS ARRIVAL AT GAZA UNTIL MONDAY, JUNE 7, IN 

ORDER TO MAXIMIZE INTERNATIONAL MEDIA COVERAGE. 

10. (S//NF) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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CONSULAR 

12. (SBU) DURING THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OF JUNE 3, CONS 

CONFIRMED THROUGH THE MFA THE DEPARTURE OF EIGHT AMCITS TO 

ISTANBUL AND ONE AMCIT TO ATHENS. THE NINE AMCITS LEFT FROM 

BEN GURION AIRPORT ON AIRCRAFT SENT BY THE GREEK AND TURKISH 

GOVERNMENTS. CONSULAR ACCESS WAS NOT PERMITTED AT BEN GURION 

AIRPORT. ONWARD TRANSPORTATION WAS TO BE THE RESPONSIBILITY 

OF EACH TRAVELER. MANY INQUIRIES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED 

CONCERNING ~-------"·' AN ACTIVIST WHO HAS BEEN ARRESTED 

PREVIOUSLY IN ISRAEL. HE SHOWED SIGNS OF BRUISING ALL OVER 

HIS 80DY WHEN CONSULAR OFFICERS VISITED HIM ON JUNE 2. HE 
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ALLEGES MISTREATMENT AND HAS PUBLICIZED HIS CONDITION TO 

PHYSICIANS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND TO THE MEDIA. 

13. (SBU) POST LATER LEARNED THAT ONE OF THE DECEASED WHOSE 

REMAINS WERE RETURNED TO TURKEY AT THE SAME TIME WAS ALMOST 

CERTAINLY THAT OF FURKAN DOGAN, A 19-YEAR OLD TURKISH 

AMERICAN DUAL NATIONAL WHOM WE HAD BEEN TRYING TO LOCATE FOR 

SEVERAL DAYS. EMBASSY ANKARA IS WAITING FOR THE TURKISH MFA 

TO CONFIRM THE IDENTITYOF THE DECEASED. POST DOES NOT KNOW 

OF ANY AMCITS WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE FLOTILLA WHO REMAIN IN 

DETENTION. WE HAVE NO INFORMATION ON THREE POSSIBLE AMCITS: 

14. (SBU) AMCIT PARTICIPANT UPDATE: 

DEPORTED TO ISTANBUL 

-.. 

DEPORTED TO ATHENS 
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DEPORTED VIA ALLENBY BRIDGE 

DEPORTED VIA BEN GURION AIRPORT TO UNITED STATES ON MAY 31 

OTHERS 

~---------" 
(DUAL IRISH/AMCIT) IS USING HIS IRISH 

PASSPORT AND ARRIVED IN ISTANBUL, ACCORDING TO A FELLOW 

TRAVELER. 

~----~ 
(DUAL PALESTINIAN/AMCIT) IS IN RAMALLAH, 

WEST BANK, ACCORDING TO HER HUSBAND -~-----" 

PRESS REPORTING 

15. (U) THE MOST DOMINANT THEME IN THE ISRAELI PRESS THREE 

DAYS REMOVED FROM THE GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT IS THE DEBATE 

OVER WHAT TYPE OF INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE LAUNCHED. AS 

REFLECTED THROUGHOUT THE PRESS, THE "SPIRIT OF INVESTIGATIONS 

PAST" LOOMS OVER THE DEBATE AND GUIDES THE ISRAELI 

LEADERSHIPS CURRENT BEHAVIOR IN THE MATTER -- SPECIFICALLY, 

THE INTERNAL WINOGRAD COMMISSION INVESTIGATING THE 2006 

SECOND LEBANON WAR, AND THE EXTERNAL GOLDSTONE REPORT 

INVESTIGATING THE 2008-2009 OPERATION CAST LEAD-IN GAZA. 
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16. (U) CONTRARY TO PREVIOUS DEMANDS OF ISRAEL TO COOPERATE 

WITH INTERNATIONAL PROBES, THERE IS A COMPELLING RECOGNITION 

IN THE PRESS THAT ISRAEL SHOULD ALLOW SOME KIND OF 

INTERNATIONAL SCRUTINY ANDPARTICIPATION -- EVEN IF LIMITED 

-- IN ITS OWN INVESTIGATION OF THE EVENTS, HOPEFULLY STAVING 

OFF A FULL-BLOWN "GOLDSTONE II." ANOTHER OPTION DISCUSSED IS 

COOPERATION WITH AN INTERNATIONAL INVESTIGATION AS A LESSON 

LEARNED FROM THE RESULTS OF ISRAEL'S NON-COOPERATION WITH THE 

GOLDSTONE REPORT. THE WILLINGNESS TO ALLOW THIS 

UNPRECEDENTED ACTION ALSO STEMS FROM THE LIMITED MANDATE OF 

THE WOULD-BE PROBE, AND THE FACT THAT ISRAEL'S CASE IS BACKED 

BY PHYSICAL AND PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE AND "POSITIVE" LEGAL 

OPINIONS. 

17. (U) ACCORDING TO ISRAEL RADIO NEWS ON JUNE 3, A MAJORITY 

OF MINISTERS ARE OPPOSED TO THE FORMATION OF AN INTERNATIONAL 

COMMISSION OF INQUIRY. THAT SAID, THEY BELIEVE THAT AN 

INTERNAL INVESTIGATIVE COMMITTEE MUST EXAMINE OPERATIONAL 

ISSUES TO DETERMINE INTELLIGENCE FAILURES AND FLAWS IN THE 

POLITICAL DECISION-MAKING PROCESS. FM LIEBERMAN HAS 

INDICATED HE SUPPORTS AN INTERNAL INVESTIGATION THAT MIGHT BE 

SUPERVISED BY IMPARTIAL FOREIGN OFFICIALS. 

CUNNINGHAM 

BT 
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[RELEASED IN PART B1,1.4(D),t:4@j) 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: Slattery, Phillip T 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 201 o 10:27 AM 
To: Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group; SES_DutyDeputies; S_SpecialAssistants; D(S); D(L); P; C; 

NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
Cc: 
Subject: 

SWO; SES-0 Shift-II 
(SINF - Rachel Corrie 

SECRET /NOFORN 

Colleagues-

Ops will continue to monitor the situation and update accordingly. 

Regards, 

-Ph ill 

SECRET/NOFORN 

Phillip T. Slattery 
Senior Watch Officer 
State Department Operations Center (S/ES-0) 
Slatte!YPT@state.sgov.gov 
tel: 202-647-1512 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

Classification Extended - Class: SECRET - Reason:D1 .4(C), 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Holmes, Stephanie E 
Friday, June 04, 201 O 11 :18 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 

Subject: (SBU) MGGZ01: MOROCCAN MFA ON GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

UNCLAS RABAT 000474 

SIPDIS 
SENSITIVE 

E.O. 12958: N/A 
TAGS: PREL, PHUM, ASEC, MARR, PINR, MO, GZ, IS 
SUBJECT: MGGZOl: MOROCCAN MFA ON GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

REF: FELTMAN-NEA AMBASSADORS E-MAIL, MAY 31, 2010 

1. (SBU) OFFICIAL REACTION: With Minister of Foreign Affairs Taieb 
Fassi Fihri in France for the France-Afri ue Summit the Ambassador 
delivered our talking points to , MFA 
[[[[[[[[[[[[[[~~[[[[[~=====Jno"n"u"'n~e..--.--r>"'7'7'11rr.cw;-;,!as 
"dismayed" by Israeli actions against the Gaza flotilla,___ __ ~ 
said, and deeply troubled by the possible impact the event could 
have on those states in the region that have, up to now, been 
quietly committed to the two-state solution and the peace process. 
He lamented what he described as Kuwait's decision to "withdraw" 
from the Arab Peace Initiative in response to the incident, and 
worried that other less moderate Arab states were likely to follow 
suit. In addition, he worried that the Netanyahu government had 
badly jeopardized the extremely important diplomatic role Turkey has 
been trying to play in the region. I I expressed some optimism 
that Turkey and Israel could ultimately move beyond this crisis, but 
noted that they would "need help," namely in the forms of 1) outside 
mediation (i.e., from the U.S.) and 2) Israel's "reaching out" 
(i.e., offering a carefully worded apology). 

2. (SBU) As for MoroccoJL_~~issured the Ambassador that 
Morocco "remains committed, i~ our way, to supporting the peace 
process and the two state solution." The GOM will counsel "patience 
and more negotiations" and will try to shore up Abu Mazen, who will 
again face great criticism in the wake of this crisis. The 
Ambassador emphasized the very helpful role Turkey, Morocco and 
Jordan have traditionally played in fostering the peace process, and 
noted that a greater burden may now fall to Morocco, at least until 
~d Israel move beyond this incident and its fallout. 
L__jclearly took this direct message on board, and promised to 
underscore it when transmitting our demarche to the Foreign 
Minister. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 

3. (SBU) POPULAR REACTION: As of June 3, the Moroccan press 
continued to be awash in scathing criticism of Israel's action; a 

l 
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significant minority of press commentary has criticized the United 
States for its support to Israel. Human rights and pro-Palestinian 
NGOs are planning a "National Day of Anger" to include public 
demonstrations in Rabat {and possibly in other cities) for Sunday, 
June 6. Such demonstrations in the past have brought upwards of 
50,000 to the streets in Rabat alone, but we expect police control 
of such events to be adequate. The prominent leader of Morocco's 
Jewish community told the Ambassador that, in general terms, there 
has been a strongly negative popular reaction to the Gaza flotilla 
incident; however, he judged it to be much less vehement than the 
anti-Israel reactions to events of previous years such as the 
military incursions into Gaza of2006 and 2008. Other observers 
have also suggested that even though the participation of seven 
Moroccans in the flotilla has increased public interest, the fact 
that none was hurt could contribute to the issue fading more quickly 
than we initially expected. 
KAPLAN 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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li'ifilASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1, 1.4(D)j 

NotesTele.txt 
Maria DG Olson 06/03/2010 05:49:14 PM From DB/Inbox: Maria DG Dlson 

cable 
Text: 

S E C R E T AMMAN 01269 
CXAMMAN: 

ACTION: POL 
INFD: LEGT RSO ECON PA RAO DCM AMB 

DISSEMINATION: POL 
CHARGE: PROG 

APPROVED: AMB:RSBEECROFT 
DRAFTED: POL:MOLSON 
CLEARED: DCM:LM, POL:RH, PAO:JR 

VZCZCAJI377 
PP RUEHC RUEHEE RHEHNSC 
DE RUEHAM #1269/01 1541246 
ZNY SSSSS ZZH 
P 031246Z JUN 10 
FM AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
TO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7692 
INFO RUEHEE/ARAB LEAGUE COLLECTIVE 
RHEHNSC/NSC WASHDC 0468 
BT 
S E C R E T SECTION 01 OF 02 AMMAN 001269 

NOFORN 
SENSITIVE 
SIPDIS 

NEA/ELA, MEPI FOR ARI RATNER, NSC FOR ALEXANDRA TRABER 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 06/03/2020 
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, KPAL, JO 
SUBJECT: JORDAN CONDEMNS ISRAELI RAID ON FREEDOM FLOTILLA, 
URGES INTERNATIONAL ACTION 

REF: AMMAN 1231 

classified By: Ambassador R. Stephen Beecroft for reasons 1.4 (b) and ( 
d) 

1. (S/NF) Summary: Jordanian officials and the public have 
sharply criticized Israel's May 31 raid of a ship attempting 
to break the Gaza blockade and urged stronger international 
action. ~ordan's Foreign Minister proposed in a June 2 
emergency Arab 1eaa11e meetina a nlan of aCtion to resnond to 

official Reaction 

2. (U) At a June 2 emergency Arab League session, Foreign 
Minister Nasser Judeh proposed measures to respond to the May 

Page 1 
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31 Israeli raid. 
reports: 

NotesTele.txt 
under Judeh's proposal as outlined in press 

-- The UN's Arab Group would call for a continuation of the 
United Nations' 10th emergency session to press for a 
resolution condemning Israel. 

--The Arab Group would also press for an international 
investigation of the attack and urge an end to Israel's 
blockade of the Gaza Strip. 

--The Arab Group in Geneva would seek an emergency sessjon of 
the UN Human Rights council to support a resolution 
condemning Israel and to call for an international 
investigation and an end to the blockade. 

--The Arab League would study the possibility of suing rsrael 
in the International court of Justice for "repeated breaches 
of international human rights." 

3. (U) A day before the Arab League session, Jordan's King 
Abdullah strongly condemned Israel.'s raid, saying it 
constituted a clear violation of international law. The King 
called for an international investigation into the "crime" 
and urged the international community to take immediate and 
effective measures to lift the illegal embargo on Gaza. The 
King asserted that Israel's occupation of Palestinian lands 
was the main cause of regional tension, adding that 
establishing a viable and independent Palestinian state was 
the only way to bring peace, security and stability to the 
region, 

4. (U) The King's comments followed the May 31 condemnation 
by Minister of State for Media Affairs and communications 
Nabi 1 Sharif who 1abe1 ed the Israe 1 i act "a heinous crime." 
Sharif added in statements to the media that: "This is 
rejected, unjustified and unprovoked belligerence and a gross 
breach of international laws and conventions." Jordan's 
senate President Taher Al Masri also criticized the Israeli 
attack, urging world countries to confront continued Israeli 
aggression on the Palestinian people and violations of 
international law. 

Media Reaction 

5. (U) All local media outlets carried lengthy coverage of 
the attack and international reaction, with photos, news 
articles, and analysis highly critical of Israel. June 2 
editorials praised the Turkish government's strong 
condemnation of Israeli action, comparing the response 
critically to that of Arab governments. For example, in the 
independent, Arabic-language dai1¥, Chief Editor Taher Odwan 
argued: "The Arab official policies are in need of 
comprehensive revision in terms of the position on rsrael and 
on the evil alliance between America, Europe, and the 
occupation country." He lashed out: "It is ironic that any 
Arab regime would claim to be on the throne of the Arab 
nation when it contributes to sealing the siege against the 
Palestinians in Gaza or to creating the atmosphere in the 
region that encourages Israel to practice more brutality, 
bloodshed, and violations of rights." A leading political 

Page 2 
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NotesTele.txt 
analyst, MOhammad Abu Rumman, in the independent Al-Ghad 
Arabic daily opined: "The rules of the game are clear, but 
we, the Arabs, do not get them. Israel knows them and so 
does Turkey, Iran, and those countries that own their choices 
and their will and have the ability to define their interests 
and security and to defend them. NO one is going to offer to 
defend our security and our interests as long as we are 
afraid to." 

Public Reaction 

6. (U) The public has been outraged by the Israeli action. 
since the May 31 event, there have been daily protests in 
Amman, including near the Israeli Embassy. PAO attended a 
thesis defense on Monday, May 31, in which the candidate, a 
professional journalist and former Jordanian diplomat, asked 
the attendees to rise and observe a moment of silence for 
"the martyrs of the Freedom Flotilla." In an invitation to a 
monthly meeting for entrepreneurs, techn.ology experts, and 
academics, or~anizers noted that as part of the agenda they 
would begin with a few moments "to honor our brothers in 
Gaza". In response to the Embassy's Facebook posting of the 
President's National Security Strategy, fans evoked the 
Israeli raid and criticized what they saw as U.S. bias toward 
Israel. A prominent businessman declined the invitation to 
the Embassy's July 4 reception, citing the united States' 
"unhumanitarian stance in Palestine." 

comment 

7. (S/NF)i 

Beecrort 
BT 
#1269 
NNNN 

End cable Text 

Maria DG Olson 06/03/2010 05:49:14 PM From DB/Inbox: Maria DG Olson 

Recipient/Profile Information 
cable Recipients: 
Nadim F Abdush-shahid 
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Sean D Burke 
Daniel L choldin 
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Michael N Wray LMDS Profiles/office symbols: 

LEGT 
RSO 
ECON 
PA 
RAO 
DCM 

POL 

AMB cablexpress Folders: 
CONS 
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[RELEASED IN PART 86[ 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: Rathod, Rona R 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, June 01, 2010 6:43 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 

Subject: (U) MGGZ01: INDONESIANS INJURED ABOARD HUMANITARIAN SHIP BOUND FOR 
GAZA 

0 010903Z JUN 10 

FM AMEMBASSV JAKARTA 

TO SECSTATE WASH DC IMMEDIATE 5295 
INFO ASEAN REGIONAL FORUM COLLECTIVE PRIORITY 

ISLAMIC COLLECTIVE 

AMEMBASSY.TEL AVIV 
USMISSJON USUN NEW YORK 

NSCWASHDC 
CIAWASHDC 

UNCLAS JAKARTA 000765 

SENSITIVE 
SIP DJS 

DEPT FOR EAP, EAP/MTS, EAP/MLS, EAP/RSP 

NSC FOR J. BADER 

E.O. 12958: N/A 

TAGS: ASEC, ID, KJSL, PGOV, IR 
SUBJECT: TWO JNDONESIANS INJURED ABOARD HUMANITARIAN SHIP 

BOUND FOR GAZA 

1. (U) This message is Sensitive but Unclassified. Please 
handle accordingly. 

2. (SBUl According to 
I lwo JndoneLs-ia_n_s_w_e-re-in-ju-r-ed_w_h_e_n-th_e_M_a-vi_M_a_r_m_a-ra--

was allegedly stormed by Israeli forces on May 31. The Mavi 

Marmara was part of the Freedom Flotilla attempting to bypass 
the Israeli blockade to deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza. 

The Indonesian government is working through its embassies in 
Beirut, Turkey and Jordan to ascertain the current health and 

welfare of its citizens. Indonesia maintains no diplomatic 

ties with Israel. There were 12 Indonesians in the flotilla 
from three pro-Palestine activist groups (one considered 

hard line) and five local journalists. Peaceful protests are 
ongoing throughout Jakarta with approximately 1,000 gathered 

outside Embassy Jakarta. 

3. (SBU) The Indonesian government condemned the alleged 
(lttack and urged the United Nations to fully investigate the 

incident. Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty Natalagawa 

announce~ that one of the groups, Medical Emergency Rescue 

l 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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Committee (Mer-C), notified the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(KEM LU) prior to its departure. KEMLU officials reportedly 
told Mer-C that it appreciated efforts to provide 
humanitarian assistance to the people of Gaza, but warned of 
the high risk associated with this action. 

4. (SBU) Mer-C is one of three pro-Palestine organizations 
aboard the Mavi Marmara and Indonesia's largest contingency 
with five representatives. It is known as a Muslim hardline 
group focused on providing humanitarian and disaster relief. 
This group sent representatives into Gaza in the aftermath of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict last year. Although the 
group is not known to have official tQs to any jihadi group, 
there are allegations that it provided financial assistance 
to widows of the conflict in Poso, which may have included 
families of terrorist suspects. 

5. (SBU) The other two organizations include the Indonesian 
Committee for Palestine Solidarity (KISPA) and Friends of Al 
Aqsa Mosque (Sa hat Al Aqsa). KISPA is a humanitarian and 
charity organization for the Palestine Authority, actively 
involved in a forum supporting Palestinian independence. 
Other members of the forum include the moderate mass-Muslim 
organization Muhammadiyah (with over 35 million members) and 
more hardline groups such as the Islamic Defender's Front 
(FPI) and Dewan Dakwah lslamiyah Indonesia (DOii). Friends 
of Al Aqsa Mosque conducts awareness campaigns on issues 
related to Palestinian humanitarian efforts. It was founded 
by an activist from the Prosperous Justice Party (PKS), 
Indonesia's largest Islamic-based political party. 

6. (SBU) Also on board were several local journalists 

'----~-~----~a popular Muslim women's 
magazine. was chosen in the past to paTci}"te in a 
regional East-West Center program, although was unable to 
attend, and is a contributor to Indonesia's largest 
English-language newspaper. I I is 
reportedly among the injured and remains hospitalized inQHaifa 
Magazine, Indonesia's second largest curri'e~nt=aff~a~i~rs~--~ 
magazine. According to our information, 
(KISPA) also sustained minor injuries. '-------~ 

HUME 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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[RELEASED IN PART 86) 

From: Olsen, Briana L 

617/2010 10:53:23 AM 

SMART Core 

Sent: 
To: 
Subject: Gaza Flotilla Tidbits from the Swedish Government and Port Union 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 

TAGS: 

Captions: 

Subject 

UNCLASSIFIED 

10 STOCKHOLM 324 

Jun 07, 2010 I 071450Z JUN 10 

AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
WASHDC, SECSTATERDUTJNE 

12958 
PREL, PJNR, EUN, JS, GZ, SW 

SENSITIVE, SIPDIS 

Gaza Flotilla Tidbits from the Swedish Government and Port Union 

1. (U} The following summarizes recent reactions.to the Gaza aid Flotilla by the Swedish Parliament, MFA and Port 

Workers Union. 

2. (SBU) Parliament: At the initiative of the Left Pany, the Swedish Parliament today held a debate on the wider 
Gaza aid issue. As Sweden Is four months away from general elections, the debate was more about campaigning 
than foreign policy making. Foreign Minister Carl Bildt summed up the debate well with his closing statement: 
"What is the Red-Green opposition's position? Foreign policy is no laughing matter. The opposition basically only 
agrees on one thing--to bring home the military attache, and even then they agree that it probably will not have 
any effect whatsoever." 

3. (SBU} MFA: On June 4. DCM Silverman met with 
stated that 

~t~h-e~S-w-e~d~i,~h-p-os'i~ti_o_n_is_c_le_a_r-in~tw-o-as_p_e_ct~s-: ~Js-ra_e_l _wa_s_w_r_on_g_t~o~b~o-a-rd~th~e-s-h7ip-s'i-n7ln~t-e_rn_a-ti~o-n'al~w-a~t~ers and lsrael 

had used extensive violence. Bildt has stated that Sweden will continue to build on the EU's unity and work 
through the international system. 

4. (SBU) Port Workers Union: The AP news wire reported on S June that the Swedish Port Workers Union will launch 
a weeklong boycott of Israeli ships and goods in response to the raid on the Gaza-destined aid flotllla. Although 
Swedish trade unions are tr.idltionally very powerful, this is a small freesti;lnding group with only 1,500 members. 
Post does not e)(pect this group to have any rear impact on trade between Sweden and Israel. 
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[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,1.4(D)[ 

From: svcsmartmfi 

Sent: 6111201011:54:45AM 

To-~ SMART Core 
Subject: SAUDIS FOCUSSED ON LIFTING GAZA SIEGE IN AFTERMATH OF FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

MRN: 

DatelDTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 
Reference: 

Subject: 

Classification Extended on : 07/30/2012 - Class: Declassify on: 
06-01-2020 

10 RIYADH 639 

Jun 01, 2010 I 011346Z JUN 10 

AMEMBASSY RIYADH 
WASHDC, SECSTATEIMMEDIATE 

12956 

PREL. KPAL, SA, IS, IR 

SIPDIS 

A. REF: FELTMAN-SMITH 61112010 EMAIL B. "DEMARCHE ON GAZA FLOTILLA 
INCIDENT" 

SAUDIS FOCUSSED ON LIFTING GAZA SIEGE IN AFTERMATH OF FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

CONFIDENTIAL RIYADH 000639 

SIPDIS 

E.0.12956: DECL: 0610112015 
TAGS: PREL, KPAL, SA, IS, IR 
SUBJECT: SAUDIS FOCUSSED ON LIFTING GAZA SIEGE IN AFTERMATH 
OF FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

REF: A. REF: FELTMAN-SMITH 611/2010 EMAIL 
B. "DEMARCHE ON GAZ.A FLOTILLA INCIDENT" 

Classified By: Ambassador James B. Smith 
reasons 1.4 (b & d) 

1. (U) This is an action request. See paragraph 8, 

SUMMARY 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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SAUDI CABINET STATEMENT CONDEMNS "MASSACRE" 

7. {U) The initial Saudi reaction was a statement released 
Monday evening following the weekly meeting of the Council of 
Ministers. The statement: (quote) The Cabinet denounced and 
condemned the massacre committed today by Israel whose forces 
attacked the aid flotilla fleading to the Gaza Strip to break 
tfle siege imposed by the Israeli authorities. The Cabinet 
described this attack as aggressive and reflecting Israel's 
inhuman practices, flagrant defiance of tfle whole world and 
international law, insistence to starve the Palestinian 
people and prevent all kinds of humanitarian ralief, and 
indulgence in killing innocent people. The Cabinet t;alled on 
the international community to shoulder its responsibilities 
towards the barbarous attacks and policy of Israeli 
occupation authorities. (End quote) 

(IJ) SAUDI MEDIA REFLECTS POPULAR 
OIJTRAGE AND SOME ANGER AT ARAB INACTION. 

8. (U) News of the Flotilla incident has dominated the Saudi 
media, with most articles and editorials expressing outrage 
and denunciations of lsr:ael and criticisms of perceived U.S. 
failure to hold Israel accountable for its "crimes." There 
was also widespread criticism of perceived Arab inaction to 
confront Israeli aggression and inabi/fty to effectively help 
Gaza. Several editorials hailed Turkey's apparent decision 
to abandon its role as a mediator and called for "freezing 
the peace process," and taking action against Israeli action, 
"which cannot be stopped except by force." 

CIC TO HOLD MINISTERIAL JUNE 6 

9. (C) In Jeddah, I 
I ltold Po°'Jo~H~th~aTI ~1h~e•o~1~c~w~a=s~p~1ca=nn~1~ng~io~ca~11~a~n-~ 
Executive Meeting at the Foreign Ministers leveJ on June 
6th in Jeddah to &allow for an exchange of views and to 
identify ways to put pressure on Israel.a He said that a 

,...st.ronq joint statement from the group should be expected. 
L---.added that the 01C had hoped for a harsher statement 
from the U.S. and was specifically disappointed that term 
&condemnations was !'lot used. 
SMITH 
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3. (SBU) POPULAR REACTION: As of June 3, the Moroccan press 
continued to be awash in scathing criticism of Israel's action; a 
significant minority of press commentary has criticized the United 
States for its support to Israel. Human rights and pro~Palestinian 
NGOs are planning a "National Day of Anger'' to include public 
demonstrations in Rabat (and possibly in other cities) for Sunday, 
June 6. Such demonstrations in the past have brought upwards of 
50,000 to the streets in Rabat alone, but we expect police control 
of such events to be adequate. The prominent leader of Morocco's 
Jewish community told the Ambassador that, in general terms, there 
has been a strongly negative popular reaction to the Gaza flotilla 
incident; however, he judged it to be muc:h less vehement than the 
anti~Jsrael reactions to events of previous years such as the 
military il\curslons Into Gaza of 2006 and 200B. Other observers 
have also suggested that even though the participation of seven 
Moroccans in the notilla has increased public interest, the fact 
that none was hurt could contribute to the issue fading more quickly 
than we initially expected. 
KAPLAN 
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I (S/NF) SUMMARY· The French currently prefer for the Quartet to act as the international element of an 
investioation into the events that took olace Mav 31 on board the Gaza flotilla.I 

I I 

FRANCE PREFERS QUARTET TO LEAD RESPONSE TO GAZA FLOTlLLA 

2. (C) !he French currently believe the Quartet should act as the 
international element of an investigation into the events that took place May 31 on board the Gaza flotilla (refel 
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From: 
Sent: 
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Daughton, Thomas F (Beiru1) 

Cahen, Jonathan RROUTJNE ~ Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.govROUTINE; 
Hagar_H._Hajjar@nss,eop.govROUTINE; Sievers, Marc JROUTJNE; Cunningham, James B 

ROUTINE; LawsOn, Chrisfine MROUTINE; Catalano, EtisaROUTJNE; Shampaine, Nicole D 
ROUTINE; Riley, Richard HROUTINE; Evans, Jennifer RROUTINE; Urbancic, Frank CROUT/NC; 

Walles, JacobROUTINE; Schlicher, Ronald LROl,JTINE; Feltman. Jeffrey DROUT/NE; 

Holmstrom, Todd CROUT/NE; Jeffrey, James FROUTINE; Silliman, DouglasAROUTINE; 
Godfrey, Anthony FROUTINE 

12958 

PREL, EWWT, PBTS, PHUM, KPAL. IS, LE 
SENSITIVE 
SITREP: Lebanese Flotilla as of COB June 23 

(SBU} JULIA I NAJI ALwAL/ SHIP STATUS: The MV Julia is still sitting next to the pier in the Tripoli port (attached are two 
photos taken yesterday, orie showing a truck from which cargo was being loaded onto the ship). Our investigator reported 
that, as of 17:00 local time today, no paperwork has been submitted on the boat -- neither a request for permission to 
leave port nor a passenger manifest. Their police arid port contacts therefore concluded that the Jufla would not be 
departing Lebanon today. There was no activity of any kind around the ship during the several hours we were watching It 
during the day. We will send our LES investigator back to Tripoli in the morning to continue to observe and report on 
developments. 

(SBU) MARIAM STAlUS: The organizers of the Mariam effort continue to assert that they are planning to launch a ship for 
Gaza with 50-70 women on board, but it has become Increasingly clear that the group has not yet identified a specJfh: ship 
they can use. Transportation Minister Ghazi Arfdi is reported in today's press as having said that only one ship ~-the Julia~ 
- is currently being prepared for launch. Arldi indicated that the Mariam planners were still working on putting their effort 
together. Aridl also was reported as having claimed to the media that he had already granted permission for the Julia to 
depart. We note that Aridi's permission is not the only legal requirement the ship's organizers must meet. 

(SBU) MARIAM ORGANIZER'S COMMENTS; AMCIT ISSUES: to meet toda with 

~-------\aimed that it wll\ have 50-70 wornen an board from all nationalities and religions. She also stated 
that the Mariam mission is not affiliated with any political party. Citing privacy and security concerns, she declined to 
provide a manifest or confirm how many AmCits were going to be on board. She said that as soon as the ship had 
departed from Lebanon she would send us the manifest. She did mention, however, that three American nuns were 
planning on joining the trip (Note: the press here has been reporting that four or five "U.S. nuns" would be part of the 
group.}. also overheard a phone call in whichOmade reference to an American woman from Qatar 

who was going to join the ship. c=Jrefused to say which port the ship would be sailing from, stating only 
~----that it would be "from the shores of Lebanon." She also said they were waiting for clearance from Cyprus, and that they 
expected to depart "in the next col.lple of days." She safd that all precautions have been taken to ensure the safety of the 
ship. As of COB June 23, we still have no reports of a specific ship belng identified as the Intending Mariam. 
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12958 

PREL, EWWf, PBTS, PHUM, KPAL, IS, LE 
SENSITIVE 

A) 10 MDA 39106 

SITREP: Lebanese flotilla as of 1345 Beirut time on June 24 

(SBU} told the Ambassador this morning that he 
was working closely with n the issue of ships planning 
to sail from Lebanon to Gaza. said, "We have a handle on the situation" and added that no activity was taking 

place In the Tripoli port near the MV Julia. The GOL knows, he emphasized, that the journey of such a ship toward Gaza "is 
not tn our interest." I ~lso underscored to the Ambassador today that 11f\oth!ng is happening" with regards to the 
MV Julia. 

(SBU) Julia/Naji al-Ali ship status: The MV Julia (aka Naji al-Ali) is still sitting next to the pier In the Tripoli port, Our 

investigator reported that, as of 1200 local time today, no paperwork has been submitted on the boat-- neither a request 
for permission to leave port nor a passenger manifest. !here was no activity of any kind around the ship during the several 
hours we were watching it during the day. We also touched base with Customs, General Security, the Lebanese Armed 
Forces' G-2, and the Internal Security Force at the ports In Sidoo. Beirut. and Tripoli ports in addition to all of those 
agencies' headquarters. Furthermore, the DATI spoke with I Vesterday and asked 
him to notify us If any suspect vessels depart Lebanese ports. Outside of the MV Julio in Tripoli, we have not learned of 
any other vessels suspected of plannfng to sail to Gaza. 

ISBU) Transportation minister says no Mariam exists: Transportation Minister Ari di told As-Sharq al-Awsat newspaper on 
Wednesday that he has no Information regarding a Lebanese aid ship dubbed Mariam. "There is.a campaign called 

Mariam. and the organizers of the campaign to lift the Gaza blockade did not say there was a vessel carrving that name." 
He added that the only aid ship, the MV Julia, Is currently docked at the Tripolf port~ and he said it has been dubbed the 
Naji al-Ali. 
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SIPDIS 

A) 10 BEIRUT719 

August 20 Mariam flotilla update 

No Actfvity Around Flotilla Ships 

(5BU) At midday on August 20, an Embassy security team determined that the Mon'am (formerty the Jounieh Star), a ship 

docked in the Lebanese port of Tripoli that intends to break the Gaza blockade, remained in its position on the wharf with 

no activity taking place on or around It. lts sister ship the Julia (aka the Naji al-AU) remains anchored !n the port with no 

activity taking place on or around It. 
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(SBU) We are currently reaching out to the Lebanese Armed Forces, as well, to urge that the ship's departure be 
prevented. We will send a team to observe the port all day on August 21 and 22 to report on the situation. 
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~~~~~~~~~~ 

1. (C) Kuwaiti National Assembly Speaker Jassem Al-Khorafi and PM Shaykh Nasser Al-Mohammed Al­
Ahmad Al Sabah welcomed and hailed as heroes Kuwait's 16 "Freedom F1otilla" participants upon their June 2 
return from Israel via Jordan. The Amir and Crown Prince also extended their congratulations and support to the 
group, which was met by a large crowd of relatives, friends and press at Kuwait's airport. Comments from the 
flotilla participants in subsequent press interviews praised the Amir for allocating the Amiri plane to provide 
transport to Kuwait, Kuwait's National Assembly for its political support of the cause, and Jordan for its 
intervention with the Israelis. In emotional public comments, returnees variously condemned the Israelis as 
"terrorists11 and accused them of mistreatment and abuse, including forcing the captives to disrobe and subjecting 
them to intense interrogations. MP Walid Al-Tabtabaie, still attired in "Israeli prison garb," claimed to the press 
that Israeli soldiers opened fire on the flotilla, beat the participants, and pfevented them from eating, sleeping and 
using the bathroom for 24 hours. Despite the ordeal, the participants expressed pride in their participation and an 
intent to retwn, with journalist Mona Shester summing up the view by stating, "I will return again once, twice, 
and many more times until Palestine is liberated." 

2. (C) The Parliament's approval June I of a motion calling inter alia for Kuwait to withdraw from the Arab 
Peace Initiative (ref A) was the subject of confusing local press coverage June 2. Speaker of the Parliament 
Jassem Al-Khorafi publicly noted that the motion was not binding on the government and should be considered 
only as advice or a recommendation. The GoK, however, was reported by some media outlets to have accepted 
thP moti,..,,.,, althouPh some renorts clar;;;,,.,,,1 t-hat the POvemment would accent 11some" of the recommendations. 
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PREL. KPAL. PBTS. GZ. IS, LE 
Update on potential Lebanese flotilla to Gaza 

(C) Based on our further inquiries today and on press reports, we now believe that two separate efforts are underway in , 
Lebanon to launch follow·up "flotilla1' to attempt to run the tsraeli blockade into Gaza. The first, organized by the. 
Lebanese NGOs Journalists Without Limits (JWL) and the Free Palestine Movement {FPM), published an advertisement in 
As-Sofir over the weekend calling for' contributions to help them rent or buy a boat. The second, supported at least 
nominally by the Free Palestine Movement and led by the wife of Gen. Ali el-Hajj (one of the four generals formerly 
detained by UNlllC for suspicion of involvement in the Hariri assassination)# is attempting to assemble an all-female group 
of Lebanese and foreign nationals to travel aboard a boat called the Mariam. Of the two, the latter appears to be making 
more concrete progress, to the point that within the last 24 hours the possibility of It actually making an attempt seems to 
have increased significantly. 

(C) old the Ambassador this morning that a Lebanese journalist who is enlisted in the joint 
JWL/FPM effort said today that the group expects to have a boat or boats ready to depart on Saturday. The effort was 
initially disorganized, the contact said# but it has recently become better organized. A separate contact told UNSCOL that 
the effort was likely to have a boat ready to launch "In the next several days." The JWL/FPM effort Js the one that 
reportedly involves at least one Amcit, named in the press as Paul laroody (phonetic). 

{C) told our PAO this morning that the all-female group trying to organize the effort of 
the Mariam is "dead serious" about launching the boat, though he said the group had declined to give him a specific date 
for their launch. He assessed that they mfght be ready to launch by the end of this we:ek . 

. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 

CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL 
Page 1of3 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750615 Date: 12/17/2012 

1.4(B) 
1.4(0) 
B1 



StateDept03888

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750615 Date: 12/17/2012 
I . 

CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL 
Page 2 of 3 

Our Contacts with the GOL 

Conclusion 

to re ister our cone rn 

~-------------~------------~we do believe it is possible that 
one or more boats may succeed in launching from Lebanon in the next 3~5 days. We will continue to report on 
developments. 
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Lebanese Gaza Flotilla Update - June 17, 2010 

(C) POSSIBLE LAUNCH TOMORROW? Media contacts say that the Mariam is hoping 
to launch for Gaza the morning of June 18 carrying SO women of different 
nationalities. An-Nahar reports that the Mariam effort is being led by Inarn 
Saad, the wife of a Saida-based opposition politician who is a foe of PM 
Hariri. Conflicting press reports have said the boat plans to launch from 
Beirut, Jounieh (just_ north of Beirut), Tripoli and Saida. We have verified 
that the Mariam is not in Beirut or Jounieh, and are seeking now to verify 
the Saida report (Saida is roughly halfway between Beirut and the Israeli 
border; the Maronite bishop of Saida is presiding over a mass there today to 
bless the Mariam's undertaking). A security team that went to look at the 
Saida port saw one vessel that might be the Mariam. We have sent a separate 
security team to Tripoli to see if anything is happening at the port there. 
The press is also reporting that Yasser Kashlak, a wealthy Palestinian 
businessman based in the Gulf, is the main funder of the Mariam effort. 
Kashlak heads the Palestinian Businessmen's Association as well as the 
Lebanese Institute of International Research. 

(C) AMCIT INVOLVEME:NT: One newspaper is reporting that "four U.S. nuns 11 
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plan to be among the 50 women aboard the Mariam. Separately, Amcit Paul 
Larudee (who was on the first Gaza flotilla) gave an interview to a Beirut 
paper, but it is not clear from the article that Larudee was present in the 
country at the time of the interview. I MJ 
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From: svcsmartmfi 

Sent: 6/8/2010 12:59:44 PM 

To: SMART Core 

Subject: "FREE GAZA" FLOTILLA REACTION: DISAPPOINTMENT. SKEPTICISM, CAUTIOUS HOPE IN GAZA 
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SIPDIS 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 06/08/2020 
TAGS: PGOV, CASC, KPAL, KWBG, rs. TU 
SUBJECT: "FREE GA2PI' FLOTILLA REACTION: DISAPPOINTMENT. 
SKEPTICISM, CAUTIOUS HOPE IN GAZA 

REF: A. JERUSALEM 921 
B. JERUSALEM 922 

Classified By: Greg Marchese, Acting Principal Officer, for reasons 1.4 
(b) and (d). 

1. {C) Summary: A week after Israel's May 31 interdiction 
of the "Free Gaza" flotilla, CQntacts in the Gaza Strlp 
describe life retuming to "normal" - by Gaza standards -
and few report closely following the news of subsequent 
flotilla efforts, including by the MV "Rachel Corrie." Gaza 
contacts. renecting on the events of the previous week, 
expressed sadness that people had died trying to help them; · 
fe!t st1me consolation that Gaza was again on the 
international community's agenda; noted admiration for 
Turkish Prime Minister Recep fayyip Erdogan; and reiterated 
their disappointment in the political leaders io Gaza, the 
West Bank, and Egypl Despite that international focus, none 
of Post's contacts predicted an upturn in the situation in 
Gaza anytime soon. End summary. 
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More of the Same? 

2. {C) According to Gaza contacts reached on June 5, the MV 
"Rachel Corrie" and its peaceful interdiction by the tsraeli 
navy received scant attention inside Gaza. (In contrast, 
Gazans had closely watched the events following the May 31 
interdiction of the "Mavi Marmara.") While some commented 
positively on reports indicating changes to Gaza's access 
regime, they noted that the perception in Gaza remains that 
the closure will continue. 61 ,.....------~~-~~~~ 
~-~~~~-~"'said that the mood in Gaza is 11darker, 
but with a little hope in the air." However, another contact 
remarked that Israel's actions were interpreted in Gaza as a 
message to tne international community not to "break the 
siege, or a price wlll be paid." 

Leadership and its Absence 

3. (C) Contacts described Gazans as impressed by the 
response of Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan, who one contact 
called the "first leader'' for Palestinians in Gaza, adding 
that many wished that their own leaders were more like him. 
Palestinian Authority (PA) President Mahmoud Abbas's 
reference to Turkey in his June 2 speech at the Palestine 
Investment Conference elicited a standing ovation, said Gaza 
"=""~~~~~-~-='and one should expect the response by 
Palestinian refugees in Gaza's camps to be "ten times" 
stronger than the business elite in the West Bank. c==i 
remarked that there is now "a larger window for Turkey to 
intervene," ' 

4. {SBU) According to Gaza contacts, Hamas and Fatah are 
perceived as parties more concerned with their own interests 
than the wel1~being of Gazans. Hamas seized supplies from 
humanitarian convoys to Gaza for its own purposes, said 
contacts working in the humanitarian field, who were relieved 
that Ham as was denied this opportunity. One contact compared 
Abbas's unwillingness to suspend proximity talks after the 
flotilla incident with his weak leadership during the 
Goldstone affair. The PA's gain this past week, noted ona 
contact, is "zero percent." Even leading up to the current 
crisis, said one contact, Abbas has "failed to engage with 
civil society and the private sector in Gaza." According to 
other contacts, Gazans resented the foreign activist 
organizers of the flotilla, who were perceived to be Hamas 
supporters with a political message to "sustain the division 
between Gaza and West Bank." 

5. {SBU} Hamas-led protests at the Gaza port during the 
couple days following the May 31 events numbered in the 
thousands. A Gaza contact derided this, saying that a 
successful demonstration would require "hundreds of 
thousands." Other Palestinian factions held symbolic 
demonstrations, but none gathered noticeable traction. 
According to contacts, Palestinians in Gaza have not 
expressed solidarity in the wake of the flotilla incident, in 
contrast with large-scale demonstrations against Israeli 
military actions in the past. 
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6. (C) While Palestinians in Gaza have not rallied behind 
Hamas since the events of May 31, the movement has benefited 
significantly from international attention as well as from 
greater internal cohesion within its ranks, said one contact. 
The international media "storm" emboldened Hamas, said 
Shaban, leaving the movement more "united, proud, and 
energized" and more likely to resist further reconciliation 

with Fatah. I baid that events surrounding the 
interdiction of the flotilla "seived Hamas's interests one 
hundred percent." 

7. (SBU) According to contacts, Gazans are "angry" with 
Egypt's reaction. Egypt's opening of the Rafah crossing with 
Gaza is seen as a political ploy to simply reduce the anger 
of Palestinians and (even more so} Egyptians, said contacts. 
Rafah is restricted to certain travelers only, such as 
patients and those with Egyptian visas. One contact said he 
tried to cross to Egypt at Rafah in the past week, but was 
denied permission, since he did not have a visa and had no 
guidance on how to obtain one. Rafah is expected to be 
closed again within days, said contacts, and this decision 
will be interpreted as a sign of Egypt's true position 
towards Gaza. 

No More Aid; "End the Siege" 

8. (SBU) NGO contacts say that Gazans are not in need of the 
aid delivered by the flotilla, since most basic supplies are 
available through the tunnels, with the exception of 
reconstruction materials. According to conlacts, 
Palestinians in Gaza wish an "end to the siege," especially 
in order to increase empfoyment and to travel outside of 
Gaza, whether for health, family, or professional reasons. 

9. (C) A number of Gazans said the opening of land crossings 
with Israel would represent neither a favor nor a victory for 
Hamas. Goods permitted through Israeli crossings are 
available to everyone in Iha market, directly improve 
people's lives, and lead to "greater economic-options" and 
fewer reasons to "turn to radicalization," according to 
L_~----' With the import of glass and aluminum, prices fell, 
and Gazans were relieved to be able to conduct basic repairs 
to their homes, without giving any credit to Hamas. ' 
According to an NGO contact, the import of goods through 
Israeli crossings least benefits Hamas. which is in a 
position to assert control over goods smuggled through the 
tunnels or received by humanitarian aid convoys. 

Reaction to the U.S. Response 

1 O. (SBU) Contacts reported that Gazans were disappointed 
with the USG fQr its perceived role in "watering down" the 
text of the June 1 U.N. Security Council presidential 
statement 011 Gaza. Though hoping for stronger language, 
Gazans were pleased to hear statements of President Obama and 
Secretary Clinton referring to the blockade as "unacceptable" 
and calling for an investigation into the flotilla incident. 
MARCHESE 
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SUBJECT: GA2A FLOTILLA REACTION UPDATE 

Summary 

1. (SBU) Senior Palestinlan Authority {PA) officials condemned 
Israel's naval interdiction of the "Free Gaza" flotilla on May 31, 
but emphasized a commitment to keep the security situation in \he 
West Bank under control. A peaceful demonstration was ongoing in 
RamaUah at mid--day on. May 31, and protest activities appeared to be 
gearing up elsewhere in the West Bank. Israeli authorities were on 
high alert in East Jersualem, but the Old City was quiet, with many 
shops in the Muslim Quarter closed in protest. Post is 
investigating a report of an Amcit injured fn a protest in the West 
Bank. End summary. 

Official Palestinian reactions 

2. (U) PA President Mahmoud Abbas has deciared a three~day period 
of mourning in response to reports of deaths of a number of those on 
board the "Free Gaza" flotilla intercepted by Israeli naval forces 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer/ 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
Page 1of4 

:£10() 

/ 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750623 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept03899

.UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750623 Date: 12/17/2012 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
Page 2 of 4 

early on May 31. Calling the Israeli naval operation a "massacre," 
Abbas called on the Arab League to hold an emergency meeting. 

3. {SBU) A joint meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and the Fatah Central 
Committee, already scheduled to take place at 6:30 p.m. local time 
on May 31 to discuss other topics, will now discuss the notilla · 
incident, according to Palestinian sources. 

4. {SBU) In separate discussions with Post, a number of senior 
Palestinian officials reported having been contacted by Major 
General Eitan Oangot, the Israeli Coordinetor of Go>.Jernment 
Activities in the Territories, who offered a briefing on the 
incident. A senior PLO offical said Dangot called the Israeli 
actions absolutely justified. The PLO official said he asked Dangot 
how the incident occurred, given that previous attempts by activists 
to carry supplies to Gaza by boat had been allowed to proceed. 
Dangot answered that Israeli military personnef were attacked, and 
said he was sorfY for what happened, according to the senior PLO 
official. 

5. {SBU) The senior PLO offidal predicted consequences as a result 
of the Israeli actions - which he called "unjustified" -
particularly if Islamic Movement in tsrael-Northern Branch leader 
Ra'ed Salah, allegedly wounded in the Israeli interdiction of the 
flotilla, were to die. Note: press reports on Salah's situation 
are contradictory. End note. He said that "we know who" - that 
is, Hamas - will use this incident for political advantage. He 
noted Aljazeera reportage "calling for demonstrations," Including in 
Cairo, and for the Egyptian government to open the Rafah crossing 
between the Gaza Strip and Egypt. Such coverage was breaking 
Hamas's way, according to the senior PLO official; "everyone will 
use it." He noted further that the incident was occurring at the 
same time that candidates are being selected for local elections 
scheduled to take place in the West Bank on July 17; it could have 
political ramifications, he said. 

6. (SBU) A top PA official told Post that he was following up on 
security ramifications of the notilla incident, describing that as 
his major focus at the moment. He had l\kew\se heard from Dangott, 
although Oangott did not relay any information not already being 
catried by the news media, he 'said. 

7. (SBU) The PA official stated that, as in previous situations, 
Palestinians in the West Bank would have room to express themselVes 
peacefully. The PA's goal would be to keep demonstrators away from 
potential flashpoints of conflict with Israeli securitj personnel, 
he said. He expected some public events; as of this morning, but 
had only heard of demonstration activity in Ramallah (see below). 

8. (SBU} According to a senior PA security official, PA Prime 
Minister Salam Fayyad held a meeting with security chiefs just after 
a very short cabinet meeting on the morning of May 31. In the 
meeting with security chiefs., Fayyad stressed the need to keep the 
situation under control. PA security forces are on high alert and 
will deploy surveillance detection units to spot any signs of 
friction with Israeli military personnel in the West Bank, the 
senior PA security official said. 

9. (SBU) The senior PA security official confirmed having received 
from Israeli counterpar1s a request to help keep the situation calm. 
He said he responded by characterizing this latest event as a new 
challenge, but emphasized a continuing PA commitment to prevent any 
provocations. The senior PA security official 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
Page 2 of 4 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Slate Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750623 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept03900

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750623 Date: 12/17/2012 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
Page 3 of 4 

noted calls for protests !n various parts of the West Bank. He 
called the situation tense but said PA security forces were working 
to ensute calm. 

10. (U) Prime Minister Fayyad issued a statement on May 31. 
Referring to the interdiction of the flotilla, the statement said 
that the "Palestinian government strongly condemns this crime." It 
called on the international community to condemn the Israeli 
actions, and also called for "lifting the siege" on Gaza. 

11. (U) PLO Chief Negotiator Sa'eb Erekat likewise issued·a 
statement, calling the interdiction of the flotilla a "war crime." 
Erekat called on the international community to "act immediately to 
end the illegal Israeli siege- and to protect the civilians savag~ly 
attacked by Israeli forces," according to the statement. 

Hama.s Reaction 

12. (U) In the Gaza Strip, Hamas "Prime Minister" Ismail Haniyeh 
has called on the PA to stop talks with lsarel in response to the 
Israeli interdiction of the flotilla. 

13. (SBU) A Gaza-based source told Post that Hamas has called for a 
general strike in the West Bank as well as the Gaza Strip. A number 
of political factions in Gaza were planning demonstrations in 
protest of lhe flotilla's interdiction, the Gaza-based source said. 

West Bank 

14. (SBU) A West Bank "popular committee" leader told Post that 
demonstrations in Bethlehem's.Nativity Square would begin at 2:00 
p.m. local time. Various "popular committees" were organizing 
protests throughout major West Bank cities in order to demonstrate 
solidarity with the notilla, he said. Among these events, various 
Palestinian political factions were participating in a mid-day 
demonstration in Ramallah's Manara square. Post contacts expected 
to the demonstration to be peaceful. 

15. (SBU~ lfor an organization that promotes 
"peaceful res,stance" demonslra\1oris in the West Bank against the 
Israeli separation barTier told Post that 70 demonstrators had 
assembled in Ramallah's Manara Square as of 11:00 a.m. Fatah had 
announced it would join, and that a reported strike by PA employees 
was expected to swell participaUon further. A report of an 
incident of stone-throwing near the Qalandiya checkpoint was the 
only sign of violence in East Jerusalem and the West Bank as of 
mid-<Jay May 31. 

Jerusalem 

16. (SBU) Israeli police were on high alert and deployed in force 
throughout East Jerusalem, including the Old City, as of mid-day May 
31. Jerusalem's Old City. particularly the Muslim Quarter, was very 
quiet as of mid-day May 31, with many shops having closed in protest 
of the flotilla incident. 

17. (SBU)I ~ith insights inlo Salah's 
Islamic Movement of Israel-Northern Branch described Salah's appeal 
in predominanty Arab East Jerusalem as strong (and noted its use of 
tools like phone trees to organize that support), but not strong 
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enough to trump general aversion to mass-protest events. He did not 
expect widespread violent protest in Jerusalem immediately, but 
rather predicted attempts by Salah's supporters to mobilize events 
later in the week, in conjunction with Friday prayers. 

American Citizens 

18. (SBU) Post is attempting to confirm a report of one Amcit 
having been injured by a tear gas cannister fired during a 
demonstration in the West Bank on May 31. 
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SMART Core 

[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(8),81,1.4(D)j 

Subject; Return of Lebanese detainees from Gaza flotilla to Lebanon 

UNCLASSIFIED 

MRN: 10 FTR 22496 

Date/DTG: 
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E.O.: 
TAGS: 
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Subject: 
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12958 

PREL, KPKO, LE, IS 

SENSITIVE 
Return of Lebanese detainees from Gaza flotilla to Lebanon 

Here is more Info you can send. I'll wrap it all Into the 0/1, as well: 
I ~sat midday that the GOI had conflrme~ · ~hat three detainees --
1 I andl 'J -- would be transferred to UNlFIL at Naqoura today. c=:=Jsaid no time~f~o-r~th_e_~ 
transfer had been fixed, but he expected it to be after dark. ho holds both Irish and Lebanese citizenship, 
will be transferred at Naqoura, as well, if he can produce his Lebanese passport. If not, he will be deported directly to 
Ireland. As for who re orted sustained a unshot to the le he is current! in a hos ital in 

1z a a Agrlcu tu re Minister Hussein a ~Hajj Hassan to d Future News today that Israel wlll pay for its attack on the 
convoy. "Lebanese nationals detained by Israel are our responsibility as a government, people and Resistance," Hajj 
Hassan said, in reference to the three Lebanese nationals who had been detained by Israeli forces following the raid on 
Monday. 

SBU 
This email ls UNCLASSIFIED _________________ _ 

From: Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut) 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 11:48 AM 
To: Feltman, Jeffrey D; Sison, Michele J; 'dshaplro@nsc.eop.gov'i 'Haijar, Hagar H.'; Cunningham, James R; Sievers, Marc J 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; Sull!van, Jacob J; Schlicher, Ronald L; Shampaine, Nicole D; Lawson, Christine Mi Goldberger, Thomas 
H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Hale, David M; Rana, Gautam A; Catalano, Elisa; Hof, Frederic C; Cornforth, Jeremy A 
Subject: RE: Lebanese detainees in Israel 
More information on whattransoired at tast nie:ht's cabinet meetint:'.!: 

We spoke this morning tol Who said that the cabinet did not make anv 
formal decisions about the Lebanese held by Israel. I 
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U.S. l·~ul"'"l'. n,·inu, L.-lrnn1,1i 
Td: (96!1 l!o·!-26011 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED _________________ _ 
From: Feltman, Jeffrey D 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 2:11 AM 
To: Sison, Michele J; 'dshapiro@nsc.eop.gov'; 'Hajjar, Hagar H.'; Cunningham, James R; Sievers, Marc J; Daughton, 
Thomas F (Beirut) 
cc: Connelly, Maura; Sullivan, Jacob J; Schlicher, Ronald L; Shampaine, Nicole D; Lawson, Christine M; Goldberger, Thomas 
H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Hale, Davrd M; Rana, Gautam A; Catalano, Elisa; Hof, Frederic C 
Subject: Lebanese detainees Jn Israel 
To all: 

aura onne y. e1r 

I talked with Michael Oren, Israeli Ambassador. After checking with h!s government, lie reported the fallowing: 
·- 3 Lebanese will be deported to Lebanon via Ras Naqoura tomorrow. 
-- 1 Lebanese is Irish-Lebanese and Is being expelled via the airport as an Irish citizen 
-- The fifth Lebanese is wounded and therefore is being treated as a suspect. The Israel! Attorney General has not decided 
yet what action to tak:e with the wounded in general, all of whom are considered suspects in the attacks on the IDF 
soldiers. So the fifth will not be released now. 

Jeffrey Feltman 
Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs 
Department of State 
202-647-7209 
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Ireland's Reaction to the Gaza Flotilla 
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Ireland's Reaction to the Gaza Flotilla 

p!S 

I. (SBU) Summary: Ireland tends to view the Israel/Palestine conflict through its own troubled history with the 
British and will identify with the Palestinians on most issues. Irish criticism of the raid on the Gai:a flotilla came 
from across the political spectrum. However, according to Embassy contacts and from our observations. anger over 
the flotilla raid has been directed at Israel .specifically and has not been broadly anti-Semitic. End summary. 

Community Reaction 
2. (SBU) Malcolm Lewis, head of the Dublin Hebrew Congregation, said that he has not seen or heard of any rise in 

anti-Semitism in Ireland following the raid on the flotilla He told Poloffthat the Jrish have been very clear that 
they are protesting specifically the actions of Israel, rather than actions of Jews in general. In addition, he said that 
he found incidents of anti-Semitism (as opposed to anti-Israel) to be extremely rare in Ireland. 

3. (SBU) The leader of the Terenure Hebrew Congregation, the largest in Ireland, also told Poloffthat he had not seen 
a recent increase in anti-Semitism. Can.tor Shulman made very similar points to those made by Lewis, stating that in 
his 19 years in Ireland anti-Semitism has never been a very big problem. He noted that while people may be angry 
with Israel, they do not blame Jews generally or Ireland's Jewish population for lsrael's actions. 

Media Reaction 
4. (SBU) The media criticism of the raid on the flotilla has been aimed at [srael. Stories in the mainstream media 

have been careful to refer to Israel in their coverage of the flotilla raids, and they have not t1ed Judaism to the 
events. The Irish Times and Irish Independent, Ireland's two largest newspapers, P'!blished a number of letters to 
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the editor about the flotilla raid. These letters, while generally in opposition to the raid on the flotilla and the blockade 
of Gaza, also did not link Israel's action to the broader Jewish community. In addition, the two publications 
published a number ofleners from readers who defended Israel's actions. 

Protests 
5. (SBU) Numerous protests were held Dublln following the raid on the flotilla. Following news of the raid, 

protesters marched across Dublin to the Israeli Embassy, where 1nore protesters joined. Police estimated l,600 
people took part in the protest. Protesters demanded the expulsion of the Israeli ambassador, which did not happen. 
Protests have continued oul<iide the Israeli Embassy over the last seven weeks, most frequently on Friday mornings. 

6. (C) reported that during one of the protests 
clear shouts of"Haybar, Haybar Ya Yahud" (Holy war against the Jews) could be heard. C)told PoloffthatO 
~----''ad· received roughly 40 calls that were clearly anti-Semitic, referring to "dirty Jews" and how "Hitler 

should have e. done a better job." Osaid they also recently received a letter that included ethnic slurs and 
Holocaust denials. 

Outlook 
7. (C)'Protests outside the Israeli Embassy have dwindled following the initial outrage over the raid on the flotilla. 

There have been no reports of anti-Semitism from the local community, 
Post will continue to monitor for future incidents ofanti-Semi'"ti~sm-. -----------~ 
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CLASSIFICATION: SECRET//NOFORN 

Just FYI... Checked all-source and nothing too notable over the weekend. 

KUNA: Turkey Leaves 2nd Freedom Convoy Set To 
Sail July 5 (U) 
GMP20110619966102 Kuwait KUNA Online in English 1525 GMT 19 Jun 11 (U) 

["Turkey Leaves 2nd Freedom Convoy Set To Sail July 5" -- KUNA Headline (U)] 

[ Computer selected and disseminated without OSC editorial intervention ] 
(Kuwait News Agency) - Today: 19 June 2011 Time: 06:20 PM Turkey leaves 2nd Freedom Convoy set to sail 
July 5 Politics 6/19/2011 5:53:00 PM AMMAN, June 19 (KUNA) -- Turkish committee for solidarity with 
Gaza Strip withdrew from the international committee of the Second Freedom Flotilla, Wael Al-Saqa, Chairman 
of Jordan Lifeline Committee said here Sunday, noting that the Gaza-bound convoy was postponed to July 5. 
Al-Saqa told the press that, "the cause behind this withdrawal is the willingness of the Turkish committee, as a 
member of the international committee, to invalidate the Israeli excuse regarding the existence of an Islamic 
state leading the flotilla, and consequently attacking the participants." He also expected that Turkey's official 
withdrawal will put further international pressures on Israel to allow the activists, mostly Europeans, to cross 
the sea toward Gaza. 
Further, he said that the voyage's supervisors are preparing relevant paperwork for eight ships, which are ready 
to set sail and belong to the Netherlands, Italy and Greece and carrying on board hundreds of European 
activists, who will take part in breaking the siege imposed on Gaza by Israel. 
Asked about the Turkish participation, he said that Turks will take part as single individuals on board of the ship, 
which the Arab activists currently seek to purchase, or on the European ships which will carry about 600 
participants from 40 countries. Al-Saqa made clear that Jordan Lifeline Committee is now at the final stage 
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negotiations for purchasing a ship carrying both Jordanian and Arab activists, noting that the Jordanian 
committee has been able to raise up till now USD 500, 000 in order to take part in the convoy. 
The international committee of the Second Freedom Flotilla Convoy postponed the ships' voyage toward Gaza 
to help Turkish activists take part in the parliamentary elections, which were held June 12. 

[Description of Source: Kuwait KUNA Online in English -- Official news agency of the Kuwaiti Government; 
URL: http://www.kuna.net.kw] 
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GAZANS PAY SCANT ATTENTION TO "FREEDOM FLOTILLA II" 

1. (SBU) On July 19, the Israeli Navy reportedly intercepted the M/V Oignite - a single ship of the "Freedom Flotilla II" 
that set sail for the Gaza Strip- without incident. On the same day, Post contacts in Gaza reported that local interest in 
"flotilla" events was at a low ebb. Amjad Shawwa, the head'of the Gaza branch of the umbrella group Palestinian Non­
Governmental Organizations Network (PNGO), called for a "symbolic reception ceremony'' for the "Freedom Flotilla II" 
on July 19. Only seven supporters (including PNGO staff) attended the gathering and then dispersed within a half hour, 
according to a Post contact present at the event .. (See attached photo.) Journalists, in contrast, were well represented, 
numbering close to 30 representatives of local and regional press, freelance journalists, and bloggers. 

2. (C) Several local civil society contacts reported to Post that Palestinians in Gaza have paid scant attention over the 
past several weeks to this year's flotilla attem t articular\ in com arison to the build-u to and aftermath of) the 
"Free Gaza Flotilla" in May 2010. told Post that Gazans, 
realizing the flotilla would not reach their shores, lost interest in public events like the one organized by PNGO. Other 
Post contacts were unaware of PNGO's "ceremony" altogether. 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior 
Reviewer 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750648 Date: 12/17/2012 

1.4(0) 
B1 ' 



StateDept03909

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750648 Date: 12/17/2012 

Signature: 

Classified By: 
Reason: 

Declassify On: 

W/O Attachment(s): 

Drafted By: 

Cleared By: 

A.pp1oved By: 
Released By: 
Info: 

Attachments: 

Action Post: 

Dissemination Rule: 

MARCHESE 

Name: Greg Marchese, Title: Acting Principal Officer 

1.4 (d) 

2021107/19 

This document is CONFIDENTIAL when separated from UNCLASSIFIED attachment(s). 

JERUSALEM:Miller, Walter R 

ECON:Beran, Sarah M 

WHNEX:Martinez, David J 

Marchese, Gr8\)oty M 

JERUSALEM:Miller, Walter R 

AMMAN, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; ANKARA, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; ATHENS, 
AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; BEIRUT, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; CAIRO, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; 

DAMASCUS, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; ISTANBUL, AMCONSUL ROUTINE; NATIONAL 
SECURITY COUNCIL WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE; NICOSIA, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; 

PARIS, AM EMBASSY ROUTINE; TEL AVIV, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE 

Metadata.dat 

DIS_IPA_PASS, DIS_ECONOMIC, DIS_SE_MEP _A, DlS_SE_MEP _PAL_EGON_ID, 
DIS_:SE_MEP _ECON_DEV 

CONFIDENTIAL 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750648 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept03910

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750649 Date: 12/17/2012 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

Info Office: 

MRN: 

DatelDTG: 

From: 

Action: 

E.O.: 

TAGS: 

Reference: 

Pass line: 

Subject: 

[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1, 1.4(D)j 

SMART Core [svcSMARTHBTSRctSPrec@state.sgov.gov] 
Wednesday, July 06, 2011 11 :14 AM 
Dautrich, Jack T; Buzbee, John R; Tsou, Leslie M; Sutphin, Paul R; Sachar, Alon; Irwin, 
Matthew T; Eilts, Colin C; Pickett, Margarita; Rubinstein, Arriel J; Jimenez, Elizabeth 
Greece Bans Departure of Flotilla Vessels to Gaza, Offers to Deliver Aid 
StateSeal.gif 

Archival 

CONFIDENTIAL 

POLITICAL, PRINCIPALS 

11 ATHENS 407 

Jul 06, 2011 I 061512Z JUL 11 

AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

WASHDC, SECSTATE ROUTINE 

13526 

PREL, PHUM, PHSA, PTER, KCSY 

A) 11 ATHENS 383 
B) 11 ATHENS 349 

AMEMBASSY AST ANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY 
AM EMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
AM EMBASSY ROME PASS TO AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AM EMBASSY PARIS PASS TO AMCONSUL STRASBOURG 
AM EMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 
AMEMBASSY VILNIUS PASS TO AMEMBASSY MINSK 
AM EMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 
Greece Bans Departure of Flotilla Vessels to Gaza, Offers to Deliver Aid 

1. (C) SUMMARY: The Greek government's decision on July 1 to prohibit the departure of ships from Greek ports 

intended for Gaza was a significant shift fro·m Greece's previous, less visibly confrontational, approach towards 

"Flotilla It -Stay Alive" Gaza vessels and activists. Over the July 4 weekend two boats attempting to depart 

Greek ports, in violation of the ban, were intercepted by the Hellenic Coast Guard, resulting in the arrest of the 

AMCIT captain of one of the boats. Also over the weekend, Gaza flotilla activists orotested the Coast Guard 

action at the American ~mbassv and the ~mbassv Mission Resitlence IEMRl. I 
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Greek Ban on Departure of Ships to Gaza 

2. (SBU) On July 1, the Ministry of Citizen Protection released a notice to flotilla participants that the departure of 

ships with Greek and foreign flags from Greek ports to the maritime area of Gaza was prohibited, and that the 

Hellenic Coast Guard would take all appropriate measures to enforce the decision. Despite the departure bal"I 

by the Greek government (as well as an order to remain in port due to unresolved questions about the vessel's 

documentation and seaworthiness), the American-flagged vessel "Audacity of Hope" attempted to depart the 

Greek port of Pera ma, near Piraeus on July 1. The Hellenic Coast Guard intercepted the vessel and after a 

standoff at sea, the ship consented to return to port. 

3. (SBU) The American captain was arrested by Greek authorities upon the ship's return to port. Embassy Athens 

provided regular consular services to Amcit members of this year's "Flotilla II -Stay Alive" US Boat to Gaza 

organization both before and after the captain's arrest. On June 24, American Citizens Services (ACS) Chief and 

Counsel General met with AMCIT flotilla participants to provide a consular briefing and ACS Chief had regular 

contact with the captain and his attorney, including a meeting on July 5 to verify that he was in good health, 

understood his arrest, had legal representation, and that authorities were treating him well. The captain was 

released on July 6 without bjlil. There will be a trial at some point, but the captain will not have to return to 

Greece.' 

4. (C} On July 4, the Canadian boat "Tahrir'' was intercepted by the Hellenic Coast Guard five kilometers off shore 

when it attempted to leave the eastern port of Aghios Nikolaos on the island of Crete. The boat carrying 50 

Gaza activists and medicine was towed back to an undisclosed location on Crete. According to reports, no 

arrests were made. According to Embassy sources, a total of nine ships intending to participate in the flotilla 

docked around Greece. Two of those, the "Audacity of Hope" and "Tahrir'', defied the departure ban, 

prompting Coast Guard action. Seven have remained docked. 

5. (SBU} On July 1 some 35 demonstrators assembled outside the American Embassy to protest on behalf of the 

Gaza flotilla. On the evening of July 3, a group of eight people from the US Boat to Gaza organization assembled 

at the American Embassy and presented a letter calling for U.S. officials to defend their rights to sail out of 

Greece to Gaza and to request 50 tickets to the Embassy's upcoming Independence Day celebration. On both 

occasions the protestors dispersed peacefully. On July 4, nine demonstrators assembled outside the EMR. The 

demonstrators were taken into custody briefly for identification checks after stating they planned to sleep on 

the sidewalk in front of the EMR. The demonstrators spent under two hours in the station and were released. 

They were never placed under arrest. 

6. (SBU) In addition to the group's r.egular website updates and Tweets, the Embassy has received roughly 500 

calls and emails since July 1 asking the USG to put pressure on Greece to allow the flotilla to proceed to Gaza. 

Greek Proposal to Deliver Humanitarian Aid to Gaza 

7. (SBU) PM Papandreou spoke by phone with Palestinian Authority leader Mahmoud Abbas on July 3. According 
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to reports, Abbas positively viewed a Greek government proposal to facilitate the transport of humanitarian aid 

to Gaza, in cooperation with the United Nations. The proposal was confirmed later in the day when the MFA 

released a statement announcing Greece's intention to undertake the task of transporting humanitarian aid to 

Gaza through "appropriate channels." The statement also reiterated Greece's ban on departure from Greek 

ports primarily to protect human life and stressed Greece's concurrent view that the naval blockade should be 

lifted. The MFA announced plans to liaise with all concerned parties, while flotilla organizers and acti11.4(B) 

decried both the Greek government's intent and Abbas' alleged backstabbing collusion with the Gree~1.4(D) 
. B1 

8. (C) Late July 5, M Fili brovided the Ambassador an update. I I 

COMMENT 

9. (C) On June 22, the Greek MFA issued a strongly worded statement discouraging its citizens from participating 

in the flotilla! 
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Greece Urges Its Citizens and Greek-Registered Vessels Not to Participate in Gaza Flotilla 

1. (C) MFA Secretary General Zepos called the Ambassador June 23 to highlight the MFA's "Announcement 

Regarding the Intention of Greek Citizens to Participate in a Flotilla That Will Attempt to Break the Gaza 

Blockade." The statement urges Greek citizens and Greek-registered vessels not to participate in the new flotilla 
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2. 

3. 

1 .4(0) 
61 

bound for Gaza. The MFA published the statement June 22 on the MFA website, and it has been pickep up by 

the local media. I 

4. (U) The text of the MFA June 22 statement on the Gaza flotilla follows: "On 31 May 2010, Israeli military forces 
intercepted a flotilla that was attempting to break the Gaza blockade, with the well-known, tragic 
consequences. In view of the new attempt to break the Gaza naval blockade, the UN Secretary General 
expressed his conviction that humanitarian aid for Gaza should be supplied through official channels and asked 
the member states of the UN - and particularly those with access to the Mediterranean -to discourage such 
operations, which run the risk of escalating the violence. Greece's positions on the need to lift the Gaza 
blockade and improve the humanitarian situation in the region are well known. Equally well known is Greece's 
position of principle on the need to respect international law and avoid the use of violence. We have made 
these positions clear to all the interested parties. The Foreign Ministry-bearing in mind the UN Secretary 
General's request, the Israeli government's stated intention not to allow vessels to approach the Gaza coast and 
the immediate danger to human.life entailed in panicipation in the operation in question, particularly in light of 
last year's events - urges Greek citizens as well as Greek-registered vessels not to participate in the new flotilla 
headed for the Gaza pan. The government is responsible for planning and exercising the country's foreign 
policy, based on the promotion of Greece's interests. In this critical state of affairs, everyone needs to show 
similar responsibility or take full responsibility for their actions. The planned operation does not deal with the 
substance of the humanitarian problem in Gaza. In the past, Greece and Cyprus have made specific proposals in 

. the direction of meeting the humanitarian needs of Gaza residents. The potential for implementing these 
proposals was also discussed at the recent meeting of the two countries' Foreign Ministers in Nicosia. The 
ultimate objective remains the full lifting of the Gaza blockade. Greece actively suppons the reopening of the 
peace talks as the only path to a comprehensive and viable solution on the Palestinian problem. 
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E.O. 12958: DECL: 06/02/2020 
TAGS: PREL, KPAL, KISL, BA 
SUBJECT: MGGZOl: BAHRAIN SUPPORTIVE OF PEACE PROCESS 

ISRAELI ACTION AGAINST FLOTILLA 
~~~~~~~~ 

REF: A/S FELTMAN EMAIL - 06/01/2010 

Classified By: Ambassador Adam Ereli for reasons 1.4 (b) and (d). 

1. (C) Ambassador delivered ref email points to Crown Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa on June 1.I 

3. (SBU) Public reaction has been sharp, and the flotilla 
issue continues to dominate local press. Editorials and 
biogs are critical of Arab and Muslim leaders as well as the 
international community, with considerable ire directed 
toward the United States. An official GOB statement on June 1 
condemned the "barbaric attack" and demanded an investigation 
into the "unjustified terrorism of Israel." Among other 
protests and sit-ins organized throughout Bahrain, 
approximately 100-200 people demonstrated peacefully on May 
31 outside the local UN House. On June 1, fourteen political 
societies -- Sunni and Shia alike -- organized another, 
larger demonstration outside the UN House condemning the 
Israeli action. Another demonstration is expected to take 
place on Friday, June 4. 

4. (U) Four Bahraini citizens were aboard the Turkish vessel 
and were taken into custody unharmed by Israeli forces. 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Dr. Nizar Al Bahama 
confirmed to the press on June 2 that the four would return 
home later that day via Jordan. 
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5. (C) Comment. Gaza dominated all Libyan news and official 
commentary on June 1. Qadhafi's strong rebuke of the Israeli 
operation in his letter to POTUS was reported on all official 
news outlets and on the Foreign Ministry's website. In all 
references, Qadhafi styled himself the President of the Arab 
Summit.I 
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DEPARTMENT FOR TASKFORCE MGGZOl, NEA/MAG, 
DS/I P /N EA, DS/f IA/IT A 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 06/02/2020 
TAGS: PREL, PGOV, ASEC, KISL, AEMR, AMGT, AG, IS, GZ 
SUBJECT: MGGZOl: JUNE 2, 2010, UPDATE OF ALGERIAN REACTION 
TO GAZA FLOTILLA INCIDENT 

REF: ALGIERS 524 

Classified By: DCM William Jordan; reasons 1.4 (band d). 

PRESS UPDATE 

1. (U) Outrage over Israel's raid on the Gaza flotilla 
continued to dominate Algerian headlines on June 2. Press 
focused on the whereabouts of the Algerian citizens detained 
by Israel after the military assault and the international 
community's inadequate response-. Political parties of the 
Presidential Alliance (MSP, FLN, RND) held a solidarity rally 
at the People's House June 1, at which Palestinian 
"Ambassador" to Algeria Mohamed el-Hourani, Movement for 
Society and Peace (MSP) President Bouguerra Soltani, National 
Liberation Front (FLN) Secretary General Abdelaziz Belkhadem, 
and National Democratic Rally (RND) Spokesman Miloud Chorfi 
jointly denounced Israel's actions and the "silence and 
indifference of the international community." Belkhadem 
called for Arab unity in support of the Palestinian cause and 
requested Egyptian authorities keep the Rafah crossing border 
open permanently to allow forthe transportation of medical 
and food supplies. At a Workers Party press conference June 
1, party leader Louisa Hanoune called on the GOA to lift the 
state of emergency so that people could demonstrate their 
support for the Palestinian people in the streets. Other 
calls for popular marches to denounce Israeli actions came 
from Moussa Touati, president of the Algerian National Front. 

RUMORS OF DEMONSTRATIONS NEAR EMBASSY 

2. (SBU) Two separate groups (a Facebook group of journalists 
and intellectuals as well as a group organized by ex-FIS 
spiritual leader Ali Belhadj, who referred to themselves as 
"the Revolutionaries") called for peaceful demonstrations in 
front of U.S. Embassy Algiers June 2 at 11:00 to protest U.S. 
support for Israel. Host government police officials 
informed RSO that they would not permit demonstrations to 
occur in or around Embassy premises. Neither group, in the 
end, made a serious attempt at protesting. RSO reported two 
young men arrived at the Embassy main entrance but were· 
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quickly escorted from the Embassy by Algerian law 
enforcement. There were no reports of arrests. AP reported 
that a small group of Algerian intellectuals gathered near 
the Embassy to protest, carrying banners that were 
confiscated by police. RSO, however, did not observe such 
activity in the immediate vicinity of the Embassy. 

ALGERIAN FLOTILLA COMPONENT IN JORDAN 

3. (C)~-~~~~~~---~told us that all 32 
members of the Algerian flotilla component were released from 
Israeli detention during the afternoon of June 1, negating 
earlier rumors that two Algerians were killed or that some 
Algerians were still in Israeli custody. said the 
delegation is at the Algerian Embassy in Amman and would be 
repatriated in groups starting June 2. 

COMMENT: 

4. (C) Events in Gaza have been used successfully to mobilize 
public protest in Algeria in the past; however, there have 
not yet been any known demonstrations in the streets of 
Algiers or other cities. Authorities told RSO that the GOA 
will not approve marches or demonstrations. Many news 
outlets continued to criticize Western countries• 
insufficient condemnation of Israeli actions. 11L'Expression'1 

claimed the U.S. performed "gymnastics" to avoid criticizing 
the "Israeli murder" and made a comparison with lJ.S. efforts 
to impose sanctions on Iran, a country only suspected of 
having nuclear arms. MSI' addressed a letter to the Ambassador 
signed by party leader Soltani urging the lJ.S. and others to 
intervene against Israel's (or, as Soltani referred to it for 
one of the first times we have seen in recent memory, the 
"Zionist Entity's") defiant actions and warned of negative 
fallout from the incident. The strong rhetoric in the press 
and Algerians' sincere outrage over the Gaza incident have 
not hampered Embassy operations. The Ambassador's reception 
June 1 for the opening of the Algiers Trade Fair was well 
attended. l'rime Minister Ouyahia toured the U.S. pavilion on 
the opening da_y of the trade fair with the Ambassador; 
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Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
MGGZ01: TUNISIA DEMONSTRATION AND CONTINUED REACTIONS TO Gt>:ZA 
INCIDENT 
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E.O. 12958: OECL: 06/02/2020 
TAGS: PREL, PHUM, PGOV, KPAL, ASEC, PINR, TS, IS, GZ 
SUBJECT: MGGZOl: TUNISIA DEMONSTRATION AND CONTINUED 
REACTIONS TO GAZA INCIDENT 

REF: A. TUNIS 389 
B. TUNIS 293 

Classified by Ambassador Gordon Gray for reasons 1.4 (b) and 
(d). 

Summary 

1. (C) The Government of Tunisia sanctioned a demonstration 
on June 1 that voiced solidarity with the Palestinian people 
and protested Israeli actions over the Gaza flotilla 
incident. Poloffs observed hundreds of people gathering for 
the event, which newspapers reported included "thousands." 
Leaders of the ruling Democratic Constitutional Rally (RCD) 
party and senior government officials such as Presidential 
advisor Ben Dhia appeared and claimed credit for organizing 
the demonstration. Widespread press coverage and 
condemnations of the Gaza flotilla incident continued for a 
third day. End summary. 

Gaza Demonstration 

2. (C) The government allowed a demonstration about the Gaza 
flotilla incident on the afternoon of June 1, following the 
prevention of several other demonstrations earlier in the 
week (ref A). Police closed off a portion of Mohamed V 
Avenue, a prominent street in Tunis, for the event, and 
poloffs observed Tunisians gathering for the demonstration 
carrying banners, flags, and a megaphone. Poloffs estimated 
that there were several hundred people on the street, 
probably before the protest began, and newspapers report that 
the demonstrations included "thousands." Police forces 
heavily monitored the event, and poloffs observed them lining 
the demonstration area and on street corners. The Tunisian 
General Labor Union (UGTI) has called for another 
demonstration on June 3. 

3. (C) While banners appearing in the media expressed 
predictable sympathy for the Palestinians and anger at 
Israel, at least some banners carried by opposition activists 
included slogans such as "No to American interests and to 
Zionist embassies on Arab land, 11 and 11Shame on Arab regimes, 
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Gaza is dying." According to reports UGTT leader Abdessalam 
Jerad was sending a message of thanks and encouragement to 
the Ambassador of Turkey and a message of condemnation to the 
U.S. Ambassador. (Note: No such message has yet been 
received by the Embassy. End note.) 

Widespread Coverage in Press 

4. (U) All eight of the daily newspapers carried headlines 
about the demonstration on the first page. The daily papers, 
which are either owned by the government or privately owned 
but pro-government, used the same text from the official news 
outlet, the Tunisian African Press Agency. The story 
highlighted that that "political parties, national 
organizations, and components of civil society" staged the 
demonstration and included the demonstrators' calls for the 
support for the Palestinian people and the lifting of the 
blockade on Gaza. The Arabic language papers have had wide 
coverage of the flotilla incident. The tabloid Chourouq, 
for example, carried a three page commentary of four Tunisian 
experts in international law who condemned Israeli actions as 
a violation of international law. 

Ruling Party Anxious to be Seen in Front 

5. (C) High-profile leaders of the RCD party and government 
featured prominently in photos of the demonstration, which 
also included heads of civil society organizations and 
opposition parties. Some of the leaders present were 
Presidency Spokesman Ben Dhia, the head of the Chamber of 
Advisers, RCD Secretary General Ghariani, RCD political 
bureau member Nezzi Naziha Zarrouk, and head of the Social 
Liberal Party Mondhor Thabet. Several civil society 
organizations were represented, including the UGTI, the 
farmers union, and the women,s union. 

6. (C) An Embassy contact said that the demonstration was 
originally called by three opposition parties, the El-Tajdid 
(Renewal) party, the Democratic Forum for Labor and Liberties 
(FDTL), and the Progressive Democratic Party (PDP). They 
requested permission for the demonstration from the Ministry 
of Interior, and the governor of Tunis subsequently called on 

the parties to have a large demonstration with all parties 
represented. 

Comment 
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!RELEASED IN PART 1.4(8),81, 1.4(D)f 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: Berenberg, Alex M 
Sent: 
To: 

Thursday, June 03, 201 O 11 :43 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 

Subject: MGGZ01: Turkey: SitRep 7 on IHH Flotilla; Dual National AMCIT May be Among the Dead 

PTP9188 

CONFIDENTIAL PTP9188 
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C 0 N FI DENT I AL ANKARA 000799 

SIPDIS 
AM EMBASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY 
AM EMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
AM EMBASSY BELGRADE PASS TO AM EMBASSY PODGORICA 
AM EMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 

AM EMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 

AM EMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AM EMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AM CONSUL LEIPZIG 

AM EMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCON~UL ST PETERSBURG 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 2020/06/03 

TAGS: PGOV, PREL, TU 
SUBJECT: Turkey: SitRep 7 on IHH Flotilla; Dual National AMCIT May be 

Among the Dead 

REF: 10 ANKARA 800; 10 ANKARA 779; 10 ISTANBUL 203 

CLASSIFIED BY: Laura H. de Otalvaro, Internal Unit Chief, Political 

Section; REASON: 1.4(BJ, (D) 

1. (CJ SUMMARY: A dual national AMCIT may be among the nine killed 

during the flotilla's interception. The GOT is reviewing its 
bilateral relationship with Israel with a view towards restricting 

government-to-government and commercial cooperation . Protests 

today have been subdued, but are expected to grow Saturday. The 

GoT is exploring bringing criminal charges and civil suits against 

Israeli officials in international and national legal venues. END 

SUMMARY. 

AMCIT MAY BE AMONG THOSE KILLED 

2. (SBU} The nine bodies returned to Turkey all appear to have been 

Turkish citizens. Reportedly, one of the nine was a dual national 
AMCIT. Due to the wounds suffered by the possible American 

decedent, positive identification will be difficult. We are 
seeking confirmation of his identity from the MFA. 

GOT REVIEWING RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL 

3. (cl I 
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4. (U) Trade Minister Mehmet Zafer Caglayan announced Turkey could 
easily sacrifice its trnde relationship with Israel, which from 
January to April of this year was valued at $1 billion ($695.4 
million in Turkish exports to Israel and $415.9 in imports). 
Energy Minister TanerYildiz said Turkey would not consider energy 
trade deals with Israel until "relations are normalized." The 
Turkish media reports 20,000-50,000 Israelis have canceled their 
plans to vacation in Turkey since the flotilla's interception. 
Atlasjet and El Al have canceled their planned code-share agreement 
, which was to have come into effect June 20 with a direct flight 
from Istanbul to Tel Aviv. THY, Turkey's national airlines is 
maintaining its schedule of multiple daily flights between Turkey 
and Israel. 

MORE PROTESTS EXPECTED OVER THE WEEKEND 

~-----------~-old us his party is working to 
ensure protests do not become violent. intervened 
during a protest at the Israeli Consulate to prevent demonstrators 
from throwing stones at the building. According tol 

6. (SBU) Protests are continuing in Istanbul; funerals today for 
activists killed during the flotilla's interception may attract 
large crowds. Around 100 protestors erected five tents outside the 
Israeli Consulate. The consulate tells us it has not been the 
target of violence. The Turkish-Jewish community in Istanbul has 
not reported any hostility and commends government official's care 
in focusing public anger at the Israeli government and not the 
Israeli people or Jews, generally. 

7. (U) Protests continued in Ankara today, focused on the Israeli 
Ambassador's residence. A maximum of 250 protesters June 2 
chanted: "Clase the Zionist Embassy; Atrocious Israel will account 
for this; We are all soldiers and good enough to beat Israel," and 
"God is great." Referring to Jerusalem's Al Aksa Mosque, one 
banner read: "Mescid-i Aksa is ours forever". One protestor 
recited Koranic verses through a bullhorn. Protestors are 
maintaining a 24-hour presence at the residence. Turkish National 
Police have advised us to expect large coordinated demonstrations 
in Ankara and Istanbul an Saturday, June 5. 

TURKISH CRIMINAL CHARGES 

8. (U) The GoT is exploring bringing criminal charges and civil 
suits against Israeli officials in international and national legal 
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venues. According to Article 8 of the Turkish Criminal Code, which 
pertains to territorial jurisdiction, a crime "is presumed to have 
been committed in Turkey" if it was committed 11 in the open 
sea ... and in, or by using, Turkish sea ... vessels" (section (2)(b)). 
By asserting the Mavi Marmaris is a Turkish vessel, the GoT may 
bring criminal charges in Turkish courts against the Israel Defense 
Force personnel who boarded the ship. We have seen reports the 
ship was flying under the Comoros flag. 
JEFFREY 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

IRELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B3 DOD-CP,B1,B5,1.4(D)I 

Tyson, Paul H 
Thursday, June 03, 2010 5:28 PM 
Heinemann, Thomas B; Guarin, Marc F; Sindle, James M 
Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Shampaine, Nicole D; 
Struwe, Rebecca L; Pamper, Stephen; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Maxwell, 
Raymond D; Stevens, John E 
RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location 

From: Heinemann, Thomas B 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 4:42 PM 
To: Guarin, Marc F; Sindle, James M 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L; Pamper, Stephen; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda 
Subject: RE: {S/NF) Corrie Location 

From: Guarin, Marc F 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:29 PM 
To: Sindle, James M 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L; Pamper, Stephen; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Subject: RE: {S/NF) Corrie Location 

Marc 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 

From: Sindle, James M 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:19 PM 
To: Guarin, Marc F 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L; Pamper, Stephen; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location 

BS 

Classification Extended on: 08/13/2012 - Class: SECRET-Authority: DSCG 11-1 -o 
Declassify on: 0610312020 
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From: Guarin, Marc F 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:16 PM 
To: Sindle, James M 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L; Pamper, Stephen; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location 

James-

Marc 

From: Pomper, Stephen 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2.010 2:02 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Sindle, James M; Guarin, Marc F; Jacobson, Linda; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2.010 1:2.0 PM 
To: Sindle, James M; Guarin, Marc F; Pomper, Stephen; Jacobson, Linda 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene s; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location 

Thanks, 
Kevin 
L/OES 

From: Sindle, James M 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 12:39 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L 
Subject: (S/NF) Corrie Location 
Importance: High 
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SECRET //NOFORN 

Kevin, 

Thanks, 

Jim 

From: I~~~-~~~~~~~~--------~ 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 8:15 PM 
To: Slndle, James M 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location (SECRET) 

Classification: SECRET/IREL TO USA, AUS, CAN, GBR 

Mr. Sindle, 

. 

From: Sindle, James M [mallto:SlndleJM@state.sgov.gov) 
sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 12:23 AM 

B3 000-CP 

1 .4(B) 
1 .4(0) 
B1 

83 000-CP 

To: J2 ADDI JCS: Williams. Richard A.; Loewy, Benjamin D.; Clay, Andreia; L-----~------__J 
I jMcGrory, James P; Sanford, Lara N; Giese, Ashton 

" Subject: (S/NF) Corrie Location 
Importance: High 

CtA551FICATION: 5ECRET/NOFORN 

Folks, 
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V/R, 

Jim Sindle 

Pol-Mil Officer 

Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs 

U.S. Department of State 

Phone: 202-647-4386 

ClassNet: SindleJM@state.sgov.gov 

OpenNet: SindleJM@state.gov 

Unless otherwise noted, this em.iii is dasslfJed SECRET per E.0.12958, Reasons 1.4 lb) and (d). Declassify 10years from date sent. 

Attachment Classification: SECRET//R.EL TO USA, AUS, CAN, GBR 
Classification: SECRET//REL TO USA, AUS, CAN, GBR 
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Bowers, Allyson M !RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B3 DOD-CP,B1,B5,1.4(D)J 

From: Heinemann, Thomas B 
Sent: 
To: 

Thursday, June 03, 201 O 4:42 PM 
Guarin, Marc F; Sindle, James M 

Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, 
Nicole O; Struwe, Rebecca L; Pomper, Stephen; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda 

Subject: RE: (SINF) Corrie Location 

from: Guarin, Marc F 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:29 PM 
To: Sindle, James M 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L; Pomper, Stephen; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location 

Marc 

From: Sindle, James M 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:19 PM 
To: Guarin, Marc F 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene 5; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L; Pomper, Stephen; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, Linda; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location 

From: Guarin, Marc F 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:16 PM 
To: Sindle, James M 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L; Pomper, Stephen; Baumert, Kevin A; Jacobson, ~inda; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location 

James-

Classification Extended on: 08/1312012 - Class: SECRET-Authority: DSCG 11-1 -o 
Declassify on: 0610312020 
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Marc 

From: Pamper, Stephen 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:02 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Sindle, James M; Guarin, Marc F; Jacobson, Linda; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location 

UPM will take a look at this and get back with additional thoughts. 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 1:20 PM 
To: Sindle, James M; Guarin, Marc F; Pamper, Stephen; Jacobson, Linda 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L 
Subject: RE: (S/NF) Corrie Location 

Thanks, 
Kevin 
L/OES 

From: Sindle, James M 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 12:39 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: Connelly, Maura; NEA-IPA-DL; Ko, Selene S; Maggi, Robert W; Tyson, Paul H; Shampaine, Nicole D; Struwe, Rebecca 
L 
Subject: (S/NF) Corrie Location 
Importance: High 

SECRET //NOFORN 

Kevin, 

Thanks, 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department_ of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750690 Date: 12/17/2012 

B5 



StateDept03946

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750690 Date: 12/17/2012 

Jim 

fro 
-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 8:15 PM 
To: Sindle, James M 
Subject: RE: {S/NF) Corrie Location (SECRET). 

Classification: SECRET//REL TO USA, AUS, CAN, G8R 

Mr. Sindle, 

Very Respectfully, 

From: Sindle, James M [mailto:SindleJM@state.sgov.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 12:23 AM 
To: J2 ADDI JCS; Williams, Richard A.; Loewy, Benjamin D.; Clay, Andreia; 

Subject: (S/NF) Corrie Location 
Importance: High 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET/NOFORN 

Folks, 

V/R, 

Jim Sindle 

Pol-Mi/ Officer 

Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs 
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U.S. Department of State 

Phone: 202-647-4386 

ClassNet: SindleJM@state.sgov.gov 

OpenNet: SindleJM@state.gov 

Unless otherwise. noted, this emall is classified SECRET per E.O. 12958, Reason51A (b) and {d). Declassify 10 'I ears from dat-e sent. 

Attachment Classification: SECRET/IREL TO USA, AUS, CAN, GBR 
Classification: SECRET/IREL TO USA, AUS, CAN, GBR 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State 

(RELEASED IN PART B1,1.4(D)j 

Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750692 Date: 12/17/2012 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

From: Galpern, Steven G 

Reisser, Wesley J 
Friday, June 04, 201 o 8:54 AM 
Gaza Flolilla Moniloring Group 
FW: Rachel Corrie • 

Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 8:46 AM 
To: Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd; Sindle, James M; Reisser, Wesley J 
Subject: Rachel Corrie 

Steven G. Galpern, Ph.D. 
Palestinian Affairs Analyst 
Bureau of Intelligence and Research 
U.S. Department of State 
(202) 647-8840 
ClassNet: GalpernSG@state.sgov.gov 
OpenNet: GalpernSG@state.gov 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: SECRET 
Derived From: DSCG 05-1 (c) 
Declassify On: 2035/0G/04 

jREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750701 Date: 12/17/2012 

!RELEASED IN PART 81, 1.4(D)I 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

Katherine, 

Dautrich, Jack T 
Wednesday, November 24, 2010 9:47 AM 
Berglund, Katherine H 

I113-

FW: ACTION REQUEST: DEMARCHE ON PLANNED ASIA TO GAZA AID CARAVAN 
StateSeal.gif 

·Working 

Can you check if Islamabad will be sending something in on this today, or if I missed it? 

JD. 
Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2020/11/24 

From: SMART Core 

Sent: Friday, November 19, 2010 04:33:01 

To: 

Cc: 
Dautrich, Jack T; Coley, Lea M; Frelich, Karlene H; Sachar, Alon; Levinson, Jesse S; Riley, 
Le'Shawnda V; Reed, Julia G; Hof, Frederic C; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar 

Subject: ACTION REQUEST: DEMARCHE ON PLANNED ASIA TO GAZA AID CARA VAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Info Office: 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

From: 

Action: 

E.O.: 

TAGS: 

Captions: 

Subject: 

POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, SE_MEP, SE_MEP _DAM_BEI, SE_MEP _ECON_DEV 

10 STATE 119883 

Nov 19, 2010/192126Z NOV 10 

SECSTATE WASHDC 

ANKARA, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; JSLAMABAD, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; NEW DELHI, 
AMEMBASSY ROUTINE 

13526 

PREL, KPAL, KWBG, PHUM, TU, IN, PK, JS 

SIP DJS 

ACTION REQUEST: DEMARCHE ON PLANNED ASIA TO GAZA AID CARAVAN 

C 0 N F I D E N T I A L ST ATE 119883 

SIPDIS 
!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750701 Date: 12/17/2012 

E.O. 13526: DECL: 2020/11/19 
TAGS: PREL, KPAL, KWBG, PHUM, TU, IN, PK, IS 
SUBJECT: ACTION REQUEST: DEMARCHE ON PLANNED ASIA TO GAZA AID 
CARAVAN 

Classified by: Jeffrey Feltman, AJS 
NEAReason(s): 1.4 (b). (d) 

1. (U) This is an action request. Please see paragraph 5. 
2. (C) New Delhi, Islamabad, and Ankara are requested to demarche 
host governments to reiterate that those wishing to deliver 
humanitarian aid to Gaza do so through existing mechanisms so cargo 
can be inspected and transferred via land crossings. Posts are 
also requested to seek more information on the ?Asia to Gaza 
Solidaritv Caravan.? 

I Organizers claim the caravan will depart from India on 
~-~ 

December 2 and travel through Pakistan, Iran, Turkey, Syria and 
Jordan en route to a Syrian or Turkish port, where goods and 
activists would board ships departing for Gaza on December 26. 
The ships aim to arrive in Gaza on December 27, the second 
anniversary of 2008-2009 Israeli incursion into Gaza ?Operation 
Cast Lead.? 
Information from the organization can be found on its website at 
asiatogaza.org. 
4. (U) According to press reports and Asian People?s Solidarity 
for Palestine press releases, organizers expect 500 activists from 
17 Arab and Asian nations to participate. Organizers, including 
the Turkish Humanitarian Relief Foundation (IHH), announced plans 
for the caravan in early October in India, Iran, Indonesia, 
Lebanon, and Turkey. 
5. (C/REL India, Pakistan, and Turkey) New Delhi, Islamabad, and 
Ankara are requested to deliver the following points to appropriate 
host government officials and report by November 24; slug reply to 
NEA/IPA Jack Dautrich. Begin talking points: 

-- We have heard reports regarding the ?Asian People?s Solidarity 
for Palestine? planned ?Asia to Gaza Solidarity Caravan,? 
particularly its stated intention to break through lsrael?s naval 
blockade to deliver assistance to Gaza by sea. 
-- We would be interested in hearing what your government knows 
about this group and its planned ?Asia to Gaza Solidarity Caravan.? 
-- The United States believes strongly that aid flotillas that aim 
to deliver goods directly to Gaza by sea are irresponsible and 
intentionally provocative. 
-- We urge you to take whatever steps you can to prevent this 
convoy from taking this approach; we must do all we can to avoid 
another incident like the tragic events of May 31 aboard the MN 
Mavi Marmara. 
-We are committed to meeting the humanitarian and development 
needs of those in Gaza, including rebuilding the private sector 
that will be the engine of Gaza?s recovery. 
- Legitimate mechanisms exist for the transfer of humanitarian 
assistance to Gaza by states and groups that want to do so. 
-- All those wishing to deliver goods should do so through 
established channels so cargo can be inspected and transferred via 

2 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750701 Date: 1211712012 

land crossings into Gaza. . 
-- We hope that you will engage the convoy organizers to underscore 
the need to focus on how best to assist the people of Gaza and to 
avoid provocative confrontations. 
6. (U) Minimize considered. 
CLINTON 

Signature: 

Classified By: 

Declassify on: 
Drafted By: 

Cleared By: 

Approved By: 

Info: 

Attachments: 

Action Post: 
Dissemination Rule: 

Tracking: 

CLINTON 

Jeffrey Feltman, AIS NEA, 

2020111119 

NEA_IPA:DOUTRICH, JACK T -- 11119110 

NEAIFO:WALLES, JACOB S/SEMEP:RUDMAN, MARA NEAllPA:SUTPHIN, PAUL R 
EURISE:GREGONIS, MEGHAN E SCAllNSB:SANGHEA, BASANT S SCAIP:BERGLUND, 
KATHERINE H DRL:LIEBERMAN, JESSICA D (DRL) LEGAL:JACOBSON, LINDA MAIN 
STA TE RM 7220:SCHREPEL, DAWN M 

NEAIFO:FEL TMAN, JEFFREY D 

JERUSALEM, AMCONSUL ROUTINE; AMMAN, AM EMBASSY ROUTINE; BEIRUT, 
AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; CAIRO, AM EMBASSY ROUTINE; DAMASCUS, AMEMBASSY 
ROUTINE, TEL AVIV, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE 

metadata.dat 

DIS_POLITICAL, DIS_ECONOMIC, DIS_SE_MEP _/\,DIS_ SE_MEP _DAM_BEI, 
DIS_SE_MEP _ECON_DEV 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Recipient Read 

Berglund, Katherine H Read: 11/24/2010 10:04 AM 
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[RELEASED IN PART B1 ,B5,1.4(D)j 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Schrank, Alexander D 
Wednesday, March 30, 2011 4:32 PM 
Sindle, James M; Dautrich, Jack T 

Doc No. C18750706 Date: 12/17/2012 

Subject: FW: EUR/SE - NEA/IPA - S/CT Meeting re Gaza Flotilla 

Categories: Working 

Fyi.. wanted to make sure we had shared this (if we haven't already)-- Post readout of their meeting with the Israeli 
Embassy in Ankara on these issues ... 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: DSCG 05-1 (b) 
Declassify On: 2021 /03/26 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sent: Saturday, March 26, 2011 5:53 PM 
To: O'Grady, Daniel J; Gregonis, Meghan E 
Cc: Baily, Jess L; Schrank, Alexander D; Riley, Robert J; Goodman, !Ian A 
Subject: RE: EUR/SE - NEA/!PA - S/CT Meeting re Gaza Flotilla 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Hey, Meghan: 

I have no insights for you beyond what Dan wrote below, but I do have some additional information, which shows the 
Israelis are already communicating with the GoT on this, followed by one question: 

1.4 D) 
B1 

ISBU) The Israeli Embassy here expects 15 or so ships from various countries to set sail for an eastern Mediterranean 
rally point as early as May 15. The embassy expects one of those ships to be the Mavi Marmara herself. The embassy 
said this flotilla is making no pretence of delivering humanitarian aid to Gazans. The Israelis perceive Its goal to be: 
break the blockade. 

(SBU) The embassy and Israeli MoD are inviting a group of Turkish journalists to visit Gaza to show them there's no 
humanitarian crisis. 

(U) This commemoration convoy would be sailing within two-to-three weeks of the parliamentary elections here. 

-- Jerry ]REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: J. Howard, D/POLCOUNS 
Reason: 1.4(b) 
Declassify On: 2021/03/26 

From: Sutphin, Paul R 
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 5:37 PM 
To: Riley, Robert J; Buzbee, John R; Norman, Marc E 
Cc: Baily, Jess L; Schrank, Alexander D; Bilge, Kerem S; Gregonis, Meghan E; Goodman, !Ian A; Blazakis, Jason M; Nardi, 
Margaret H; Jacobson, Michael N 
Subject: RE: EUR/SE - NEA/!PA - S/CT Meeting re Gaza Flotilla 

Paul Sutphin 
Director 
NEA/IPA 

703-362-3672 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: SECRET//NOFORN 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2021 /03/25 

From: Riley, Robert J 
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 3:26 PM 
To: Buzbee, John R; Sutphin, Paul R; Norman, Marc E 
Cc: Baily, Jess L; Schrank, Alexander D; Bilge, Kerem S; Gregonis, Meghan E; Goodman, !Ian A; Blazakis, Jason M; Nardi, 
Margaret H; Jacobson, Michael N 
Subject: RE: EUR/SE - NEA/IPA - S/CT Meeting re Gaza Flotilla 

John -That sounds good and thanks for offering up IPA for the meeting in 6251. 2:00p works for SE. Will let other 
offices chime as well on your suggested date and time. Many thanks, Bob 

Robert}. Riley 
Deputy Director 
Office of Southern European Affairs (EUR/SE) 
U.S. Department of State 
Office: 202-647-5120 
Cell: 202-374-0849 
rileyrj@state.sgov.gov 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: Robert J. Riley, Deputy Director, EUR/SE, State 
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Reason: 1.4(b). (d) 
Declassify On: 2021 /03/25 

From: Buzbee, John R 
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 3:00 PM 
To: Riley, Robert J; Sutphin, Paul R; Norman, Marc E 
Cc: Bally, Jess L; Schrank, Alexander D; Bilge, Kerem S; Gregonis, Meghan E; Goodman, !Ian A 
Subject: RE: EUR/SE - NEA/IPA - S/CT Meeting re Gaza Flotilla 

John 

From:· Riley, Robert J 
Sent: Friday, March 25, 20111:26 PM 
To: Sutphin, Paul R; Buzbee, John R; Norman, Marc E 
Cc: Baily, Jess L; Schrank, Alexander D; Bilge, Kerem S; Gregonis, Meghan E; Goodman, !Ian A 
Subject: EUR/SE - NEA/IPA - S/CT Meeting re Gaza Flotilla 

Paul, John and Marc -

Many thanks, 

Bob 

Robert J. Riley 
Deputy Ditector 
Office of Southern European Affairs (EUR/SE) 
U.S. Department of State 
()ffice:202-647-5120 
Cell,202-374-0849 
rileyrj@state.s gov .gov 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750706 Date: 12/17/2012 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: Robert J. Riley, Deputy Director, EUR/SE, State 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2021103125 

• 
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[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(8),81,1.4@] 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Dautrich, Jack T 
Friday, June 10, 2011 4:25 PM 
Mokhtarzada, Homeyra N 

Doc No. C18750711 Date: 12/17/2012 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

FW: FW: Israeli MFA Updates on Flotilla Preparations 
StateSeal.g~ 

Categories: 

Jack Doutrich 
Political Officer 
NEA/!PA 
(202) 647-4132 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 

Working 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2021/06/10 

From: Doutrich, Jack T 
Sent: Friday, June 10, 201112:10 PM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Zurcher, Kenneth M; Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); Gregonis, 
Meghan E; Schrank, Alexander D 
Cc: Eilts, Colin C 
Subject: FW: FW: Israeli MFA Updates on Flotilla Preparations 

Jack Doutrich 
Political Officer 
NEA/lPA 
(202) 647-4132 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: SECRET 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2021/06/10 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 

From: Levin, Jan X 
Sent: Friday, June 10, 201110:07 AM 
To: NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL 

1.4(0) 
81 

Cc: 'Antonietti, Patrick M OV OSD POLICY'; 'eric.lynn@osd.smil.mil'; 'ronald.tuggle@osd.smil.mil'; 
'david.wiltse@osd.smil.mil'; Grubb, Jason B; Goldberger, Thomas H; Khanna, Melanie J; Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Katz, 
Jonathan D 
Subject: FW: Israeli MFA Updates on Flotilla Preparations 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750711 Date: 12/17/2012 

From: SMART Core 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: SECRET 
Derived from: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2021/06/10 

Sent: Friday, June 10, 2011 05:0:20 

To: Levin, Jan X 

TELAVIV-SMARTS; USUN, SMARTS; GENEVA, SMARTS; ANKARA-SMARTS; LONDON-
Cc: SMARTS; MOSCOW-SMARTS; JERUSALEM-SMARTS; daria.damell@incirlik.af.smil.mil; 

PMAT (Pol-Mil Action Team) 

Subject: Israeli MF A Updates on Flotilla Preparations 

SECRET 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 

TAGS: 

Subject: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

11 TEL AVIV 689 
Jun 10, 2011/101359ZJUN 11 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
WASHDC, SECSTATE ROUTINE 

13526 
PREL, KWBG, PARM, PTER, PHSA, IS 
Israeli MFA Updates on Flotilla Preparations 
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Signature: 

Classified By: 

Reason: 

Declassify on: 

Drafted By: 
Cleared By: 

Approved By: 

Released By: 

Info: 

Attachments: 

Action Post: 
Dissemination Rule: 

Tracking: 

GOLDBERGER 

Name: Thomas Goldberger, Title: Charge d'Affaires 
Office: Political section, U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv 
Agency: Dept of State 

1.4 (b}, (d) 

2021/06/10 

TEL AVIV:Levin, Jan X 
POL:Grubb, Jason B 

POL:Silverman, Robert J 

EXEC:Goldberger, Thomas H 

TEL AVIV:Levin, Jan X 

1.4(B) 
1.4(0) 
B1 

USUN NEW YORK, USMISSION ROUTINE; GENEVA, USMISSION ROUTINE; ANKARA, 
AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; LONDON, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; MOSCOW, AMEMBASSY 
ROUTINE; JERUSALEM, AMCONSUL ROUTINE; NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE; OSD WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE 

Metadata.dat 

Released Copy 

SECRET 
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Roclplent Read 

Mokhtarzada, Horrieyra N Read: 6/10/2011 4:25 PM 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750715 Date: 12/17/2012 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

Suzanne and Gustavo, 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 

[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1, 1.4(D),NRj 

Silverman, Robert J 
Friday, April 08, 2011 5:33 AM 
Nossel, Suzanne F; Delgado. Gustavo X 
Levin Jan x· Gol ber er Thomas H; NEA-IPA-DL 
FW: 
Stat~=......,.------~ 

Working 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2021 /04/07 

From: Levin, Jan X 
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2011 7:39 PM 
To: NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 
Cc: TELAVIV POL; Goldberger, Thomas H; Katz, Jonathan D; Cassidy, Joseph P; Lieberman, Jessica D (DRL); Lapenn, 
Jessica E; Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); Cassayre, Mark J 
Subject: PN: MFA Elaborates on Goldstone Follow-up, September Scenarios, Flotilla Planning 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2021/04/07 

jREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

SMART Core 

Thursday, April 07, 2011 07:36:08 

Levin, Jan X 

Amman-SMARTS; USUN, SMARTS; GENEVA, SMARTS; JERUSALEM-SMARTS; ANKARA­
SMARTS; VILNIUS, SMARTS; Valletta, SMARTS; MILAN-SMARTS; Stockholm-SMARTS; 
TALLINN, SMARTS; PARIS-SMARTS; ATHENS-SMARTS; WARSAW-SMARTS; BRUSSELS­
SMARTS; THEHAGUE-SMARTS; ZAGREB-SMARTS; MADRID-SMARTS; ISTANBUL, 
SMARTS; BUDAPEST-SMARTS; UNVIE-SMARTS; LISBON, SMARTS; FRANKFURT, 
SMARTS; DUBLIN, SMARTS; PRAGUE, SMARTS; HAMBURG-SMARTS; LJUBLJANA­
SMARTS; LONDON-SMARTS; LUXEMBOURG-SMARTS; BRATISLAVA-SMARTS; USEU-
SMARTS; HELSINKI-SMARTS; BERLIN-SMARTS; Copenhagen-SMARTS; Riga, SMARTS; 
ROME, SMARTS; NICOSIA, SMARTS; VIENNA-SMARTS; MUNICH-SMARTS; TELAVIV­
SMARTS; PMAT (Pol-Mil Action Team); Aims, Clifford A; daria.damell@incirlik.af.smil.mil; 
cklotter@fbi.sgov.gov; daoprague@dia.smil.mil 

Subject: MFA Elaborates on Goldstone Follow-up, September Scenarios, Flotilla Planning 

CONFIDENTIAL 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Reference: 
Pass Line: 

Subject: 

1. (C) Summary: I 

planning I 

11 TEL AVIV 433 
Apr 07, 2011 I 071635Z APR 11 
AM EMBASSY TEL AVIV 
WASHDC, SECSTATE ROUTIN£ 

13526 
PREL, PINS, PTER, MOPS, KWBG, PHUM, UNHRC-1, IS 
A) 11 TEL AVIV 423 
AM EMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AM EMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 
MFA Elaborates on Goldstone Follow-up, September Scenarios, Flotilla Planning 

I On flotilla 

NR 

~--------------------------1.4(8),-~ 

1.4(D) 
B1 

Goldstone Redux 
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2. 
NR 

3. 

Palestinian Recognition: September Scenarios 

4. 

5. 
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6. 

7. (C)MFPI 

Signature: 

Classified By: 

Reason: 
Declassify on: 
Drafted By: 
Cleared By: 
Approved By: 
Released By: 

Info: 

Attachments: 

Action Post: 
Dissemination Rule: 

GOLDBERGER 

1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 

~~~~~-81~ 
~xpanded on his April 5 discussion with us by I 

Name: Thomas Goldberger, Title: Charge d'Affaires 
Office: U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv 
Agency: Dept of State 

1.4 (b), (d) 
2021/04/07 

TEL AVIV:Levin, Jan X 
POL:Silverman, Robert J 
EXEC:Goldberger, Thomas H 
TEL AVIV:Levin, Jan X 

AMMAN, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; USUN NEW YORK, USMISSION ROUTINE; GENEVA, 
USMISSION ROUTINE; JERUSALEM. AMCONSUL ROUTINE; ANKARA, AMEMBASSY 
ROUTINE; EU MEMBER STATES COLLECTIVE ROUTINE; ZEN/AMCONSUL 
DUSSELDORF; ZEN/AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 

Metadata.dat 

Released Copy 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL 
Page 1 of 2 

From: Bell, Richard K 
Sent: 4/20/2011 11 :07:28 AM 

To: svcSMARTHBTSPOP4 
Subject: GAfA FLOTILLA: DEMARC HE DELIVERED 

Attachments: Metadala.dat 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 
From: 

Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Reference: 

Pass Line: 

Subject: 

[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1, 1.4(0),NRj 

CONFIDENTIAL 

11 COPENHAGEN 175 

Apr20, 2011/201507ZAPR11 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
WASHDC, SECSTATEROUnNE 

13526 
PARM, PGOV, PHSA, PTER, KWBG, IS, DA 

A) STATE 36240 

STATE FOR NEA/IPA:JSINDLE, EUR/NB 

GAfA FLOTILLA: DEMARCHE DELIVERED 

1. (C) Denmark has not yet given much thought to a possible Gaza flotilla in May N R 
~------~--~due to its intensive focus on Libya, but the Israeli Ambassador has made a demarche, 
and the Danes know the need to make a decision after the Easter break, according tof 1.4(8) 

Responding to reftel demarche April ±9, he told Pol~~contouns he 1 _4(D) 

2. (U) Post will follow up after the Easter break (April 21 through 25) and report septel. 
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Sent: 
To: 

!RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),81,1.4(D)j 

Slier, Br~an J 
4/28/201112:57:36 PM 

svcSMARTHBTSPOP5 

Subject: Ireland: Gaza Flotilla - Neither Yes nor No 
Attachments: Metadata.dat 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 
From: 

Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 
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Subject: 

CONFIDENIIA_Ll/NOFORN 

11 DUBLIN 49 
Apr28,2011/281657ZAPR11 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 

WASH DC, SECSTATEROUTINE 
13526 

PREL, PHSA, PGOV, KWBG, TU, IS, El 
NOFORN 

A) 11 STATE 36240 

Ireland: Gaza Flotilla - Neither Yes nor No 

1. (C) Summary: PolOff delivered reftel demarche ttj ~he Middle East and North Africa 
Office of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) on Apr!! 20. L=-:J replied that Irish Free Gaza activists and 
supporters, including elected members of Ireland's oarliament, olan to be aboard an lreland-reeisterf?;d vacht that wi I + ... 1. .... 

rp_an_in_t_he_2_0_1_1_Fr_e_e_G_az_a_F_lo_ti_lla_.~1 _________________________ ~1.4(8) 

1.4(0) 
81 

2. ( C) Jn response to Po!Off's demarche, DFAT ~ 

~~~~--~~~~~---~--------rk:<=o~n~fl~rm~•=d~t~h~at~, again this year, an Irish vessel 
would take part in the flotllla, this time a vacht re&1istered in Ireland. I Ith<> v----1 ;~ ·'- ..i_ 

in the Mediterranean. I I 
'h;;:;;;-;'°",;;;-;;;c;~;;n~~~;:c;;c-;;o::o;;,:;:;:~;;:ic;::o.;::;c7.eC<:;:-::::~---------L..l _______ J~tis 
beyond the reach of Ireland's own maritime authorities at this point. 
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5. (U) Speaking tn parliament on April 21, Foreign Minister Gilmore refused a call by Deputy Boyd Barrett to state 
government's expllc[t support for the Gaza flotllla, but the ForMln recognized "the essentially humanitarian motivationn 
that gave rise to participation in the flotilla. He described the blockade as "absolutely unacceptable" and said the Irish 
government "will continue to press Israel to do all possible to facilitate those wishing to transport humanitarian goods to 
Gaza." With regard to Irish participation in the flotilla, he noted, however, that "I cannot support a project which would 

, involve Irish citizens engaging in actions which could lead them into real danger. DFAT's travel advice would remain, he 
said, that Hpeople should not attempt to sail to Gaza at the present time." 
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From: 
Sent: 

Vaughan, Gareth J 
412112011 9:13:13 AM 

!RELEASED IN PART 1.4(El),B1, 1.4(0),N~ 

To: svcSMARTHBTSPOP5 

Subject: DE[RCHE DELIVERED ON FREE GAZA ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA; MFA RELATES FURTHER INFO 
ON I 

Attachments: Meladata.dat 

MRN: 
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Subject: 

11 KYIV 323 
Apr21, 20111211313ZAPR 11 
AMEMBASSY KYIV 
WASHDC, SECSTATEROUTINE 

13526 
PREL, PHUM. UP, IS, GZ, KPAL 

A) 1LliJA TE 3737 4 
B) 11 KYN247 

STATE FOR NEIVIPA 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AMEMBASSY VILNIUS PASS TO AMEMBASSY MINSK 

DEMARCHE DELIVERED ON FREE GAZA ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA; MFA RELATES 
FURTHER INFO ONI I I 

1. {C) PolOtf met April 20 with I !the MFA to deliver ref A demarche on the plan nee 
"Free Gaza" anniversary flotilla. c=Jaid that the GOU is currently not engaged In any special monitoring of this 1.4(8) 
situation, as It only involves NGOs, but dee/a U shared our concerns regarding the possibility of particiJ1 .4(0) 
sustaining in"u or death durin the ftotllla. said that he was not aware if an Ukrainians were lannin.81 
participate, 

I I 
2. <CJI 
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From: 

Sent: 
To: 

Kilner, Scott F 

6111201110:09:34 AM 

svcSMARTHBTSPDP4 

Subject: Istanbul Demonstrators Mark Free Gaza Flotilla Anniversary 
Attachments: Metada.ta.dat 
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TAGS: 
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Subject: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

11 ISTANBUL 145 

Jun 01, 2011I011411ZJUN11 
AMCONSUL ISTANBUL 

WASH DC, SECSTATEIMM£DIATE 

13526 

PGOV, PREL, TU, IS 

A) 11 ANKARA 737 
AMEMBASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCDNSUL ALMATY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMEMBASSY ROME PASS TO AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 
AMEMBASSY VILNIUS PASS TO AMEMBASSY MINSK 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TOAMCONSUL LEIPZIG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 

Istanbul Demonstrators Mark Free Gaza Flotilla Anniversary 

Date: 12/17/2012 

1. (SBU} A few tens of thousands of demonstrators. gathered in tstanbut's central Taksim Square on May 30 to 
commemorate the one-year anniversary of the Israeli security forces' raid on the Mavi Marmara-Jed flotilla. The rally, 

organized primarily by the Turkish Humanitarian Relief Fo1.1ndation (IHH), was also supported by two small fringe 
opposition political parties - the Isla ml st Saadet Party (Felicity Party, or SP) and the ultra nationalist Grand Unity Party 
(BBP). According to press reports, demonstrators marched along a popular pedestrian thoroughfare carrying signs and 
Palestln!an flags, chanting the names of those who died last May and slogans such as "Wait Palestine, Mavi Marmara is 
coming," and "Millions hand in hand, en route to Gaza." 

2. (U} Following the march, demonstrators amassed around a stage fn Taksim Square for speeches, including Quran 
recitations and prayers for the Mavi Marmara victims, as well as speeches from Palestinians including Sheikh Raed Salah 
and Palestinian member of the Israeli parliament Muhammad Zeidan. On behalf of the families of those who died, Cigdem 
Topcuoglu-widow of Cetln Topcuoglu-gave a speech and said "You are the pride of Palestine and this community and 
the heroes of Mavi Marmara. You are the fear of Israel, its annihilation." IHH Chairman Bulent Yildirim, addressing Israel 
and the United States, said that the IHH is preparing a second flotilla and that rHH has received 500,000 applicants to join 
the flotilla, up from 600 last year. 

3. (SBU) Throughout Istanbul around the anniversary date, we noticed a larger-than-usual display of posters and banners 
bearing the IHH logo, and s~veral outdoor exhibits c.omme.morating the anniversary of the f\oti\\a. A busy square in 
Istanbul's Sultanahmet district- near the Hagia Sophia and the Blue Mosque-was taken over by a photo exhibition 
dlsplaying graphfc Images of casualtles from the Mavi Marmara. On May 30 we saw a conspicuous elderly Shia cleric-
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surrounded by aides - holding a banner with photos of the nine flotilla victims while posing for a photo in front of the 
f;agla Sophia. {Note: Although the Turkish press did not focus on the Iranian delegation's participation, one article noted 
that Ayatollah Kaimmak.ami- head of the Fehmide Foundation -visited Turkey in conjunction with the Mavi Marmara 
anniversary. End Note.) 

r-'4~.(C=)~l----------------------------11.4(8) 
1.4(0) 
81 

S. (C) Comment: While the Taksim demonstration was by far the largest in Istanbul, the Mavi Marmara flotilla's 
anniversary also sparked other emotlonally·charged commemoratlons throughout the city. Foreign participants 
emphasized themes of solidarity and remembrance, 
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From: Martinek, Paul J 
Soni: 4/27/2011 5:37:59 AM 
To: svcSMARTHBTSPOP1 

Subject: PORTUGAL: THE FREE GAZA "ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA" 

Attachments: Metadata.dat 
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11LISBON159 

Apr 27, 2011/280642Z APR 11 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
SECSTATE WASHDCROl/TINE 

13526 

PGOV, PARM, PHSA, PTER, KWBG, TU, IS, PO 
A) 11 STATE 36240 

DEPT FOR NEAllPA 

PORTUGAL: THE FREE GAZA "ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA" 

(C) Poloff delivered reftel demarche April 20 to the 
Portuguese MFA. He said the GOP knows of no Prco~rt~ug~u-e~s~e~in'd"iv~id'u-a'ls_o_r_v_es-s-e'ls-p-a'rt'ic~ip-a"tin-g-i'n~t'he""""flotilla in 
May to break the blockade of Gaza. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Miller, Lisa D 
412012011 7:16:20 AM 
svcSMARTHBTSPOP1 J 

Subject: Gaza Flotilla Demarche Delivered London 
Attac:hments: Metadata.dat 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 
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Ac.tion: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 
Reference: 
Pass Line: 

Subject: 

11 LONDON 227 
Apr 20. 2011I201116ZAPR 11 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
WASHDC. SECSTATEROUTINc 
13526 
PARM. PGOV. PHSA, PTER, KWBG. UK, IS 
NOFORN 
A) 11 STATE 36240. 
AM EMBASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMEMBASSY ROME PASS TO AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 
AMEMBASSY VILNIUS PASS TO AMEMBASSY MINSK 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 
Gaza Flotilla Demarche Delivered London 

1. (C/NF) Poloff delivered reftel demarche on April 19.1 

l The Fcol 
'--------------~xp_e_c-te_d_t_o-se_n_d_o_p_ti-on_s_t_o_M_i_n_ist_e_rs_f_o_r _Ja decision laLte_r_t_hi_s_w_e_ek-.-W-hi-le_t_h_e_FC-0-,-,--

posltron has not been fully vetted, our contacts expected their public line to advise against traveling to Gaza (as It already 
does) and to warn against any attempts to run the Israeli navar blockade.I 

2. (C/NF) Contacts said they would take Washington's concerns under consideratlon and requested any additional 
Information on the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea {SOLAS) that we can provide. The FCO is currently 
unaware of any British flagged ships that are planning to participate In the flotilla, but stressed that is was "extremely 
unlikely" HMG would prevent British nationals or boats from partlcipaiing. Contacis expressed serious concerns regarding 
the possible involvement of extremist elements, while noting that HMG is "broadly sympathetic" to the desire to end the 
blockade and noting that last year's "clearly political" flotilla had actually resulted-~ in addition to the many clearly 
negative impacts -- In a positive easing of the restrictions on Gaza. 
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Sent: 
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Subject: 

Bagwell, D. Ashley (Luxembourg) 
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DEMARCHE DELVIERED ON GAZA ""ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA" 
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11 LUXEMBOURG 97 
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PARM, PGOV, PHSA, PTER, KWBG, TU, IS, LU 

SENSITIVE 

A) 11 STATE 36240 

DEPT FOR NENIPA AND EUR/WE(PARADISE) 

DEMARCHE DELVIERED ON GAZA "ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA" 

1. (SBUl DCM delivered reftel dernarche tol 
[ [ April 2 0. r-_ ---------,-fac-1,-. d,...-,t"'h°"'a7t---~ 
Luxembourg residents or firms were almost certain to have no ties to the 
planned flotilla. He promised to share the U.S. message with his MFA 
colleag.ues to ensure his government was doing everything it could on this 
issue. He agreed that these kinds of blockade running attempts are not the 
way to resolve the situation in Gaza, nor related issues of concern. He 
emphasized that the Government of Luxembourg in general seeks to reach 
~ithin the EU, and then to implement, a consensus on issues like this one. 
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Sent: 4/26/2011 8:22:05 AM 
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Subject: CYPRUS: ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA RESPONSE 
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11 NICOSIA 129 
Apr 26. 201112612222 APR 11 

AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
WASHDC. SECSTATEIMMEDIATE 
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DEPARTMENT FOR EUR/SE AND NEA/IPA 
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ANIEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMEMBASSY ROME PASS TO AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 
AMEMBASSY VILNIUS PASS TO AMEMBASSY MINSK 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELOORF 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL ~EIPZIG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 

CYPRUS: ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA RESPONSE 

1. (C) Poloff delivered reftel points to Republic of Cyprus MFA pril 25. 1 .4(8) 
~-~'onfirmed that the ROCwould maintain in force the decision rt made last year to prevent ships setting sail for Gaza 1 .4(0) 
from ROCports. ______________________________ ,__ 91 

c:::=::Jnoted that the ROC had already been approached by Israel on the matter.~-----------~ 
~ !emphasized that the ROC olic was driven b the belief that " orts which are not legally 
in operation should not be approached."' 
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From: Sirotic, Aldo J 
Sent: 4129120119:13:40AM 

To: svcSMARTHBTSPOP5 
Subject Norway Agrees Free Gaza Anniversary Flotilla Unnecessary 

Attachments: Metadata.dat 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 
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Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS:' 
Reference; 

Subject 

11 OSLO 189 

Apr29, 2011/291313ZAPR11 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
WASHDC, SECSTATEROUT/NE 

13526 

PARM, PGOV, KWBG, PTER, IS, NO 
A) 11 STATE 36240 

Norway Agrees Free Gaza Anniversary Flotilla Unnecessary 

1. C On A ril 27 Actin PolEcon Counselor delivered ref A demarche on the Free Gaza ~'Anniversary Flotilla'7 

to e Norwegian MFA's 
Middle East section. said there is no humanitarian crisis in Gaza today and that goods, including 
commrrcial gords, are flowing to the area. Land border crossings have adequate capacity to handle increased 
trade. said there is no need for a flotilla and that Palestinian PM Fayyad is certainly not interested in 
one. He told us that Norway unsuccessfully sought to include a line in the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee (AHLC) 
Chair's Summary on this subject. However, there is a need for reconstruction and infrastructure development. 
Norway and the United States are discussing with the parties in the region ways to improve Gaza's water supply. 

L.....--~ •>uggested that the issue is thus far attracting scant interest in Norway. including in the press. 

3. (U) On April 28, Norwegian left-leaning media outlet Klassekampen reported the organization Ship to Gaza 
Norway is going against warnings from the MFA and is determined to travel to Gaza to break the blockade. The 
Nonvegian group is collaborating with 20 organizations from various countries that wiH bring aid supplies to 
Gaza in late May. The chairman of Ship to Gaza Norway, Georg Morland, says the ship will pursue a non~violent 
strategy if attacked. Several MPs will take part in the travel, including Starting Vice President Akhtar Chaudhry 
(Socialist Left - SV, which is in the governing coalition), and possibly Labor Party parliamentarian Hadia Tajik, 
who says she is still weighing her participation. The Ship to Gaza group's webpage is http_:/)\.V\:v'!V.shipJQg~za.no. 

4. (U) Chaudhry was criticized by Israel-friendly Christian Democrat (KrF) politician Hans Olav Syversen for his 
decision to participate. In comments to newspaper VG April 9, Foreign Minister Stoere warned his Labor Party 
colleagues that they might be "exploited>) by groups with ulterior motives, and expressed a fear that the aid could 
end up in the hands ofHamas. Stoere stressed that as a member of the government, he did not want to restrict 
parliamentarians' freedom to choose their own course of action. Tajik told VG that she has made clear her 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 

CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL 
Page 1 of 2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750739 Date: 12/17/2012 

1.4(B) 
1.4(0) 
B1 



StateDept03979

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750739 Date: 12/17/2012 

CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL 
Page 2 of 2 

expectations to the flotilla organizers with respect to ensuring that civil society rather than Hamas will benefit 
from the shipment. She said she believes it is possible to ensure that the cargo will not fall into the hands of 
Ham.as, and that the flotilla is a good way to show solidarity with the Palestinian civilian population. 
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Brock, Samuel V 
4/26/2011 8:56:42 AM 

svcSMARTHBTSPOP5 

Subject: Canada Possibly To Express Concern About Gaza Flotilla After Canadian Elections 
Attachments: Metadata.dat 

kQ!iflOENTIAL//NOFORN 

[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1, 1.4(D)J 

MRN: 

Date!DTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 

TAGS: 
Captions: 
Reference: 
Pass Line: 
Subject: 

11OTTAWA125 
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A) 11 STATE 36240 

PASS TO NEAllPA 

Canada Possibly To Express Concem About Gaza Flotilla After Canadian Elections 

1. (C/NF) Canada will possibly make a public statement of concern about the planned Gaza flotilla (ref a) after the 

_c~'-"~a_di_a_n _fe_d~e_ra_l _el_e_ct_io_n_s_ta_k_e~p_la_ce_on_M_a~y_2,~2~0_1_1,~---------------------1 1.4(8) 
~.-.-p-la-in_e_d-th_e_C_a_n_a-dl_a_n-go_v_e_rn_m_e_n_t_ls_l_n_ca-r-et_a_k-er_m_o_d_e_,-,n-d_D_F_A_IT-ca_n_n-ot-m-ak_e_s_e_ns-it-iv_e_p_u_b_lic_s_t_at_e_m_e_nt_s_d_u_rin_g_t_h~e ~·:(D) 

campaign. Once the electron is over~ ~aid he "pretty sure" DFAIT would make a press announcement about the 
flotilla. I Isa id s'Qme of the groups organizing the flotilla are based in Canada, but he has few details about them. 
DFAITls not aware of any Canadian~based vessels planning to be part of the flotilla, he .said. I ~aw little utility in 
approaching the flotilla organliers, saying "they probably wouldn't ffsten to us anyway." 
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From: 
Sent: 
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Miller, James N 
5/6/2011 12:26:25 PM 

svcSMARTHBTSPOP3 

Subjeot: GDF ACTIVELY OPPOSES FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN GAZA FLOTILLA 
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11 PARIS431 

May 06, 20111061626Z MAY 11 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

WASHDC, SECSTATEIMMEDIATE 

13526 

PGOV, PREL, IS, FR 

Al 11 STATE 36240 
Bl PARIS POINTS, APRIL 8, 2011 
Cl E-MAIL OF APRIL 27, 2011, NOTAL 
D) PARIS POINTS, MAY 5, 2011 

AMEMBASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMEMBASSY ROME PASS TO AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS PASS TO AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PASS TO AMCONSUL STRASBOURG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 
AMEMBASSY VILNIUS PASS TO AMEMBASSY MINSK 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AM CONSUL LEIPZIG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 

GDF ACTIVELY OPPOSES FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN GAZA FLOTILLA 

r"""'"'""'&!..!l"""'-!!l"-!'lli!llli-'ill![!.l.!ll!<C!illl>""""_Q!..l,J"""'-'ill&IJbill>...'l~=L>.L..[_ _______ 1 .4(8) 
f------------------~~--~~-~---1.4(0) told us French officials have taken three key 
La-c~ti-on_s_; ~th~e-y~sp~o'k~e-d"ir~ec~t'ly~t~o-d"is_c_our-ag_e_a_F~r-e-nc'h_g_r_ou_p_s_e_e~kin~g~to join the flotilla; made a statement in the UN B 1 
Security Council; and issued an official travel wamin . They also plan to issue a public declaration the week of 
Ma 9 

MF A WARNS FRENCH GROUP NOT TO SEND SIBP; GROUP LACKS FUNDING 

2. (C) A group of French citizens may send a ship to join the flotilla of vessels planning to break the Israeli 
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maritime blockade of Gaza, In late April, the group contacted and met with 
French MF A officials, who delivered a stem warning not/not to participate in the flotilla. told us the 
MF A urged the group to send humanitarian aid through existing land channels rather than engaging in 
provocative, risky endeavors. The group reportedly said they would "take into account" the MFA warning, but 
did not nmmise to su,end their effort. Group members acknowledged problems paying for a French ship.c::J 

I predicted they would struggle to raise the necessary funds. 

GOF PUB LI CLY DISCOURAGES FRENCH PAR TI CPA TION 

3. (C) On April 22, in the UN Security Council open debate on.the Middle East, the Fre1:h :•prerntative urged 
those wishing to provide humanitarian aid to Gaza to use existing land channels to do so. aid the GOF 
will issue a similar public statement the week of May 9. In the meantime, the MF A publis e an official travel 
warning on May 5 urging French citizens not to participate. The text reads, "It is formally discouraged to board 
ships intending to break the maritime blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip, in light of the security risks involved 
in such an enterprise." 
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From: Timmans, Timothy S 
Sent: 4/19/2011 6:04:24 AM 

To: svcSMARTHBTSPOP7 

Subject: CZECH RESPONSE TO DEMARCHE: THE FREE GAZA "ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA" 

Attachments: Metadata.dat 
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11PRAGUE175 
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A) 11 STATE 36240 

AMEMBASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMEMBASSY ROME PASS TO AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 
AMEMBASSY VILNIUS PASS TO AM EMBASSY MINSK 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG , 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 

CZECH RESPONSE TO DEMARCHE: THE FREE GAZA "ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA" 

1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 
81 

1. (C) On 18 April we delivered reftel demarche to Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Middle East and North Africa 
Department Dsaidthe Ciechs agree with the U.S. position. They support opening the 
borders to Gaza but believe that cargos must be Inspected to stop weapon smuggling. The Czechs see the ffoti/Ja as a 
pol!tlcal statement, not a humanitarian effort to improve the lives of the people in Gaza. 

2. {C) said they 
have indications that more than 15 ships wlth over 1000 people will participate in the flotilla. The Czechs are now 
considering changing their travel warning for Israel and the Palestinian territories to advise travelers of possible greater 
danger due to the flotilla The Czechs believe that due to the large number of ships 
partidpating in the flotilta the chances of violence occurring is greater than last year and they are hoping that no Czechs 
participate in this activity. There were three Czech journalists on board the Mavi Marmara last year. To date the MFA does 
not know of any Czechs planning to participate in the f/otllla. 
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From: Phipps, Brian H 
Sent: 4/19/2011 6;55:47 AM 
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Subject: LATVIA: NO KNOWN GAZA FLOTILLA PARTICIPATION 
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AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 

LAlVIA: NO KNOWN GAZA FLOTILLA PARTICIPATION 

(C) Latvian officials are unaware of anv Latvian partlcfpatjon of any kjnd in the "anniversary flotilla" to Gaza planned In late 
May. MFAI ~hanked us for our April 19 delivery of reftel 
demarche points. 
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NEPJIPA JIM SINDLE 
AMEMBASSY ROME PASS TO AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AMEMBASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSULALMATY 
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AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TOAMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 
ITALY: FREE GAZA ''.ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA" RESPONSE 

1. (C//NF) On April 21, Poloff delivered reftel points 

NR 

~~~to noted that the 1.4(B) 
MFA was convening a GOI interagency meeting in the coming week to as.sess the risk of a Ga1a "Anniversary 1.4(0) 
Floti!JaH ship emanating from Italy and to coordinate preventive stratevies. The meetinu will be chaired bv Central B 

1 Director for the Mediterranean and Middle East Domenico Giorgi.I 
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From: Hamrick, Andrew S 
Sent: 412612011 11 :05:06 AM 

To: SMART Core 
Subject: MACEDONIA NO KNOWN PARTICIPATION IN GAZA ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA 

!RELEASED IN PART B6I 

MRN: 

DatelDTG: 
From: 

Action: 
E.0.: 
TAGS: 
Reference: 
Pase Line: 
Subject: 

11 SKOPJE 226 

Apr26. 20111261502ZAPR 11 
AM EMBASSY SKOPJE 
WASHDC, SECSTATEROUTINE 

13526 
PGOV, PREL, MK, PHUM, TU, IS 

A) 11STATE36240 
STATE FOR NEN IPA 

MACEDONIA: NO KNOWN PARTICIPATION IN GAZA ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA 

1. (U) The GoM is aware of no Macedonian citizens planning to participate in a flotilla being organized 
to breach Israel's maritime blockade of Gaza on the one- ear anniversa of the Mavi Marmara 
incident, stated MFA 
I ] on Apc,riln2u6~. -~w~a~s~a~w=a~re~t~h~a"t nth~e~re~w""e'"'re"""th"'r"'e""e-cc"'it""'iz=e=-ns'""o""f"M=a"'c=e"°"d""o='ni"'occa"b"o"'a"'r'°d"th"e=-" 
ship at the time of the Moy l , 010 incident and stated that the GoM will contact us if it learns of 
citizens of Macedonia planning to participate this year. 
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From: 

Sent: 
To: 

O'Keeffe, Thomas A (The Hague) 
412012011 8:40:51 AM 

svcSMARTHBTSPOPS 

Subject: NETHERLANDS/GAZA: DUTCH GOVERNMENT WARNS NGOS OF FLOTILLA CONFRONTATION, TO 
NO AVAIL 

Attachments: Metadata.dat 

.SEGREI/lNQEQRN 

[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,1.4(D)] 

MRN: 11 THE HAGUE 183 

Date/DTG: Apr 20, 2011 / 201241Z APR 11 

AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 

WASHDC. SECSTATEROUTINE 

13526 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Captions: 
PREL, PHUM, IS, GZ, NL 

SENSITIVE, NOFORN 

Reference: 
Subject: 

A) 11 STATE 36240. 

NETHERLANDS/GAZA: DUTCH GOVERNMENT WARNS NGOS OF FLOTILLA 
CONFRONTATION, TO NO AVAIL 

1. (S N/F) SU MARV: The Dutch have publicly and privately warned individuals and 
organizations against participating in the Free Gaza anniversary flotilla in May. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. (S/NF) PolOff delivered reftel demarche to MFA~-----------~ 
~---".April 19. I I said that the MFA had taken a series of steps, publically and 
privately, to communicate the danger and ineffectualness of attempting to deliver 
uninspected goods directly to Gaza, and undertaking any provocations that would invite 
and escalate a confrontation. 

3. (S/NF) "Our Minister spoke out about this T parlia1ent, and we talked to individual 
organizations about the dangers involved," said. 

We have issued a travel advisory against Gaza, and 
~~-----~~~~~ told activists to speak with their insurance companies before going. If they are arrested, 
we can only offer them consular services. " 
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4. (S/NF) c·1 provided a link to the following website of Dutch NG Os active in the Gaza 
Flotilla II campaign: www.nederland-gaza.nl. The website, which is primarily in Dutch, 
outlines a well-developed program of activism with widespread NGO participation, 
linkages throughout the EU, Facebook pages and even fundraising schemes, such as sales 
of olive oil the profits of which support humanitarian aid to Gaza. 

5. (S/NF)L~also provided a Dutch-language Jetter by the Netherlands-Gaza 
Foundation seeking funds and 35 participants to sail with a Dutch ship. The Foundation 
says it is comprised of Dutch Christian, Jewish, Islamic and secular organizations. They are 
looking specifically for people with journalism backgrounds, as well as lawyers, writers, 
doctors, academics and politicians, to participate as passengers. Interested individuals 
are asked to contact Rob Groenhuijzen at +31-061.468.6769 or via email at 
re4evolution@gmail.com or infor@nederland-gaza.nl. Funding is also requested to be 
sent to bank account No. 447872605 t.n.v. Stichting Nederland-Gaza in Gouda, 
Netherlands. 

6. (S/NF) The Netherlands-Gaza Foundation letter lists 24 supporting organizations: 

• Al Maktaba 

• Al Awda Netwerk Palestina 

• Atlasbridges Foundation 

• Een Ander Joods Geluid 

• Federatie lslamitische Organisaties Nederland 

• Friends of Nazareth 

• Internationale Socialisten 

• Nederlands lnstituut Palestina/lsrael 

• Nederlands Palestina Komitee 

• Palistijnse Gemeenschap Nederland 

• Palestina Komitee Rotterdam 

• Rotterdam voor Gaza 

• Stichting ISRAA 

• Stichting Palestijnse Vrouwen in Nederland 

• Stichting Talliq 
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• Stop de Bezetting 

• Utrecht4Palestine 

• Vreinden van Sabeel Nederland 

• Vereniging Ettaouhid 

• Vereniging Landelijk Organizatie Op Koers (LOOK) 

• Vrouwen in het Zwart 

• Werkgroep Keerpunt 

• Wij Bliven Hier 
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From: Angelica, Beata 
Sent: 3/24/2011 1 :55:30 PM 

To: svcSMARTHBTSPOP4 

Subject: POLISH MFA: EU DIVIDED ON GAZA FLOTILLA RESOLUTION 

Attachments: Meta.data.dat 

CONFIDENTIAL 

[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(8),81, 1.4(D},NR[ 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 

Reference: 
Pass Line: 

Subject: 

11 WARSAW 165 

Mar 24. 2011 / 241755Z MAR 11 

AMEMBASSY WARSAW 

WASHDC, SECSTATEROUT/Ne 

13526 

PREL, PHUM, UN, PL 

SIPDIS 

A) 10 STATE 16233 

AMEMBASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY 
AM EMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSULADANA 
AMEMBASSY ROME PASS TO AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 
AMEMBASSY VILNIUS PASS TO AMEMBASSY MINSK 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL OUSSELDORF 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 
AM EMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 

POLISH MFA: EU DIVIDED ON GAZA FLOTILLA RESOLUTION 

(C} The EU countries are divided on the Gaza flotilla incident follow-up resolution, according t-~---~ 
While Poland, Slovakia, and Hungary oppose the resolution, France 

and Great Britain support it According 
to Poland is cognizant of divisions within the EU on Israel-related resolutions and therefore consistently 
lobbies member states to adopt a uniform EU position of abstaining on lsrael-rela.ted resolutions. This practice 
notwithstanding said Poland is currently considering opposing the resolution on follow-up to the 
Goldstone report. [ 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Callahan, J. Nicole 

4/22/2011 8:46:03 AM 

svcSMARTHBTSPOP7 

Subject: Demarche Response: Gaza Anniverary Flotilla 

Attaehments: Metadata.dat 

[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,1.4(D)i 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 
E.0.: 
TAGS: 

Subject: 

11 ZAGREB 157 

Apr 22. 2011 I 221246Z APR 11 

AM EMBASSY ZAGREB 

WASHDC. SECSTATEROU71NE 

13526 

PARM. PGOV, PHSA, PREL, HR, PTER, KWBG. TU, IS 

Demarche Response: Gaza Anniverary Flotilla 

ril 21 PolOff delivered reftel demarche on the possibility of an annivers11ry flotilla to Gaza during May toC 1.4(8) 
~-----------------~·he MFA. The Goe understands and sllares our concerns. At this 1.4(0) 
time they do not have any Information tllat would lead them to believe that Croatian citizens, boats, or ports will be part B 

1 of the flotilla. 
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From; 

Sent: 
To: 

H(nman, Ricllard c (Amman) 

4/21/;2011 9:24:27 AM 

svcSMARTHBTSPOP3 

Subject: Jordan Claims No Knowledge of Gaza Flotilla 

Attachments: Metadata.dat 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 

Reference: 
Subject: 

[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(6),61, 1.4(D)[ 

11AMMAN569 

Apr21. 2011/211324ZAPR11 

AMEMBASSY AMMAN 

WASHDC, SECSTATEROUT/NE 

135;26 

PREL, PARM, PTER, PHSA, GZ, IS, JO 

A) 11STATE36240 

Jordan Clafms No Knowledge of Gaza Flotilla 

1. (S) PolOff delivered reftel p1'!oi"'n"tso.;t,,.oc_ _______________ -l!!!h£e,,M,..F..,A'l. __ }-------, 
acknowledged our concerns 

c---~~~---~--~ He also said that the issue had not been discussed within the ministry and that 
he did not know anything more about it than had appeared in the media. 

2. (S) COMMENT. I 
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From: O'Grady, Daniel J 
Sent: 4/25/2011 9:58:54 AM 

To: svcSMARTHBTSPOP5 
Subject: Anniversary Flotilla: IHH Plans to Postpone Past Elections 

Attachments: Metadata.dat 

S.E.C.BEJ://J~_QFORN 

[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,1.4(D)) 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 

Reference: 

Pass Line: 

Subject: 

11 ANKARA661 
Apr 25, 2011 / 251359Z APR 11 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
WASHDC, SECSTATEROUTINE 

13526 
PREL, TU, IS, UN 

NOFORN 

A) STATE 36240 
B) 11 ANKARA 497 

AMEMBASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMEMBASSY ROME PASS TO AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS PASS TO AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PASS TO AMCONSUL STRASBOURG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 
AMEMBASSY VILNIUS PASS TO AMEMBASSY MINSK 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 
Anniveraary Flotilla: IHH Plans to Postpone Past Elections 

1. (C) SUMMARY: The Ambassador continues to urge the GoTto forestall Turkish oarticipation in or support for 

;th~e~a~n~n~iv~e~rs~•~rv~·~·F~re~e~G~a~z=•-"fl~o~t~il~la~.l~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~I 1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 
81 

2. (C) During April 1 (REF B) and April 14 discussions with MFA the Ambassador urged 

the GoT to forestall Turkish participation in or support for the anniversary "Free Gaza" flotilla. I 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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From; Howard, Jeremiah H 
Sent: 5/7/2011 5:55:25 PM 

To: svcSMARTHBTSPOP1 

Subject: Mavi Marmara Anniversary Flotilla's Timing Still Unclear_ 

Attachments: Metada!a.dat 

CONFIDENTIAL//REL TO USA and G.l'IB 

!RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,1.4(D)j 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action; 

E.0.: 
TAGS: 

Reference: 

Pass Line: 

Subject: 

11 ANKARA 737 

May07. 2011/072155ZMAY11 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
WASHOC, SECSTATEIMMEDIATE 

13526 
PREL, MARR, MOPS, PGOV, GZ, IS, TU 

A) ANKARA 663 
AMEM8ASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
AMEMBASSY ROME PASS TO AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AMEM8ASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 
AMEM8ASSY VILNIUS PASS TO AMEM8ASSY MINSK 
AMEM8ASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AMEM8ASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 
AMEM8ASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 

Mavi Marmara Anniversary Flotilla's Tirning Still Unclear 

1. (C//REL UK) SUMMARY: The Turkish lslamist NGO IHH announced it Is sending a single ship May 31, carrying 
humanitarian supplies, to El Arish, where the cargo will be transshipped to Gaza bv truck through the Rafah border 
crossing. IHH also plans a separate anniversary flotilla, but timing is unclear. I I I END SUMMARY. ~-----------~ 

3. (C//REn==Jold l e 1500 peoole from 22 countries will oartidoate in +he comm<>morative fl,..,+'lla 
sailing on 15 vessels. 150 of the 1500 are Turks.I 
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6. (U) In a recent posting, the IHH website announced plans to dispatch May 31a1000-ton ship to Gaza, carrying 
"construction materials, textile prodl.lcts and medicine ... The ship wlU ha\/e been sent ... before the departure of the second 
11Freedom Flotilla" and will dock at Egypt's Arish port. Aid supplies will be loaded aboard trucks here which will then be 
transported to Gaza through the R.afah Border Crossing which was opened to Gazans after the public revolution In 
Egypt.0 
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From: Mccutcheon, Robert H (Beirut) 
Sent 4/19/2011 7:15:37 AM 

To: svcSMARTHBTSPOP5 

Subject: The Free Gaza "Anniversary Flotilla" - Lebanon Response , 
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STATE FOR NEAllPA JIM SINDLE 

The Free Gaza "Anniversary Flotilla" - Lebanon Response 

(C) On April 19, poloff delivered reftel demarche on the impending Gaza flotilla to 
MFAI I C:=J reported tha0 had no inf'"""o-rm_a_ti-on-a-bo_u_t_v_e_ss_e_l _ _j 

movements related to this flotilla -- or any plans for the flotilla to enter or depart Lebanese ports'-------" 

~-=~~~-~-~~-------------~ We wlll follow up with the MFA and report 
any additional information septet 
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Sent: 4/20/2011 8:28:06 AM 

To: svcSMARTHBTSPOP3 
Subject: BELGIANS LIKELY TO ACCOMPANY GAZ.A FLOTILLA, BUT NOT ON THEIR OWN SHIP 
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STATE FOR EUR/WE AND NENIPA 
AMEMBASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
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Subject: BELGIANS LIKELY TO ACCOMPANY GAZ.A FLOTILLA, BUT NOT ON THEIR OWN SHIP 

1. (C) On April 19, Deputy Political Economic Counselor discussed with MFAc:=J 

~,...--~~~~~~,...--~~~~~~ 
the likelihood that Belgian citizens may participate in a politically 

charged Gaza flotilla on the anniversary of last year's flotilla events. Four Belgian citizens were arrested on 
board the Mavi Marmara in 2010. They are identified as nd 

c.-,-~,---~:-:-~~~~~-,---:-;:--,---:--:--c-~-,~-::-~.,-,----,-~~~~~---:,.-,-~'~~--' 

that the Belgian government is still involved in consular efforts in Israel to recover some of their property 
aid 

confiscated by the Israelis. These persons and others are now attempting to organize Belgian participation in 
the 2011 flotilla. There are a number of websites visible, including 11Belgiumt0Gaza.com 11

, which unites various 
groups in a fund raising effort to procure a ship for the trip to Gaza. 

2. !C) According tol l fundraising has not been successful, so no ship ls likely to de art Bel ium to 'oin the 
flotilla. A few Belgians may travel on ships organized by other national groups to Gaza. 
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3. (C) Deputy Political Counselor told that the port of Ashdod is being made available by the Israelis as a 
safe alternative for delivery of goods to the Ga2ans. He also mentioned that the USG has called on Israel to 
exercise restraint if the flotilla arrives as planned.I !agreed to keep on touch about developments in the 

I I 
Signature: 

Classified By: 

Reason: 

Declassify on: 

Drafted By: 
Approved By: 
Released By: 
Info: 

Attachments: 

Action Post: 
Dissemination Rule: 

CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL 
Page 2 of 2 

GUTMAN 

Name: Steven Fagin, Title: Pol'ltical Economic Counselor 
Agency: Embassy Brussels 
1.4 {b). {d) 

2021/04120 

BRUSSELS:Kiene, Robert R {Brussels) 

POL:Fagin, Steven H 
BRUSSELS:Kiene. Robert R (Brussels) 

TEL AVIV, AMEMBASSYROUTINE; CAIRO, AMEMBASSYROU11NE; BEIRUT, AMEMBASSY 
ROUTINE; USUN NEW YORK, USMISSIONROUTINE; ANKARA, AMEMBASSYROU11NE; 
EUROPEAN POLITICAL COLLECTIVEROU11NE; ZEN/AMCONSUL ALMATY; 
ZEN/AMCONSUL ADANA; ZEN/AMCONSUL FLORENCE; 
ZEN/AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK; ZEN/AMEMBASSY MINSK; 
ZEN/AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF; ZEN/AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG; 
ZEN/AMCONSUL LEIPZIG; ZEN/AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 

Metadata.dat 

Archive Copy 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750762 Date: 12/17/2012 

1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 
81 



StateDept04004

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750763 Date: 12/17/2012 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET 
Page 1 of 1 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cline, Melissa R 
511012011 9:37:33 AM 

svcSMARTHBTSPOP1 

Subject: "Anniversary Ftotilta" Demarche Delivered 

Attachments: Metadata.dat 

[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,1.4(D)j 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 

From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 

TAGS: 

Reference: 
Subject 

11CAIRO545 

May 10, 2011I101337Z MAY 11 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

WASHDC, SECSTATEROUTINE 

13526 

PREl, PGOV, PARM. KWBG, IS, TU, EG 

A) 11 STATE 36240 

"Anniversary Flotilla" Demarche Delivered 

1. (S) On May a, Ambassador raised reftel points on a potential attempt to break the Israeli maritime blockade of Gaza 
with MFA! I Ambassador asked if the GOE would allow humanitarian assistance to be delivered 
through the port of el-Arish in northern Sinai, as Egypt had previously done. c=::};aid no decision had been made, but 
believed that the flotilla planned for late-May would be udelayed." 
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Subject: Anniversary Flotilla Demarche Passed to Government of Moldova 
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Anniversary Flotilla Demarche Passed to Government of Moldova 

1. (S) On April 21, we passed reftel demarche to 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

the Moldovan Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
La_n_d~_E_u_r_o_p_e_a~n~I~n~t_e_g_r~a-t~i-o~n- I I promised that Government of 

Moldova would inform us immediately if any information became 
available about Moldovan citizens or Moldovan-flagged ships 
involved in the Free Gaza "Anniversary Flotilla.• 
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Classified by Ambassador Gordon Gray for reasons 1.4 (b) and 
(d). 

1. { told the Ambassador on June 5 
that deliberations at the Arab League Ministerial convened in 
Cairo June 3 in reaction to the May 31 Gaza flotilla incident 
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4. (C) The Ambassador underlined U.S. views that the Gaza 
incident needed to be invesUgated and that efforts for peace 
must continue. I I I 
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Subject: ISRAELI FM LIEBERMAN MEETING WITH AMB RICE ON Gl\LA FLOTILlAAND 
PROXIMITY TALKS . 

1~ (C) Sununary: Ambassador Rice met June 8 with Israeli Foreign Minister 
Lieberman and discussed Iran sancti'"''"'"' .,:;-...,11,...W-"...., ,...,..., +-J....,... ~.,,.,,..., fl,...+-~ll;::i. 

incident, and the oroximitv talks. I 

I I 

Gaza Flotilla follow-up 
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JackT 
RE: FW: ACTION REQUEST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO Gl\ZA AID 
CARAVAN 
image001.gif 

Follow up 
Completed 

Working 

Very good. Please ask IPA to follow up on those questions. 
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Subject: FW: ACTION REQUEST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GAZA AID CARAVAN 

Torn-

I followed up with MF on our latest efforts detailed below 
regarding the "Asia to Gaza Aid Caravan"j ~ppreciated the information. He alerted me to several 
internet reports (www.telegraphindia.com, among others) noting that an Iranian-American citizen named Azam 
Azaditabar Carlton or Carlson is participating in the caravan and was apparently denied entry into Turkey from 
Iran.] ~sked if we knew the reasons for the denied entry, or if we had asked the Turkish authorities to 
intervene. 

Regards, · 
Jason 
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TAGS: PREL, KPAL, KWBG, PHUM, IR, TU, SY, LE, JO, IS 
SUBJECT: ACTION REQUEST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GAZA 
AID CARAVAN 

REF:A)ANKARA1649 
B) NEW DELHI 1923 
CJ STATE 119883 

Classified by: Ronald Schlicher, NS, Acting 
NEAReason(s): 1.4 (b), (d) 

1. (U) This is an action request. Please see paragraph 5. 
2. (C) The department appreciates res.ponses from Embassies Ankara 
and New Delhi (Refs A and B) lo the November 19 demarche request 
(ref C) asking host governments to reiterate that those wishing to 
deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza do so through existing mechanisms 
?- so cargo can be inspected and transferred via land crossings --
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and for additional information about the planned "Asia to Gaza 
Solidarity Caravan" that originated in India. Reports at that time 
indicated the group might seek to break the Israeli naval blockade 
and enter Gaza by sea. In recent press releases and interviews, 
the organizers are now stating they will sail to Al-Arish, Egypt 
and enter Gaza by land at the Rafah crossing. Posts are requested 
to seek more information about this group from host governments and 
urge host governments to deter this group from attempting to break 
the naval blockade. 
3. (C) BACKGROUND: After getting underway in India in early 
December, the "Asia to Gaza Solidarity Caravan," organized by the 
ad-hoc coalition "Asian People?s Solidarity for Palestine," 
traveled through Pakistan and is currently in Iran. Iranian media 
reports that President Ahmadinejad greeted the caravan at an event 
in Tehran on December 13, and several Iranian MPs will join the 
group. Organizers state the caravan will continue on to Turkey and 
Syria en route to a Syrian or Turkish port, where goods and 
activists would board ships and sail to Rafah, Egypt before 
traveling to Gaza by land. Depending on timing, the caravan may 
seek to enter Jordan and/or Lebanon, or meet up with additional 
caravan elements originating from those countries. The group?s aim 
is to arrive in Gaza on December 27, the second anniversary of 
2008-2009 Israeli incursion into Gaza "Operation Cast Lead." 
Information from the organization can· be found on its website at 
asiatogaza.org. Posts are also requested to seek more information 
on the "Asia to Gaza Solidarity Caravan." 
4. (U) According to press reports and Asian People?s Solidarity 
for Palestine press releases, organizers expect 100-500 activists 
from 17 Arab and Asian nations to participate. Organizers, 
including the Turkish Humanitarian Relief Foundation (IHH), 
announced plans for the caravan in early October in India, Iran, 
Indonesia, Lebanon, and Turkey. 
5. (C/REL Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria) Amman, Beirut, and Damascus 
are requested to deliver the following points to appropriate host 
government officials. Please slug reply to NENIPA Jack Dautrich. 

Begin talking points: 
--After getting underway in India in early December, the "Asia to 
Gaza Solidarity Caravan," organized by the ad-hoc coalition "Asian 
People?s Solidarity for Palestine," traveled through Pakistan and 
is currently in Syria. 
- Early statements by organizers indicated that the "Asia to Gaza 
Solidarity Caravan" intended to break through lsrael?s naval 
blockade to deliver assistance to Gaza by sea. 
- Although recent public statements suggest the group will instead 
seek to sail from Turkey or Syria to Al-Arish, Egypt and then 
travel to Gaza by land, we remain concerned that the group could 
follow its earlier 
plan and attempt to enter Gaza by sea. 
-- We would be interested in hearing what your government knows 
about this group and its planned 'Asia to Gaza Solidarity Caravan." 
-- The United States believes strongly that aid fiotillas that aim 
to deliver goods directly to Gaza by sea are irresponsible and 
intentiona11y provocative. 
--We urge you to take whatever steps you can to prevent this 
convoy from taking this approach; we must do all we can to avoid 
another incident like the tragic events of May 31 aooard the MN 
Mavi Marmara. 
-- We are committed to meeting the humanitarian and development 
needs of those in Gaza, including rebuilding the private sector 
that will be the engine of Gaza?s recovery. 
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-- Legitimate mechanisms exist for the transfer of humanitarian 
assistance to Gaza by states and groups that want to do so. 
-- All those wishing to deliver goods should do so through 
established channels so cargo can be inspected and transferred via 
land crossings into Gaza. 
--We hope that you will engage the convoy organizers to underscore 
the need to focus on how best to assist the people of Gaza and to 
avoid provocative confrontations. 
6. (U) Minimize considered. 
CLINTON 
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Bowers, Allyson M 
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Subject: 
Attachments: 

Categories: 

Thx. 

Doutrich, Jack T 
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Abell, J Andrew 
RE: Demarches/Convoy 
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Working 

This document is UNCLASSIFlED//NOFORN when separated from (ONF!DENTlAV/NOPORN 
attachment(s). 
Classification: 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

From: Abell, J Andrew 
sent: Monday, December 20, 2010 6:28 PM 
To: Doutrich, Jack T 
Subject: FW: Demarches/Convoy 

CONFIDENTIAL//NOFORN 
DSCG 05-1 b, d 
2035/12/21 

This document is UNCLASSJFIED//NOFORN when separated from CONFIDENTJAL//NOFORN 
attachment( s ). 
Classification: CONFIDENTIALl/NOFORN 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

From: Munir, Junaid Jay 
Sent: Monday, December 20, 2010 6:14 PM 
To: Abell, J Andrew; Goodfriend, Andre M 

DSCG 05-1 b, d 
2035/12/20 

Cc: Hunter, Charles F; Tachco, Amy N; Shampaine, Nicole D; Creedon, Reid M; Cummings, Joanne 
Subject: Demarches/Convoy 

Andy, 

Thanks! Jay. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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From: Abell, J Andrew 

CONFIDENTIALl/NOFORN 
DSCG 05-1 b, d 
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Sent: Tuesday, December 21, 2010 1:10 AM 
To: Goodfriend, Andre M; Munir, Junaid Jay 
Cc: Hunter, Charles F; Tachco, Amy N; Shampalne, Nicole D; Creedon, Reid M 
Subject: ACT10N REQUEST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GAZA AID CARAVAN 

Andre/Jay, 

Best, 
Andy 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED//NOFORN when separated from CONFIDENT!AL//NOFORN 
attachment(s}. 
Classification: 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

From: Doutrich, Jack T 
Sent: Monday, December 20, 2010 4:54 PM 
To: Abell, J Andrew 

CONFIDENTIAU/NOFORN 
DSCG 05-1 b, d 
2035112120 

Cc: Shampaine, Nicole D; Creedon, Reid M; Sutphin, Paul R; Munir, Junaid Jay 
Subject: RE: FW: ACTION REQUEST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GAZA AID CARAVAN 

JD. 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED//NOFORN when separated from CONFIDENTIAL//NOFORN 
attachment(s}. 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL//NOFORN 
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Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

From: Abell, J Andrew 

DSCG 05-1 b, d 
2035/12/20 

Sent: Monday, December 20, 2010 3:48 PM 
To: Doutrich, Jack T; Munir, Junaid Jay 
Cc: Shampaine, Nicole D; Creedon, Reid M 
Subject: RE: FW: ACTION REQUEST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GAZA AID CARAVAN 

Jack, 

Thanks, 
Andy 

-We would be interested in hearing what your government knows 
about this group and ils planned "Asia to Gaza Solidarity Caravan." 
-- The United States believes strongly that aid fiotillas that aim 
to deliver goods directly to Gaza by sea are irresponsible and 
intentionally provocative. 
-- We urge you to take whatever steps you can to prevent this 
convoy from taking this approach; we must do all we can to avoi~ 
another incident like the_tragic events of May 31 aboard the _MN 
Mavi t>1arrn!'.ra, 
--We are committed to meeting the humanitarian and development 
needs of those in Gaza, including rebuilding the private sector 
that will be the engine of Gaza?s recovery. 
-- Legitimate mechanisms exist for the transfer of humanitarian 
assistance to Gaza by states and groups that want to do so. 
--All those wishing to deliver goods should do so through 
established channels so cargo can be inspected and transferred via 
land crossings into Gaza. 

This document is CONF!DENTJAL//NOFORN when separated from CONFIDENTJAL//NOFORN 
attachment(s). 
Classification: 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

From: Doutrich, Jack T 
Sent: Monday, December 20, 2010 1:49 PM 

CONFIDENTIALl/NOFORN 
DSCG 05-1 b, d 
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To: Rosenstock, Matthew S; Munir, Junaid Jay 
Cc: Waters, John R; Silverman, Robert J; Abell, J Andrew; Kosa, Lauren S 
Subject: FW: ACT10N REQUEST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GAZA AID CARAVAN· 
Importance: High 

Matt/Jay, 

JD. 

From: SMART Core 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2020/12/20 

Sent: Monday, December 20, 2010 12:16:44 

To: 
Dautrich, Jack T; Coley, Lea M; Frelich, Karlene H; Sachar, Alon; Levinson, Jesse S; Riley, 

Cc: Le'Shawnda V; Reed, Julia G; Hof, Frederic C; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Irwin, Matthew T; Eilts, 
Colin C · 

Subject: ACTION REQUEST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GAZA AID CARA VAN 
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AMEMBASSY IMMEDIATE 
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C 0 NF IDEN TI AL STATE 129967 

SIPDJS 

E.0.13526: DECL: 2020/12/20 
TAGS: PREL, KPAL, KWBG, PHUM, IR, TU, SY, LE, JO, IS 
SUBJECT: ACTION REQUEST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GAZA 
AID CARAVAN 

REF: A) ANKARA 1649 
B) NEW DELHI 1923 
C) STATE 119883 

Classified by: Ronald Schlicher, NS, Acting 
NEAReason(s): 1.4 (b), (d) 

1. (U) This is an action request. Please see paragraph 5. 
2. (C) The department appreciates responses from Embassies Ankara 
and New Delhi (Refs A and B) to the November 19 demarche request 
(ref C) asking hos\ governments to reiterate that those wishing to 
deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza do so through existing mechanisms 
?- so cargo can be inspected and transferred via land crossings -
and for additional information about the planned "Asia to Gaza 
Solidarity Caravan" that originated in India. Reports at that time 
indicated the group might seek to break the Israeli naval blockade 
and enter Gaza by sea. In recent press releases and interviews, 
the organizers are now sialing they will sail to Al-Arish, Egypt 
and enter Gaza by land at the Rafah crossing. Posts are requested 
to seek more information about this group from host governments and 
urge host governments to deter this group from attempting to break 
the naval blockade. 
3. (C) BACKGROUND: After getting underway in India in early 
December, the "Asia to Gaza Solidarity Caravan," organized by the 
ad-hoc coalition "Asian People?s Solidarity for Palestine," 
traveled through Pakistan and is currently in Iran. Iranian media 
reports that President Ahmadinejad greeted the caravan at an event 
in Tehran on December 13, and several Iranian MPs will join the 
group. Organizers state the caravan will continue on to Turkey and 
Syria en route to a Syrian or Turkish port, where goods and 
activists would board ships and sail to Rafah, Egypt before 
traveling to Gaza by land. Depending on timing, the caravan may 
seek to enter Jordan and/or Lebanon, or meet up with additional 
caravan elements originating from those countries. The group!s aim 
is to arrive in Gaza on December 27, the second anniversary of 
2008-2009 Israeli incursion into Gaza "Operation Cast Lead." 
Information from the organization can be found on its website at 
asiatogaza.org. Posts are also requested to seek more information 
on the "Asia to Gaza Solidarity Caravan." 
4. (U) According to press reports and Asian People?s Solidarity 
for Palestine press releases, organizers expect 100-500 activists 
from 17 Arab and Asian nations to participate. Organizers, 
including the Turkish Humanitarian Relief Foundation (IHH), 
announced plans for the caravan in early October in India, Iran, 
Indonesia, Lebanon, and Turkey. 
5. (C/REL Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria) Amman, Beirut, and Damascus 
are requested to deliver the following points to appropriate host 
government officials. Please slug reply to NENIPA Jack Doutrich. 

Begin talking points: 
-After getting underway in India in early December, the "Asia to 
Gaza Solidarily Caravan," organized by the ad-hoc coalition "Asian 
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People?s Solidarity for Palestine." traveled through Pakistan and 
is currently in Syria. 
- Early statements by organizers indicated that the "Asia to Gaza 
Solidarity Caravan" intended to break through Jsrael?s naval 
blockade· to deliver assistance to Gaza by sea. 
--Although recent public statements suggest the group will instead 
seek to sail from Turkey or Syria to Al-Arish, Egypt and then 
travel to Gaza by land, we remain concerned that the group could 
follow its earlier 
plan and attempt to enler Gaza by sea. 
-- We would be interested in hearing what your government knows 
about this group and its planned "Asia to Gaza Solidarity Caravan." 
-- The United States believes strongly that aid flotillas that aim 
to deliver goods directly lo Gaza by sea are irresponsible and 
intentionally provocative. 
-- We urge you to take whatever steps you can to prevent this 
convoy from taking this approach; we must do all we can to avoid 
another incident like the tragic events of May 31 aboard the MN 
Mavi Marmara. 
-- We are committed to meeting the humanitarian and development 
needs of those in Gaza, including rebuilding the private sector 
that will be the engine of Gaza?s recovery. 
- Legitimate mechanisms exist for the transfer of humanitarian 
assistance to Gaza by states and groups that want to do so. 
- All those wishing to deliver goods should do so through 
established channels so cargo can be inspected and transferred via 
land crossings into Gaza. 
-- We hope that you will engage the convoy organizers to underscore 
the need to focus on how best to assist the people of Gaza and to 
avoid provocative confrontations. 
6. ( U) Minimize considered. 
CLINTON 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

Categories: 

Schrank, Alexander D 
Wednesday, December 22, 2010 11 :59 AM 
Doutrich, Jack T 
Sindle, James M; Taylor, Victoria J 
RE: FW: ACTION REQUEST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GAZ.A AID 
CARAVAN 
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Working 

Let me know if you need any further assistance with this. 

Thanks, 
Alex. 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
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From: Doutrich, Jack T 
Sent: Wednesday, December 22, 2010 11:45 AM 
To: Taylor, Victoria J; Schrank, Alexander D 
Cc: Sindle, James M 
Subject: RE: FW: ACTION REQUEST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GA2A AID CARAVAN 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED when separated from CONFIDENTIAL attachment(s). 
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From: Taylor, Victoria J 
Sent: Tuesday, December 21, 2010 10:35 AM 
To: Doutrich, Jack T; Schrank, Alexander D 
Subject: RE: FW: ACTION REQUEST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GA2A AID CARAVAN 

Hi Jack, 

Best, !REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
VT 
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Sent: Tuesday, December 21, 2010 10:26.AM 
To: Schrank, Alexander D; Taylor, Victoria J 
Subject: FW: FW: ACTION REQUEST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA m GAZA AID CARAVAN 

JD. 
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Derived from previous message in thread. 
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Sent: Tuesday, December 21, 2010 2:55 PM 
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Sutphin, Paul R; Buzbee, John R; Parker, Andrew C; Doutrich, Jack T 
Subject: FW; ACTION REQUEST: FOLLOW UP DEMARCHE ON THE ASIA TO GAZA AID CARAVAN 

Tom-

85 

I followed up with MFA n our latest efforts detailed below 1 .4(D) 
regarding the "Asia to Gaza Aid Caravan"; appreciated the information. Heal~rted me to.se~eraf 81 
inte~~i reports-(www"Jei~gr,;-phi~dfa:eom: among others)noti"fig that anlran{an:American citizen named AzarTi 
Azaditabar Carlton or Carlson is participating in the caravan and was apparently denied entry into Turkey from' 
Iran. I lask_ed if w_e -~..e.~ _the r~as.ons for 1:he d~ied entry, _or ff we had. aske~ th.e Turkish authorities. to 
)ntel"\'.ene, 

Regards, 
Jason 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

SMART Core 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classlfication: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2020/12121 

Monday, December 20, 2010 07:16:43 

Silverman, Robert J; Wilson, Joseph M; Wholters, Jam es R; Drake, Virginia D; Eussen, Matthew M; 
Parsell, Benjamin C; Burgess, Richard J; Burton, Terry D; Failla, Ann M; Goldberger, Thom.as H; 
Grubb, Jason B; Hennard, John S; Kirk, Edward W; Lawrence, Tim R; Levin, Jan X; Lurie, Mikael D; 
Madera, Eduardo A; Mederrick, Debra J; Nelson; Timothy D; Otto, Jeffrey L; Shannon, Clark L; 
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REF: A) ANKARA 1649 
B) NEW DELHI 1923 
C) STATE 119883 

Classified by: Ronald Schlicher, NS, Acting 
NEAReason(s): 1.4 (b), (d) 

1. (U) This is an action request. Please see paragraph 5. 
2. {C) The department appreciates responses from Embassies Ankara 
and New Delhi (Refs A and B) to the November 19 demarche request 
(ref C) asking host governments to reiterate that those wishing to 
deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza do so through existing mechanisms 
?- so cargo can be inspected and transferred via land crossings --
and for additional information about the planned "Asia to Gaza 
Solidarity Caravan" that originated in India. Reports at that time 
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indicated the group might seek to break the Israeli naval blockade 
and enter Gaza by sea. In recent press releases and interviews, 
the organizers are now stating they will sail to Al-Arish, Egypt 
and enter Gaza by land at the Rafah crossing. Posts are requested 
to seek more information about this group from host governments and 
urge host governments to deter this group from attempting to break 
the naval blockade. 
3. (C) BACKGROUND: After getting uhderway in India in early 
December, the "Asia to Gaza Solidarity Caravan," organized by the 
ad-hoc coalition "Asian People?s Solidarity for Palestine," 
traveled through Pakistan and is currently in Iran. Iranian media 
reports that President Ahmadinejad greeted the caravan at an event 
in Tehran on December 13, and several Iranian MPs will join the 
group. Organizers state the caravan will continue on to Turkey and 
Syria en route to a Syrian or Turkish port, where goods and 
activists would board ships and sail to Rafah, Egypt before 
traveling to Gaza by land. Depending on timing; the caravan rnay 
seek to enter Jordan and/or Lebanon, or meet up with additional 
caravan elements originating from those countries. The group?s aim 
is to arrive in Gaza on December 27, the second anniversary of 
2008-2009 Israeli incursion into Gaza "Operation Cast Lead." 
Information from the organization can be found on its website at 
asiatogaza.org. Posts are also requested to seek more information 
on the "Asia to Gaza Solidarity Caravan." 
4. {U) According to press reports and Asian People?s Solidarity 
for Palestine press releases, organizers expect 100-500 activists 
from 17 Arab and Asian nations to participate. Organizers, 
including the Turkish Humanitarian Relief Foundation (JHH), 
announced plans for the caravan in early October in India, Iran, 
Indonesia, Lebanon, and Turkey. 
5. {C/REL Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria) Arnrnan, Beirut, and Damascus 
are requested to deliver the following points to appropriate host 
government officials. Please slug reply to NENIPA Jack Dautrich. 

Begin talking points: 
-After getting underway in India in early December, the "Asia to 
Gaza Solidarity Caravan," organized by the ad-hoc coalition "Asian 
People?s Solidarity for Palestine," traveled through Pakistan and 
is currently in Syria. 
- Early statements by organizers indicated that the "Asia to Gaza 
Solidarity Caravan" intended to break through lsrael?s naval 
blockade to deliver assistance to Gaza by sea. 
-Although recent public statements suggest the group will instead 
seek to sail from Turkey or Syria to Al-Arish, Egypt and then 
travel to Gaza by land, we remain concerned that the group could 
follow its earlier 
plan and attempt to enter Gaza by sea. 
- We would be interested in hearing what your government knows 
about this group and its planned "Asia to Gaza Solidarity Caravan." 
- The United States believes strongly that aid flotillas that aim 
to deliver goods directly to Gaza by sea are irresponsible and 
intentionally provocative. 
--We urge you to take whatever steps you can to prevent this 
convoy from taking this approach; we must do all we can to avoid 
another incident like the tragic events of May 31 aboard the MN 
Mavi Marmara. 
- We are committed to meeting the humanitarian and development 
needs of those in Gaza, including rebuilding the private sector 
that will be the engine of Gaza?s recovery. 
-- Legitimate mechanisms exist for the transfer of humanitarian 
assistance to Gaza by states and groups that want to do so. 
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- All those wishing to deliver goods should do so through 
established channels so cargo can be inspected and transferred via 
land crossings into Gaza. 
--We hope that you will engage the convoy organizers to underscore 
the need to focus on how best to assist the people of Gaza and to 
avoid provocative confrontations. 
6. (U) Minimize considered. 
CLINTON 
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Attachments: 

Categories: 

Jack Dautrich 
Political Officer 
NEA/IPA 
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[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(8),81,85,1.4(0),86) 

Dautrich, Jack T 
Monday, April 18, 2011 12:00 PM 
Sindle, James M; Evans, Heidi B 
Zurcher, Kenneth M 
RE: FW: INITIAL ISRAELI RESPONSE ON ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA DEMARCHE 
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Jack and Heidi, 

Thanks, 
Jim 
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Pass Line: 

Subject: 

AMEMBASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
AM EMBASSY ROME PASS TO AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 
AM EMBASSY VILNIUS PASS TO AM EMBASSY MINSK 
AM EMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AM EMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AM EMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 
AM EMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 

INITIAL ISRAELI RESPONSE ON ANNIVERSARY FLOTILLA DEMARCHE 

1. (C) Summary: During brief pre-Passover conversations, MFA officials made clear they remain actively involved in 
efforts to prevent the upcoming flotilla scheduled to correspond with the one-year anniversary of the Mavi 
Marmara's interdiction 1.4(8) 

1.4(0) 
81 

2. (C) On April 18, MF !welcomed reftel points, and thanked Washington for 
'-.,,.-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

this "important effort." I 

\ 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. (SBU) We will follow up withC}n April 26 once the Passover holidays conclude. 

Signature: CUNNINGHAM 
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Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

Reisser, Wesley J !RELEASED IN PART BSI 

Thursday, May 27, 2010 5:08 PM 
Amodeo, Salvatore A (lstanbut); Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Sindle, James 
M; Struwe, Rebecca L; Richter, Kim B; Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Mendel, 
Teresa S; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, David R; Baron, Desiree A; Adams, Julie D; 
Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Zeroubavely, Sandra S; Schlereth, Frank G; Burgess, 
Richard J; Chere, John E; Waters, John R; Rogan, Thomas G; Towry, Debra J; Hanania, Vera 
V; Weinfeld, Nili I; Lewis, Glenn K; Beran, Sarah; Greengrass, Sara D; Kaplan, Dean M; 
Walker, Carolee B; Finver, Frank J; Greene, David J; Manring, Nicholas J; Tyson, Paul H; 
Maggi, Robert W; Frederick, Jeffrey D; Falls, Eric G; Reed, Julia G; Davison, Kees C; Ogle, 
Karen L; Keen, Daniel G; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; Parra, Yolanda A; Dilworth, Alison E; 
Osman, Amany A; Nelos, Eleftherios E; Taylor, Victoria J; Riley, Robert J; Dayton, Win 
(Istanbul); Marsh, Denise M (Baghdad); Baily, Jess L; Tomlinson, Christina; Abeyta, Susan K 
(Istanbul); Gisvold, Lisa C (Istanbul); Parker, Andrew C; Silliman, Douglas A; Rosenstock, 
Matthew S; Goodman, llan A; Danover, Jennifer J; Marwaha, Brianne C; Finnegan, Joseph P; 
Giauque, Jeffrey G (Belgrade); Frelich, Karlene H 
Free Gaza Update & Spreadsheet 
Free Gaza May 201 O.xlsx 

All - Many thanks for your help so far, as we have been able to gather a lot of information for our Tel Aviv and Cairo 
colleagues use as the flotilla moves towards Gaza. Boats may arrive in waters off Gaza sometime between Friday and 
Sunday (with the MV Rachel Corrie en route from Ireland perhaps as late as Monday). We have gained confirmation 
from Cypriot authorities that the boats will not be allowed to dock there, so they will gather somewhere south of Cyprus 
and begin the final leg soon. I have put together a spreadsheet of the vessels as best as we know them. All information 
with a question mark has not been fully confirmed. We do not know l'!hich vessel many of the Amcits are on at this 
point, nor have we confirmed that some Amcits (such as are on a boat at all. As of this B6 
time, the Israeli fljavy has publically announced that they intend to board all the ships, haul them into port and deport 
the passengers. They have reported that approved items will then be transferred to Gaza overland. 

The spreadsheet linked here should be both viewable and editable by everyone on this email. Please make use of it to 
update information for our Embassies on the receiving end of this as you gain more information! (I have attached a hard 
copy for those of you unable to access, but this should work for all on Open Net.) 

http://nea.p.state.sbu/sites/ipa/Shared%20Documents/Free%20Gaza%20May%2020 I O.xlsx 

Furthermore, as we move into a holiday weekend, I want"to make sure that all the appropriate contacts are known, as I 
understand many key players (myself included) do not have blackberries and may need to be reached via State Ops: 

CA/OCS - Kim Richter (Israel & Egypt), Teresa Mendel (Greece, Cyprus, Turkey), Bree Marwaha (OCS Duty Officer) 
NEA/IPA -Wes Reisser, in Washington on standby are also Jeff Giauque and Karlene Frelich 
NEA/Duty-Jennifer Danover 
Ops/CMS-Joe Finnegan 
Emb Tel Aviv Consular-Andy Parker 
Emb Tel Aviv DATI -j I 

Emb Cairo Consular (if the boats go south to Egypt)- Yolanda Parra 

Wes 

Wesley J. Reisser, Ph.D. 
Desk Officer - NEA/IPA 
Office of Israel & Palestinian Affairs 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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Name of Ship Point of Departure Country/Flag Known Amcits on Board 
Dublin reports no Amcits on 

MV Rachel Corrie Ireland Cambodia/Cambodia board 

Challenger 1 Crete Greece?/USA? I 86 

Challenger 2 Crete Greece? /USA? I 

Mavi Marmara Istanbul Turkey/Turkey I 

Gazze Antalya Turkey/Turkey 

Defne Antalya Turkey/Turkey 

Ed Peck?) 

Boat8000 Athens? unknown 

Ed Peck?.I 

Eleftri Mesogeios Athens? unknown 

(Listed Below are possible ones provided by Greece but are not on the Israeli list of ships) 
' Ed Peck? I 

(unreadable} Ocean? Athens Marshall ls. 

Ed Peck? I 

Novorosyssk Star? Athens Malta 

Ed Peck?l 

Kykladdes? Athens Panama 

Ed Peck?,J 

Kallavan? Athens Marshall ls. 
~ 

r-r1peck!'1 

Ocean Star? Athens Malta 

Ed Peck?, 

Shenandoah 

Highway? Athens Panama 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

fyi: 

Morrison, Andrew L 
Saturday, July 10, 2010 9:37 PM 
Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; NEA-Statf-Assistants-DL; Levin, 
Jan; Sievers, Marc J; Waters, John R; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; Bass, Warren; 
Naranjo, Brian R; Anderson, Gerald C; Noble, David A.; Goodman, llan A; Scarlatelli, Adam 
W; Kalmbach, Heather E; Katz, Jonathan D; Nossel, Suzanne F; Ostermeier, Amy A; NEA­
ELA-DL; Struwe, Rebecca L; Kosa, Lauren S 
Ried, Curtis R (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Grant, William K (USUN); Baily, Jess L; 
Nardi, Margaret H; Riley, Richard H 
AP: Libyan Aid Ship Plans Run to Gaza 
image001.jpg; image002.jpg 

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Published: July 11, 2010 

ATHENS (AP)- A ship commissioned by a Libyan charity has left Greece with food and medical supplies for Gaza, but it 
remains unclear whether it will challenge the Israeli blockade of sea routes to the territory .. Greek authorities said the ship 
was headed to the Egyptian port of Al Arish, and not for Gaza, as originally planned. But Youssef Sawani, executive 
director of the Gaddafi International Charity and Development Foundation, which has mounted the aid operation, said that 
the goal remained to unload the supplies in Gaza. Still, Mr. Sawani said that the ship, the Amalthea, would not seek 
confrontation with the Israelis and that it would seek another "appropriate" destination if the Israelis refused to give it 
access to Gaza. The Amatthea's trip, which is expected to last several days, comes more than a month after Israeli 
commandos killed nine Turks in a raid on a fiotilla trying to break the Gaza blockade. 

From; Morrison, Andrew L 
To: Morrison, Andrew L; Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; NEA-Statf-Assistants-DL; Levin, Jan; 
Sievers, Marc J; Waters, John R; 'Kumar, Prem G.' <Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Bass, Warren; Naranjo, Brian R; 
Anderson, Gerald C; Noble, David A.; Goodman, !Ian A; Scarlatelli, Adam W; Kalmbach, Heather E; Katz, Jonathan D; 
Nossel, Suzanne F; Ostermeier, Amy A; NEA-ELA-DL; Struwe, Rebecca L; Kosa, Lauren S 
Cc; Ried, Curtis R (USUN); Germain, Ellen J {USUN}; Grant, William K (USUN); Baily, Jess L; Nardi, Margaret H; Riiey, 
Richard H 
Sent; Fri Jul 09 20:48:01 2010 
Subject; RE; New ship to Gaza? - Israeli letter to Security Council 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

From: Morrison, Andrew L 
Sent: Friday, July 09, 2010 8:42 PM 
To: Masilko, Barbara J (USUN}; NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; Levin, Jan; Sievers, Marc J; 
Waters, John R; 'Kumar, Prem G.'; Bass, Warren; Naranjo, Brian R; Anderson, Gerald C; Noble, David A.; Goodman, !Ian 
A; Scarlatelll, Adam W; Kalmbach, Heather E; Katz, Jonathan D; Nossel, Suzanne F; Ostermeier, Amy A 
Cc: Ried, Curtis R (USUN}; Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Grant, William K (USUN); Bally, Jess L; Nardi, Margaret H 
Subject: RE: New ship to Gaza? - Israeli letter to Security Council 

Looping in the Greece and Libya Desks, 10/HR. and 10/FO Suzanne Nossel and Jon Katz. 
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SBU 
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From: Masilko, Barbara J (USUN) 
Sent: Friday, July 09, 2010 8:35 PM 
To: Morrison, Andrew L; NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; Levin, Jan; Sievers, Marc J; Waters, John 
R; 'Kumar, Prem G.'; Bass, Warren; Naranjo, Brian R; Anderson, Gerald C; Noble, David A. 
Cc: Ried, Curtis R (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Grant, William K (USUN) 
Subject: RE: New ship to Gaza? - Israeli letter to Security Council 

No, the letter was not circulated until late (5:30 p.m.) so nothing yet. Has there been any DC action/reaction? 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Morrison, Andrew L 
Sent: Friday, July 09, 2010 8:17 PM 
To: Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; Levin, Jan; Sievers, Marc J; 
Waters, John R; 'Kumar, Prem G.'; Bass, Warren; Naranjo, Brian R; Anderson, Gerald C; Noble, David A. 
Cc: Ried, Curtis R (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Grant, William K (USUN) 
Subject: RE: New ship to Gaza? - Israeli letter to Security Council 

Thanks. Just saw the JPost report. Has there been any reaction to the letter? 

Photo by: Associated Press n ' -1 :-r ·~~ 
Israel asks UN to halt Libyan ship 
By JPOST.COM STAFF ANO REBECCA ANNA STOIL 
07110/2010 01:07 

Israel on Friday has requested the UN step up efforts in preventing the 
Gaza-bound Libyan ship from setting sail from Greece Friday. 

In an in an official letter to UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon, Israeli Ambassador to the UN Gabriela Shalev 
requested the international community use its power to halt the humanitarian aid ship, funded by an 
organization headed by the son of Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi. 

"Israel calls upon the international community to exert its influence on the government of Libya to demonstrate 
responsibility and prevent the ship from departing to the Gaza Strip," the envoy requested. 

"Israel reserves the right under international law to prevent this ship frorn violating the existing naval blockade 
on the Gaza Strip," Shalev told Ban Ki Moon. 

The Moldova-flagged cargo ship Amalthea will leave no later than Saturday from the port of lavrio, south of 
Athens, canrying 2,000 tons of food and medical supplies, officials from the organization told The Associated 
Press. There will be 27 people on board. 
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"The declared intentions of this mission are even more questionable and provocative given the recent 
measures taken by Israel to ensure the increase of humanitarian aid flowing into the Gaza Strip," Shalev stated 
in the letter. 

Amalthea's journey to Gaza is expected to take up to 80 hours. Aid on the Amalthea included sacks of rice and 
sugar, and corn oil and olive paste mostly donated from Greek companies and charities, organizers said. The 
ship will also carry pro-Palestinian activists who are interested in breaking the blockade of Gaza. 

The Israeli ambassador asked the UN and international community "to discourage their nationals from taking 
part in such action" and "expects the international community to ensure that this ship does not sail." 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Masilko, Barbara J (USUN) 
Sent: Friday, July 09, 2010 8:12 PM 
To: NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; Levin, Jan; Sievers, Marc J; Waters, John R; Morrison, Andrew 
L; 'Kumar, Prem G.'; Bass, Warren; Naranjo, Brian R 
Cc: Ried, Curtis R (USUN); Germain, Ellen J (USUN); Grant, William K (USUN) 
Subject: New ship to Gaza? - Israeli letter to Security Council 

Attached is the letter from the Israeli Mission to the Security Council, circulated late this afternoon, expressing concern 
that a Moldovan ship plans to depart tomorrow from Greece for Gaza. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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[RELEASED IN PART 85,BSI 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Sutphin, Paul R 
Friday, July 01, 2011 2:22 PM 
NEA-IPA-DL 

Subject: FW: Additional Flotilla Update - July 1 Open Source 

Thanks. 

Paul Sutphin 
Director 

Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs 

Room 6251, Department of State 

(T) 202-647-3672 (F) 202-736-4461 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Eussen, Matthew 
Sent: Friday, July 01, 20111:48 PM 
To: Spera, Vincent D 
Cc: Patterson, Coney D; Silverman, Robert J; NEA-IPA-DL 
Subject: Re: Additional Flotilla Update - July 1 Open Source 

From: Spera, Vincent D 
To: Eussen, Matthew 
Cc: Patterson, Coney D 
Sent: Fri Jul 01 20:41:22 2011 
Subject: RE: Additional Flotilla Update - July 1 Open Source 

Vinny 

From: Eussen, Matthew 
Sent: Friday, July 01, 20111:12 PM 
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To: Dautrich, Jack T; Jakobson, Nicholas W; NEA-IPA-DL; EUR-SE-DL; NEA-Egypt; PM-CPMS; SES-0; Vasquez, Edgar J; 
Levin, Jan; Silverman, Robert J; Walles, Jacob; Sutphin, Paul R; Richter, Kim B; Worman, Patrick F; Zurcher, Kenneth M; 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); Marchese, Gregory M; Blome, Donald A· Waters, John R; Pilz, 
Amanda C; Miller, Walter R; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; 'melissa.h.russell~ dJacobson, Michael N; Bilge, 
Kerem S; CA-OCS-Duty; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Rodriguez, Hugo F; Lopatkiewicz, v1Ktona;reene, Elisa; George, Leah 
Subject: Re: Additional Flotilla Update - July 1 Open Source 

nd Tweets from participants confirm US Audacity of Hope returning lo port. 
~~~~~~~~~ 

From: Eussen, Matthew 
To: Dautrich, Jack T; Jakobson, Nicholas W; NEA-IPA-DL; EUR-SE-DL; NEA-Egypt; PM-CPMS; SES-0; Vasquez, Edgar J; 
Levin, Jan; Silverman, Robert J; Walles, Jacob; Sutphin, Paul R; Richter, Kim B; Worman, Patrick F; Zurcher, Kenneth M; 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); Marchese, Gregory M; Blome, Donald A; Waters, John R; Pilz, 
Amanda C; Miller, Walter R; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' <Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; 
'melissa.h.russel <melissa.h.russell«j I; Jacobson, Michael N; Bilge, Kerem S; CA-OCS-Duty; 
Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Rodriguez, Hugo F; LopatR1ew1cz, v1Ktoria; Greene, Elisa; George, Leah 
Sent: Fri Jul 0119:59:24 2011 
Subject: Re: Additional Flotilla Update - July 1 Open Source 

US to Gaza organizers post a prepared set of responses to boarding on website. It. Includes protests at Israeli missions in 
the U.S. 

http://ustogaza.org/emergency-support-actions/ 

From: Eussen, Matthew 
To: Dautrich, Jack T; Jakobson, Nicholas W; NEA-IPA-DL; EUR-SE-DL; NEA-Egypt; PM-CPMS; SES-0; Vasquez, Edgar J; 
Levin, Jan; SUverman, Robert J; Walles, Jacob; Sutphin, Paul R; Richter, Kim B; Worman, Patrick F; Zurcher, Kenneth M; 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Masilko, Barbara J {USUN); Marchese, Gregory M; Blome, Donald A; Waters, John R; Pilz, 
Amanda C; Miller Walter R; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' <Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; 
'melissa.h.russell~ fmelissa.h.russell~ r; Jacobson, Michael N; Bilge, Kerem S; CA-OCS-Duty; 
Bernier-Toth, Mic elle; Rodnguez, Hugo F; Lopa 1ew1cz, v1Ktoria; Greene, Elisa; George, Leah 
Sent: Fri Jul 0119:54:01 2011 
Subject: Re: Additional Flotilla Update - July 1 Open Source 

Israeli press report: http://www.jpost.com/lsrael/Article.aspx?id=227498 

Twitter teed from narticioj"t says passengers on US Audacity of Hope preparing to resist Hellenic CG boardingD 
I _requesting US contact captain to urge he comply with CG's orders. 

From: Eussen, Matthew 
To: Dautrich, Jack T; Jakobson, Nicholas W; NEA-IPA-DL; EUR-SE-DL; NEA-Egypt; PM-CPMS; SES-0; Vasquez, Edgar J; 
Levin, Jan; Silverman, Robert J; Walles, Jacob; Sutphin, Paul R; Richter, Kim B; Worman, Patrick F; Zurcher, Kenneth M; 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); Marchese, Gregory M; Blome, Donald A; Waters, John R; Pilz, 
Amanda C; Miller, Walter R; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' <Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; 
'melissa.h.russelll ~melissa.h.russelll ~ Jacobson, Michael N; Bilge, Kerem S; CA-OCS-Duty; 
Bernier-Toth, Michelle; ROdrlguez, Hugo F; Lopatkiewicz, Viktorla; Greene, Elisa; George, Leah; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Sent: Fri Jul 0119:25:55 2011 
Subject: Re: Additional Flotilla Update - July 1 Open Source 

I ~onfirmed to us that Greek authorities worked in coord with 
c..,-ls_ra_e~l~to~pr_e_v_e-nt~d~e_p_a_rtu~re~o~ff~lo~t~ill-a-s'h'ip_s __ ~~~~~~ 

From: Doutrlch, Jack T 
To: Jakobson, Nicholas W; NEA-JPA-DL; EUR·SE-DL; NEA-Egypt; PM-CPMS; SES-0; Vasquez, Edgar J; Levin, Jan; 
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Silverman, Robert J; Walles, Jacob; Sutphin, Paul R; Richter, Kim B; Worman, Patrick F; Zurcher, Kenneth M; Goldberger, 
Thomas H; Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); Marchese, Gregory M; Blome, Donald A; Waters, John R; Pilz, Amanda C; Miller, 
Walter R; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov' <Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Eussen, Matthew; 'Melissa Russell' 
<melissa.h.russel Jacobson, Michael N; Bilge, Kerem S; CA-OCS-Duty; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Rodriguez, 
Hugo F; Lopatkiewicz, Viktorla; Greene, Elisa; George, Leah; Daniels, Cherrie S; Slakey, Monica M; Rudman, Mara; Reed, 
Julia G; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Bitar, Maher B; Norman, Marc E; Nardi, Margaret H; Smith, Daniel B (Athens); Miller, 
Thomas S (Athens); Lawton, Daniel J (Athens); Cockrell, John D (Athens); McKeever, Matthew X (Athens); Brandeis, 
Katherine L (Athens); Bass, Warren; Ried, Curtis R (USUN); Berns, David B 
Sent: Fri Jul 0118:40:19 2011 
Subject: RE: Additional Flotilla Update - July 1 Open Source 

Further lo the report AP report below, Embassy Athens POL is reporting that "The Audacity of Hope" is 
returning to the Port of Athens at the instruction of Greek authorities. 

JD. 

SBU 

FYI, I just spoke with Ops concerning the Audacity of Hope, the U.S. Gaza flotilla ship at 
Piraeus. News reports indicated it left port /ale this afternoon, and Ops called for a status 
update. I spoke with Joe Hicks, who tracked down some info, which I conveyed via 
telephone to Ops. 

1The shiQ. did leave_Q.ort, without the permission of the Hellenic Coast Guard, which had 
forbidden the ship to depart due to questions of seaworthiness. The Greek authorities had 
instructed the vessel not to /eave port. 

W present, the Coast Guard has instructed the vessel to return to port, and "it is being returned 
~o port," according to the info Joe had. It was NOT boarded qy_Hellenic; _!:oa~ Gu91c;L_GJ~el:;_s, 
bstimate 25 PAX, including media,_911 boardJ 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Dautrich, Jack T 
Sent: Friday, July 01, 201111:00 AM 
To: Doutrtch, Jack T; Jakobson, Nicholas W; NEA-IPA-DL; EUR-SE-DL; NEA-Egypt; PM-CPMS; SES-0; Vasquez, Edgar J; 
Grubb, Jason B; Levin, Jan; Silverman, Robert J; Walles, Jacob; Sutphin, Paul R; Richter, Kim B; Worman, Patrick F; 
Zurcher, Kenneth M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); Marchese, Gregory M; Blome, Donald A; Waters, 
John R; Pilz, Amanda C; Miller, Walter R; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; 'Melissa Russell'; Jacobson, Michael N; Bilge, 
Kerem S; CA-OCS-Duty; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Rodriguez, Hugo F; Lopatkiewicz, Viktorla; Greene, Elisa; George, Leah; 
Daniels, Cherrie S; Slakey, Monica M; Rudman, Mara; Reed, Julia G; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Bitar, Maher B; Norman, 
Marc E; Nardi, Margaret H; Smith, Daniel B (Athens); Miller, Thomas S (Athens); Lawton, Daniel J (Athens); Cockrell, 
John D (Athens); McKeever, Matthew X (Athens); Brandeis, Katherine L (Athens); Bass, Warren; Ried, Curtis R (USUN) 
Subject: RE: Additional Flotilla Update - July 1 Open Source 

Additional Media reports for July I, 2011: 

CNN Turk and NTV reporting that Greece is not letting Greek ships in the flotilla depart- on the scroll. 

Permission was not given to depart the port in Athens. 
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Gaza flotilla boat departs from Greek port (AP) 

ATHENS (AP) - Witnesses say a boat carrying several dozen Americans who seek to break Israel's sea blockade of the 
Gaza Strip has set sail from a Greek port. 

The boat dubbed "The Audacity of Hope" is part of a flotilla of nine vessels and several hundred activists who say they 
want to deliver aid to the Palestinian territory. The boat left the port of Pera ma on Friday afternoon. American activists 
have alleged that the administrative delays in their plans were caused by Israeli pressure on Greece. Israel has said it 
will thwart any effort to breach the sea blockade of Gaza. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Dautrich, Jack T 
sent: Friday, July 01, 201110:09 AM 
To: Jakobson, Nicholas W; NEA-IPA-DL; EUR-SE-DL; NEA-Egypt; PM-CPMS; SES-0; Vasquez, Edgar J; Grubb, Jason B; 
Levin, Jan; Silverman, Robert J; Walles, Jacob; Sutphin, Paul R; Richter, Kim B; Worman, Patrick F; Zurcher, Kenneth M; 
Goldberger, Thomas H; Masilko, Barbara J (USUN); Marchese, Gregory M; Blome, Donald A; Waters, John R; Pilz, 
Amanda C; Miller, Walter R; 'Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; 'Melissa Russell'; Jacobson, Michael N; Bilge, Kerem S; CA­
OCS-Duty; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Rodriguez, Hugo F; Lopatkiewicz, Viktoria; Greene, Elisa; George, Leah; Daniels, 
Cherrie S; Slakey, Monica M; Rudman, Mara; Reed, Julia G; Khoury-Kincannon, Sahar; Bitar, Maher B; Norman, Marc E; 
Nardi, Margaret H; Smith, Daniel B (Athens); Miller, Thomas S (Athens); Lawton, Daniel J (Athens); Cockrell, John D 
(Athens); McKeever, Matthew X (Athens); Brandeis, Katherine L (Athens); Bass, Warren; Ried, Curtis R (USUN) 
Subject: Flotilla Update ·July 1 Open Source 

Another Mysterious Malfunction 
Yisrae/ Hayom July 1, 2011 (p.2) by Shlomo Cezana et al -- [ ... ) [O]n Thursday Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu 
addressed the issue of the expected flotilla to Gaza and said that "sometimes, we not only need to deflect our enemies' 
physical attacks, but also deflect the attack on our right to protect ourselves." At the end ofthe IAF flight school 
graduation ceremony in Hatzerim, Netanyahu thanked the many world leaders who spoke out and acted against in 
recent days "against the provocation flotilla," first and foremost the American and European leaders, and the secretary 
general of the United Nations. The prime minister also commended his Greek counterpart George Papandreou, who is 
closely cooperating with Israel in coordinating the moves related to the flotilla. "Israel has the full right to act against the 
attempts to legitimize the smuggling of missiles, rockets and other weaponry for Hamas's terror enclave," Netanyahu 
said, in what could be understood as a hint to the damage some oftheflotilla's vessels experienced. 

Defense Minister Ehud Barak predicted on Thursday that the current flotilla would be calmer than the previous one, 
but stressed that Israel was bracing for any possible scenario. "The Marmara is absent and the IHH is absent, but nobody 
can predict that there won't be a small group, or that one of the ships will try to resist forcefully, or a more extreme case r-----
of somebody who brought weapons and will try to use them," Barak said. He added that the IDF's working premise was 
that they were liable to face extremely violent resistance, and even use of arms~ ------- . ----~ 
.___, ---------- --------

Barak threatened that a ship from which shots would be f!r:_~d_'!!..!!:>f_s_Ql_d~rs would be defined_!l.s __ ,a_"terror ship."1 The 
implication would be a different attitude of the soldiers, in other words, the exercise of different procedures and other 
modes of action. "In such a case, things are simpler and more clear-cut. The soldiers will have an easier time dealing 
with it, since if they are fired at, this is no longer a ship of activists to them," security sources said on Thursday. 

Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman said on Thursday that there is a wall-to-wall coalition in the world against the 
flotilla, but "there are marginal groups, anarchists and extreme Islamic groups, that will try to harm Israel by the flotilla. 
There are not coming to help the residents of Gaza, but to confront the State of Israel and create a provocation against 
it. As a sovereign state we can't allow anyone to harm our sovereignty. No self-respecting state would let that happen." 
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Information Minister Yuli Edelstein said on Thursday that the fact the flotilla was joined by Amin Abu Rashid, who is in 
charge of raising money for Hamas's terror activities, "is clear~cut evidence that this is not a humanitarian flotilla, but a 
covert flotilla for provocation and terror activity." 

Edelstein added that in the previous flotilla, Rashid spoke of his intention to confront IOF soldiers, which should be 
taken into account as his intention for the current flotilla as well. 

The US State Department on Thursday addressed the claims of deliberate sabotage to the ships, and the deputy 
spokesman said that while not justifying sabotage in any way, the flotilla itself is a bad idea that endangers the 
passengers. 

Opposition Chairwoman Tzippi Livni met on Thursday with UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in New York, and called 
to continue the delegitimization of Ha mas. "Whoever wants to help citizens doesn't do so by severe and unnecessary 
provocations like the planned flotilla. The international community should convey a clear message to this flotilla and 
those that will come, that such provocations are unacceptable and should be prevented and stopped," Livni said. 

The Activists are Splitting 
Yedioth Ahronoth July 1, 2011 (p. 5) by vossi Yehoshua, Menahem Ganz and ltamar Eichner -- lntel~gence-information 
~--------~- - --~----------'"" -· ., 
\hat has reached Israel indicates that a clash is developing between two groups of activists on the planned flotilla. The 
'argument is over the departure date for Gaza and on willingness to promise not to employ violence in an encounter witti 
thelDFJ·-·- -- --------- .. ------- ---·----------- --·-·--·---- --- -------~ 

Peace activists groups say that they worked on organizing the flotilla for a year and that they should wait until all the 
malfunctions are corrected. In contrast, the extremist group of Arabs, from different countries, is demanding to leave 
now with the ships that are operational (this is eight out of ten ships). Another argument is over the non-consent of the 
Arabs to sign forms obligating them not to use weapons and their extremist statements about their wanting to hurt IDF 
soldiers. [ ... ] 

... Yediot reported that Israel has obtained intelligence about Arab extremists who will not commit themselves to 
renounce violence and who wish for the flotilla to depart now. Yediot quoted a Dutch journalist who was supposed to 
join the flotilla as saying that he and other journalists and crew were leaving it because they had Jost faith in the 
operation's organizers. 

ISRAEL RADIO NEWS 7:00 AM Hebrew Report-July 1, ,.,20,...1_1,----,--,...,--------c------~---
• Flot/Ila: The flotilla to Gaza might be further delayed. Flotilla initiator Greta Berlin estimated it would set saifTilfiVE1 
days after the damage to the vessels is repaired. Flotilla organizers claim that Israel sabotaged the ships. 

ISRAEL RADIO July 1, 2011 

GRETA BERLIN, FOUNDER OF THE FREE GAZ.A MOVEMENT AND ONE OF THE PROMINENT ORGANISORS OF 
THE FLOTILLA TOLD IL RADIO OVERNIGHT THAT SHE IS ON BOARD THE VESSEL "AUDACITY OF HOPE" 
ANCHORED JN PIRAEUS, "WAlTING FOR THE FINAL PAPERWORK TO RELEASE OUR BOAT." 

BERLIN TOLD IL RADIO: 

"PEOPLE KEEP ASSURING US WE HAVE ONE MORE THING TO FILL OUT -ONE MORE THING TO DO. THE 
GREEK BUREAUCRACY JS DOING ITS BEST TO PREVENT US FROM GOING BUT WE'RE PRETTY DETERMINED. 
WE'VE SAID WE'RE GOING TO GO IN THE NEXT FEW DAYSi.~T'fHTNK rHA.nSDR15RoP-=oEAD DEADLINEfs 
GOING-TO-BEJULY_5TH) I REALISE THAT THAT JS 2 WEEKSLATERTHAN WE SAID WE WERE-GOING TO GO, 
BUT I'VE DONE A LOT OF THESE AND WE ARE NEVER ON TIME." 

"SOMETIMES WE FEEL THAT WE ARE THE BESIEGED PEOPLE AS WELL AS THE PALESTINIANS OF GAZA. 
ISRAEL IS DOING ITS VERY VERY BEST TO MAKE SURE WE DON'T GET OUT OF PORT BECAUSE ONCE WE 
GET OUT OF PORT -AND WE WILL-THEY ARE NOW FACED WITH WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO DOWITH US. 
SO THEY WOULD RATHER SABOTAGE OUR BOATS, TIE US UP IN PAPERWORK AND PREVENT US FROM 
GOING. IT'S DIFFICULT FOR THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT TO UNDERSTAND THAT THAT IS NOT GOING TO 
CHANGE OUR DETERMINATION." 
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Jerusalem Political-Security Update-July 1, 2011 
PM Netanyahu said Thursday [June 301 Israel is fully entitled to try to stop an upcoming flotilla bound 
for the Gaza Strip in an attempt to break Israel's naval blockade on the Strip. The Prime Minister said 
Israel has the full right to operate against efforts to smuggle missiles, rockets and other weapons to Hamas' 
terror enclave. PM Netanyahu expressed his gratitude to many world leaders who expressed themselves and 
acted against this provocation flotilla, including the US, Europe, the UN secretary general and Greek Prime 
Minister. Hamas is a ruthless enemy who maliciously harms the Israeli cities and children and holds Gilad 
Shalit captive against all humane standards, PM Netanyahu added at a graduating ceremony for Israel Air 
Force pilots. 

YNET.July 1, 2011 

Gazans unimpressed by flotilla (abridged) 

Israeli claims over futility of flotilla receive reinforcement from surprising direction - Gazan businessmen who say it isn't 
imports that are problem, it's exports. 'Gaza doesn't need any more humanitarian aid,' says Gisha movement director 

Israel has been claiming for quite some time that the desire to break through the blockade on the Gaza Strip is devoid of 
any basis since it is possible to transfer essential goods to Gaza through the monitored crossings. This claim received 
unexpected reinforcement on Thursday from none other than the Gazans themselves. 

In a conversation with Ynet Palestinian businessmen expressed veiled criticism saying that the flotltta organizers 
were missing their target since the main problem wasn't getting goods into Gaza- but exporting them outside of 
the strip. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Levin, Jan 
. Wednesday, June 02, 2010 5:35 AM 

Gaza Flotllla Monitoring Group 
FW: DEPORTATIONS UPDATE -- IL RADIO 

FYI. Embassy Tel Aviv will try to confirm this afternoon. 

RELEASED IN PART 
BS 

Israel will act to immediately eKpel all the detainees accordin~ to the procedures set by law 

Israel will act to immediately expel all the detainees according to the procedures set by law01/0612010Following the 
discussion of the security and diplomatic cabinet today, the Prime Minister consulted with the Defense Minister, 
Justice Minister, and Interior Minister on the question of expelling the detainees from the flotilla to Gaza. 

It was agreed that the detainees would be expelled immediately - according to the procedures set by law. The 
Interior Minister announced that the expulsion will begin this evening, and the assessment is that it can be 
completed in approximately 48 hours. 

Subject: DEPORTATIONS UPDATE -- IL RADIO 

IL RADIO REPORTS THAT TO DATE 325 PERSONS DETAINED FROM THE GAZA FLOTILLA HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED TO 
BEN GU RION AIRPORT FOR DEPORTATION TO TURKEY. APPROXIMATELY 180 REMAIN IN JAIL AND WILL BE 
TRANSFERRED TO THE AIRPORT IN THE COMING HOURS. IL RADIO'S REPORTER ADI ME'IRI SAYS IL INTENDS TO DEPORT 
ALL THE FOREIGN NATIONALS DETAINED IN CONNENCTION WITH THE GAZA FLOTILLA BY THE END OF THE DAY. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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J; Cizek, Michael; Schellhammer, Michael W 
Subject: DEPARTURE OF THE JUUA: Cyprus Marine Police Say It's Left Lebanon for Cyprus 

The Cyprus Marine Police have just informed us that the JULIA has departed Lebanon and declared Cyprus as its next 
destination. They did not have further info on passengers/crew or follow-on destination. The JULIA did not indicate 
which port in Cyprus it intended to use. The Cyprus Marine Police are watching for it closely and will let us know if they 
learn more. 

Can Embassy Beirut confirm that it has indeed departed Lebanon? 

Thanks, 
Jonathan 

from: Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut) 
Sent: Sunday, June 20, 2010 8:58 AM 
To: 'Shapiro, Daniel B.'; 'Hajjar, Hagar H.'; Sievers, Marc J; Cunningham, James B; Lawson, Christine M; Catalano, Elisa; 
Connelly, Maura; Shampaine, Nicole D; Riley, Richard H; Evans, Jennifer R; Urbancic, Frank C; Cohen, Jonathan R; 
Walles, Jacob; Schlicher, Ronald L; Feltman, Jeffrey D; Holmstrom, Todd C 
Cc: Sison, Michele J; Cornforth, Jeremy A; Bauer, Paul (Beirut); Lantz, James V; SES-0; 'Kumar, Prem G.'; Jackson, Mollie 
J 
Subject: MORE INFO ON GOL BLOCKING DEPARTURE OF THE JULIA 86 

There are a couple of follow-up pieces of information this morning on the blocking of the JULIA: 

c_ _______ contacted our DAlT again last night with some background. Dreported that the JULIA had 
been stuck in some kind of legal limbo that had left it floating in Tripoli harbor for an extended period of time. After 
Hassan Nasrallah's June 4 s eech calling for more ships to challenge the blockade on Gaza, someone~peculates it 
may have been paid the money needed to deliver 
the ship out of its legal limbo. Since then, the ship has remained outside the port of Tripoli, a few hundred meters off 
the breakwater. It asked for authorization from the Tripoli port authority to enter the port and go pierside to be loaded 
with equipment for Gaza. To do so, it must pay an additional $80,000 in fees, which says the promoters of the 
venture don't appear to have been able to get their hands on yet. D who was not directly involved in last night's GOL 
action, reported that the key decision yesterday evening was the blocking of the ship's entry into Tripoli port (this tracks 
with what old the AMB). 

a reported further than he talked to'----------------~---------_J 
said that he was dealing with the aff<llLip coordination with the prime minister, defense minister and LAF 

commander Gen Krwar I ltold LJthat so far the matter was not a military issue, but a political one (which 
Cligreed with). concluded that as of last night the JULIA was outside the port, had to pay $80,000 to bl granted I 

authorization to enter, was causing embarrassment to everyone, and that "everyone is praying that the ship or 
shall neither have the money nor the will to proceed forward with that stupid enterprise." He also noted that the ship is 
in bad condition from a technical standpoint. It hasn't been at sea for a number of years because of the pending judicial 
problem. told0that, among other things, JUUA has problems with its onboard power generators. 

-- The AMB also received a text message tronJL _____ /late last night. It said: "Until now, no sail. We are diluting 
the issue. I think that it will not sail." 

Thonms F. D;1uf;hlon 
f>cpurr CJ1icf of :.\Ji.lsio11 
U.S. l:'.rnb .. 1ssy- Bcin1t. Lehanon 
Tel: l96li 't.5 11-2600 

i 
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law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Connelly, Maura 
Friday, June 04, 2010 11 :21 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 

Subject: FW: DG Statement to the Media 

[RELEASED IN PART es! 

From: Dan Arbell [mailto:dcm@washington.mfa.gov.il] 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 9:07 AM 
To: Connelly, Maura 
Subject: Fwd: DG Statement to the Media 

FYI 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Ushpiz Alon <Alon.Ushpiz@mfa.gov.il> 
Date: 4 'l1' 2010 09:07:20 GMT-04:00 
To: Arbell Dan <Dan.Arbell@mfa.gov.il> 

Cc:I ':: =---~-:-----::-----,,--------------l"Lior Weintraub" <Emb­
mng@washington.mfa.gov.il> 
Subject: FW: DG Statement to the Media 

From: Benjamin Eliav 
Sent: Fliday, June 04, 2010 4:04 PM 
To: Caspi Yigal; Palmer Yigal; Levy Yossef; Shacham Chaim; Zohar-Zonshine Daniel; Sztulman !Ian; 
David Andy 
Cc: Ushplz Alon; Cohen Gilad; Weitzman Ilan; Barak Rafael; Miller Brett Jonathan; Kursh Dana 
Subject: DG Statement to the Media 
Importance: High 

jREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 

I want to once again deliver a message that has been delivered in both public and 
private channels to the Rachel Corie ship heading toward Gaza: 

1 
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"We have no desire for a confrontation. We have no desire to board the ship. If the 
ship decides to sail the port of Ashdod, then we will ensure its safe arrival and will 
not board it. 

Israel is prepared to receive the ship and to offload its contents. 

After an inspection to ensure that no weapons and war materials are on board, we 
are prepared to deliver all of the goods to Gaza. 

Representative of the people on board and relevant NGOs are welcome to 
accompany the goods to the crossings. 

We will work with the UN and international organizations to ensure that all the 
goods are used for the benefit of the people of Gaza." 

Eliav Benjamin 

Advisor to the Director General 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Tel: +972-2-5303968 

Mobile: +972-50-6203506 

Mobile: +972-52-2877137 

Fax: +972-2-5303704 

Email: Eliav.Benjamin@mfa.gov.il 

Http:!!www.mfa.gov.i/ 

~ Before printing this email, please think about the environment 

****************************************************************************** 
****** 
This footnote confirms that this email message has been scanned by 

2 
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PineApp Mail-SeCure for the presence of malicious code, vandals & computer viruses. 
****************************************************************************** 
****** 

************************************************************************************ 
This footnote confirms that this email message has been scanned by 
PineApp Mail-SeCure for the presence of malicious code, vandals & computer viruses. 
************************************************************************************ 
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law, Rosemary C 
!RELEASED IN PART NR,B6) I31& 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 9:32 AM 
To: Holmstrom, Todd C; Sindle, James M; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Frelich, Karlene H; Lawson, 

Christine M 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

FW: Background information on some of the upcoming flotillas 
image001.jpg 

Latest from Beirut CONS. They have not been able to confirm any Arndt participation yet. They are continuing to press 
on this issue and are also reporting Sunday as the soonest the boat will sail. 

From: Richter, Kim B 
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 9:27 AM 
To: Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Walker, Carolee B 
Cc: Hunter, Jo-Ann L; Reisser, Wesley J 
Subject: FW: Background information on some of the upcoming flotillas 

Apparently Sunday would be the earliest the ship would sail - if it sails. 

From: Jackson, Mollie J 
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 4:21 PM 
To: Greene, Elisa; Hosking, Erika L 
Subject: RE: Background information on some of the upcoming flotillas 

Hi Elisa-

ll'Je have not been able to obtain any biodata or confirm that th!'re are any Americans on board1 We only know what 
we've seen in the media, which is mention of the four AmCit nuns and possibly an AmCit journalist. Our POL section has 
been working extensively with the GOL to get the nationalities and any biodata for those on the potential manifest, so 
far without success. CA was .able to confirm thatl I who was originally r.eported a·s being part of the flotilla, 
is in the U.S. and isil'ot expecied to join the flotillaf 

I've gotten permission to share with you on the unclass side that, as far as we are being told, Sunday would be the 
earliest possible date that the women's ship would sail. 

Our latest reporting cable should be going out shortly. I'm sorry I don't have more specific information at this point ... 
Mollie 

Privacy/PU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Greene, Elisa 
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 4:05 PM 
To: Jackson, Mollie J; Hosking, Erika L 
Subject: RE: Background information on some of the upcoming flotillas 

/REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer/ 

1 
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Is there anything you can share with me not on the high side? Difficult to access classified from here. Specifically, I'm 
looking for Amcit biodata and date any ships carrying Amcits will set sail from Lebanon (or elsewhere). Thanks, elisa 

From: Jackson, Mollie J 
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 3:54 PM 
To: Greene, Elisa 
Subject: RE: Background information on some of the upcoming flotillas 

Elisa-

Erika Hosking, our ACS chief, is forwarding you a message on a high side, with some of the reporting our POL section has 
been doing on this Issue. The latest report is from last night. I think tonight's report will be sent out as an actual cable. 

Mollie 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Greene, Elisa 
Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 3:09 PM 
To: Greene, Alden S; Abouzeid, Wahlb G; Jackson, Mollie J; Richter, Kirn B; Daughton, Thomas F (Beirut); Shampalne, 
Nicole D; Lawson, Christine M; Sison, Michele J; Cornforth, Jeremy A 
Cc: Zeroubavely, Sandra 5; Zuckenman, Eve; Parker, Andrew C; Tanus, George; Wetherbee, Amos A; Nobel, Natanya D; 
Plott, Susan M · 
Subject: FW: Background information on some of the upcoming flotillas 

Dear Colleagues: 

We have received unconfirmed reports that four Amcit nuns may be on an upcoming ship of women only sailing from 
Lebanon in an attempt to break the Israeli blockade on Gaia. Are you aware of this? If so, can you provide further 
Information: names, biodata, where they will sail from, when, etc? 

' Media reports (thus far, Arabic-only, for example http://daralhayat.com/portalarticlendah/153074) state that the 
women-only ship, the Mariam, will be comprised of 50 women, of whom 30 are Lebanese and 20 are foreigners. They 
will be taking medical supplies and plan to sail "as soon as possible." 

We look forward to your respopse, 

Efisa Greene Chief, American Citizen Services U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv, Israel 
Address from Israel: 71 Ha-Yarkon Street, Tel Aviv 639001 Israel 
Address from the U.S.: Box 13, APO AE 09830, U.S.A. 
Switchboard Tel: +972-3-519-7575; fax: +972-)-517-2348; Email: greenee@state.gov 

From: Otto, Jeffrey L 
To: Parker, Andrew C 
Cc: Sievers, Marc J 
Sent: Fri Jun 18 12:52:31 2010 
Subject: FW: Background information on some of the upcoming flotillas 
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Andy, 
I'm forwarding this email from The Israel Project because of the reference to four AmCits (highlighted) that may be on 
the Miriam women's flotilla from Lebanon. 
Regards, 
-Jeff-

Jeffrey L. Otto 
U.S. Embassy~ TeJ Aviv 

From: Sha\ Oseran [mailto:shaio@theisraelproject.org] 
Sent: Thursday, June 17, 2010 6:21 PM 
To: Eli Ovits 
Subject: Background information on some of the upcoming flotillas 

Please find below some background information (and links to sources) on some of the upcoming flotillas from Lebanon 
and Iran - prepared by TIP's research team for your reference. 

We will be happy to help facilitate interviews with experts on these subjects. 

Eli Ovits 
Director of Communications 
The Israel Project - Israel Office 
T: +972 (0)2 623 6427 
C: +972 (0)54 807 9093 
F: +972 (0)2 623 6439 
www.theisraelproject.org 

Journalists' flotilla 

The ship is organized by Free Palestine, an organization headed by Vasser Qoshlok, who is also behind the Miriam, and 
by a Beirut-based group calling themselves "Journalists Without Bounds" and "Reporters Without Bounds" and 
"Journalists Without limits" - not to be confused with Reporters Without Borders/Reporters Sans Frontieres, the 
respected international NGO based in Paris. The Beirut-based group has a Facebook page and a blog: 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid•133472209999269&v-info#1/group.php?gid:13J472209999269&v:info 

http: //jou rna liststoeaza. word press.com/ 

The organizers claim they will have 50 reporters on the ship, out of 225 reporters who applied to come along. The date 
of departure and the names of the people who will be on the ship remain unclear - apparently this is a policy decision. 

With the exception of one reporter who wrote he applied to join, we have not seen any information about the 
participants. 
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Women flotilla 

Relations to Hezbollah and Syria: 

Samer al-Hajj will lead the Miriam. She is a former journalist and best known for being the wife of Ali al-Hajj, a former 
general in the Lebanese security forces implicated in the assassination of Rafik al-Hariri. Samer al-Hajj has been the 
public face of the Miriam. She has given many interviews in the past few days, including one that appeared on the 

Hezbollah website. 

http://www.alintiqad.com/essaydetails.php?eid=33463&cid=76 
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http:/f www.assafir.com/Article .aspx ?Edition Id" 1548&Ch an ne lld~36053&Articleld~2433 &Author = 

Even though Samer al-Hajj and Vasser Kashlak say the ship has no connection to Hezbollah or Ha mas, she said in her last 
interview that Nasrallah's campaign to lift the siege is "something that is motivating everyone" 

http:/ldaralhayat.com/portalarticlendah/153074 

From right ta left: Sumer al-Hajj; Ali aJ-Hojj (her husband),· Hasson Nasrolloh (the Secretary General of Hezbolloh); 

Wa/ik Safa (head of the HezboJJah coordination and liaison committee, responsible for the negotiations to release murdered Israeli soJdiers Ehud 
Goldwa55er and Eldad Regev 
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The Iranian flotilla: 

One of the Ayatollahs saying it is a privilege to die on the way to Gaza 

http://www.irna.ir/ARNiew/Fu11Storv/7Newsld=1173464&1dlanguage=2 

The former head of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard saying he is willing to go to Gaza the minute they will need him 

http://arabic.farsnews.com/newstext.asox?nn=8903260150 
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Information from ESET NOD32 Antivirus, version of virus signature database 5204 (20100617) ----

The message was checked by ESET NOD32 Antivirus. 

http://www.eset.com 
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Law, Rosemary C 
[RELEASED IN PART @ :I335 

From: Grubb, Jason B 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 5:39 AM 
To: Sind/e, James M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Baumert, Kevin A; 'Sergio L. 

_Aguirre@nss.eop.gov'; Reisser, Wesley J; Holmstrom, Todd C: I tsd.mil'; Waller, 
Robert P; Rana, Gautam A; [ filjs.pentagon.mil'; I __ osd.mil'; 
'Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov'; Prem G. Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; Burgess, Richard J; 
Hickey, Mary E; Schwartz, Jonathan B;I §leucom.mil'; 
I @js.pentagon.mil';c= @osd.mil'; Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; 
Dolan, JoAnn; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Giauque, Jeffrey G; Frelich, Karlene H; Connelly, 
Maura; Harris, Robert K; Mortlock, David JL; 'Timothy.P.Connors@uscg.mil'; Rudman, Mara; 
Waters, John R; Pelton, Erin; Harutunian, Ruben; Levin, Jan 

Subject: FW; News Updates on the Flotilla 

-----original Message----­
From: Landau, Avida 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 12:25 PM 
To: Harutunian, Ruben; Levin, Jan; Feldboy, Yael; Gutman, Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J 
Cc: Grubb, Jason B; Parker, Andrew C; Sievers, Marc J 
Subject: Re: News Updates on the Flotilla 

Channel 1: new footage from on board the Marmara will be released shortly. Report saying that 
protesters used molotov cocktails against the soldiers and soldiers being thrown from the 
upper decks to lower decks in acts of lynch. 
State of alert raised throughout israel, including in Gaza vicinity, Wadi Ara region, and 
within prison service for fear of riots. 

Avida Landau 
Media specialist 
Press section 
U.S. Embassy, Tel Aviv /REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
Tel: 972-3-5103822/6 
Fax:972-3-5103828 
Mobile:972-57-420-6829 
E-mail:landauax@state.gov 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Harutunian, Ruben 
To: Landau, Avida; Levin, Jan; Feldboy, Yael; Gutman., Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J 
Cc: Grubb, Jason B; Parker, Andrew C; Sievers, Marc J 
Sent: Mon May 31 11:·40:01 2010 
Subject: RE: News Updates on the Flotilla 

Just spoke with t the IDF: 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

--confirmed live fire on the Israeli Navy troops as they boarded the Free Gaza vessel; --no 
way to indicate when the boats will arrive at Ashdod Port, as last night's events have 
delayed the voyage; --this was a clear act of a pre-planned lynch, committed by those on 
board the flotilla vessels; --large gap between the stated mission of the voyage and its 
outcomes; --Israeli Navy forces were under strict orders not to confront passengers; --last 
night, the vessels were contacted once again with the offer to divert goods to Ashdod, but 
were met with a refusal and curses 

l 
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Ruben 

-----Original Message----­
From: Landau, Avida 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 11:20 AM 
To: Harutunian, Ruben; Levin, Jan; Feldboy, Yael; GutmanJ Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J 
Cc: Grubb, Jason B; Parker, Andrew C; Sievers, Marc J 
Subject: Re: News Updates on the Flotilla 

From Ayalon press conference: 

We are sorry for any loss of life. 

This was not a humanitarian mission 

We offered them to help transfer the goods to gaza but they refused. 

They said their intent was to break the blockade on gaza and not a humanitarian mission. 

Allowing these ships to get to gaza would have opened a channel to gaza for smuggling of 
weapons and other banned goods and would have caused more bloodshed. 

The organizers did not heed the calls to peacefully follow them to port. 

No sovereign country would have tolerated such violence. 

We are calling all countries involved to do everything in their power to calm the situation 
and bring to a peaceful end. 

The organizing body of this flotilla is well known to have ties with Hamas and th~y had the 
interest to provoke violence. 

Avida Landau 
Media specialist 
Press section 
U.S. Embassy, Tel Aviv 
Tel: 972-3-5103822/6 
Fax:972-3-510382B 
Mobile:972-57-420-6829 
E-mail:landauax@state.gov 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Harutunian, Ruben 
To: Landau, Avida; Levin, Jan; Feldboy, Yael; Gutman, Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J 
Cc: Grubb, Jason B; Parker, Andrew C; Sievers, Marc J 
Sent: Mon May 31 11;08:21 2010 
Subject: Re; News Updates on the Flotilla 

Live on bbc 

Ruben Harutunian 
Deputy Press Attche 
Office of Public Affairs 
United States Embassy Tel Aviv 
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Tel: (057)4206815 

----- Original Message 
From: Landau, Avida 
To: Levin, Jan; Harutunian, Ruben; Feldboy, Yael; Gutman, Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J 
Cc: Grubb, Jason B; Parker, Andrew C; Sievers, Marc J 
Sent: Mon May 31 11:06:38 2010 
Subject: Re: News Updates on the Flotilla 

Ayalon press conference just started 

Avida Landau 
Media specialist 
Press section 
U.S. Embassy, Tel Aviv 
Tel: 972-3-5103822/6 
Fax:972-3-5103828 
Mobile:972-57-420-6829 
E-mail:landauax@state.gov 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Levin, Jan 
To: Landau,,Avida; Harutunian, Ruben; Feldboy, Yael; Gutman, Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J 
Cc: Grubb, Jason B; Parker, Andrew C; Sievers, Marc J 
Sent: Mon May 31 10:52:12 2010 
Subject: Re: News Updates on the Flotilla 

All: I will accompany the Ambassador to the 12 noon MFA briefing and will be out of touch 
during the briefing. If there are updates after 12, please cc: Jason Grubb and he will 
update the larger list. 
Thanks·. 
Jan 

Original Message 
From: Landau, Avida 
To: Harutunian, Ruben; Feldboy, Yael; Gutman, Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J 
Cc: Levin, Jan 
Sent: Mon May 31 10:30:44 2010 
Subject: Re: News Updates on the Flotilla 

Avi Bnayahu IDF spokesman said that some of those killed had taken weapons from the soldiers 
and fired live rounds at the soldiers. He is saying the soldiers were lynched and were in 
danger for their lives. 

Body count: 10 protesters dead 
10 soldiers wounded 

Avida Landau 
Media specialist 
Press section 
U.S. Embassy, Tel Aviv 
Tel: 972-3-5103822/6 
Fax:972-3-5103828 
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Mobile:972-57-420-6829 
E-mail:landauax@state.gov 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Harutunian, Ruben 
To: Landau, Avida; Feldboy, Yael; Gutman, Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J 
Cc: Levin, Jan 
sent: Mon May 31 10:24:18 2010 
Subject: Re: News Updates on the Flotilla 

Mark Regev on BBC insisting that the Israeli Naval Forces came under live fire from on-board 
the intercepted vessel. 

Ruben Harutunian 
Deputy Press Attche 
Office of Public Affairs 
United States Embassy Tel Aviv 
Tel: (057)4206815 

----- Original Message 
From: Landau, Avida 
To: Harutunian, Ruben; Feldboy, Yael; Gutman, Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J 
Cc: Levin, Jan 
Sent: Mon May 31 10:19:40 2010 
subject: Re: News Updates on the Flotilla 

~--is saying that the soldiers were met with fierce opposition, including with knives, B6 
spikes, pipes, and other blunt and sharp objects. 

Avida. Landau 
Media specialist 
Press section 
U.S. Embassy, Tel Aviv 
Tel: 972-3-5103822/6 
Fax:972-3-5103828 
Mobile:972-57-420-6829 
E-mail:landauax@state.gov 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Harutunian, Ruben 
To: Landau, Avida; Feldboy, Yael; Gutman, Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J 
Cc: Levin, Jan 
Sent: Mon May 31 10:16:52 2010 
Subject: Re: News Updates on the Flotilla 

Mark Regev is on BBC right now as well 

Ruben Harutunian 
Deputy Press Attche 
Office of Public Affairs 
United States Embassy Tel Aviv 
Tel: (057)4206815 

Original Message 
From: Landau, Avida 

4 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750869 Date: 1211712012 



StateDept04060

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750869 Date: 12/17/2012 

To: Feldboy, Yael; Harutunian, Ruben; Gutman, Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J 
Cc: Levin, Jan 
Sent: Mon May 31 10:15:48 2010 
Subject: Re: News Updates on the Flotilla 

Avital is on TV now giving a statement 

Avida Landau 
Media specialist 
Press section 
U.S. Embassy, Tel Aviv· 
Tel: 972-3-5103822/6 
Fax:972-3-5103828 
Mobile:972-57-420-6829 
E-mail:landauax@state.gov 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Feldboy, Yael 
To: Harutunian, Ruben; Gutman, Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J; Landau, Avida 
Cc: Levin, Jan 
Sent: Mon May 31 10:13:44 2010 
Subject: Re: News Updates on the Flotilla 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Harutunian, Ruben 
To: Feldboy, Yael; Gutman, Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J; landau, Avida 
Cc: Levin, Jan 
Sent: Mon May 31 10:08:13 2010 
Subject: Re: News Updates on the Flotilla 

Yael, 
I'd like to speak with the IDF's spokesman, to get her sense of what's happened. Could you 

please pass me the number for[ [or whoever else you think is more appropriate. 
Thanks! ~~~~~~~~ 

Ruben 

Ruben Harutunian 
Deputy Press Attche 
Office of Public Affairs 
United States Embassy Tel Aviv 
Tel: (057)4206815 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Feldboy, Yael 
To: Gutman, Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J; Harutunian, Ruben; Landau, Avida 
Cc: Levin, Jan 
Sent: Mon May 31 10:03:39 2010 
Subject: News Updates on the Flotilla 

All, 

At the request of Jan Levin and the approval of Bonnie Gutman we'll assist POL on updates. As 
of 1100, Avida has agreed to be on duty. 
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As of now, Jan has requested to update her by phone. Preferably at her home phone. Her 
contact no; 0774821574 H;~--~~ 

~ill also update all of us by email on dramatic developments if take place. 
~Ha_v_e_a~nice day, where ever you are scattered .•. Y. 
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Law, Rosemary C 
fRELEASED IN PART B6) 

From: Grubb, Jason B 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 6:13 AM 
To: Sindle, James M; Goldberger, Thomas H; Baumert, Kevin A; 'Ser,,.,_,io~L~. ----~ 

_Aguirre@nss.eop.gov'; Reisser Wesle J· Holmstrom, Todd C; 86 
Robert P; Rana, Gautam A; ~~--;-;;----;~,,.---=----~~--~~-,..! 
'Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov'; 'Prem G. Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; Burgess, Ric ar J; 
Hickey, Mary~ Schwartz, Jonathan BL I 

I , , ~· !Sievers, Marc J; Grubb, Jason B; 
Dolan, JoAnn; Bernier-Toth, Michelle; Giauque, JE?ffrey G; Frelich, Karlene H; Connelly, 
Maura; Harris, Robert K; Mortlock, David JL; Rudman, Mara; 
Waters, John R; Pelton, Erin; Harutunian, Ruben; Levin, Jan; Roberts, Kristi (Tel Aviv) 

Subject: FW: News Updates on the Flotilla 

Fyi. •. 

-----Original Message----­
From: Harutunian, Ruben 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 1:12 PM 
To: Landau, Avida; Levin, Jan; Feldboy, Yael; Gutman, Bonnie 5; Hoyer, Kurt J 
Cc: Grubb, Jason B; Parker, Andrew C; Sievers, Marc J 
Subject: RE: News Updates on the Flotilla 

BBC just reporting that Turkey is recalling its ambassador to Israel. 

-----Original Message----­
From: Landau, Avida 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 12:59 PM 
To: Harutunian, Ruben; Levin, Jan; Feldboy, Yael; Gutman, Bonnie S; Hoyer, Kurt J 
Cc: Grubb, Jason B; Parker, Andrew C; Sievers, Marc J 
Subject: Re: News Updates on the Flotilla 

Channel 10: anti-terror bureau issued a travel warning for Israelis who are in Turkey to stay 
indoors and keep out of the streets. 

Avida Landau 
Media specialist 
Press section 
U.S. Embassy, Tel Aviv 
Tel: 972-3-5103822/6 
Fax:972-3-5103828 
Mobile:972-S7-420-6829 
E-mail:landauax@state.gov 

fREVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State 

(RELEASED IN PART BS/ 

Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750874 Date: 12/17/2012 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, August 31, 2010 9:13 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

FW: Gaza Flotilla Fundraising--Dublin Daily -August 31, 2010 
image001.jpg 

Categories: Working 

From Embassy Dublin- still just in a fund raising mode. 

Fundraising for Second Gaza Flotilla 
{U) A coalition of seven pro-Palestinian groups in Ireland has launched a fundraising campaign to purchase an Irish 

ship to participate in the planned "Second Freedom Flotilla" to Gaza an Irish campaigner who was 86 
one of the eight Irish citizens who travelled with the first flotilla in May, is spearheading the project.[:::Jsaid the 

coalition is raising funds to buy a boat, fuel, and hire a legal team. Up to SO Irish citizens are expected to take part 

in the new flotilla. An Irish-funded vessel, the Rachel Corrie, was among those in the May flotilla. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Garrigus, Ashley 
Sent: Tuesday, August 31, 2010 8:52 AM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
Subject: Gaza Flotilla Fundraising--Dublin Daily - August 31, 2010 

Wesley, 

I am covering the Ireland desk in Jason Hackworth's absence and he asked that I send today's 'Dublin Daily' to you, 

highlighting the "Fund raising for Second Gaza Flotilla". 

Best, 

A.s 11Le1::l Cjt;i rrtg us 
U.S. Department of State 
Bureau of European and Eurasian Affalrs 
Office of Western Europe, Rm 5218 
Phone: 202-647-5687 
Email: GarrigusA@state.gov 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer/ 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750876 Date: 12/17/2012 

[RELEASED IN PART 86) 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Reisser, Wesley J 
Thursday, June 03, 2010 11 :36 AM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
FW: MV Rachel Corrie Manifest 

Attachments: CARGO MANIFEST img090.jpg; PASSENGERS ON THE MV RACHEL CORRIE.doc; UN 
Certification Team request.pd! 

Emb Tel Aviv or CA/OCS - Please check the manifest against PIERS. All others, FYI on the Rachel Corrie from the NGO 

community. 
Wes 

From: 
Sent:T~h~u~rsd:::;::a~y.~J~u~ne::-::c03~,-==2~0~10~11:-:~32~A~M~------------------__J 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
cc: 

7----c---~==~-' 
Subject: Re: MV Rachel Corrie Manifest 

Dear Wesley, 

Thank ou for callin me back esterday. As discussed, and with the permission of 
~~~~~~~~_, 

I am forwarding the list of passengers and the manifest for the MV Rachel 
"c"'o::cm=· e'""". -,,=er=e°'1"'s-==an=1=n"te=m=a"'t""'10o=!nal crew. You asked specifically if any Americans will be on board. Although 
none are currently registered, I j 

weighing the possibility of going. 

I am copyingl~-_,~n this message. 

My goal is to help to assure maximum transparency and safety for voyage of the MV Rachel Corrie and any 
boats who may join them, in part because these are my friends are the organizers and in part because the 
Rebuilding Alliance put chocolates and school supplies, sports equipement and wheelchairs, and cement to 
build a kindergarten on that boat. Your suggestions on behalf of the State Department would be sincerely 
appreciated. 

The Rebuilding Alliance and the Free Gaza Movement are ramping up to tell the stories of the NGO projects 
that will receive the humanitarian aid and to publish the passenger list and manifest as well. Please note the 
request I sent o the Quartet in April, requesting temporary "UN 
Certification Team" status and support to go to Gaza to assure transparency for this all-NGO transport and 
project installment -- there was no reply from the Quartet. Can you raise the proposal now at the Quartet 
level? Please note: My team and I are uniquely qualified to assume this role in Gaza and hold an invitation 
from UNR WA and good welcome from the Palestinian NGO Network, and Gaza Community Mental Health 
Programme. President Carter can press a message to the H government to assure that the NGOs have full 
approval to receive the materials and install them with streamlined building permits. I am well-positioned to 
form a team in Gaza to certify use of construction materials by the NGO's --- and these are your best allies. 

Please note there are no plans to bring the MV Rachel Corrie or other boats to Turkey nor are they requesting 
military escort. They do not expect to leave for Gaza until early next week. 

You can also reachDy phone at the foliowing numbers: 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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Sincerely, 
Donna 
Mobile: 650 440-9667 

P.S. I am copyingl~--------~------------__J[on this message. If you 
are having difficulty reaching me please give jL_~f call ad~------" 

On Thu, Jun 3, 2010 at 7:35 AM, Reisser, Wesley J <ReisserWJ@state.gov> wrote: 

86 

'-"7----"j- Do you have the manifest as we discussed yesterday? Any info you have is exceptionally helpful so 86 
that our consular personnel in Tel Aviv can be ready to assist Americans as necessary. 

Wes 

Wesley J. Reisser, Ph.D. 
Desk Officer - NENIPA 
Office of Israel & Palestinian Affairs 
Phone (202) 647-2647 
Fax (202) 736-4461 

This message is UNCLASSIFIEO/SBU acc.ording to ttie definit1ons provided by E.0. 12958. 
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(RELEASED IN PART BS) 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: Bartels, Katharine V 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Saturday, June 05, 2010 1 :21 PM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group 
FW: Rachel Corrie Boarding 

FYI... 

From: Parker, Andrew C 
Sent: Saturday, June OS, 2010 1:13 PM 
To: Levin, Jan; Bartels, Katharine V; Sievers, Marc J 
Cc: Burnett, David R; Greene, Elisa 
Subject: Re: Rachel Corrie Boarding 

The Irish consul is with the 19 from the ship at a facility in Halon near TLV. At 10 pm they will go toi Ben Gurion detention 
facility. Those who accept will be repatriated ASAP. They have 72 hours to appeal their deportation. Those who take the 
three days to think about that will most likely be repatriated at the end of the 72 hours, ie use the time to make their point. 
No Amcits, but one Cuban. He also told me that a participant in the first wave of boats as Irish but 86 
also Amcit, former US Marine, who had tried at some point to relinquish US citz. 

From: Levin, Jan 
To: Bartels, Katharine V; Sievers, Marc J 
Cc: Parker, Andrew C; Burnett, David R 
Sent: Sat Jun 05 19:36:07 2010 
Subject: Re: Rachel Carlie Boarding 

I don't have anything new, Katherine, but pis see my colleague Dave Burnett's msg re distro of goods. CG Andy Parker 
·may be able to answer your question as to where the activists are being held and how long they might expect to stay in 
Israel. 

From: Bart.els, Katharine V 
To: Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan 
Sent: Sat Jun 05 19:20:04 2010 
Subject: RE: Rachel Corrie Boarding 

Hi Jan/Marc, 

I'm drafting the SitRep for NEA this afternoon and wanted to check in to see if there were any additional developments 
regarding the Rachel Corrie since Marc's last email below. 

Specifically: 
1. Do we have any further information on the delivery of goods? Dr are things on hold as it's a Saturday? 
2. Any other information regarding the ship's cargo? 
3. Where are the activists being held? Are they likely to be released or will they remain in Israel for some time? 

Many thanks, 
Kit Bartels 
NEA Duty Officer 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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[RELEASED IN PART B6j 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

FYI 

From: Hackworth, Jason K 

Reisser, Wesley J 
Tuesday, July 20, 2010 10:08 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
FW: Rachel Corrie -- FYI from Dublin 

Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 9:42 AM 
To: Reisser, Wesley J 
Subject: Rachel Corrie -- FYI from Dublin 

Flotilla Boat to Be Released 

Doc No. C18750901 Date: 12/17/2012 

(U) An Irish-owned ship that took part in the flotilla attempt to break the blockade of Gaza should be released 
within the next two weeks. The Rachel Corrie is the only remaining ship held by Israel. The ship's first mate, 

I fwas informed by authorities at the Port of Ashod of the procedures necessary to return the ship. B6 
Irish activists aboard the ship during its first attempt to break the blockade are now planning for another try in 
the next few months. 

(SBU) Comment: Irish public opinion is strongly in favor of ending the Gaza blockade of Gaza. Many Irish 
tend to view the Israel/Palestine situation through their own troubled history with the British, siding 
philosophically with the Palestinians. End comment. 

Jason K. Hackworth 

Desk Officer for Ireland and Northern Ireland 

(202) 647-6585 phone 
(202) 647-3459 fax 
hackworthjk@state.gov 

AS OUTLINED IN THE PROVISIONS OF E.O. 12958 THIS E-MAIL IS UNCLASSIFIED 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewerj 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750904 Date: 12/17/2012 
(RELEASED IN PART 85) 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: Sindle, James M 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 8:41 PM 

Connelly, Maura To: 
Cc: NEA-IPA-DL 
Subject: FW: U.S. flagged vessels in the second wave of the G1'ZA Flotilla 

Below is l/OES's legal views regarding how we might deal with Challenger II. Highlighted portion describes the option 
we're currently looking at. 

Jim 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 8:24 PM 
To: Sindle, James M; Maggi, Robert W 
Cc: PM-Counter-Piracy-DL; Countryman, Thomas; Maxwell, Raymond D; Johns, Terry M; O'Brien, Gregory J (OES); 
Frederick, Jeffrey D; Kirshner, Amy Coletta; Polizzotto,Susan;'Frederick.J.Kenney@uscg.mil'; Darr, Charles 
Subject: RE: U.S. ftagged vessels In the second wave of the G/l:ZA Flotilla 

Pasted below are some factual/legal bullets, which L/FO provided informally to the 7'h floor .... some of which respond to 
questions posed in the email string below. Also, I'm copying USCG colleagues, since some of the legal angles are in their 
lane (and they are of course invited to correct or amplify, as appropriate). 

Thanks, 
Kevin 

Factual Issues 

There are two vessels - Challenger I and Challenger II - that have been involved in this incident and are 
confirmed as U.S. flagged yachts (Delaware registered). Challenger I is believed to have been part of the 
flotilla that was intercepted on Monday by the IDF, although there were no violent confrontations with this 
vessel. 

Although the facts are uncer1ain, Challenger II is believed to be currently in the Cypriot port ofLimassol, 
with the likely intent ofbreaching the blockade in the coming days. Cypriot authorities have stated that they 
are not allowing ships to depart for the blockade. 

It appears there are 12-20 persons on each vessel; Challenger II does not appear to have any AMC!Ts on 
board. As a pleasure craft, it is not equipped with identification/tracking gear, which makes it harder to 
track its location. 

Legal issues and possible courses of action 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750904 Date: 12/17/2012 
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From: Sindle, James M 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 12:12 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Maggi, Robert W 
Cc: PM-Counter-Piracy-DL; Countryman, Thomas; Maxwell, Raymond D; 'Cook, Kevin RDML'; Johns, Terry M; O'Brien, 
Gregory J (OES); Frederick, Jeffrey D; Kirshner, Amy Coletta; Polizzotto, Susan 
Subject: RE: U.S. flagged vessels In the second wave of the GA2A Flotilla 

Kevin, 

Thanks, 

2 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State_ Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750904 Date: 12/17/2012 

85 



StateDept04070

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750904 Date: 12/17/2012 

Jim Sindle 
Pol-Mil Officer 
Office of Israel and Palestinian Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 

Unclassified: SindleJM@state.gov 
Classified: SindleJM@state.sgov.gov 

202-647-4386 (office) 

from: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 11:59 AM 
To: Maggi, Robert W 
Cc: PM-Counter-Piracy-DL; Countryman, Thomas; Sindle, James M; Maxwell, Raymond D; 'Cook, Kevin RDML'; Johns, 
Terry M; O'Brien, Gregory J (OES); Frederick, Jeffrey D; Kirshner, Amy Coletta 
Subject: RE: U.S. flagged vessels in the second wave of the GAZA Flotilla 

From: Maggi, Robert W 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 11:49 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: PM-Counter-Piracy-DL; Countryman, Thomas; Sindle, James M; Maxwell, Raymond D; Cook, Kevin RDML; Johns, 
Terry M; O'Brien, Gregory J (OES); Frederick, Jeffrey D; Kirshner, Amy Coletta 
Subject: FW: U.S. flagged vessels in the second wave of the GAZA Flotilla 

Kevin, thanks! 

Best 
turk 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 9:36 AM 
To: Sindle, James M; Polizzotto, Susan; Warner, Trent (OES-OPA); Johns, Terry M; O'Brien, Gregory J (OES); Frederick, 
Jeffrey D 
Subject: RE: US flagged vessels 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 12:08 AM 
To: Thessln, James H 
Cc:: Townley, Stephen G; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Harris, Robert K; Sullivan, David J; Pamper, Stephen E; Guarin, Marc F 
Subject: us flagged vessels 

3 
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Thanks, 
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Kevin 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750905 Date: 12/17/2012 

[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,B5,1.4(D)I 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Sµbject: 

Categories: 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 

Snipes, Christopher K 
Friday, June 24, 201112:03 PM 
Riley, Robert J; Gregonis. Meghan E 
NEA-IPA-DL 
FW: FPD llR Gaza Freedom Flotilla 

Working 

ClassiHcation: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 

Declassify On: 2036/06/24 

From: Lawton, Daniel J (Athens) 
Sent: Friday, June 24, 201111:33 AM 
To: Snipes, Christopher K 
cc: Goodman, Ilan A; Smith, Daniel B (Athens); Miller, Thomas S (Athens) 
Subject: FW: FPD UR Gaza freedom Flotilla 

Chris-

l) 

3) 

Regards, 
Dan L. 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: Daniel Lawton, Political Counselor, Embassy Athens 

Reason: 1.4b, d 
Declassify On: 2036/06/24 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
1 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: Snipes, Christopher K 
Sent: 
To: 

Tuesday, June 28, 2011 10:58 AM [ 
Riley, Robert J; Gregonis, Meghan E RELEASED IN PART 83 DOD-CP) 

Cc: NEA-IPA-DL 
Subject: FW: FPD llR Gaza Freedom Flotilla Follow-up Two 
Attachments: llR 6120 002211 - IDENTIFICATION OF SHIPS PARTICIPATING IN THE.doc 

Categories: Working 

The attachment contains the names and locations of the flotilla ships. Chris 

This document is UNCLASSlFlED//NOFORN ~hen separated from SECRET//NOFORN attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: SECRETl/NOFORN 
Derived From: MS 
Declassify On: 2021/06/28 

From: Lawton, Daniel J (Athens) 
Sent: Tuesday, June 28, 201110:47 AM 
To: Snipes, Christopher K; Goodman, !Ian A 
Subject: FW: FPD IIR Gaza Freedom Flotilla Follow-up Two 

Chris/llan - Over to you. Regards, Dan 

This document is UNCLASSIFIED//NOFORN when separated from SECRET//NOFORN attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: 
Classification: 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

Sensitive 
SECRET//NOFORN 
MS 
2021/06/28 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 

From: Hicks, Joseph T (Athens) 
Sent: Tuesday, June 28, 2op :·1~PM 
To: Purcell, Alan s (Athens);) ,. Ir Brandeis, Charle93 DOD-CP 
Cc: Lawton, Daniel J (Athens•'T),;=. iiiiViiiaffiiin=, nLe,,arnnCiArn(Aii'tmne>fni<s'i'J ==========='! 
Subject: FPD l!R Gaza Freedom Flotilla Follow-up Two 

All, 
Attached is another follow-up with additional information. 

R/ 
Joe 

Joseph Hicks 
Force Protection Detachment 
U.S. Embassy Athens, Greece 
Uriclass: HicksJT@State.gov 
Tel: (30) 210-720-2245 
Mob: (30) 694-498-7883 
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This document is SECRET//NOFORN wheri separated from SECRET//NOFORN attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: 
Classification: 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

Sensitive 
SECRET//NOFORN 
MS 
2021/06/28 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750913 Date: 1211712012 
[RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1, 1.4(0)) 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Parsell, Benjamin C 
Tuesday, June 14, 2011 9:49 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL; NEA-SEMEP-DL; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; Walles, Jacob; Shapiro, Daniel S; 
'ssimon@nss.eop.sgov.gov' 
Cunningham, James B; Goldberger, Thomas H; TELAVIV POL; Bijanki, Ashwin 

Attachments: 
FW: Israel: Turkish Government Unlikely to Extend Olive Branch Following Election Victory 
StateSeaLgif 

Categories: Working 

FYI... 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

SMART Core 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: DSCG 05-1 b, d 
Declassify On: 2021106/14 

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 04:45:13 

Parsell, Benjamin C 

TELAVIV-SMARTS; ANKARA-SMARTS; SANAA-SMARTS; KUWAIT, SMARTS; BEIRUT, 
SMARTS; VATICAN, SMARTS; PARIS-SMARTS; RABAT-SMARTS; JEDDAH-SMARTS; 
MOSCOW-SMARTS; AbuDhabi-SMARTS; MADRID-SMARTS; RIYADH, SMARTS; DOHA, 
SMARTS; DHAHRAN, SMARTS; BERLIN-SMARTS; USEU-SMARTS; TUNIS, SMARTS; 
CASABLANCA, SMARTS; LONDON-SMARTS; Damascus, SmartS; Baghdad, SMARTS; 
ALGIERS, SMARTS; Amman-SMARTS; MUSCAT-SMARTS; USUN, SMARTS; JERUSALEM­
SMARTS; OSLO-SMARTS; NOUAKCHOTT, SMARTS; MANAMA, SMARTS; Cairo-SMARTS; 
GENEVA, SMARTS; PMAT (Pol-Mil Action Team); daria.darnell@incirlik.af.srnil.rnil 

Subject: Israel: Turkish Government Unlikely to Extend Olive Branch Following Election Victory 

CONFIDENTIAL 

MRN: 
DatelDTG: 
From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Reference: 
Subject: 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 

11 TEL AVIV 699 
Jun 14, 2011I141344ZJUN 11 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
WASHOC, SECSTATE ROUTINE 

13526 
PREL, PGOV, KWBG, KPAL, SY, TU, IS 
A) 11 TEL AVIV 693 
Israel: Turkish GovernmenfUnlikelyto Extend Olive Branch Following Election Victory 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C16750913 Date: 12/17/2012 
' ' 

1 .4(D) 
B1 

1. (C) Summarv and commentl 

2. (U) MFA officials were skeptical that Turkish Prime Minister Erdogan would use his party's recent election victory to 
improve relations with Israel. Speaking to the press, Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon appeared to provide Ankara 
an opportunity to improve relations by publicly pointing out that Israel and Turkey have maintained relations, despite 
the recent downturn in ties, and that AKP's victory is an opportunity to mend fences. "We don't see Turkey an enemy 
state," said Ayalon, who also said that Israel is ready to improve relations, but only at Ankara's initiative. 

3. (U) According to Israeli media reports, unnamed "diplomatic sources" in the MFA said publicly that Erdogan is unlikeiy 
to reach out to Israel. Erdogan likely sees AKP's election victory as a stamp of approval for his tough stance toward Israel 
in recent years, and will likely continue this position, which has contributed to his domestic and regional popularity. 
Former MFA Director General Alon Liel said publicly that Turkey's relations with Israel will not change significantly in 
light of AKP's election victory. Erdogan's and Davotuglu's regional policy of "zero problems with its neighbors," coupled 
with their criticism of Israel over the sluggish peace process and its blockade of the Gaza Strip, has been a winning 
strategy that they will likely continue. 

4. (C) a think tank in Israel and focuses on Turkish politics, told Post that the election in 
Turkey will not help improve relations with Israel because it does not resolve the dispute over last year's flotilla incident. 

Signature: 

Derived From: 

Declassify on: 

Drafted By: 

Cleared By: 

Approved By: 

Released By: 

Info: 

XMT: 
Attachments: 

GOLDBERGER 

DSCG 05-1 b, d 
2021/06/14 

TEL AVIV:Parsell, Benjamin C 

POL:Levin, Jan X 

EXEC:Goldberger, Thomas H 
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(RELEASED IN PART B1 ,B5,1.4(D)) 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: Sutphin, Paul R 
Sent: Friday, May 27, 2011 2:59 PM 
To: 

Doc No. C18750915 Date: 12/17/2012 

Reed, Julia G; Sachar, Alon; Rudman, Mara; Feltman, Jeffrey D; Walles, Jacob; Kaidanow, 
Tina S; Van Diepen, Vann H; Ganzer, Ann K; Foley, Philip A; Jacobson, Michael N; Anderson, 
Gerald C; Cunningham, James B; Goldberger, Thomas H; Silverman, Robert J; DiCarlo, 
Rosema A (USUN); Germain, Ellen J USUN); Bass, Warrenj [l)osd.smil.mil; 86 

,--------,=="'°osd.smil.mil @osd.smil.mil;I l@js.smil.mil; 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Importance: 

Colleagues: 

JS.smil.mil· js.smil.mil; Kumar, Prem G.; Riley, Robert J; 
L,G~r-e-go-n~1s-,~e_Jg""h.an E; Shapiro, Daniel B.; Simon, Steven N.; Desjardins, Marc; Shampaine, 
Nicole D; Schedlbauer, Amy W; Burnett, David R; Silverman, Robert J; Schwartz, Jonathan B 
(Legal) 
Sindle, James M; Buzbee, John R; Levinson, Jesse S; Jacoby, Julia I; Doutrich, Jack T 
Gaza Flotilla Update I new GOI Asks 
11-STATE-36240.eml.pdf; 11-AMMAN-569.eml.pdf 

High 

As a follow up to our discussions regardin~ ~he prospective Mavi Marmara anniversary flotilla, we1 .4(0) 
wanted to update you the latest information from Israel, immediate next steps, and flag for your attention additional 81 

ssues for consideration in red). 
~----------------------__J 

Update from the GOI 

Next Steps 

• 

• 

!!£1 loer Tel Aviv 613 below): 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
I 
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Paul Sutphin 
Director 
NEA/IPA 
tel: 202-647-3672 

Fax: 202-736-4461 
VIPER: 202-647-1686 

This document is SECRET//NOFORN when separated from SECRET//NOFORN attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: 
Classification: 
Derived From: 
Declassify On: 

Sensitive 
SECRETl/NOFORN 
Derived from previous message in thread. 
2021/05/26 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

This document is SECRET/fNOFORN when separated from SECRET/fNOFORN attachment(s). 
Sensitivity: 
Classification: 
Classified by: 
Reason: 
Declassify On: 

SMART Core 

Sensitive 
SECRET//NOFORN 
Paul R. Sutphin, Director, NEA/IPA, State 
1.4b, d 
2036/05/27 

Tuesday, May 24, 2011 09:45:34 

Cc: 
Holliday, Gregory E; Neal, Bobbie S; Rax, Dwayne E; Thompson, Peter M; Tyson, Paul H; Hopkins, 
DonnaL 

Subject: Israel on Flotillas 

Info Office: 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: , 
From: 

Action: 
E.O.: 

TAGS: 

Captions: 
Reference: 

~------------------------~ 
SECRETl/NOFORN 

STAFF, CPO, FAO, DIRECTOR 

11 TELAVIV613 

May 24, 2011/241344Z MAY 11 

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

WASHDC, SECSTATE ROUTINE 

13526 

PREL, PGOV, KWBG, IS 

NOFORN 
A) llR 6 849 0496 

1.4(D) 
B1 

Subject: Israel on Flotillasr----------------------1.4(D) 
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Signature: 

Classified By: 

Reason: 
Declassify on: 

Drafted By: 

Cleared By: 

Approved By: 
Released By: 

Info: 

XMT: 
Attachments: 

Action Post: 
Dissemination Rule: 

BURNETT 

Name: David Burnett, Title: Charge d'Affaires 
Office: U.S. Embassy Tel Aviv 
Agency: Dept of State 

1.4 (b), (d) 
2021/05/24 

TEL AVIV:Levin, Jan X 

POL:Grubb, Jason B 
POL:Silverman, Robert J 
ECON:Burnett, David R 
TEL AVIV:Levin, Jan X 

USUN NEW YORK, USMISSION ROUTINE; ANKARA, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; KUALA 
LUMPUR, AMEMBASSY ROUTINE; ARAB ISRAELI COLLECTIVE ROUTINE 

AM EMBASSY TRIPOLI 

Metadata.dat 
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Bowers, Allyson M 
[RELEAS_ED IN PART 1.4(B),B1, 1.4(D),B6j 

From: Dautrich, Jack T 
Sent: Wednesday, July 06, 2011 11 :39 AM 
To: 
Cc: 

NEA-IPA-DL· EUR-SE-DL· Masilko Barbara J (USUN); Zurcher Kenneth M· Eilts Colin C 
"' ·--- .,,~how M· '#El 1' JACIDEM': '6th Fleet Watch'; I I 

I 
l'Christooher Koenia'; 'Christooher Smith'; 'Clay, Andreia'; 

I 'Friedmann,• :heJsey'; GOJilberger, 1 nomas M; 
Hollidav. Gr~on• E; I I 

I Jakobson, Nicholas W; 'Joshua Townley'; 'Kumar, Prem G.'; 'Kyna 
,. 

'·I 

0°10stine'· 'M11lro" Kara I :·O'Brien. Greaorv J (OESll II 

\. ~ Thnmas B· Silverman. Robert J: I 
I 

Subject: r·vv:, vv. \jre ............ ....... ,, ... u• • ·~--··~ '"XJ'a~ .... 
Attachments: StateSeal.gif 

Categories: Working 

Jack Doutrich 
Political Officer 
NEA/lPA 
(202) 647-4132 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

SMART Core 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2021/07/06 

Wednesday, July 06, 2011 06:13:54 

Martin, Leah A (Athens) 

ATHENS-SMARTS; JERUSALEM-SMARTS; MILAN-SMARTS; SMARTS, Reykjavik; Valletta, 
SMARTS; GENEVA, SMARTS; BAKU-SMARTS; SOFIA-SMARTS; NICOSIA, SMARTS; 
TBILISI, SMARTS; BARCELONA, SMARTS; OSLO-SMARTS; Stockholm-SMARTS; 
BELGRADE-SMARTS; Dushanbe, SMARTS; VILNIUS, SMARTS; VATICAN, SMARTS; 
THEHAGUE-SMARTS; USNATO, SMARTS; YEREVAN-SMARTS; PODGORICA, SMARTS; 
SKOPJE, SMARTS; MOSCOW-SMARTS; WARSAW-SMARTS; ANKARA-SMARTS; TALLINN, 
SMARTS; Sarajevo, SMARTS; PARIS-SMARTS; BERN, SMARTS; UNVIE-SMARTS; LISBON, 
SMARTS; DUBLIN, SMARTS; Tashkent, SMARTS; BRUSSELS-SMARTS; OSCE-SMARTS; 
ISTANBUL, SMARTS; BUDAPEST-SMARTS; FRANKFURT, SMARTS; ZAGREB-SMARTS; 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer[ 
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LJUBLJANA-SMARTS; MADRID-SMARTS; KYIV-SMARTS; Ottawa-Smarts; HELSINKI­
SMARTS; ASTANA-SMARTS; TiranaSMARTS; Bishkek, SMARTS; LONDON-SMARTS; 
BRATISLAVA-SMARTS; PRAGUE, SMARTS; HAMBURG-SMARTS; Riga, SMARTS; USEU­
SMARTS; ROME, SMARTS; KRAKOW-SMARTS; BERLIN-SMARTS; LU:XEMBOURG­
SMARTS; NAPLES, SMARTS; Copenhagen-SMARTS; MUNICH-SMARTS; CHISINAU­
SMARTS; Pristina, SMARTS; Ashgabat, SMARTS; USUN, SMARTS; BUCHAREST-SMARTS; 
VIENNA-SMARTS; PMAT (Pol-Mil Action Team); cklotter@fbi.sgov.gov; 
r @incirlik.af smil. mil;/ @incirlik.af.smil.mil;/ @dia.smil.mil; 
/ @dia.smil.mil 

Subject: Greece Bans Departure of Flotilla Vessels to Gaza, Offers to Deliver Aid 

CONFIDENTIAL 

MRN: 

Date/DTG: 

From: 

Action: 

E.O.: 

TAGS: 

Reference: 

Pass Line: 

Subject: 

11ATHENS407 

Jul 06, 2011/061512Z JUL 11 

AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

WASHDC, SECSTATE ROUTINE 

13526 

PREL, PHUM, PHSA, PTER, KCSY 
A) 11 ATHENS 383 
B) 11 ATHENS 349 

AMEMBASSY ASTANA PASS TO AMCONSUL ALMATY 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA PASS TO AMCONSUL ADANA 
AM EMBASSY ROME PASS TO AMCONSUL FLORENCE 
AM EMBASSY PARIS PASS TO AMCONSUL STRASBOURG 
AM EMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK 
AM EMBASSY VILNIUS PASS TO AMEMBASSY MINSK 
AM EMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL YEKATERINBURG 
AM EMBASSY BERLIN PASS TO AMCONSUL LEIPZIG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PASS TO AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 

Greece Bans Departure of Flotilla Vessels to Gaza, Offers to Deliver Aid 

1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 
81 

1. {C) SUMMARY: The Greek government's decision on July 1 to prohibit the departure of ships from Greek ports 

intended for Gaza was a significant shift from Greece's previous, less visibly confrontational, approach towards 

"Flotilla II - Stay Alive" Gaza vessels and activists. Over the July 4 weekend two boats attempting to depart 

Greek ports, in violation of the ban, were intercepted by the Hellenic Coast Guard, resulting in the arrest of the 

AMCIT captain of one of the boats. Also over the weekend, Gaza flotilla activists protested the Coast Guard 

action at the American Embassy and the Embassy Mission Residence {EMR).I 

Greek Ban on Departure of Ships to Gaza 

2 
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2. (SBU) On July 1, the Ministry of Citizen Protection released a notice to flotilla participants that the departure of 

ships with Greek and foreign flags from Greek ports to the maritime area of Gaza was prohibited, and that the 

Hellenic Coast Guard would take all appropriate measures to enforce the decision. Despite the departure ban 

by the Greek government (as well as an order to remain in port due to unresolved questions about the vessel's 

documentation and seaworthiness), the American-flagged vessel "Audacity of Hope" attempted to depart the 

Greek port of Pera ma, near Piraeus on July 1. The ·Hellenic Coast Guard intercepted the vessel and after a 

standoff at sea, the ship consented to return to port. 

3. (SBU) The American captain was arrested by Greek authorities upon the ship's return to port. Embassy Athens 

provided regular consular services to Arndt members of this year's "Flotilla II - Stay Alive" US Boat to Gaza 

organization both before and after the captain's arrest. On June 24, American Citizens Services (ACS) Chief and 

Counsel General met with AMCIT flotilla participants to provide a consular briefing and ACS Chief had regular 

contact with the captain and his attorney, including a meeting on July 5 to verify that he was in good health, 

understood his arrest, had legal representation, and that authorities were treating him well. The captain was
1 

released on July 6 without bail. There will be a trial at some point, but the captain will not have to return to 

Greece. 

4. 

~------~ 
According to Embassy sources, a total of nine ships intending to participate in the flotilla 

docke~ around Greece. Two of those, the "Audacity of Hope" and "Tahrir", defied the departure ban, 

prompting Coast Guard action. Seven have remained docked. 

1 .4(D) 
81 

5. (SBU) On July 1 some 35 demonstrators assembled outside the American Embassy to protest on behalf of the 

Gaza flotilla. On the evening of July 3, a group of eight people from the US Boat to Gaza organization assembled 

at the American Embassy and presented a letter calling for U.S. officials to defend their rights to sail out of 

Greece to Gaza and to request 50 tickets to the Embassy's upcoming Independence Day celebration. On both 

occasions the protesters dispersed peacefully. On July 4, nine demonstrators assembled outside the EMR. The 

demonstrators were taken into custody briefly for identification checks after stating they planned to sleep on 

the sidewalk in front of the EMR. The demonstrators spent under two hours in the station and were released. 

They were never placed under arrest. 

6. (SBU) In addition to the group's regular website updates and Tweets, the Embassy has received roughly 500 

calls and emails since July 1 asking the USG to put pressure on Greece to allow the flotilla to proceed to Gaza. 

Greek Proposal to Deliver Humanitarian Aid to Gaza 

7. (SBU) PM Papandreou spoke.by phone with Palestinian Authority leader Mahmoud Abbas on July 3. According 

to reports, Abbas positively viewed a Greek government proposal to facilitate the transport of humanitarian aid 

to Gaza, in cooperation with the United Nations. The proposal was confirmed later in the day when the MFA 

3 
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released a statement announcing Greece's intention to undertake the task of transporting humanitarian aid to 

Gaza through "appropriate channels." The statement also reiterated Greece's ban on departure from Greek 

ports primarily to protect human life and stressed Greece's concurrent view that the naval blockade should be 

lifted. The MFA announced plans to liaise with all concerned parties, while flotilla organizers and activists 

decried both the Greek government's intent and Abbas' alleged backstabbing collusion with the Greeks. 

8. (C),----------------~~--~~--_,_._ c____ _ _J 

COMMENT 

. 1.4(B) 
1.4(0) 
B1 

9. (C) On June 22. the Greek MFA issued a strongly worded statement discouraging its citizens from participating 

in the flotilla,I 

Signature: 

Classified By: 

Reason: 

Declassify on: 
Drafted By: 

Cleared By: 

Approved By: 

Released By: 

SMITH 

Name: Daniel B. Smith, Title: Ambassador 

1.4 (b), (d) 

2021/07/06 
ATHENS:Martin, Leah A (Athens) 

POL:Cockrell, John D (Athens) 

POL:lawton, Daniel J (Athens) 

Brandeis, Charles D (Athens) 

Smith, Stuart M (Athens) 

Miller, Thomas S (Athens) 

Brandeis, Katherine (Athens) 

EXEC:Smith, Daniel B (Athens) 

ATHENS:Martin, Leah A (Athens) 
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Info: 

Attachments: 

Action Post: 

Dissemination Rule: 

JERUSALEM, AMCONSUL ROUTINE; EUROPEAN POLITICAL COLLECTIVE ROUTINE; 

ZEN/AMCONSUL ALMATY; ZEN/AMCONSUL ADANA; ZEN/AMCONSUL FLORENCE; 
ZEN/AMCONSUL STRASBOURG; ZEN/AMCONSUL VLADIVOSTOK; 
ZEN/AMEMBASSY MINSK; ZEN/AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF; ZEN/AMCONSUL 
YEKATERINBURG; ZEN/AMCONSUL LEIPZIG; ZEN/AMCONSUL ST PETERSBURG 

Metadata.dat 

Released Copy 
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!RELEASED IN PART 1.4(El),El1,1.4(D),El6] 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Brownstein, David P 
Monday, July 18, 2011 1 :40 PM 
Feltman, Jeffrey D; NEA-IPA-DL 
NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

FW: (S/NF) FRENCH BOAT HEADING FOR G9 f 1.4(8) 
I I 1.4(D) 
FRENCH BOAT NO LONGER HEADE_D TO GAZA; FRENCH BOAT HEADED TOWAFB1 
GAZA; Reuters article - July 18, 2011.pdf; 7-17-11 Communique -A French Boat for 
Gaza.docx; 7-18-11 Gaza ship - passenger list.docx 

Importance: High 

Categories: Working 

This document is UNCLASSIFJED//NOFORN when separated from SECRET//NOFORN attachrnent(s). 
Classification: SECRETl/NOFORN 
Classified by: Christopher C Klein, Acting Minister Counselor for Political Affairs, Pol, State 
Reason: 1.4{b). (d) 
Declassify On: 2021/07/18 

From: Miller, James N 
Sent: Monday, July 18, 20111:17 PM 
To: Shampaine, Nicole D; Schedlbauer, Amy W; Cockrell, John D (Athens); Berns, David B; Eussen, Matthew M; 
Silverman, Robert J; Eussen, Matthew M; Dautrich, Jack T; Waters, John R; Harrington, Kimberly D; NEA-Staff-Assistants­
DL; Parrs, Walter; Blome, Donald A; Tueller, Matthew H; Walles, Jacob 
Cc: Klein, Christopher C; Bain, Wallace R; McCawley, David; Bofill, Mariju L; Taplin, Mark A; Klein, Christopher C; Sharma, 
Sujata; Bain, Wallace R; Bauer, Jen M; Weinrauch, Mi"-"~-------------~ 
Subject: (S/NF) FRENCH BOAT HEADING FOR G/lll. 

~--------------~ 
Importance: High 

+Jake Walles, Nicole Shampaine and Amy Schedlbauer 

James N. Miller 
Political Affairs 
U.S. Embassy Paris 
millerjn@state.sgov.gov 
+33-(0)14-312-2575 

This document is SECRET//NOFORN when separated from SECRET/INOFORN attachmenl(s). 
Classification: SECRET//NOFORN 
Classified by: Christopher C Klein. Acting Minister Counselor for Political Affairs, Pol, State 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d} 
Declassify On: 2021/07118 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer] 
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From: Miller, James N 
Sent: Monday, July 18, 2011 7:15 PM 
To: Cockrell, John D (Athens); Berns, David B; Eussen, Matthew M; Silverman, Robert J; Eussen, Matthew M; Dautrich, 
Jack T; Waters, John R; Hanington, Kimberly D; NEA-Staff-Assistants-DL; Parrs, Walter; Blome, Donald A; Tueller, 

~~~~~~,HChristopher C; Bain, Wallace R; McCawley, David; Bofill, Mariju L; Taplin, Mark A; Klein, Christopher C~ ·11~))1a, 
Sujata; Bain, Wallace R; Bauer, Jen M; Weinrauch, Marissa · 
Subject: (S/NF) FRENCH BOAT HEADING FOR GAZA B 1 
Importance: High 

S A French boat carr in 16 assengers of French, Canadian, Israeli and other nationalities 

1.4(B) 
1.4(D) 
B1 

~--------------------------:~~J 
B11.4(B) 

1.4(D) 
B1 

(SBU) The passenger list provided to the French by the organizers (attached) notably includes two Israeli citizens, 
including I I Two Al Jazeera journalists are also on board, along with representatives of B6 
Flotilla boats from Sweden, Canada and Greece. See attached for a translation of the French boat's official press release. 

(U) The French MFA spokesman today reiterated the GOF position on the Flotilla, advising French citizens not to take 
part in the flotilla because of the risks it poses, and because other means exist to transfer humanitarian aid. He also said 
Israel has to do more to transfer humanitarian aid to Gaza. Here is the full text of his statement: 

We are following closely updates on the progress of the boat, "Dignity Al Karama." We have advised our 
nationals not to participate in a new flotilla destined for Gaza, in light of the security risks that they take in this 
enterprise. These initiatives can only reinforce the tensions that currently exist. Humanitarian aide destined for 
Gaza should transit through land routes, which are the most effective and most responsible means to help the 
civilian population of Gaza. 

This call for responsible behavior does not change our position on the Gaza blockade, which must be lifted. It is 
crucial that Israeli authorities facilitate the delivery of international aid to Gaza. The development and 
reconstruction projects carried out by the United Nations must equally be able to operate without obstacles. 
Foreign visitors must have access to the Palestinian territories. 

(U) For background and context, I've attached some of our previous reporting on the "Dignity Al Karama," and an article 
from Reuters. 

James N. Miller 
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Political Affairs 
U.S. Embassy Paris 
millerjn@state.sgov.gov 
+33-(0)14-312-2575 

This document is SECRET//NOFORN when separated from SECRET//NOFORN attachment(s). 
Classification: SECRET/INOFORN 
Classified by: Christopher C Klein, Acting Minister Counselor for Polltjcal Affairs, Pol, State 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2021107/18 

From: Bofill, Marlju L 
Sent: Monday, July 18, 2011 2:45 PM 
To: Miller, James N; Sharma, Sucheta 
CC: Klein, Christopher c; Bain, Wallace R; Mccawley, David 
Subject: FW: Gaza Flotilla Update 1: M/V Dignite location (S/NF) 

FYI 

From: Masliyah, Amir P 
Sent: Sunday, July 17, 2011 3:50 PM 
To: Quanrud, Pamela G; Turner, Michael A; Mohamoud, Safia O; Miranda, Anthony; NEA-ELA-DL; Cutrona, Aimee; Austin, 
Jonathan T; SES_DutyDeputies; S_SpecialAssistants; D(S); D(N); P; R_Special Assistants; PA FO Group; NEA-Staff­
Assistants-DL; ca-staffers-mailbox; Ops_Targeted_Alerts_EUR_DL 
Cc: DS Command Center; SES-0 
Subject: Gaza Flotilla Update I: M/V Dlgnite locatiOn (S/NF) 

(S/NF) Media report the French-flag vessel MN Dignite is en route to Gaza. Embassy Athens receiv(1.4(B) 
confirmation from thel ~hat MN Dignite left the island ofKastelorizo (Southeasl1.4(D) 
Mediterranean near the Greek border with Turkey) July 16 81 

Previous update sent 7 /16/11 at 1316 EDT: 

(SBU) Audacity of Hope organizers have renewed their telephone campaign seeking State Department 
assistance for American citizens participating in the flotilla to Gaza. Flotilla supporters claim Greek authorities 
have cut all electricity and power to the Audacity of Hope and are preventing American citizens on board from 
leaving the docked boat. 

(SBU) Embassy Athens reports the Audacity of Hope continues to have generator power. Post is in regular 
touch with the organizers and has advised the group to seek legal assistance to resolve title and other legal 
issues concerning the boat. 

(SBU) As of 1830 EDT, approximately 99 public callers have contacted the Operations Center Julyl6 
regarding the Gaza flotilla. 
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jRELEASED IN PART B6j 

Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Snipes, Christopher K 
Wednesday, June 29, 201110:46 AM 
Riley, Robert J; Gregonis, Meghan E 
NEA-IPA-DL; Goodman, /Ian A 

Doc No. C18750922 Date: 12/17/2012 

Subject: FW: (C omorrow's Flotilla 

Categories: Working 

A little info. on flotilla departure and what they intend to have on the boats, according to one of the participants. 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Derived From: Derived from previous message in thread. 
Declassify On: 2021/06/29 

From: Lawton, Daniel J {Athens) 
Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2011 10:17 AM 
To: Snipes, Christopher K; Goodman, Ilan A 
Cc: Smith, Daniel B (Athens); Miller, Thomas s (Athens) 
Subject: FW: (C) omorrow's Flotilla 

FYI. Regards, Dan L. 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: Vaida Vidugiris, Political Officer 
Reason: 1.4(d) 
Declassify On: 2021/06/29 

From: Vidugiris, Valda (Athens) 
Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2011 4:49 PM 
To: Lawton, Daniel J (Athens) 
Cc: Cockrell, John D (Athens); Martin, Leah A (Athens) 
Subject: (C omorrow's Flotilla 

'--------------------------- oday shared the following information with us 
regarding the flotilla: 

----- - ---- ·-- - ----- - -- - -. ----·-· - - . ------ -- -- ·- - -·-·· 
• The first tranche of ships will depart tomorrow, June 30, from different undisclose_d ports.to an undisclosed. 

location (the boats will not/not be heading to the Israeli-designated port). tated that they will not 
.be.handi~g o~er the s~ppiies to th~ israelis for-t~a~sfer to the .intended~ecipients, adding that "the waters 
around Gaza do not belong neither to the Israelis nor to the Palestinians." 

• I ~ill be aboard one of the ships tomorrow (he participated in last year's flotilla as well). According 
to him, the vessels can hold up to 50 persons/each. He stated that 

~~~~~~~~~~~~___] 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
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and noted that many·Jews will be traveling in addition to academics and parliamentarians from other countries 
(naming a couple of Scandinavian countries), as well as "many Americans." 

• According tol ~he ships will have medicine, construction material, and ready-assembled houses B6 
on board; he stated that there will be no/no weapons aboard the vessels. 

Sensitivity: Sensitive 
Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: Vaida Vidugiris, Political Officer 
Reason: 1.4(d) 
Declassify On: 2021/06/29 
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Bowers, Allyson M 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

FYI from Ankara. 

From: Howard, Jeremiah H 

Gregonis, Meghan E 
Thursday, June 30, 2011 8:19 AM 
NEA-IPA-DL 
EUR-SE-TU-DL 
(SBU) No IHH Participation in Freedom Flotilla 2 

(RELEASED IN PART 1.4(B),B1,1.4(D)I 

Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2011 7:49 AM 
To: Silliman, Douglas A; 'Godfrey, Anthony F.'; EUR-SE-TU-DL 
Cc: Ahn, Michael; Hay, Andrew W 
Subject: (SBU) No IHH Participation in Freedom Flotma 2 

CONFIDENTIAL 

1.4(8) 
1.4(D) 
81 

Citing a meeting he had had last Tuesday at IHH, here told me June 30 none of the 
NGO's members will be participating in Freedom Flotilla 2. IHH representatives plan to hail some flotilla vessels at 
European departure ports, but they won't board. 

1_ __________ _Jal,rso"--"to"'ld"-'-[ --~--'-'~he NGO had been instructed not to speak publicly about 
its disengagement from the flotilla. I ~ould not identify the source of that instruction. 

Jeremiah Howard 
Political Counselor, Acting 
Embassy Ankara - Turkey 
T: 90 312 457-7149 
IVG: 295-7149 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified by: J. Howard, NPOLCOUNS 
Reason: 1.4(b), (d) 
Declassify On: 2021/06/30 

(REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer) 
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Doc No. C18750952 Date: 12/17/2012 

Historic FF2 Chronological Tlmeline 

- (U) On 29 Jun, the number of expected participating activists reportedly dropped from 1,500 to 350. 
The Israeli government was hopeful that a continued delay of the launch would lead to a further drop in 
the number of vessels and participants. The more the "organizers and participants have to run in place in 
Athens," the better it is for Israel, one official said. Bureaucratic delays, strikes at Greek ports and 
damaged ships continue to delay the flotilla. (Source: JPost.com) 

- (U) On 29 Jun, Defense Minister Ehud Barak downplayed Israeli worries about the Gaza fiotilla. Barak 
told a local television channel that while he has directed the IDF to stop the flotilla by force, if necessary, 
he believed that while pockets of resistance were possible, flotilla participants this year would be less 
violent than last year's. According to the open source, political and military leaders are in fact more 
worried about the implications Of the state comptroller's report on the raid on 2010's Gaza flotilla, a draft 
of which was recently submitted to senior officials. (Source: Haaretz.com) 

- (U) On 28 Jun, Israel Defense Ministry proposed confiscating the ships that attempt to break the naval 
blockade to Gaza. a move aimed at deterring future flotillas. Israeli press reporting indicates IDF claims 
they have intelligence showing some flotilla participants are planning to use violence and possibly 
chemical weapons against the troops. Flotilla members claim this is an attempt to justify IDF violence. 
(Source: Jerusalem Post) 

- (U) On 27 Jun, the Israeli "Lawfare" Group took responsibility for lodging the complaint against flotilla 
ship AUDACITY OF HOPE. Free Gaza Movement (FGM) organizers and AUDACITY OF HOPE 
passengers believe the complaint was frivolous and are now confident the Greek government will allow 
them to depart Greece. 

1.4(8) 
1.4(C) 
1.4(0) 
B1 

- (U) On 27 Jun, the "Freedom Flotilla II (FF2)- Stay Human" press conference occurred in Athens but no 
specific ship names, departure dates, launch times, or rendezvous date, time, or area were revealed. 
Organizers also withheld the length of time the flotilla would remain at the rendezvous area before 
heading south. In short, FF2 spokespersons stated the fiotilla will press forward with their departure plans 
despite Israel's warnings. 

- (U) On 27 Jun, after two days of closed-doors meetings, the Israeli ministers committee on security 
affairs voted in favor of the navy plans to stop the FF2 flotilla from breaching the Israeli-imposed naval 
blockade on the Palestinian territory, giving the army authority to use "all necessary means" during the 
operation. The Israeli cabinet has ordered Israeli troops to operate with "maximal restraint and avoid 
clashes with activists on board the vessels." 

Classification Extended - Class: SECRET- Reason:D1.4(B), 1.4(C), 1.4(D), 81 -
Declassify on: 06/01/2021 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18750952 Date: 12/17/2012 



StateDept04096

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of Slate Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C1 tJfoU~o2 Uate: 12/1 f/2012 

1.4(8) 
1.4(C) 
1.4(0) 
81 

• {U) On 22 Jun, USDOS warned US citizens against taking part in the flotilla and to avoid all travel to the 
Gaza Strip, citing threats to themselves as well as US interests. (STATE) 
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\. . 

Coleman, Ch:annaine DRL 

From: 
Seot: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Premrrom 

I 11 
Thursday, June 03, 201vi :12 PM 
Gaza Flotilla Monitoring roup 
FW: Australian commen on the Gaza Flotilla incident [SEC=UNCLASSIFIEOJ 
100601 Australian FM s~ment to Parliam. ent on Gaza flotilla incidentpdf; 100602 Australian 
PM statement to Parliam-rnt on Gaza flotilla incident.pdf; 100603 Australian FM comments to 
media on Gaza flotilla in ent.pdf 

[RELEASED IN PART 86) 

I attach below, fior your reference, statements on the aza flotilla incident made to Parliament by Australia's Prime 
Minister Kevin R:udd and Foreign Minister Stephen S Ith. Also attached is Mr Smith's most recent media interview on the 
subject 

Prime Minister F~udd spoke to Prime Minister Netany' hu on the evening of 1 June to reiterate the Australian 
Government's deep concern at the loss of life and inj rles that occurred as part of the Israeli Defence Force operation. 

Mr Rudd told Mr Netanyahu that Israel needed to mo. r nt an independent enquiry into the incident so that all fac~ could be 
established and informed judgement made about the events surrouhding the incident 

Foreign Minister Smith told Parliament on 1 June tha the onus was on Israel to conduct a credible and transparent 
investigation into the matter, and that the imlestigatioh should be subject to the scrutiny of the international community. 

Australian leadurs have called for an easing of the bl ckade to enable aid and humanitarian assistance to be delivered to 
Gaza. They hav·e reiterated Australia's view that the long-tenn solution must be an enduring peace In the Middle East 
where both Israelis and Palestinians can live in peace 

Australia continues to strongly support the state of ls~ael and its security. The Prime Minister reiterated to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu our strong support for Israel. in Parliam:f t on the 2nd of June, Prime Minister Rudd said that Australia 
understood the unique security challenges that lsra j faced from Iran and the terrorist organisations that Iran supported. 

Please let me know if you would like any further information on Australia's position. -

Regards 

Peter 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: haron Ahmad, Senior Reviewer 

I ~ 
Embassy of Australia 
1601 Massach1Jsetts Avenue, NW 
Washington DC 20036 
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Law, Rosemarrv C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

IRELEAS,ED IN PART 1.4(8),81, 1.4{D)J 

Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Tuesday, June 01, 2010 7 48 AM 
Dolan, JoAnn; Jacobson, I lnda; Baumert, Kevin A; Aswad. Evelyn M 

I I 

I 

I 
I 
81 
1.4(8) 
1.4(0) 

From: Koh, Harold Hongju I 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Harris, Robert K; Cleveland[ Sarah H; Donoghue, Joan E; Pomper, Stephen E; Joyce Anne 
Sent: Tu~ 07·21 ·04 2010 

~~m=~ I 
Harold Hongju Koh 
The Legal Adviser 
U.S. Department of State 
Suite 6421 
2201 C St. NW 
Washington, DC ~~0520-6421 
202 647 9598 office 
202 262 8295 mo bile 
202 64 7 7096 fax 

!Classified by DAS, A/GIS, DoS on: 12/11/201.4 Class: Confidential - Reason:0 1.4{8), 1.4(0), 81 I 
__ J- Declassify on: 06-01 -2030 

From: Alan .KesSE~l@international.gc.ca <Alan.Kessel@international.gc.ca> 
To: Koh, Harold ~tongju 
Sent: Tue Jun 01 04:13:28 2010 

subjm:I ..... ----- - - --- -----;-----' 

Alan H. Kessel 
The Legal Adviser/Le Jurisconsulte (JFM) 
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade/Ministere des Affaires etrangeres et du Commerce intern4tional 
125 Sussex Drive Ottawa, Ontario K1 A OG2Canada 
Tel: (613) 995-8901 
Fax: (613) 944-0St45 
e-mail: alan.kessol@international.gc.ca [REVIEW ~UTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewed 
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I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

811 
1.4(8) 
1.4(0 

.... ___ _l _ ·····-··--··· .. - --------!---- ---- ------·-- .. 
(Alan.Kessel §>international.gc.ca [mailto:Alan.Kessel@internat ional.gdca :From 

Monday, May 31, 2010 7:561PM :Sent 
I o 

I ~ubject 
'-----!------------------~,~ 

I 

Alan 

Alan H. Kessel I 
The Legal Adviser/Le Jurisconsulte (JFM) I 
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade/ v'linistere des Affaires etrangeres et du Commerce intern~tional 
125 Sussex DriveOttawa, Ontario K1 A OG2Canada I 
Tel: (613) 995-8901 I 
Fax: (613) 944-0845 
e-mail: alan.kesseil@international.gc.ca 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
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BlRL~~Mi~ MiLLETLER NEZDiND · 
TURidYE DAiMi TEMSiLCiLiGi 

2010/TurkWlo PT/23224 

PERMANENT MISSION OF TURKEY 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

The Permanent Mission of Turkey presen its compliments to the Permanent Mission of United 
States c1f America and has the honour to enclose herewith a letter from H.E. Mr. Ahmed 
Davuto~;lu, Foreign Minister of Turkey dressed to H.E. Mrs. Hillary Rod.ham Clinton1Foreign 
Minister of United States of America r gardiog the international investigation of the Israeli · 
attack 0111 the humanitarian aid convoy to aza on 31 May 2010. 

The ori€:inal of the letter will follow in du course. 

The Permanent Mission of Turkey avails itself of this opportunity to reiterate to the Permanent 
Mission of United States of America the surances of its highest consideration. 

New York, 20 September2010 

The Pennanent Mjssion of United States America to the UN 
NewYo·rk 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahma , Senior Reviewe 
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!RELEASED IN FULLJ 

l 9 Septem.be:r 2010 

Dear Colleague, 

I would like to infoun you of the. recent evelopments in the investigation of the Israeli a ck 
on the jnternational humanitarian aid co 1 voy on 3 t May 201 O. You will recall that the att ek 
took place in intemationa1 waters 72 mil s from the n.eru:est coast and resulted in the killing of 
eight Turkish and one US citizen. 

The UN Secretary-General set up a four- Panel oflnquiry on 2 August 2010, to fulfill~he 
mandate contained in the Presidential S tement of the UN Security Council of 1 June 2 10 
which called for a prompt, imparti.al, c edible and transparent investigation conforming to 
international standards. ' 

In ord1er to facilitate the work of UN Panel1 Turkey has established a Natiotal 
Commiiss~on of Inquiry. 'The Turkish Co ission carried out an objective and diligent stu y, 
by inspecting three of the ships in tbe c nvoy, receiving verbal and written testim.onies fr m 

several witnesses and examining the le al. implications of the attack with the help of so , e 
prominent international lawyers. The ulting iJJterim report aod its voluminous fac~al 

attachments., incturung . . autopsy. reports ~d witness accounts. were. presented to the UN P,~l 
oflnquiry 0111 September 2010. 

The Turkish Commission is satisfie that the Turkish authorities discharged th~ir 
respon~:ib.ilities in full conformity w:ith · c Turkish legislation. prior to the departure of . ·e 
Mavi Marmara vessel ;from Turkey. Th vessel. and its cargo were thoroughly searched a .d 
screened. The passengers went through .rigorous passport controls and x-ray checks. le 
Tut\cisbt Commission concluded that the sraeJi forces resorted deliberately and unlawfully o 
vioknoe against the civilians. 

The UN Panel of lnquiry appreciated t e submission of the interim report of tbe Turki 
Cammi ssion of Inquiry. Israel is yet to p:r nt its own report to the Panel. 

We ex.piect the UN Panel of Inquir.y to · igently pursue the matter: it m-qst id~nti:fy the fa ts 
about the military attack on a civilian h manitarian convoy and the killing of nine civili s. 
Its aim shouJd be to investjgatc the incid · nt. As a re.suit, Israel should forma.lly apologize 
compensate the wounded and the familie of the deceased. 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sh ron Ahmad, Senior Revie~e~ I 
I . 
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As envisaged~ the UN Panel presented n initial progress report to the UN Secretary-Gen~ral 
before: 15 September 2010, outlinio the stage reached in its activities. Iu view of 
intem.ational expectations relating to th investigation, we wish the UN authorities had sh ed 
the tJl'{ Panel's progress report with th general public. This would have been in line with he 

princit>le of transparency, referred co inte UN Security Council's Presidential Statement J 
June 2010; as well as the Panel's opera g principles, outlined in the UN Secretary-Gen 
statement of 2 August 2010 on the lishrnent of the Panel. We expect the UN Secre 
General to continue his personal engag ent 1nto the matter. 

There is another UN effort; the Fact Fi din.g Missjon of the Human Rights Council base in 
Geneva, whose three-member team visi ed Turkey in August to gather first-hand informat on 
and toi talk to some of tbe passengers board the Ma.vi Marmara. I met them iu per.son ~nd 
was impressed "'ith their professionaU m and commitment. We look forward to having ~e 
report of the Fact Finding Mjssion. 

I woulld appreciate it very much if you uld consider the possibility of including a referenle, 
in the national statements before the eneral Assembly on behalf of The United Stateslof 
America, to the attack on the humani ·an convoy and the need for spee~ imparti~lity td 
transp:arency in the work of the Sccretar -GencraP s Panel of Inquiry. 

Seeking your personal engagement on 

H.E. Ms. Hillary Rodham Clintoa 

Secretairy of State 

Of The United States of America 

· s issue: t remain. 

Yours faithfuJl.y, 

Ahmet Davutoglu 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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RELEASED IN 
FULL 

T K.(NGPOINTS 

-TI1e United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC) decided to set up an Independent 
Int•~mational Fact Finding Mission ( M) on June 2, 2010, in order to investigate the facts 
and circumstances surrounding the att ck carried out by Jsrael on May 3 l, 20 I 0, against an 
intc:mational humanitarian aid convoy the international waters of the Mediterranean which 
resu.1lted in the killing of eight Turks an one U.S. citizen. 

-11he IFFM presented its report to the C on September 22, 20 J 0. The report was a produ~ 
of a comprehensive and detailed study. 

- During its meeting on September 29, 2010, the HRC welcomed the report of the IFFM and 
endlorsed the conclusions contained in i report. 

- The HRC has also decided 'to folio up the implementation of the IFFM's report at its 
sixteenth session. 

-The sixteenth session of the HRC is c tly underway in Geneva. 

- On behalf of Turkey, the Organiza ion of the Islamic Conference will present a draft 
resolution to the HRC on March 23-2 2011, requesting the follow up of the Fact Finding. 
Mission's report during its seventeenth ssion in June 2011. I 

I 
- Turkey holds that report of the JFF ':as a r~sult of an obj~t~ve and in~ependent legal! 
process and that its implementation by e mtetnationaJ commumty 1s of great importance. 

- Turkey expects the members of the :C to ensure that the principles of accountability and 
prevention of impunity are regarded a cordial and inviolable, thus remain upheld by alt 
cou1ntrics. 

- Turkey further believes that the U ·ited States will be steadfast in supporting these 
principles. 

- Accordingly, Turkey requests the sup rt of the United States towards this resolutiont or-, 
should this not be viewed possible, ntion is exercised during the voting to take place on 
March 23-25, 2011. 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior 
Reviewer 
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lRELEAS;ED IN PART 81 ,83 CIA-P0,85,83 C~IA-SM, 1.4(0), 1.4(C),BSI 

Logg, Cristina A 

From: 

I Wednesday, JuM 29, 201111,16 /lJI. Sent: 
~- Francis J· Silli nan Doualas A- Witmer Kami A 

J51 

To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: I 

1.4(C) 
~----+------------1.4(0) 

81 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET//NOFORN 

86 

Ambassador, this is the latest I have on he Freedom Flotilla. The fourt h ship listed 
below, the Cha1llenger, j I 85 · 

Vr, D 86 I 

86 

1 

~:VIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahm;•d, Senior Reviewe~ 
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Classification: SECRET 
Caveats: NOFOHN 

Good morning :J2 -
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I lwill continue to provi de daily updates. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~+-~--l 

Request: all addees conti'nue to plea5e feed updates to USEUCOM theat er all-source 
fusion analysts center at I I This will help to ensure 
accuracy, timeliness, rel evancy, and disse i\inatlon i:o senior ~eadership at all levels . 

Convention : Bl ue is new. 

1.4(C) 
1.4(0) 
81 
83 CIA-SM 

(U} The international "Freedom Flotilla I (FF2} - Stay Human" will include 10 ships, at 
least two of which are cargo boats carryirg aid, while the rest are passenger ships carrying 
hundreds ctf people, among them, politiciars, MEPs, writers, religious faith representatives, 
people ctf arts and culture and activists. Press releases indicates many TV crews will be also 
on board (CNN, NBC, Al-Jazeera, et al) as well as journalists sent by various world media and 
newspapers. "Stay Human" was selected in I onor of 36-year old Italian pro-Palestinian 
activist Vittorio Arrigoni, who was killec 14 Apr 2011 a~er being kidnapped in Gaza City by 
Salafist radicals . 

SITREP follow1s; 

BLUF: As of this writing, the Freedom Flit>tilla II (FF2) has not formed i.e., ships have NOT 
commenced southbound transit towards Gaza 

3 
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(U) Political Developments: 

- (U) On 28 Jun, Isra!!l Defense Ministry ~roposed confiscating the ships that attempt to 
break the naval blockade to Gaza, a move c:imed at deterring futu re flotillas. Israeli press 
reporting ind:icates IDF claims they have jntelligence showing some flotilla participants are 
planning to U!Se violence and possibly chenical weapons against the troops. Flotilla members 
claim this is an attempt to justify IDF vjolence. {Source: Jerusalem Post) 

- (U) On 27 Jun, the Israeli "Lawfare" Gr>up took responsibility for lodging the complaint 
against floti.lla ship AUDACITY OF HOPE . ree Gaza Movement {FGM) organizers and AUDACITY OF 
HOPE passengers believe the complaint was frivolous and are now confident the Greek 
government wUl allow them to depart Gree e. 

- (U) On 27 :iun, the "Freedom Flotilla II (FF2) - Stay Human" press conference occurred in 
Athens but. n<> specific ship names, departure dates, launch times, or rendezvous date, time, 
or area were revealed. 
Organizers al so withheld the length of time the flotilla would remain at the rendezvous area 
before heading south. In short, FF2 spokespersons stated the flotilla will press forward with 
their departure plans despite Israel's warnings. 

- (U) On 27 Jun, a~er two days of close<:-doors meetings, the Israeli ministers COllllllittee on 
security affairs voted in favor of the nc;vy plans to stop the FF2 flotilla from breaching the 
Israeii-imposed naval blockade on the PaJestinian territory, giving the army authority to use 
"all necessa1ry means" during the operatic n. The I sraeli cabinet has ordered Israeli troops to 
operate with "maximal restraint and avoic clashes with activists on board the vessels." 

C_--+---:---___J 
s 
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1.4(0) 
81 
B3 CIA-SM 

- (U) on 22 Juin, us STATE Dept warned US c tizens against taking part in t he fl~tilla and to 
avoid all travel to the Gaza Strip, citing threats to themselves as well as US interests. 
(STATE) 
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JAC MoleswoM:h will continue to keep ALCON i nformed. 

CLASSIFICATION: SECRET//NOFORN 
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UNCLASSIFIED US Department of State Case No Fl2010-04163 Doc No C18751028 Date· 12/19/2012 
!RELEASED IN PART 81 ' ~ I 
ICIA-SM, 1.4(0), 1.4(C},B6 

Logg, Cristinci1 A 

From: 

Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

I 
I uesoay, JUiy VO, "u 11 (;, I AM 
Ricciardone, Francis J 
Silliman. OouQlas A; Witm~ r Kami A 

I 

Subject: 
Attachments: I I 1.4(C) 

~------+-------------~ 1.4(0) 
Categories: Working 81 

CLASSIFICATIO~I: SECRET//NOFORN 1.4(C) 
Ambassador, c-- --------- -1---------------1.4(0) 
.-----k=~~~~=============1=~~~~~~~~~~~~81~J ~~~~ I B3CIA-SM 

Thanks, CJ Bo 

-----Orieinal Messaee---- - · 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sha on Ahmad, Senior Reviewer1 
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I Subject'! I 81 

Classification: SECRET 
1.4(C) 
1.4(0) 

Caveats: NOFORN 

Classification: SECRET 
Caveats: NOFORN 

Sir, 

Please find today's updated FF2 update. 

1.4(C) 
1.4(0) 
81 
B3 CIA-SM 

Request all continue to please feed upd~es to USEUCOM theater all-source fusion analysis 
center at (jac.watch.swo@jac.eucom .smil.nftl). 
This will hellp to ensure accuracy, timeliness, relevancy, and dissemination to senior 
leadership a1t all levels. 

1.4(C) 
1.4(0) 
81 
B3 CIA-SM 

(U) The international "Freedom Flotilla II (FF2) - Stay Human" will include 10 ships, at 
least two of which are cargo boats carrying aid, while the rest are passenger ships carrying 
hundreds of people, among them, politicians, MEPs, writers, religious faith representatives, 
people of arts and culture and activists. Press releases indicates many TV crews will be also 
on board (CNN, NBC, Al-Jazeera , et al) as well as journalists sent by various world media and 
newspapers. "Stay Human" was selected in honor of 36-year old Italian pro-Palestinian 
activist Vit1:orio Arrigoni, who was killed 14 Apr 2011 after being kidnapped in Gaza City by 
Salafist radicals. 
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SITREP follow!;: 

BLUF: As of this writing, Freedom Flotilj3 II (FF2) has not formed and all vessels are in 
port. The M/V TAHRIR departed its berth i. , Crete on the evening of 4 July, but was stopped 
shortly thereafter by the Hellenic coast ~uard and forced to return to Crete. After all 
passengers on the TAHRIR claimed they wer the vessel's captain, the Hellenic Coast Guard 
detained ever)fOne onboard. The Captain o the AUDACITY OF HOPE, which was detained on 1 July 
after attemptjing to sail from Greece withJut permission, is scheduled to appear in Greek 
court today, c:harged with endangering the lives of the AUDACITY's passengers. 
The M/V LOUISE MICHEL staged a symbolic d parture on 4 July, revving its engines and honking 
its horn; how1~ver, the vessel did not actJally get underway. Open source reporting indicates 
two unidentif:ied vessels linked with FF2, ostensibly French, are operating in international 
waters off Gr•~ece; the plans and intentiors of these vessels are unknown. Additional open 
source report:ing indicates that remaining FF2 participants are tentatively scheduled to set 
sail around 5-6 July. 
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II 
1.4(C) 
1.4(0) 

u-~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~-+-~~~~~~~~~~~~B1~~~~~~~~~ 

83 CIA-SM 

(U) Political Devel opments: 

- (U//FOUO) Ac:cording to USG publically av~ilable maritime databases, the M/V AUDACITY OF 
HOPE has been confirmed as a US flagged visel, licensed in Delaware, registration number 
DL2894AF . The vessel has been assigned SCveUM R33479. The vessel is not us Coast Guard 
documented, nor has it been inspected by LISCG. (ONI, USCG) 

- (U) According to open source information, passengers onboard M/V AUDACITY OF HOPE, 
sponsored by 1the US Boat to Gaza, followed through on their claim that the vessel could set 
sail even if U did not receive permissio~ to leave port from Hellenic officials . 01 July the 
vessel did, in fact, attempt to depart Pir~eus, Greece although was stopped by the Hellenic 
Coast Guard and forced to return to port. Earlier, complaints were lodged against the vessel 
necessitating proof of seaworthiness. {CBS News, Twitter, A us Boat to Gaza website) 

- {U) According to open source information., the Israeli Navy (INF) has established two 
operating rooMs within the mess decks of INF surface combatants to help deal with casualties 
that could occur while interdicting .. Freedbm flotilla 2" vessels. The INF also expects to 
have military Med-Evac flights available and on stand-by to evacuate any personnel to shore, 
and the Israelli Defense Force {!OF) Medica~ Corps will deploy onboard ships and to Ashdod 
port . {Haaret•~) 
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1.4(0) 
B1 

----------------------+--------------------~B3CIA-SM--------~ 

- (U) On 29 Jun number of expected parti~t· pants reportedly went from 1,500 to 350 . The 
Israeli government was hopeful that a con inued delay of the launch of the Gaza-bound 
flotilla will lead to a further drop in t e number of vessels and participants. The more the 
"organizers a,nd participants have to run n place in Athens," the better is is for Israel, 
one official said. Bureaucratic delays, trikes at Greek ports and damaged ships continue to 
delay the flo1tilla, which was originally cheduled to set sail at mid-week. (Source : 
JPost.com) 

- (U) On 29 Jun Defense Minister Ehud Bar k tried downplaying Israeli wor ries about Gaza 
flotilla. Barak told a local television c annel that while he has directed the IDF to stop 
the flotilla by force, if necessary, he b lieved that while pockets of resistance were 
possible the flotilla participants this y~ar would be less violent than last year's. 
According to the open source, political at d military leaders are in fact more worried about 
the implicati.ons of the state comptroller s report on the raid on 2010' s Gaza flotilla, a 
dra~ of which was recently submitted to ~enior officials. (Source: Haaretz.com) 

1.4(C) 
1.4(0) 
B1 

- (U) On 28 Jun, Israel Defense Ministry lroposed confiscating the ships that attempt to 
break the naval blockade to Gaza, a move ;imed at deterring future flotillas. Israeli press 
reporting indicates IDF claims they have t ntelligence showing some flotilla participants are 
planning to use violence and possibly che ical weapons against the troops. Flotilla members 
claim this is an attempt to justify IDF v olence. (Source: Jerusalem Post) 
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- ·(u) on 27 :run, the Israeli "Lawfare" Gr up took responsibility for lodging the complaint 
against flotilla ship AUDACITY OF HOPE. ree Gaza Movement (FGM) organizers and AUDACITY OF 
HOPE passengE!rs believe the complaint was frivolous and are now confident the Greek 
govern•ent wl.11 all°" the• to depart Gree! e. 

- (U) On 27 :Jun, the "Freedom Flotilla II (FF2) - Stay Human" press conference occurred in 
Athens but ne> specific ship names, departLre dates, launch times, or rendezvous date, time, 
or area were revealed. 
Organizers also withheld the length of ti e the flotilla would remain at the rendezvous area 
before heading south. In short, FF2 spoke persons stated the flotilla will press forward with 
their departure plans despite Israel's wa nings. 

- (U) On 27 Jfun, after two days of closedi doors 111eetings, the Israeli ministers connittee on 
security affc1irs voted in favor of the nayy plans to stop the FF2 flotilla from breaching the 
Israeli-imposed naval blockade on the Pal~stinian territory, giving the army authority to use 
"all necessary means'' during the operatioh . The Israeli cabinet has ordered Israeli troops to 
operate with "maximal restraint and avoid clashes with activists on board the vessels." 

- (U) On 22 Jun, USDOS warned US citizens against taking part in the flotilla and to avoid 
all travel to the Gaza Strip, citing threats to themselves as well as US interests. (STATE) 
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.. 

(S) US Navy Forces 

USS MONTEREY (CG-61) remains inport Souda Bay, Greece through 8 
Jul. 
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1--~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~;.-~~~~~~~~~~~83CIA-SM 

V/r, 

c == 
CLASSIFICATION: SEC.RET //NOFORN 

10 

1.4(C) 
1.4(0) 
B1 
83 CIA-SM 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. q_epartment of State Case No. l 2010-04163 Doc No. C18751028 Date: 12/19/2012 

86 



StateDept04128

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Cas No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05130547 Date: 12/18/2012 

Law, Rosema c RELEASED IN PART 83 
-----·-----"'"""ooo-eP,85 

'-----'-----!--~ 

Baumert, Kevin A From: 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 4:21 PM 
To: Harris, Robert K; Thessi~, James H: Pomper, Stephen E: Guarin, Marc F; Jacobson, Linda 

Townley, Stephen G; Doi n, JoAnn; Gutherie, Peter A 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Sullivan, David J 
RE: 4:30 pm Gaza flotilla conference call 
RE: 4:30 pm Gaza flotilla conference call 

Call in info here, in case anyone else is going to join. 
BRIDGE NUMBEI~: 202-395-6392 
CONFEREE PASSCODE: 420 8141 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 3:05 PM 

·- · --· . ----··-···. 

To: Harris, Robert K; Donoghue, Joan E; Thessin, Ja es H; Pomper, Stephen E; Guarin, Marc F; Jacobson, Linda; 
Townley, Stephen G; Dolan, JoAnn; Gutherie, Peter 
Cc: Mortlock, David JL; Sullivan, David J 
Subj~: FW: 4: 30 pm Gaza flotilla conference call 

NSC is hosting a lawyers call focused on issues relate to the US flagged vessel{s). Would others like to Join? 

From: Egan, Brian J. mailto:Bri n J. E n nss.eo 
Sent:: Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:38 PM 
To: Charles.V.Dcirr@uscg.mil; david.arimord@dot.gov:; Kenney, Frederick CAPT; Baumert, Kevin A; I 

Sean:Thornton@do.treas.gov;I l0ob OGC; Mortlock, David JL; Sullivan, David J 83 000-CP 
Cc: Bahar, Michael 
Subject: 4:30 pm Gaza flotilla conference caU 

Brian Egan 
Deputy Legal Adviser 
National Securit\1 Staff 
202/456-9116 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ 

1 

I 

- --- --- - - ,-- . 
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Law, Rosema1ry C 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Ashley, Marc, Linda 

I I 

I 
I 

Baumert, Kevin A !REL :ASED IN PART 85,86] 
Thursday, May 27, 2010 1 >:53 AM 
Deeks, Ashley S; Guarin, I '1arc F; Jacobson, Linda 
Dolan, JoAnn; Reisser, W1 sley J 
FW: Israel Navy on Free ( aza 

C ____ _ -----,---' 
Thanks, 
Kevin 

From: Reisser, Wesley J 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 10:36 AM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn;: Goodman, Ilan A; Scarlatelli, Adam N; Holmstrom, Todd C; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Subject: RE: Isra1el Navy on Free Gaza 

Kevin 1 

Wes 

- -- ----· . ··~·- - --- --
From: Baumert, ~~evin A 
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 3 :41 PM 
To: Reisser, Wesh~y J 
Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, Uan A; Scarlatelli, Adam N; Holmstrom, Todd C 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Wes-1 

Thanks, 
Kevin 

I 

. ... --- ---- ·-- ·- .. ---- ----·· - - - - ·· - - - - -------- -------- - --.... 
From: Reisser, W•~sley J 
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 3:00 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A 
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Cc: Dolan, JoAnn; Goodman, Ilan A; Scarlatelli, Ada w· Holmstrom Todd C 
Subject: FW: Israel Navy on Free Gaza I ' ' 
Kevin 

Thanks! 
Wes 

~~=:~~=:Y~~·~~-~6, ~:o 11:~~=·- ·· · . ,1- -.. . . --·-----·-----· -· -. --
To: Schlereth, Frank G; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; B rnett, David R; Baron, Desiree A; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Eli 
Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E 
Cc: Reisser, Wesley J; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

Correction from Israel Navy -
Vessels departed Greece and are currently on the way to Cyprus. 
V/R, 
LCDR Frank Sc:h l ereth 
Assistant Naval Attach~ 
US Defense Attache Office 
us Embassy, -:rel Aviv 
Tel: 972 3 519 7486 
Email: schlerethfg@state . gov 

From: Schlereth,, Frank G 
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 5:51 PM 
To: Sievers, Marc: J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, David R; Bar n, Desiree A; Parker, Andrew C; Greene, Elisa; Burgess, Richard J; • 
Chere, John E 
Cc: Reisser, Wesley J; Goldberger, Thomas H 
Subject: RE: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

The Israel Navy is inquiring about two vessels -Challerger I and Challenger II that they believe have departed Cyprus 
part of the Flotilla and reportedly are now flying American Flags. They have asked if there is any way to confirm this. 
will reach out to our POCs in Cyprus, but appreciate any insight folks may have on this topic. I have trouble believing 
they would be legitimately sailing under an American Flag, but if so for some reason, potentially complicate.s the 
situation more. Thanks. 
R/ 

Assist~nt Naval At tache 
US Defense Attachl Office 
us Embas sy, ·re l Aviv 
Tel: 972 3 5 1 9 7486 
Email: 

'--~~-~~~~~~--' 
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From: Reisser, Wesley J 
sent: Wednesd~~y. May 26, 2010 5:06 PM 
To: Amodeo, Salvatore A (Istanbul); Goldberger, Th mas H; Holmstrom, Todd C; Sindle1 James M; Struwe, Rebecca L; 
Richter, Kim B; l.opatkiewicz, Viktoria; Bernier-Toth, ichelle; Mendel, Teresa S; Sievers, Marc J; Levin, Jan; Burnett, 
David R; Baron, Desiree A; Adams, Julie D; Parker, A drew C; Greene, Elisa; Zeroubavely, Sandra S; Schlereth, Frank ·· 
Burgess, Richard J; Chere, John E; Waters, John R; ~ogan, Thomas G; Towry, Debra J; Hanania, Vera V; Weinfeld, Nili ; ' 
Lewis, Glenn K; IBeran, Sarah; Greengrass, Sara D; K plan, Dean; Walker, carolee. B; Finver, Frank J; Greene, David J; 
Manring, Nichola1s J; Tyson, Paul H; Maggi, Robert W Frederick, Jeffrey D; Falls, Eric G; Reed, Julia G; Davison, Kees C 
Ogle, Karen L; Keen, Daniel G; Howard, Jeremiah "J rt; Parra, Yolanda A; Dilworth, Alison E; Osman, Amany A; Neto', 
Ele~herios E; Taylor, Victoria J; Riley, Robert J; Dayt n, Win (Istanbul); Marsh, Denise M; Baily, Jess L; Tomlinson, 
Christina (Istanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Gi Id, Lisa C (lstanbul); Parker, Andrew C; Silliman, Douglas A; 
Rosenstock, Matthew S 
Subject: Israel Navy on Free Gaza 

(SBU) Courtesy Embassy Tel Aviv, a message on how he navy intends to handle this: 

"The Israel Navy hos expressed to me that they inten~ to respond to this situotfon as peaceful as possible; however the 
have been directed by the GO/ to prevent the vessets yrom arriving in Gaza, Their intention is to ensure the ships arrive ·n 

Ashdod, process the individuals to be deported and liver any legitimate humanitarian aide to Gaza via land. It shout 
be noted, that GO/ has made it clear that although t ey have directed a peaceful response, those participating are 
viewed as individuals deliberately artempting to pro oke the Israel Navy and appropriate action to prevent arrival in 
Gazo Will be tak(m. n 

Wesley J. Reisser, Ph.D. 
Desk Officer - NENIPA 
Office of Israel &. Palestinian Affairs 
Phone (202) 647'-2647 
Fax (202) 736·4461 

This message is UNOLASSIFIED/SBU according IO the definitions pro ded by E.O. 12958. 
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!RELEASED IN PART es! 
Law, Rosema1r C 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 12: 9 PM 
To: Dolan, JoAnn; Pomper, St phen E~ Schwartz, Jonathan B; Donoghue, Joan E; Jacobson, 

Linda; Mcleod, Mary (US N); Sullivan, David J; Perina, Alexandra H; Heinemann, Thomas B; 
Aswad, Evelyn M 

Cc: Harris, Robert K 
Subject: Re: Humanitarian flotilla 

My phone is 202-:341-2074 

·~-- ----

From: Dolan, JoAnn . 
To: Pamper, Stephen E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Donog ue, Joan E; Jacobson, Linda; Mcleod, Mary (USUN); Sullivan, 
David J; Baumert, Kevin A; Perina, Alexandra H; Heine ann, Thomas B; Aswad, Evelyn M 
Cc: Harris, Robert: K 
Sent: Mon May 3111:45:13 2010 
Subject: RE: Humanitarian flotilla 

Thanks, Steve. I have been unable to reach A exandra or Kevin by phone. I have left phone 
messages for both but will try them throu h op center next. I will go through emails and 
circulate what I have for benefit of addr ssees. Conference call may be the way to go. lnclud ng 
Evelyn as she is following HRC angle. 

-----Original Message--- - ­
From: Pomper. Stephen E 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 11:40 AM 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Donoghue, Joan 
David J; Baume!rt, Kevin A; Perina, Alexan 
Cc: Harris, Robert .K 
Subject: Re: Humanitarian flotilla 

; Jacobson, Linda; Mcleod, Mary (USUN); Sullivan~ 
ra H; Dolan, JoAnn; Heinemann, Thomas B 

Joann just re21ched me. I haven't tracked his beyond this mornong's traffic and the front I 
page of the nyt but can help coordinate this afternoon. If someone could send me any analys~s 
done in the r~1n up last week that would be very helpful . Would it be useful to set up ·a cal~ 
so that those folks who have been working ~he issue can pool info re knowledge/work done to 
date/etc? 

----- Original Message 
From: Schwartz:, Jonathan B 
To: Donoghue, Joan E; Jacobson, Linda; Mcl~od, Mary (USUN); Pamper, Stephen E; Sullivan, 
David J; Baume!rt, Kevin A; Perina, Alexandra H; Dolan, JoAnn; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Cc: Harris, Robert K; Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Mon May 31 11:29:10 2010 
Subject: Re: Hlumanitarian flotilla IRE\ IEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe~ 

Embassy Tel Aviv has been sending in transtripts of Israeli briefings; JoAnn can forwa~d tc 
anyone who doe·sn't have. Essentially, Israeli boarding party says it was attacked with 
lethal force so they responded in kind . They claim to have found evidence on board of a pJan 
to resist with force, unlike the prior flotillas. L is being asked: I I 85 

I I 
I l JoAnn is 
reaching out to L/PM to see if they can cot>rdinate with the Navy. A Quartet statement wil 
be discussed at noon, UNSC meets at l; and Human Rights Council meets tomorrow. So 
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i BS 

----- Origina1l Message ----- I 
From: Donoghue, Joan E i 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Mcleod, Mary (USUN); Pamper, Stephen 
Jonathan B; e1aumert, Kevin A; Perina, Al andra H; Dolan, 
Sent: Mon May 31 11:21 : 26 2010 
Subject : Re : Humanitarian flotilla 

E; Sullivan, David J; Schwartz, 
JoAnn; Heinemann, Thomas B 

On the self- defense rationale, what has ~OI said and do we know the facts? 

----- Origin~l Message -- --­
From: Jacobson, Linda 
To : Mcleod, Mary (USUN) ; Pamper, Stephen E; Sullivan, David J; Donoghue, Joan E; Schw~rtz, 

Jonathan B; Biaumert, Kevin A; Perina, Ale~andra H; Dolan, JoAnn; Heinemann, Thomas B 
Sent: Mon May· 31 10: 05: 35 2010 
Subject: Re: Humanitarian flotilla 

Including others working on this. 

----- Original Message -- - -­
From: Mcleod, Mary (USUN) 
.To: Jacobson, Linda; Pamper, Stephen E; Sullivan, David J; Donoghue, Joan E; Schwartz, 
Jonathan B 
Sent : Mon May 31 09:57:46 2010 
Subject: Humanitarian flotilla 

All-~Assume you all are working on this. I know Todd and Harold are in Kampala and bbs ' 
aren't working . I am rushing back to NYC to try to make the SC meeting, currently schedulej 
for 1. Anticipate much interest in legal issues focused on Israeli claims they were acting 
in self-defense and that the flotilla was violating international law. 
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Law, Rosem1:i 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

c 
Baumert, Kevin A 
Friday, June 04, 2010 6: 3 DOD-CP,85 
Harris, Robert K; Donog ue,.......,,o=a=n..,....,...; ......,_e=s=s...,,m~. ~a=m=e=s,...,...,, ; Pomper, Stephen E; Guarin, Marc F; 
Jacobson, Lind&; Townie , Stephen G ; Dolan, JoAnn; Gutherie, Peter A 
Mortlock, David JL; Sulr n, David J 
RE: Readout -- NSC G flotilla conference call 

Re: Challenger vessels, below is what Emb Nicosia re orts based on info provided by "Cypriot Marine Police". 

• Challenger !JU remains in Limassol, is seriously d maged and will take an estimated month to repair. There are 
currently no captain, crew or passengers aboard he ship. As they have stated previously, Cypriots have no inten on 
of allowing s;hip depart for Gaza. 

• Challenger~~ a different ship, is damaged and anchored in the Med outside of C riot territorial waters. Cypriot 
marine police do not believe it is seaworthy. 

• Previously, upon learning of the Challenger Ill 's otential for involvement with the Gaza Flotllla, Embassy Consufa 
Officers askE!d Cypriot authorities for a briefing o the ship's status, crew and passengers to protect any Amcits 
potentially a1board. It was then that the Cypriot informed Embassy that there were no Amcits on board and the 
Goe had no intention of allowing the ship to dep rt for Gaza. Embassy officers of course agreed with the GoC's 
course of action and thanked them for the briefi g. 

- _,.. _ - ... ----- -· .. -· -·--- -·· -·---
From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 9:19 PM 
To: Harris, Robert K; DonoghueJ Joan E; Thessin, Ja es H; Pomper, Stephen E; Guarin, Marc F; Jacobson, Linda; 
Tow~ley, Stephen G; Dolan, JoAnn; Gutherie, Peter 
Cc: Mortlock, Daivid Jli Sullivan, David J 
Subject: Reado1ut -- NSC Gaza flotilla conference cal 

Pasted below is IBrian Egan's readout of the 4:30 inte agency lawyers call. Though it was probably useful for Brian, it' as 
otherwise not sci illuminating and mainly a rehashin of conversations we've had with USCG. 

It is also worth noting that the factual picture regardf,g the existence and location of US flagged vessel is murkier tha 
ever - Challenger ti has variously been reported to b (1) out of the water in Cyprus for a month of repairs (Cyprus p~ rt 
authorities), (2.) i1n the Cyprus port of Lfmassol, (GoC, Emb Nicosia), {3) "underway" flying a foreign flag with locati.on 

unknown (US Navy), and (4) ~eceiVing repairs in a poi t on the Turkish side of Cyprus (press account). Adding to the · 
confusion ls the 1emergence of a possible "Challengerlll!" that has an unknown flag and location. None of these vessel is 

equipped with identification/tracking gear, due to thl ir small size and typical recreational usage. 
Thanks, Kevin 

>~r------~-------------+----------------------'---, 

[REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior RevteWei) l 
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. . . . - ··---- .. ... ···· - ·. -- ------ -· --· -
From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 3:05 PM 
To: Harris, Robe:rt K; Donoghue, Joan E; Thessin, Ja1 nes H; Pomper, Stephen E; Guarin, Marc F; Jacobson, Linda; 
Townley, Stephe:n G; Dolan, JoAnn; Gutherie, Peter J 
Cc: Mortlock, Da1vid JL; Sullivan, David J 
Subject FW: 4~30 pm Gaza flotilla conference call 

NSC i~ host ing a .. l~~er~~a~~ foc~s~d ~-~issues relater to the .U~ .flagge_d v~.sse.l (.s): ~~ul~ othe~s Ii~~ to :~i~~- _ . 

From: Egan, Sri.an J. [mailto:Brian_J._Egan@nss.eod.;vl 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:38 PM 
To: Charles.V.Darr@uscg.mil; david.grimord@dot.901 ; Kenney, Frederick CAPT; Baumert, Kevin A; 

I 
BS 

Sean.Thomton@do.treas.gov; I IDoD OGC; Mortlock, David JL; Sullivan, David J B3 DOD-CP 
Cc: aahar, Michael 
Subject: 4:30 pm Gaza flotilla conference call 

I 

Brian Egan 
Deputy Legal Adviser 
National Securitv Staff 
202/456-9116 

15 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Casi~ No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05129909 Date: 12/18/2012 

BS 

• 



StateDept04136

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Ca e No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05129566 Date: 12/18/2012 

RELEASED IN P,,.RT 85 

Law, Rose mar C 

From: Aswad, Evelyn M 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 1©:13 AM 

Schwartz, Jonathan B; Harris, Robert K; Jacobson, Linda; Cleveland, Sarah H: Koh, Harold 
Hongju; Dolan, JoAnn 

To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Brancato, Gilda M; Bano , Mariano H; Martin, Julie B; Perina, Alexandra H; Khanna, Melani J 
FW: URGENT! HRC Acti n re: Gaza Aid Flotilla - use this chain 

From: Nossel, Suzanne F 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 8:41 AM 
To: 'Scott_W._B1usby@nss.eop.gov'; Martin, Julie B; ~assayre, Mark J; 10-HR-DL; DRL-MLGA-M; Legal-'HRR-DL; Genev' 
HRC; Griffiths, Douglas M; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Salih, Lana L; Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Perina, Alexandra Ii; 
'Samantha_J._Power@nss.eop.gov'; 'Danlel_B._Shap1 o@nss.eop.gov'; 'Prem_ G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov'; 
'Oenis_R._McDonough@nss.eop.gov'; 'Benjamin_J._ hodes@nss.eop.gov'; Connelly, Maura; Goldberger, Thomas H; 
Giauque, Jeffrey G 
Cc: 'DL-NSC-Dernocracy@eopds.eop.gov' 
Subject: URGENT! HRC Action re: Gaza Aid Flotilla - use this chain 

Putting NSC on i>ame chain with NEA. 
I 

-- - .. .. . ·--- ~---r------- j 
From: Busby, Scott w. <Scott_W._Busby@nss.eop.atb> 
To: Martin, Julie B; cassayre, Mark J; Nessel, Suzann F; IO-HR-DL; DRL-MLGA-M; Legal-HRR-DL; Geneva HRC; Griffi ·hs, 
Douglas M; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (ORL); Salih, 

1 
na L; Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M; Perina, Alexandra H; Power, I 

Samantha J.<Samantha_J._Power@nss.eop.gov>; Snapiro, Daniel B.<Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov>; Kumar, Pr9m 
G. <Prem_G._Ku1mar@nss.eop.gov>; McDonough, Dl nis R.<Denis_R._McDonough@nss.eop.gov>; Rhodes, Benjamir J. 
<Benjamin_J._Rlhodes@nss.eop.gov> 
Cc: DL-NSC-Democracy <DL-NSC-Democracy@eopd~.eop.gov> 
Sent: Mon May '.31 09:37:05 2010 
Subject: Re: URGENT!!! HRC Actton re: Gaza Aid Flo ilia 

+Samantha Power, Dan Shapiro, Prem Kumar, Denil McDonoughN Ben Rhodes and others at NSC. 

=------+-- ----.--J 
~:VIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahn ad, Senior Revieweri 

----·--------------;-·--------------------·--· 
From: Martin, Julie B <MartinJB@state.gov> 
To: cassayre, Mark J <cassayreMJ@state.gov>; Nos1el, Suzanne F <NosselSF@state.gov>; IO~HR-Dl <10-HR­
DL@state.gov>; DRL-MLGA-M <MLGAM@state.gov>; Legal-HRR-DL <Legal-HRR-DL@state.gov>; Geneva HRC 
<GenevaHRC@state.gov>; Griffiths, Douglas M <Gri 1thsDM@state.gov>; Busby, Scott W.; Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R 
(DRL) <JohnstoniGardnerSR@state.gov>; Salih, Lana L <SalihLL@state.gov>; Fitzpatrick, Kathleen M 
<FitzpatrickKM@state.gov> i Perina, Alexandra H <PerinaAH@state.gov;> 
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Sent: Mon May 31 09:28:09 2010 
Subject: RE: URGENT!!! HRC Action re: Gaza Aid Flo Hla 

Looping in L/PM's Alexandra Perina. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

- ·-- ~ - --.. -·,·---- ·--.... - ··- - · ·- - .. 
From: cassayre, Mark J 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 3:21 PM 
To: Nossel, Suzanne F; IO-HR-DL; DRL-MLGA-M; Leg ~1-HRR-DL; Geneva HRC; Griffiths, Douglas M; 'Busby, Scott W.'; 
Johnston-Gardner, Sarah R (DRL); Salih, Lana L; Fitz~ atrick, Kathleen M 
SUbject: URGE NIT!!! HRC Action re: Ga·za Aid Flotilla 

NEED GUIDANCE 

"SPECIAL SITTIN,:i" of HRC to occur Tuesday (tomorrow) afternoon on the Israeli boarding of flotilla. 

WE NEED TALKINIG POINTS ASAP AND WILL NEED POINTS FOR A STATEMENT, IF WE INTEND TO MAKE ONE DURING THIS 

"SPECIAL SITTING." 

Mark Cassayre 
Counselor 
Political and Speci:alized Agencies 
U.S. Mission to chc LJnjced Nations and Specialized Agenci s 
Geneva, Switzerland 
Direct tel: •41 22 749-4214 
Mobile: •4179 775··3680 
Fax: •41.22.749.47Jl7 
c:.1ssavrcmj@state.g~~ 
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SBU 
This email is UNCU\SSIFIED. 
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!RELEASED IN PART BS! 

Law, Rosemary C 

From: Aswad, Evelyn M 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2C 10 5:43 PM 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Baumert, Kevin A; Dolan, JoAnn; Pomper, Stephen E: Townley, Stephen G; 

Guarin, Marc F; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, ·Mariano H; Gorove, Katherine M; Sullivan, D.avid 
J; Mortlock, David JL; Gutherie, Peter A; Martin, Julie B 

Cc: Harris, Robert K 
Subject: RE: PC on Flotilla Thursday evening 

I 
I 

From: Dol~n~~>Ann ~ - -·--~-----------------···-· 

Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 3:41 PM . 
To: Pomper, StE!phen E; Townley, Stephen G; Guari Marc F; Baumert, Kevin A; Perina, Alexandra H; Aswad, Evelyn M; 
Banos, Mariano IH; Gorove, Katherine M; Sullivan, Da id J 
Cc: Harris, Robert K; Jacobson, Linda 
Subject: PC on Flotilla Thursday evening 

Israel Desk has j iust called to alert us that NSC is scheduling a PC for Thursday evening to which S plans to attend. While 

agenda is still b1?ing worked out it apparently indud ?S such items as: 

J 

IR~IEW AUTHORITY: Sharo 1 Ahmad, Senior I 
!Reviewer 

1 
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Law, Rosema C 

From: 
Sent: 

RELEASED IN PART 83 
000-CP,85 

' Egan, Brian J. (Brian_J._~gan@nss.eop.gov] 
Thursday, June 03 2010 3:19 PM 
Baumert, Kevin A: ura...mit· david nrimrd@DOT.GOV; 83 000-CP 
CAPT; Sean.Thomton@d .treas.gov; DoD OGC; Mortlock, David JL; 
Sullivan, David J: Will.Schf1sa@do.treas.gov I 

To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Bahar, Michael 
RE: 4:30 pm Gaza flotilla onference call I 

Here is the call-in information: 

BRIDGE NUMBER: 202-395-6392 

CONFEREE PASSCODE: 420 8141 

Thanks, Brian 

From: Baumert, l<evin A m ii o:baume ka s ate. o 
Sent: Thursday, .June 03, 2010 3:02 PM 
To: Jaluscg.mil; Egan, Brian J.; david.grimord@DOT.GOV; CAPT; 
Sean.Thomton@do.treas.gov:I I Dod OGC; Mortlock, David JL; Sullivan, David J 
Cc: Bahar, Micha1~I 
subject: RE: 4:30 pm Gaza flotilla conference call 

As will I. 

····--------
From:Charles.V.IDarr@uscg.mil mailto:Charles.V.Oar 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 2:46 PM 

c: ar, 1c au 
subject: RE: 4:310 pm Gaza flotilla conference call 

I will be available to participate. 

Bt:sl Regards, 

Bud 

Sent with Good (www.i:ood.c.:om) 

-----Original Messa.ge---
From: Egan, Brian J. [mailto:Brian J. Egan@nss.eop.gov) 
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 02:38 PM Eastern Standard ime 
To: Darr, Charles; dav:id.i:.rrimord@dot.gQY; Kenney, Fred rick CAPT; Baumert, Kevjn A; Sean.ThorntonC<i>do.treas.gov; 
I loco 013C; Mortlock, David JL; Sullivan, Davi J 
Cc: Bahar, Michael 
Subject: 4:30 pm Gaza flotilla conference call Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewe 

l 

J 

. - · ·- 1 
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C __ _. 
Brian Egan 

Deputy Legal Adv'iser 

National Security :Staff 

202/456-9116 

J 

2 

I 1 
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I 

~SEO . N PARTJ§j 

Law, Rosemar C 

From: Sullivan, David J 
Sent: 
To: 

Wednesday, June 02, 2 10 4:40 PM 
Baumert, Kevin A; Dola JoAnn; Pomper, Stephen E; Townley, Stephen G; Guarinl Marc F; 
Perina, Alexandra H; As ad, Evelyn M; Banos, Mariano H; Gorove, Katherine M 
Harris, Robert K; Jacobspn. Linda 
RE: PC on Flotilla Thurs ay evening 

Cc: 
Subject: 

We have been in contact with Brian to get NSC/Lega involved in teeing up an interagency lawyers call on issu~s related 
to bullet 1 (or lbis} with respect to th 85 
~-----Jhis will likely happen tomorrow. 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
-··-1-·----· ·-

Sent : Wednesday, June 02, 2010 4:17 PM 1 

To: Dolan, JoAnn; Pamper, Stephen E; Townley, Ste hen G; Guarin, Marc F; Perina, Alexandra H; Aswad, Evelyn M; 
Banos, Mariano IH; Gorove, Katherine M; Sullivan, Da id J : 
Cc: Harris, Robe:rt K; Jacobson, Linda 
Subject: RE: PC on Flotilla Thursday evening 

. -~ · .. -- ·- ... --- - - - - r-- --
From: Baumert, Kevin A ~ 
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 4:14 PM ~ 
To: Dolan, JoAnin; Pomper, Stephen E; Townley, Ste~tien G; Guarin, Marc F; Perina, Alexandra H; Aswad, Eve n M; 
Banos, Mariano H; Gorove, Katherine M; Sullivan, Da id J 
Cc: Harris, Robert K; Jacobson, Linda I 
Subject: RE: PC on Flotilla Thursday evening 

I 

. . _ L ._ 

From: Dolan, JoAnn 1 
Sent: Wednesda1y, June 02, 2010 3:41 PM 
To: Pomper, Ste1Phen E; Townley, Stephen G; Guarin Marc F; Baumert, Kevin A; Perina, Alexandra H; Aswad, ~velyn M; 
Banos, Mariano H; Gorove, Katherine M; Sullivan, Da id J 
Cc: Harris, Robetrt K; Jacobson, Linda 
Subject: PC on IFfotllla Thursday evening 

Israel Desk has just called to alert us that NSC is scheduling a PC for Thursday evening to which S plans to atten6. While 
agenda is still being worked out it apparently includ such items as: 1 

0 

0 

0 

~lEVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ah 
leviewer - --- ----- -

5 
l 
I 
I 
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!RELEASED lfl PART 85] 

Law, Rosema1ry C 

From: Baumert, Kevin A 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Thursday, October 14, 2010 5:48 PM 
Jae. obson, Linda; Daley, J~hn D; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Joyce, Anne; Gorove, Katherine ~ ; 
Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnfon, Karen K 
Buchwald, Todd F; Simon ~ff. Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; 
Banos, Mariano H; Newm. n, David S (L-CA) 

Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Com t>ros-flagged vessel ? 

·----··-·---·------ ·---··--'------ ·. .. --·- ..... ______ _ 
From: Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 5:05 PM 
To: Baumert, Kevin A; Daley, John D; Schwartz, Jona an B; Joyce, Anne; Gorove, Katherine M; Kim, John J (Kimm); 
Johnson, Karen K 

~n, 

David S (L-CA) 
Subject: RE: flotWa incident -- Comoros-flagged vess I? 

Kevin, this is an incident allegedly occurring during an drmed confl ict. Wouldn't that impact your advice? 

.... - - -·----- - ·····----- - -
From: Baumert, tcevin A 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 5:03 PM 
To: Daley, John Di; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Joyce, Anne · Gorove, Katherine M; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; 
Jacobson, Linda 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Slmonoff, Mark A (USUN)i Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H; Newm ~n, 
David S (L-CA) 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessi I ? 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer! 
Right. 

.-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~+-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~-'-, 

I 
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l 

Article 94 
Duties of the flag .State 

••• 
7. Ea1>h State shalll cause an inquiry Lo be held by or before a suitably qualified person or persons inlo every marine casualty or 
incident uf navigation on the high seas involving a ship flyf·ng its flag and causing loss of life or serious injury 10 nationals of another 
State or serious da,mage to ships or instaUations of another State or to the marine environment. The flag State and the other State shall 
cooperate in the conduct of any inquiry held by that other tale into any such marine casualty or incident of navigation. 

. - ·---- .............. --· ·- - - - -- -·-···- ... .. 
From: Daley, John D 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 4:30 PM 
To: Schwartz, Jc1nathan B; Joyce, Anne; Gorove, Katt erine M; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda 
Cc: Buchwald, T·odd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); To•r.inley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H; Newman, 
David S (L-<:A); Baumert, Kevin A 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged ves·~I ? 

•s 

I 

. -----------------·----------------------,-1--
From: Schwartz, Jonathan B 
Sent Thursday, October 14, 2010 4:12 PM 
To: Daley, John D; Joyce, Anne; Gorove, Katherine M Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Tmmley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H; Newrn.~n, 
David S (L-<:A) 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel ? 

Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 4:09 PM 
To: Joyce, Anne; Gorove, Katherine M; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda 
Cc: Buchwald, Toidd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); Townley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H; Newm;m, 
David S (L -<:A) 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vess1!I? 

Spoke to Baumerit - he had EB check the database an1 I it is indeed a Comoros-flagged vessel. 

2 
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From: Joyce, Anne 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 4:07 PM 
To: Gorove, Katherine M; Daley, John D; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Lin a 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); To nley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H; Ne n, 
David S (L-CA) 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident - Comoros- flagged ves el ? 

David Newman knows a lot about the incident b/c o the visa sanctions issue - it's not directly related, but maybe he 

came across the issue of what flag the vessels were flying. It's the f irst I've heard of Comoros. aj 
I 

. - - . ··- ---- ·- --------- ----·-- - - -
From: Gorove, t<atherine M 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 4:02 PM 

1 
To: Daley, John D; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Kim, John D (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda; Joyce, Anne 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); To nley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Banos, Mariano H 
Subject: RE: f101tilla incident -- Comoros-flagged ves I ? 

The HRC reports used the language of war crimes. A though the Turkish report has been given to the Secretary-Gene al, 
I don't believe that it is public (nor do I think that th USG has seen it). 

From: Daley, John D 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 3:51 PM 
To: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnf n, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda; Joyce, Anne 
Cc: Buchwald, Todd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); To nley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Gorove, Katherine M; Ba os, 
Mariano H 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged ves el ? 

=--------'--------~85 . ~1 --------- · 
From: Schwartz,, Jonathan B 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 3:43 PM 
To: Daley, John 1D; Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda; Joyce, Anne I 
Cc: Buchwald, fodd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); To nley, Stephen G; Perina, Alexandra H; Gorove, Katherine M; Ba · , 
Mariano H 
Subject: RE: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged ves I? 

jon 

------------+-- · -··-··------ - ------- - - -- ------+ 
From: Daley, John D 
Sent: Thursday, October 14, 2010 3:31 PM 
To: Kim, John J (Kimm); Johnson, Karen K; Jacobson, Linda; Joyce, Anne 
Cc: Buchwald, Tc>dd F; Simonoff, Mark A (USUN); To nley, Stephen G; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Perina, Alexandra H 
Subject: flotilla incident -- Comoros-flagged vessel? 

John/Karen -

The press is report ing today that lawyers for the families of t hose killed by Israeli forces in connection with the Flotilla 

incident this spring have sent a letter to the ICC Prose utor urging him to take action. Evidently their jurisdictional 

3 
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theory is based cm an allegation that the ship, although Turkish operated, was flying the Comoros flag and apparently 
was registered there. While neither Turkey or Israel are Rome Statute parties, Comoros is - and Article 12 of the Rorr e 
Statute is fairly express that there can be jurisdiction if t he crimes occurred on a vessel where the state of registratio{l is 

a Rome Statute party. 

Thanks. 

4 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Ca~ e No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05140942 Date: 12/19/2012 

[RELEASED IN PART 83 000-CP,BSl 
Law, Rosemary C I 

From: 
Sent: 

Townley, Stephen G I ' 
Tuesday, June 08, 2010 11 :47 AM , 

To: 
Cc: 

Jacobson, Linda 1 ' 
Dolan, JoAnn; Pomper, tephen E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Harris, Robert K; Banos, jMariano 
H; Gorove, Katherine M 
RE: Close Hold: Mr. Don Ion's Meeting o1 f 06/08) ' 

I 

Subject: 

A few additional questions, drawing on discussion th js morning, some of which overlap with JoAnn's excellent ~uestions : 

(1) 

(2) 

{3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(lOL 
-=-:c=--:-=---==::-:-----::=====================-===--,--,======--====-=-,..-:-:=====-:-=--,,---~ 

From: jacobson, Li~da - - . r -- -. -. . ·- .. . . .. -I 
Sent: Tuesday, Jlune 08, 2010 10:26 AM 1 

To: Townley, Stephen G; Harris, Robert K; Banos, Ma iano H; Aswad, Evelyn M; Pomper, Stephen E; Gorove, Katherine 
M; Eichensehr, K1isten E; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Baumert, Kevin A; Guarin, Marc F ! 
Subject: FW: Cklse Hold: Mr. Donilon's Meeting orj IC06/08) ; 

Please see JoAnn's excellent comments and work frorn these to comment or add further thoughts. Thanks. 
I 

, . _.!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewen • . ··-- _ -~- . . 
From: Dolan, Jol\nn 
Sent: Tuesday, June 08, 2010 10:20 AM 
To: Jacobson, Linda 
Subject: RE: Close Hold: Mr. Donilon's Meeting on I [(06/08) 

'---+------' 

Comments on pa per: 

- --- -- - - - --

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Casi' No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05140942 Date~ 12/19/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Casi~ No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05140942 Date: 12/19/2012 
I 

- . .. ... - ------+- _, ___ . _ ___ _ _ ..... ---·· · ·-· 
From: Jacobson, Linda 
Sent: Tuesday, June 08, 2010 8:11 AM 
To: Dolan, JoAnn 
SUbject: FW: Cle>se Hold: Mr. Donilon's Meeting onl ~06/08) 

'-+------' 

. . -- .. .. - .... --~-- - -- . .. ·----- - · -- -·- - .. 
From: Townley, Stephen G 
Sent: Tuesday, J1Une 08, 2010 7:45 AM 
To: Jacobson, Linda; Pomper, Stephen E; Gorove, Katherine M; Banos, Mariano H 
Cc: Schwartz, Jonathan B; Harris, Robert K 
Subject: Close Hold: Mr. Donilon's Meeting onl 06/08) 

I 
• 

-- -· .. .. ,, 
I 

I 

' . . 
I 

I 
I 

! 
I 

I 

I 

See attached for discussion at the WH this afternoon. Let's please try to ~ve thoughts/reactions compiled by late 
morning. Please l<eep close hold. Thanks, Stephen 1 

F;;,~ : Zimmermain, Thomas S.<Thomas_S._Zimmerrhan@nss.eop.gov> 
To: george@george.mitchell.com <george@george.mtchell.com>; Reed, Julia G; Ross, Dennis B. 

2 

I 
I 
I 

I 

·-

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05140942 Date: 12/19/2012 
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UNCLASSIFIEID U.S. Department of State Car No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C05140942 Date: 12119/2012 

<Dennis_B._Ros:s@nss.eop.gov>; Shapiro, Daniel B. f.Daniel_B._Shapiro@nss.eop.gov>; McDonough, Denis R.: 
<Denis_R._McDcmough@nss.eop.gov>; Alhassani, M~hdi K. <Mehdi_K._Alhassani@nss.eop.gov>; Rhodes, Benjamin J. 
<Benjamin_J._Rlhodes@nss.eop.gov>; Sullivan, Jacoo J; Kumar, Prem G. <Prem_G._Kumar@nss.eop.gov>; Power, 
Samantha J. <Scimantha_J._Power@nss.eop.gov>; deRosa, Mary B. <Mary_B._DeRosa@nsc.eop.gov>; Egan, Brian J. 
<Brian_J._Egan@nss.eop.gov>; Sherwood-Randall, Elizabeth D. <Elizabeth_D._Sherwood-Randall@nss.eop.goy>; Brink, 
Bridget A. <Brld9et_A._Brink@nss.eo . ov>; Alexander, Diane J; Lavy, Brendan L; Schwartz, Jonathan B; Donoghue, 
Joan E· ~dodg~.osd.mil d~.psd.mil>; Barks-Rug~les, Erica J; ~arris, Grant T; 83 DOD-C 

,.,,,_,=~.i::::....:d:...:od..:.gc~:.osd.m 1I _ dodgc.osd.m1I ; I ~Js.pentagon.m1I 
J@js.pentagon.mil> i 

'"=ec:--: =0o- n....,.i,....o-n,_,Th=-omas E.<Thomas_E._Donilon@nss.e_rp.gov>; Lang, Kimberly C. <Kimberly_C._Lang.@nss.eop.gov>; 
Strickler, Adam G. <Adam_G._Strickler@nss.eop.govt; Phillips, Katherine J. <Katherine_,J._Phillips@nss.eop.go~>; 
Spence, Matthew J. <Matthew_J._Spence@nss.eop.gpv>; Fishman, Benjamin I. <Benjamin_I._Fishman@nss.~p.gov>; 
Pase.at, Alexander J. <Alexander_J._Pascaf@nss.eop.QOV> 
Sent: Mon Jun Ql7 22:38:46 2010 .-------;--,I 
Subject: Mr. Donllon's Meeting o KOG/08) 85 

All, 

BS 

. 
We will provide more specific information tomorrow as soon as we are able. Please direct any further questio~s to Kate 
Phillips, at 202-456-9481 or kphillips@nsc.eop.gov. 

• 
3 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-201 0~04163 Doc No. C18751267 Date: 12/17/2012 

Gilmore, Bradle T 

From: Gilmore, Bradley T 
Sent: Monday, May 31 , 2010 9)20 PM 

OS Command Center I . To: 
Cc: Ross, Michael H; Ober, Richard C; Combs, James D; Roundy, Brian A; McCarthy, David T 

(Istanbul); Kolega, Alen 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Spot Report-Protests in Ankara, Istanbul, Adana.docx 
Spot Report-Protests in nkara. Istanbul, Adana.docx 

Categories: Working 
AttachmentsClassification: 

Classification: 
SensitivityCod~~= 

Brad Gilmore 

UNCLASSIFIED 
UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 

Assistant Regional Security Officer 
U.S. Embassy 
Ankara, Turkey 
om~? (90) ?1:2~ 455-SssF ext. 1024 
Cell . ........ -: .... , ~=-~-~....--' 
Fax: (90) (312) 457-7060 
IVG: 195-7014 

This message is unclassified based on £.0. 12958 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

!RELEASED IN PART 86] 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Atjmad, Senior Reviewerj 

1 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. ~-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751263 Date: 11/28/2012 

Gilmore. Bradlley T 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

de OtaJvaro, Laura H 
Monday, May 31 , 2010 5:09 PM 
Gilmore, Bradley T 
McCarthy, David T {lstanb JI} 

Subject: FW: RSO action: Spot Re1 ort No. 1 - Latest Situation on Gaza Aid FlotiHa (SBU} 

Working 
UNCLASSIFIED 

Categories: 
Classification: 
SensltlvityCode: Sensitive 

[RELEASED IN PART I 
IB7(C),B6 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: McCarthy, David T (Istanbul) 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 5:00 PM ' 
To: Dayton, Win (Istanbul) 
Cc: McCarthy, David T (lstanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (Isltanbul); Wiener, Sharon A (Istanbul); Tomlinson, Christina 
(Istanbul); Roundy, Brian A; Lillis, Amy J (Istanbul); de Otalvaro, Laura H; Appleton, Richard H; Darnell, Daria L; Combs, 
James D 
Subject: RE: RSO action: Spot Report No. 1 - Latest ·tuation on Gaza Aid .Flotilla (SBU) 

Win, 

I've just-gotten off the phone with I I He nd his family ate fine and reports that there have been no B6 
incidents or demonstrators in his neighborhood. He a d his family have been staying indoors. He will let us know if the B7(C) 
situation changes. He did ask if we thought he and hi family should consider evacuation, btlt I told him that at this time 
there was no recc1mmendation to do so. 

Brian received a l"eport from his FSNI that the written able was supposedly sent from MFA to all security posts in Turkey 
authorizing any meeded additional security for both thf Israelis and ourselves. We've determined that the Besiktas 
Protection Unit h;3s received it. The Besiktas chief sta d that he would not be assigning ii!ny additional men, at the 
moment, to the Maya Residence~ since they have a po ice station located there. He will react additional units if the 
situation changes. c=Jis still trying to confirm an ad itional TNP unit to the CGR, but the Besiktas chief stated that if 
we have an lncide!nt there he would dispatch units im ediately with a react t_ime of 1-2 minutes. As I stated in another 
email, we've addE!d another two LGF guards to that lo ation thru tomorrow morning. 

c=Jhas yet to mceive a call back from the Sariyer po ice chief, but it's not from lack of trying. We are still attempting 
to confirm additio•nal police units for the consulate an will advise when we have a definite answer. 

Regards, 
~VIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahm d, Senior Reviewer 

Dave 

From: Dayton, Win (Istanbul) 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 3:04 PM 
To: Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Wiener, Sharon A (Is nbul); Tomlinson, Christina (Istanbul); Roundy, Brian A; McCarthy, 

1 
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I 
U~CLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. r-201~~04163 Doc No. C1875~263 D~te: 11/28/2012 

David T (Istanbul); Lillis, Amy J (Istanbul); de Otalvan!>, Laura H; Appleton, Richard H; Darnell, Daria L 
• f • 

Subject: RSO action: Spot Report No. 1- Latest Situation on Gaza Aid flotilla (SBU) 

Brian/David: d 
Please reach out (yourself or viac=J to who is a US citizen, tel# below) to ascertain his security and 
concerns and to counsel him on security as appropriate. I understand i==Jhas given him at least one security briefing 
in the past, and t!heD also known to Amy. Pleat report back when this is done. · 

Also, please keep' this circle informed on latest developments you get from TNP and/or roving patrol regarding.the 
demonstration(s). Also, please advise if/when the TNP supplies additional resources for the CGR ano/or ConGen. I 
understand an Ankara office has sent instructions tot at effect but can you (if you haven't) ascertain whether they've 
re~eived the instructions and will comply? 

Also, please be sure to clear with the CG or me whatever is being reported back to ·os Command, Ankara or within the 
Mission. If your information is being exchanged by pHone, please send a note to all so we all have the latest 
information. CG .and I will be away from homes this e ening but on blackberry. 

Thanks, Win · 

from: Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul) 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 2:32 PM 
To: Dayton, Win ( Istanbul)i Wiener, Sharon A (lstanbt); Tomlinson, Christina (Istanbul); Roundy, Brian A; McCarthy, 
David T (Istanbul) 
Subject: Re: Spc1t Report No. 1 ~ Latest Situation .on a Aid Flotilla (SBU) . 

From: Dayton, Win (Istanbul) 

86 
B7(C) 

B6 

To: Wiener, Sharon A (Istanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul); Tomlinson, Christina (Istanbul); Roundy, Brian A; McCarthy, 
David T (Istanbul) 

· Sent: Mon May 3114:08:42 2010 
Subject: FW: SP<>t Report No. 1 - Latest Situation on aza Aid Flotilla (SBU) 

Fyi, I understood 10p Center's next spot report on this ould likely be about 1900 our time. 

From: Morgan, Jack A 
Sent: Monday, M;:iy 31, 2010 1:56 PM 
To: Dayton, Win (Istanbul); de Otalvaro, Laura H 
cc: Leedy, Jean 8 
subject: Spot Report No. 1 - latest Situation on Gaza Aid Flotilla (SBU) 

Colleagues, 

Cc'd on this email is J.B. Leedy the oncoming editor. S e will be the best POC for the Afternoon Sport Report No. 2. 

Cheers, 

Jack Morgan 

2 
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I 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S . Department of State Case No. r-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751263 Date: 11/28/2012 

SENSITI1 BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

SPOT R~PORT NO. 1 
LATEST_ SITUAT10'r0N GAZA AID FLOTILLA 

Mon ay, May 31, 2010 
0615 EDT 

ISRAEU NA VY INTERCEPTS GAZA F~OTILLA, 15 ACTIVISTS KILLED 
• (SBU) Nine of the 15 killed are reportedl~ Turkish citizens, according to press. In addition, dozens of 

activists and six Israeli commandos are rel' rted injured. The wounded are being taken to hospitals in 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and Haifa. 
(Ops/Embassy Tel Aviv e-mail, France 2 . 

• (SBU) There are currently no reports of unded or killed American citizens. (Ops/Embassy Tel Aviv 
e-mail) 

• (SBU) The incident occurred around 043 local time May 31, when Israeli soldiers boarded the 
Turkish flagged ship "Blue Marmara," app oximately 70 miles off Israel's coast. (Ops/Embassy 
Ankara ~~-mail) · 

• (U) Raed Salah, the head of the northern r11ction of the Islamic Movement, has been wounded in the 
incident find is undergoing surgery in an lstli hospital, m. edia report. (Jerilsafem Post) . 

FLOnLLA HEADED TO ASHDOD; IS~ELI POUCE ON HIGH ALERT 
• (U) The Israeli police are on their highest ~tate of alert and have instituted several road blocks, 

including one in the Temple Mount area. ret News) 

ISRAEU C01NSULATE ISTANBUL SU ROUNDED BY THOUSANDS 
• (SBU) Consulate General Istanbul reports Turkish police are deployed around the Israeli Consulate and 

there are no reports of violence or injuries. At least 5000 protestors are marching from the consulate 
toward th:e city's main square, according to press. 
(Ops/Cof.rsulate General Istanbul e-mail, P) 

• (SBU) Consulate Adana issued a Warden ' essage May 31 advising American citizens of potential 
anti-U.S. and Israeli demonstrations. (Op~onsulate Adana e-mail) 

TURKEY "ST'RONGLY PROTESTS" IN IDENT; EU CALLS FOR INQUIRY 
• (SBU) The Turkish Foreign Ministry issu d a statement calling the incident "unacceptable'' and 

demanding an "urgent explanation" from Is ael, according to press. Embassy Ankara reports the 
Turkish lv1FA has summoned Israel 's amb sador to Turkey but that Ambassador Levi has been unable 
to meet with Turkish officials due to a prot st surroundjng the Israeli Embassy. (Ops/Embassy Ankara 
e-mail, AP) 

• (U) EU High Representative Ashton expr ssed her deep regret at the loss of life and violence and 
demanded a full inquiry. (Reuters) 

• (U) Aralb League Secretary General Mou a called for an emergency meeting June 1 to discuss Israel's 
"terrorist act." (Reuters) 

• (U) President Abbas called for three days f mourning throughout the Palestinian Territories. 
(Reuters) 

Drafted: JM!orgllll Approved: PSlaucry 
Dist: State (all bureaus), NSC, HSC, OSD, NMCC, JCS, Cl , FBlS, NCTC, DHS 

SENSITI BUT UNCLASSIFIED 
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I 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S . DepTartment of State Case No.1·2010-04163 

Gilmore, Bradlle 

From: 
Sent; . 
To: 

de Otalvaro, Laura H . 
Monday, May 31 , 2010 3:22 PM 
Gilmore, Bradley T 

Doc No. C18751260 Date: 11/28/2012 

Subject: FW: RSO action: Spot Report No. 1 - Latest Situation on Gaza Aid Flotilla {SBU) 

Categories: 
Classification: 

Working 
UNCLASSIFIED 

SensitivltyCode: Sensitive 

RELEASE IN PART 87(C),B6 
SBU 
This email is UNC:LASSIFIED. 

Also, please be sure to clear with the CG or me whate er is being reported back to DS Command, Ankara or within the 
Mission. If your information is being exchanged by ph ne, please send a note to all so we all have the latest 
Information. CG and I will be away from homes this e I ning but on blackberry. 

Thanks, Win 

Sent: Mondsiy, May 31, 2010 2:32 PM 
From: Abeyta, Susan K (Istanbul) l 
To: Dayton, Win (Istanbul); Wiener, Sharon A (Istanb ); Tomlinson, Christina (Istanbul); Roundy, Brian A; McCarthy, 
David T (Istanbul) 
SUbject: Re: Spo.'t Report No. 1 - Latest Situation on za Aid Flotilla (SBU) 

-----~1EVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ah~ad, Senior Reviewer·1-1 --------------

l 
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From: Dayton, Win (Istanbul) . · 
To: Wiener, Sharon A (Istanbul); Abeyta, Susan K (I nbul); Tomlinson, Christina (Istanbul); Roundy, Brian A; McCarthy, 
David T (Istanbull) 
Sent : Mon May 31 14:08:42 2010 
Subject: FW: Spot Report No. 1 - latest Situation on Gaza Aid Flotilla (SBU) 

Fyi, I understood Op Center's next spot report on thi would likely be about 1900 our time. 

From: Morgan, Jack A 
Sent: Monday, May 31, 2010 1:56 PM 
To: Dayton, Win (Istanbul); de Otalvaro, laura H 
Cc: Leedy, Jean IB 
Subject: Spot R1eport No. 1 - latest Situation on Gaza Aid Flotilla (SBU) 

Colleagues, 

Cc'd on this emaiil is J.B. Leedy the oncoming editor . . he will be the best POC for the Afternoon Sport Report No. 2. 

Cheers, 

Jack Morgan 

SPOT ~PORT No.· 1 
LA TEST SITUATION ON GAZA AID FLOTILLA 

Mo~day, May 31, 2010 
0615 EDT 

I SRAEU N"VY INTERCEPTS GAZA t;:LOTILLA, 15 ACTIVISTS KILLED 
• (SBU) Nine of the 15 killed are reportediy Turkish citizens, according to press. In addition, dozens of 

activists. and six Israeli commandos are re 
1 

rted injured. The wounded are being taken tp hospitals in 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and Haifa 
(Ops/Embassy Tel Aviv e-mail, France 1 

• (SBU) There are currently no reports of. ounded or killed American citizens. (Ops/Embassy Tel Aviv 
e-mail) 

• (SBU) The incident occWTed around 04 0 local time May 31, when Israeli soldiers boarded the 
Turkish flagged ship "Blue Marmara," ap roximately 70 miles off lsrael's ·coast. (Ops/Embassy 
Ankara e-mail) . 

• (U) Ra.ed Salah, the head of the northern faction of the Islamic Movement, has been wounded in the 
incident and is undergoing surgery in an Ir aelj hospital, media report. (Jerusalem Post) 

FLOTILLA HEADED TO ASHDOI); IS~ELI POUCE ON HIGH ALERT . 
' • (U) The Israeli police are on their highesf state of alert and have instituted several road blocks, 

including one·in the Temple Mount area. '(YNet News) · 

ISRAEU C<>NSULATE ISTANBUL SURROUNDED BY THOUSANDS 
• (SBU) Consulate General Istanbul reports Turkish police are deployed around the Israeli Consulate and· 

· there am no reports of violence or injuries. At least 5000 protcstors are marching from the ~nsulate 
toward the city's main square, according t1 press. 
(Ops/C<;msulate General lsta!fbul e-mail, P) 

2 
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• (SBU) Consulate Adana issued a WardeJ) Message May 31 advising American citizens of potential 
anti-U.S. and Israeli demonstrations. (O~/Consulate Adana e-maU) 

TURKEY "Si'TRONGL Y PROTESTS" I I CIDENT; EU CALLS FOR INQUIRY 
• (SBU) The Turkish Foreign Ministry is~ed a statement calling the incident "unacceptable" and 

demanding an "urgent explanation" from.ksrael, according to press. Embassy Ankara reports the 
Turkish! MF A has summoned Israel's am~assador to Turkey but that Ambassador Levi has been unable 
to meet with Turkish officials due to a pr1test surrounding the Israeli Embassy. (Ops/Embassy Ankara 
e-mail, AP) 

• (U) EU High Representative Ashton expressed her deep regret at the loss of life and violence and 
demanded a full inquiry. (Reuters) 

• (U) A.rrab League Secretary General Mo~ssa called for an emergency meeting June I to discuss Israel's 
"terrorist act." (Reuters) . 

• (U) President Abbas cal led for three day of mourning throughout the Palestinian Territories. 
(Reutef's) · · · · 1 

Drafted: JAMorgan Approved: PStaucry 

Dist: State (al! bureaus), NSC, HSC, OSD, NMCC, JCS, IA, FBIS, NCTC, DH~ 
SENSITI EB T CLASSIFIED 

• 
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[RELEASEID IN FULLI 

Gilmore, Bradl1e T 

Roundy, Brian A From; 
Sent; 
To: 

Friday, June 04, 2010 1:13 M , 

Subject: 
Gilmore, Bradley T; Combs James D; Kolega, Alen 
FW: Sunday's Demonstrati n 

Categories: 
Classification: 

Worklrig 
UNCLASSIFIED 

FYI. According to Hodney's sources, see below, the cro ds could be huge. 

Brian Roundy 
Deputy Regional Security Officer­
US Embassy Ankara Turkey 
IVG. . 295-70jl0 
TeL 90- 312··457-7010 
FAX. 90-312 .. 457-7060 
Embassy Switchboard. 90-312-455- 5555 

In accordance ~~ith E.o. 12958, this messag is ,UNCLASSIFIED. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Hunter, Rodney M 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 11:36 AM 
To: de Otatvaro, luura H; Howard, Jeremiah "Jerry"; A ey, Jason M 
Cc: Roundy, Brian A; Proctor, Tony A 
Subject: Sunday's Deomnstration 

We spoke to Mazlum-Der about the protest pla~ned at 1600 on Sunday, June 6 in Sihhiye, Ankara. 

It is being organized by a.coalition of NGOs. These incl de: 
·Mazlum-Der {lslamist Human Rights Org.) 
-IHH (organizers of the flotilla) 
- Hak-ls (lslamist labor Union) 
- MemurSen 
- BBP Youth Group (Turkish Nationalists who are also Is mists) 
-Anadolu Genclik Cternegi (Anatolian Youth Association 

Political Parties are! not officially involved, but member of some parties can come, and likely will. 

When this group organized a similar ratty on April 18, 2 9, over 80,000 people attended, according to them. They 
expect a similar turn-out on Sunday -- and hope for mo e than before. 

Thanks, 
RH 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmadi, Senior Reviewer 

1 • 
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Rodney M. Hunte1r 
Political Officer 
U.S. Embassy, Ankara 
(90) 312-457-72-% 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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UNCLASSIFIED U.S . Department of State Case No. b~2010-04163 Doc No. C18751268 Date: 1.1/28/2012 

· . · R 115A 
. . · UN LASSIFIED · 

Contenit is provided for situational awareness purposes only. Release or re-distribution 
may c>.rly be done with the consent ~f the Dir:ector of the Diplomatic Security Service 

BUREAU O~ DIPLOMATIC SECURITY 
fPOTREPORT 

U.S. ~mbassy Ankara 
U.S. Consu~ate ~ene·ral Istanbul 

U.S. o~sulate Adana 
ay 31, 2010 

!RELEASED IN PART "ssl 

SUBJl~CT: Ankara, Istanbul and Adana - Protests against the Israeli 
military for stopping the Turkish Hu anitarian Aid Foundation (IHH) flotill~ 

REFElIBNCES: E-mail to Region l Security Officer Jim Combs on 05/31/2010 

SUMMlARY; On May 31, 201 at approximately 4:30 a.m. the Israeli military 
landed soldiers on the deck of the T rkish flag ship ''Blue Marmara" between 69 
and 70 miles from Israel's shore. T ship was part of the Turkish NGO 
Humanitarian Aid Foundation (IHH flotilla attempting.to reach Gaza and 
allegedly deliver humanitarian supplr,es. Reports indicate that shots were £red and 
betweelll l 0 and 16 people were kille~. 

Protests by Turks against the actions! of the Israeli military began the same day in 
I • 

Ankara, Istanbul, and Adana. Jn ra and Istanbul, the protesters demonstrated 
outside Israeli diplomatic facilities. n Adana, protesters demonstrated outside of 
the U.S. Consulate. The protestors id not attack any U.S. personnel or facilities. 

ANKARA DETAILS: Tur ughout'the day and evening, protesters 
demonstrated outside the Israeli Em assy and Israeli Ambassador's Residence. 
Approximately 1,000 protesters rem in outside of the Israeli Ambassador's 
Residence. The Turkish National P lice (TNP) deployed riot police and dosed 
numerous streets in response. No pr: testors demonstrated outside the U.S. 
Embass:y, Ankara although a large gi oup of approximately 200 protesters passed 
by at 8:45 p.m. local time. The prot stors in Ankara have not threatened the U.S. 
or Ame.ricans Jiving in Turkey." 

ISTANBUL DETAILS: This morning, approximately 2,000 protestors 
demonsitrated out~ide the Israeli Con ulate. Riot police pushed the protesters away 
from thie Israeli Consulate and used ater cannons. The demonstrators then 
marched to Taksi1!1 Square, their nu bers swelling to approximately 5,000 people. 

Contenit is provided for situational awa eness purposes only. Release or re-distribution 
may oinly be done with the consent o the Director of the Diplomatic Security Service. 
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The demonstration in Taksim Squari ended at approximately 3:30 p.m. local time. 
The protestors in Istanbul have not threatened the U.S. or Americans living in 
Turkey. 

ADANA DETAILS: At 12:30 p.m., approximately 4,000 protesters 
demonstrated in front of the U.S. C~nsulat.e. The protesters laid a black wreath in 
front o:fthe U.S. Consulate and said at the U.S. was an invading country. The 
protestcers dispersed at 2:00 p.m., an did not threaten the U.S. or Americans living 
in Turkey. 

LOCATIONS: J • Israeli Embas , Ankara. Btiyilkesat Mh. Mahatma Gandhi 

STEPS TAKEN: 

Cd. 06700, ~ankfiya. · 
2. Israeli Ambassador's Residence, Ankara. Ataturk Blvd and 
Presidential Palafe . 
3. Israeli Consul(f.te, Istanbul. Buyukudere CAD. Yapi Kred.i, 
Plaza Block C KAT. 7, Levent. 
4. Taksim Square, Istanbul. 
5. U.S. ConsulatJ, Adana. Girne Bulvari No: 212 GuzeJevler 
Mah. Yuregir. 

• RSOs in Ankara and Istanbul. f onfinned that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(.MFA) sent a cable to TNP a thorizing additional security for U.S. 
installations, 

• TNP provided additional poli e officers to protect U.S. diplomatic facilities 
iin Ankara, Istanbul, and Adan , and 

• RSOs increased the number o local guards assigned to the Chief of 
1'.1ission' s Residence and Con ul General's Residence. 

NEXT STEPS: 
• Post will continue to moni or the situation and make a determination 

regarding whether to convene Ian Emerg.ency Action Committee. 

CONT.ACT INFORMATION: 
POC: Ankara ARSO Brad Gilmore, IVG: 295-7014, Cell: ! !Email: 86 

Gilmor1eBT@state.gov j 
POC: Istanbul ARSO David McC y, 90 212 335-9338. Email: 
McCart:hyD l@state.gov l 
Content is provided for situational aw~reness purposes only. Release or re-distribution 
may only be done with the consent o the Director of the Diplomatic Security Service. 
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ENCLOSURES: None 
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Gilmore, Bracfle T 

From: 
Sent 
To~ 
Cc: 
Subject: 

. Attachments: 

I I 
Friday, June 04, 2010 9:1 AM 
Gilmore, Bradley T 
Combs, James o;· Round , Brian A; Kolega, Alen 
Demonstration at Sihhiye quare 
Demonstration Site - Sihh e Square.pdf; Israeli Ambassador's Residence.pdf 

Categories: Working [RELEASED IN PART B7(C),B6) 
AttachmentsClaisslflcation: 

Classificatk>n; 
SensitlvityCode:. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
-UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 

Brad-There are t wo important things for this weeke d, 

\2.47 

86 
B7(C). 

Firstly, there will be a large scale demonstratio~ at Si.hhiye Square (near Kiiilay Square) organiied by. MAZLUMDER 
(The Assodatlon of Human Rights and Solidarity for Oi pressed People) in the name of "Freedom for Palestinians" on 
Sunday, June 6, 2010, at 16:00. 

TNP expects up to 20,000 people to gather fort is demonstration and there will be road closures around Sihhiye 
Square between 12:00 and 18:00. 

Secondly, l'NP expects demonstrations at Israel Ambassador's Residence over the weekend. 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

' 
!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, S nior Reviewer 

1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. -2010-04163 Doc No. C18751270 Date: 11/28/2012 



StateDept04163

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2010-04163 Doc No. C18751273 Date: 11128/2012 

!RELEASED IN PART 87(E),87(C),B6] 
1(50 

Gilmore, Bradle T 

From: 
Sent: 
To; 

I , ., I I 86 
Friday, June 04, 2010 4:2~ PM B7(C) 
Solomon, Robin O; Dam~ll. Daria L; Lo, Debra: Ones. Levla L; Combs, James D; Roundy, 

Subject! 

Categories: . 
Classification: 
SensitivityCode: 

Brian A; Kolega, Alen; Gilfl10re, Bradley r j I 
RE: Funeral ceremony of a killed Humanitarian Relief member/Adana 

Working 
UNCLASSIFIED 
Sensitive 

I just talked to an official from the Sabanci Mosque; h says there were 30,000-40,000 people. Sorry I think it was too 
hot!!! 

SBU 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

F~~ I l M 
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 3:20 PM B7(C) 
To: Solomon, Robin D: Darnell. Da~a L; Lo, Debra; Ot es, Leyla L; Combs, James D; Roundy, Brian A; Kolega, Alen; 
Gilmore, Bradley T;._I ____ _,J 
Subject: Funeral' ceremony of a killed Humanitarian lief member/Adana 

Over 60, 000 people joined in the tuneral ceremony of a killed Humanitarian Relief member which held at the Sabanci 
Mosque of Adana1. ! 
The provincial TNIP Director, Governor of Adana. Ada~·s MPs, mayors and all other officials attended in the ceremony. 
The mosque area was full of people, and there was nojplace Inside our outside the mosque. The ceremony was quiet and 
no violent incident happened, only several times dem±strators chanted anti-Israeli slogans, no anti-American slogans 
reported. 
The common slog1an which chanted various times by t e crowd was "Islamic movement can't be stoppe~ ." 

The majority of th1e crowd were men, but there were th sands of women as well. All women were wearing headscarf, 
almost half of the women were wearing Islamic black af aya dresses. 
There were many flags or headbands written in Arabic ords as well. 

There were hea\ry' security precautions and the guys fr m various Islamic foundations controlled the crowd very well and 
stopped them whEmever they wanted to chant anti-Israeli slogan. 

Banners as fol101ws: 
Thousands of salutes from Adana to Gaza 
Children murderer Israel 
Cut the relationships with the Zionist gang REVIEW AUTHORITY: Sharon Ahmad, Senior Reviewer 
Gaza will be a graveyard for Israel 
shut down the Zio1nist embassy 
Palestinians are n·ot alone 
We will beat the Zionism and Islamic resistance will wi 
we are Palestinians 
Martyrs are our ho1nor 
long-live our Islamic struggle. 

The ceremony was monitored b~------~-,::Jan(1._I ~-~~-_. 

Please check the attached pictures for more info. 
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